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Word
Definition of the Word, Doctrine or Concept
Abraham
the first "father" of the nation, Israel. God told Abraham that God would produce a great nation from him. Abraham believed God and became the father of the Jewish nation, and the spiritual father of all who believe God like Abraham did.

altar
a table, block or shelf where people put their idol. They might put food there for the idol. At the altar people burn incense to the idol, and kneel to worship it.

angel
a spirit-being who lives in God’s spiritual realm outside our material universe. God made angels before he made our material universe. So they are made of a different substance. They exist in a physical realm, mode, dimensions or “place” that is not limited by our physical laws and dimensions. They have intelligence, personality and power. They can make themselves visible to people when they need to. The angels serve God and God’s people on earth usually in a way invisible to us. But sometimes angels took on a physical appearance in order to communicate with God’s people at very special times in God’s program of revelation and salvation. 

anointed
means appointed and empowered by God to perform a role or job that God sends a person to do. Jesus was the "Messiah" (in Hebrew language), or "Christ" (in Greek language), meaning "the anointed one." Jesus was anointed in a special, unique sense because God's Spirit was in Jesus in a special way, giving him authority and power to do the job that God appointed him to do.

Apostles
were disciples of Jesus whom he appointed and sent to be special leaders to start the first Christian groups, or churches. Jesus selected twelve for special training at the beginning of His ministry. They traveled with Him all the time during his three and one-half years of public ministry. They heard his teachings and watched his supernatural works. (One, Judas, betrayed Jesus. After Judas killed himself, he was replaced by another disciple who was faithful.) After Jesus returned to God His Father in Heaven, these apostles carried on His work and established the worldwide community of Christians. They reported about Jesus' life and teachings which they had seen and heard. They had seen Jesus' life, so they could report to the world about His teachings and power to save the world. They demonstrated the truth of their message by the power God gave them to do many miracles. Some of them wrote parts of the New Testament of the Bible. Paul of Tarsus was later appointed by Jesus to be one of the special apostles. People who believe in Jesus after the first twelve disciples are called disciples, but they do not have the special authority and foundational position in the history of the church and the Bible as the first twelve apostles had.

Aramaic
the local language spoken by the Jewish people in Palestine at the time of Jesus.

authority 
power; right to rule; dominion. Authority to teach is having expert, unique, true knowledge of the subject taught, and/or being appointed to teach by a person with rightful authority. (Bernard Ramm’s definition in The Pattern of Religious Authority, Grand Rapids, MI, 1959: Authority is that right or power to command action or compliance, or to determine belief or custom, expecting obedience from those under authority, and in turn giving responsible account for the claim to right or power.)

baptize
literally means to immerse, dip or wash. When people repent and believe in Jesus Christ, they take the symbolic ceremony of baptism by water. That is a picture and promise that God has spiritually cleansed their sins, and accepted them so that they belong to God and to God's family, the church. 

baptism 
in the time of Jesus and John the Baptist was a common religious ceremony. The word "baptize" literally means to immerse or dip. People were baptized in water. For the Jews of that time baptism symbolized a spiritual cleansing and joining with the people who belong to God and want to serve God. John's baptism added the requirement that people repent of their sin and prepare themselves for the coming of God's Savior, Christ. When Jesus was leaving this earth, he instituted baptism for all believers. Since then, baptism is ceremony of the Christian Church for new believers to show that he or she has repented, believes in Jesus Christ, and has a new life. The believer is put under water by immersion, sprinkling or pouring water over him. The new believer's former life apart from God has "died and been buried," and now he is born again spiritually to everlasting life with God. Baptism is a picture and promise that God has spiritually cleansed his sins, and accepted him. It shows that he belongs to God and to God's family, the church.

