
Peggy’s ISI Hong Kong-China Trip June 23-July 12, 2011 

REPORT Summary 

  
The trip was wonderful, I really felt my path cushioned by prayer the whole time, giving me 
much confidence that GOD was in this trip. even in 
my most unnerving moments (see blog):   
  
And the best part, answer to prayer was the almost 
constant, generous and warmhearted companionship 
of my old friends hosting me every leg of the 
journey and launching me safely into the next 
segment. 

 Ifeel perhaps 50% of the long-term value of our 
ministry with each of them happened during this 
trip. 
 
As you will  see, there is no lack of good food 
in China! (see websites for closeups of the 
dishes!)  at least amongst my friends. I was told, confidentially, that they feel a proper 
host must serve the guest at least 10 dishes for a dinner or else be considered cheap. My 
hosts can definitely not be accused of that!   
  
Well, each of these photos is a whole story, or more, but for those you'll have to read the 
reports.  
 
 
Sooooooo many things can go wrong, especially with such a tight schedule, such as: 
  
CONNECTIONS: 
 Constant meetings with about 30 ISI Santa Cruz alumni, all over China. But EVERY connection 
I scheduled was made, including 2 down-to-the-departure-minute exciting races with my 2 heavy 
bags through train/bus stations to catch train/bus. (NOTE TO BOB: this time it was my host's 
miscalculations not mine!) 
  
TYPHOONS: 
Missed by a day. The occasional warm rain was refreshing in the hot muggy weather, but I spent 
most of my free time in Hong Kong inside the ubiquitous, overly air conditioned shopping malls, 
anyway so my problem was staying warm enough! 
  
HIGH SPEED BULLET TRAIN MALFUNCTION: 
The brand new train opened July 1. I rode July 8. Later I saw news reports of a big train 
malfunction on July 7. Missed by a day. My 5-hour Shanghai-Beijing ride (normally 14 hour) 
was great!    

Professor QingJu Qu hosts me for a 
Mongolian Fish bake dinner with family 

and colleagues  



 
 
getting on a bus heading into communist China on my own, with a very tight schedule, hoping 
my Mandarin skills were enough to get me through border security and to my destination and 6 
cities where I'd never been.   
  
Also being put on a packed old "hard sleeper" train at 2 a.m. squeezing into the top bunk 
climbing up over 4 snoring Chinese men in the bunks below, was a bit creepy. But turns out a lot 
of nice people are  around,  all the young ones know some English, though most have never 
spoken it with a real English speaker before. Makes it fun. 
My first big challenge was finding a garbage can on our car, The train attendant had no idea what 
I was asking, with a mother and her shy teenage daughter that took about half an hour of 
questioning and translating . But then we shared some tea and oranges and had a jolly time. 
Especially when they found out I am from America and  have international student friends, 
therefore I must be a nice person, she hopes to visit me in America some day!  
 
And the Major Goals went RIGHT because of your prayers ! 
  
QUALITY VISITS WITH ALUMNI!!!  
 
Amongst all the lovely dinners and generous hospitality from my hosts showing me around 
their cities, I realized that my favorite part of the traveling is the in-between parts. The times 
where my host and I can just talk, often strolling arm in arm with my female hosts, even if they 
had not known me very well before. I think that is the Chinese way of friendship.  Also, partly 
because I am a distant friend, so we have no common responsibilities to worry about, or 
resentments, but also, because that is my job,I represent and promote friendship. And here on 
this trip I find it again. the lovely touching of souls that happens in between doing all the other 
busyness and hecticness. Just sharing our everyday ups and downs of life. 
 
And this did happen with nary every one on my list, even with only 1 or 2 days per visit.  My 
showing up In Person, in their normal life at home, representing all their ISI Santa Cruz friends, I 
think, made their ISI friendships much more real to them and caused them to reflect a bit on all 
their Santa Cruz experiences.  It proved we still care about them, cemented friendships for life.   
Also, although our time together was not really long enough to get deeply spiritual, an UpSide to 
such a whirlwind trip, is that they are each very interested to hear about all the OTHER alumni, 
connecting with THEIR peer group, so my trip was attractive for them to feel a part of the big ISI 
global fellowship.    
 