Bible
revealed word of God to all people; sacred writings of Christianity; God’s revelation of truth, without error. 

biblical
means from the Bible, or according to the Bible. 

blame 
to place personal responsibility for wrong acts on someone; to judge others as guilty and say that before other people. 

blaspheme the 
is to speak against the Holy Spirit of God in a way that dishonors him and rejects his saving work. This is totally 

       Holy Spirit 
rejecting God’s message and God’s effort to lead people to repentance. God the Holy Spirit speaks to people’s minds to turn them around to repent from sin, find God and be reconciled to him. So if a person rejects the Holy Spirit, he rejects God’s attempt to rescue him. He rejects the only way to get God’s forgiveness of sin.  

blasphemy
saying something that dishonors God. For instance, any man who is not God would blaspheme if he said he has the special power and authority that only God has. That would be stealing God's honor. He would be claiming to be as great as God, or implying that God is no better than a human being.

blessed
or happy, means having a fulfilled, truly good life because of receiving God's favor and benefits which have eternal value—they last forever. When referring to Christ, God's appointed king, it means having an exalted, honored position as a result of being approved by God.

blood
of an animal killed in the temple ceremony represented the animal's life given as a sacrifice to cover over, or postpone, the penalty for sin. It was the evidence that the penalty of death, required by God's justice, would be paid. The blood of Christ represented his death on the cross to pay the penalty for the sins of all people of all times.

breath
“breath” is analogous (similar) to God’s “Spirit” in John 20:22 where Jesus equates the two terms; same Greek word used in the original text.

Caesar
meant supreme ruler. The Caesars were emperors of the Roman empire who ruled the countries of the Middle East, Europe and around the Mediterranean Sea.

Centurion
was a non-commissioned officer commanding about 100 soldiers, or a smaller detachment. Those mentioned in the New Testament, serving in Judea, Samaria and Galilee, probably were in a Roman auxiliary army composed mostly of men from some of the conquered nations, not Romans.

character
moral quality; integrity; non-material traits/beliefs which govern one’s actions. 

characteristics
qualities of people/things, actions, or thoughts. 

Christ, Messiah 
are the Greek and Hebrew language titles for a person specially commissioned and sent by God to the world with God’s authority and power. In the Old Testament of the Bible, God had promised to send the Messiah to save people and govern the world.

circumcise
a religious ceremony which God ordered for Jewish male babies showing that they were in a “covenant” relationship with God. That means that they belonged to God and to God's people, and were under God's care.

commandments
God's laws to teach us right attitudes, and to govern the way we live.

communion 
is a ceremony in Christian worship meetings when Christians eat a small piece of bread and 

              service
drink a small sip of wine or grape juice. These represent the body and blood of Jesus sacrificed for us, and remind us that He died for us. (Or they become the spiritual body and blood, or presence, of Jesus).

condemn 
 to judge that a person is guilty and should be punished.

Condemnation 
 means that God will announce his judicial decision of “guilty” for all who have rebelled against God. They chose 
           by God 
to reject God’s love, companionship and governing authority, and to violate his laws, and they never humbled themselves toward God and changed their attitude toward him.. Because God is perfectly good and fair, he must distinguish between these people and those who chose to love and honor God, and to accept God’s forgiveness made possible through Jesus. God’s justice must assign opposite consequences for the opposite choices that individual people make

conscience 
is the inner moral sense of right and wrong. It is the feeling of obligation, and the guilt for failing it.)

covenant
A covenant in the Bible was a legally binding promise or obligation. When God made a covenant in the Bible, it established a mutual relationship between God and people. God promised to provide care for the people who obeyed his call to them to make him their God. This is an undeserved benefit given by God, and received and agreed to by people. In Old Testament times God's covenant was established through the sacrifice of the life of an innocent animal. That covered over the guilt of people so that they could come into the presence of a pure, holy God, who judges all people.  See Exodus 24:3-8. In New Testament times, the sacrifice of the life of Jesus, the Son of God, paid for, canceled, took away, the sin guilt of the past, present and future offenses of people. But people must repent, receive God's sacrifice and forgiveness, and decide to make him their God. Then they can receive the benefits of God's covenant, and live in a mutual relationship with him. 

create
God producing something new which never existed before. God made the material universe and all living things. God made the first material of the universe out of nothing other than His power. God then developed new forms of material things, and living creatures, out of that material He had created.

creation
the event where God spoke and called matter/phenomena into being out of nothing; He arranged them into an environment for living things. Creation can also mean the whole universe, created by God.

creatures
created beings, including animals, humans, and/or spirit beings.

cross (of Jesus)
was a wooden cross, the instrument Romans used to painfully kill people. The cross represents Jesus' loving sacrifice of himself to pay the penalty for people's sins so that God can forgive our guilt and save us.

crucify
to nail a person's hands and feet to wooden beams in the shape of a cross which stands upright from the ground. The victim dies a slow, painful, humiliating death. This was a punishment the Romans used to execute people whom they thought were criminals or rebels.

cup
sometimes is a metaphor for an experience which a person must go throught. For example, in Luke 22:42 Jesus refers to "this cup" which was the experience of suffering and death that he would accept.

curtain of the 
This curtain had separated the outer, public area of the temple from the inner, most holy 

     temple
place of God's special presence and mercy. It represented God's moral requirements and justice. Because of people's sins and guilt, it blocked the way to God. It prevented them from coming into God's holy presence. At the completion of Jesus' life of perfect obedience to God the Father, and at the completion of his suffering and death, this curtain was torn away. It was torn open from top to bottom to open up our access to God and heaven. The barrier was removed by God himself, not by what people can do.

day
a 24-hour day, or the part of the day which has daylight, or else a very long period of time, like an era, as we say, “In grandfather’s day, life was slower.”

destroy 
to put an end to; to injure beyond repair; to tear apart; to ruin. 

demons
are evil spirits who had been angels serving God in Heaven, but they later followed a chief angel, Lucifer—or Satan, the devil—when he rebelled against God. Satan uses his army of demons in his attempts to control and destroy people and ruin all of God's creation.

Devil
another name for Satan (see “Satan”). 

dignity
self-esteem or respect; formal honor associated with one’s being. 

disciples
or "followers" of Jesus were people who believed Jesus and knew that he was the Savior sent by God. They heard his teachings and watched his supernatural works. Twelve of them, also called apostles, were selected by Jesus for special training. They traveled with Him all the time during his three and one-half years of public ministry. After Jesus returned to God His Father in Heaven, these disciples carried on His work and established the worldwide community of Christians. These special men saw Jesus's life. Therefore they could report to the world about Jesus's teachings and power to save the world. Some of them wrote parts of the New Testament of the Bible. Paul of Tarsus was later appointed by Jesus to be one of the special apostles. People who believe in Jesus after the first twelve disciples are called disciples, but they do not have the special authority and foundational position in the history of the church and the Bible as the first twelve apostles had. A disciple of Jesus now is a person who has chosen Jesus Christ to be Lord over his life. He has given his life to Jesus to live with him, learn from Jesus, and serve him.

discipline
training to follow the rules; punishment used to change acts of rebellion or careless neglect into proper (fitting) actions. 

disobey 
to act unlawfully; to do wrong; to break rules; the opposite of right thinking/action; to rebel against a standard or authority. 

distrust
to not believe or rely on; to doubt or be suspicious of.

divine nature
God's nature, who alone has the characteristics of infinite power and intelligence, and perfect goodness. It is the nature of a Being who existed before, and is other than the universe he created, and greater than anything in it.

doctrine
is a truth taught by the Bible, or any teaching or set of beliefs of a person or group.

dualism
is a belief that ultimate, transcendent, eternal reality consists of two equal and opposite beings, or powers. One is good, the other evil, and these two rule over all the universe. (The Bible reveals that dualism is not true. Only the real God is one, is completely good with no evil in Him, and has always been, and will always be, supreme over everything else.)

effect
result; consequence; natural outcome; action or change due to a cause. 

elders
older men who were leaders of their society in the past (and present) generations. These elders had set up their own religious and social rules and practices for the Jews to follow.