HONG 
  
TWO REUNION DINNERS: 
in Shanghai and Beijing. Took a lot of coordinating on my hosts' part. But very valuable for 
building a sense of community and ISI identity. They like to see the other ISI alumni! I got to 
make short and sweet speeches to encourage all of them to seek after God.   
  



 
SHANGHAI, China -- Fudan University/ISI Santa Cruz alumni Reunion dinner 
Fudan is considered one of the top 5 technology universities in China. 
     Sophia, (1st row, 2nd from left) organized the dinner and hosted me for the afternoon. She 
and three others just graduated from Fudan two days before, and starting new jobs, a very 
impressionable time. They are holding the Scripture Verse calendars I gave them as gifts.   
       I didn't recognize any of the other students at first, but they told me how they had each been 
involved in ISI Santa Cruz, with airport pickups, conversation partners. Two said their favorite 
memory in Santa Cruz was Thanksgiving dinner at Anne Johnson's home.    
     Yukai, next to me, is a brother in Christ and Fudan alumni  from another ISI program, who 
joined us.     
 
TEACHING SOCIAL DANCE 
After lugging my ballroom shoes and music all over China, I did get to use them on my last night 
in Beijing. Although I offered to all of them to teach any social dance, most of my visits were too 
short, between their hosting me for fabulous dinners and some sightseeing. 
But my final host, Zhang Lan, really wanted me to teach her and her two teenage girls, so, in her 
private office at the Physics Laboratory, on white marble floors, at 8 p.m. on my last  muggy 
night in Beijing, I taught the three of them Merengue and Swing. I was careful to not turn up the 
music too  loud, to not disturb the researchers down the hall. At first, Lan's eagerness for her 
girls to learn awakened her stern Tiger Mother mode,  but  I overruled her scolding and insisted 
on keeping the lesson happy and fun. 
  
Perhaps my favorite moment was with my oldest and dearest friends, Peking University 
Chemistry Professors Xie and Yang, whom I dubbed my Chinese mother and father. Late at 
night outside their apartments, they asked me to teach them some dance, they didn't know the 
English name of. So they motioned a sharp turn with their head and arms. TANGO!  I showed 
them the most basic step, leading each separately. The rhythm, the placement of their arms, the 
directions to step, it was all so weird for them. but they liked it.  Then I put them together as 
partners. To see the delight on the faces of this 80-year old married Professor couple learning to 
dance Tango under the summer Beijing moon, laughing, and discovering a new way to connect 
together in each other's arms.  So Heavenly!    
The next morning the wife, eagerly brought me to their university area church in Bejing, learning 
about how to connect in a new way with our Heavenly dance partner as well.  
  
  
 New ISI students/scholars are already requesting airport pickups in September. One had 
emailed me from Tsinghua Univ. in Bejing, at midnight of my last night in Beijing. I responded 
that I was staying at Tsinghua at the moment, and offered to meet him the next morning on my 
way to the airport! That didn't happen, but it was fun to offer. So we shall meet when he arrives 
here Sept 15. Beijing / San Francisco....now I feel in my heart they are not that far away.....  
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(Barry Corey, President Biola University) “Globalization of International Students (Promod 
Haque, Venture Capitalist) and workshops such as “How to relate to Chinese Students,” and 
“How to do trips to visit Returnee students/scholars” which most of us staff had either just done 
or were, like me, about to do.  

Sunday evening 
any Hong Kong 
ISI alumni , 
including my 
Santa Cruz 
alumni Eunice, 
were invited to 
an ISI dinner 
with their staff.  

 

 

 

 Plus all day long chatting and praying and hugging with our ISI colleagues from across the U.S. 
and ev en from Australia, India, HongKong, U.K. and 
Canada.  
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footsteps by embracing the sufferings God gives you. I think Eunice is now spiritually mentoring 
me!   
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TO COME:  

Reports on ISI conference, Guilin, Changsha, Xi’an, Hangzhou, Shanghai and Beijing 
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