The Eleven
Jesus’ chief disciples, called “apostles.” Jesus chose them to be a special group that would be with him constantly during all of his three and one half years of ministry. He trained them and gave them special authority to be witnesses of his life and teachings, and to lead the new, developing Christian church. Some of these apostles wrote, or provided historical information for, all the books of the New Testament. (Jesus originally had chosen twelve, but one, Judas Iscariot, became a traitor, betrayed Jesus, and then killed himself.)

Elijah
Elijah was one of the most powerful and respected prophets of the Old Testament time. He was courageous and bold in speaking out against the sins of the king and people of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. God showed that Elijah's message was from God by giving Elijah power to do amazing miracles. About 850 B.C. God took Elijah up to Heaven directly without passing through death. The Jews expected God to send Elijah back to earth before the Messiah came.

eternal
referring to God: always has existed and always will exist. The eternal God has no beginning or end to His life. He has the power of life in Himself. He does not depend on something else for His existence. He is the "First Cause," or base cause, on which the existence of everything else rests. He is the cause for everything that exists in the time and space universe. He Himself is not caused or produced by anything, and is beyond, outside of, time and space. 

eternal life
life with God now, and that will never end. When a person believes in Jesus Christ, he receives a new spiritual life and fellowship with God now, and after death goes to be with God in Heaven. At the “Resurrection Day” at the end of this world’s history, God will give him a new body that will never die.

evil
morally wrong or bad; in rebellion against what God wants; immoral; wicked; causes harm.

exist
state of being; to be caused to live or be; endure; live. 

expert in the law 
was a recognized scholar of the Old Testament laws given by God through Moses, and the later religious laws and traditions made by Jewish religious leaders. He studied, interpreted and taught the laws in the Jewish schools and synagogues. He had authority in their society to act as a judge, deciding questions about what was legally correct, and what was unlawful.

fear God
to have great respect for God and for his power, and to humble ourselves under God's authority.

faith 
trust; belief in what someone said based on the goodness of the person’s character and life; complete confidence; assurance of things hoped for. Faith in God means to trust God. It is complete confidence in God's goodness, power, wisdom and promises. Faith in Jesus means believing that he is God, and can save us.

fast 
means to not eat food for a period of time. This is a helpful spiritual exercise if people do it to humble themselves and become more aware of God and spiritual realities.  But the Pharisees made it only a religious formality. They thought that they were good—better than other people—because they strictly followed their rules of fasting at specific scheduled times.

firstborn
was a title and official position in a family and estate. "Firstborn" did not necessarily refer to a date or order of birth. A firstborn son had the unique, highest status and authority. He had the right to own everything and to govern over all the father's children. The Son of God, Jesus, is God's eternal "first-born" who has always existed, as God the Father has. There is an eternal order of relationship between them as Father and Son. And as Firstborn, Jesus owns and rules over all of God's created world.

forbidden 
banned or prohibited action, object or substance; not allowed. 

forever
without ending in time; continuing always; never stopping. 

forgive
to release a person from his guilt or debt to you, giving up your right to punish him; to stop punishment; to cancel or stop a debt (moral or monetary).

forgiveness
(God's forgiveness:) God's canceling or removing the sinner's guilt, or moral debt to God. The sinner is pardoned and set free from condemnation and punishment by God.  The sinner had deserved punishment under God's justice for violating God's good laws. But in God's mercy he is pardoned. He does not have to pay for his sins because Jesus died in his place to pay for his sins.

Galilee
an ancient region or province in the farthest northern edge of the Jew's country of Palestine. It was far from Jerusalem—the religious and cultural center of the Jews' country. The Jewish leaders criticized the Galilean Jews for not following the religious rules strictly enough.

generation
may mean the time period from parents to children. But in the New Testament usage of “this generation,” (the Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 12, p.34, says:) “generation” may mean a “clan” or “race,” sometimes those living at a particular time or those who have the characteristics of a particular age. 

Genesis
first book of the Bible; name means “beginnings.” 

Gentile
anyone who is not a Jew.

glorify, give
to give God the honor and respect which He deserves. It is recognizing that God is worthy to 

glory to God
 be honored and obeyed because of His greatness, goodness and authority.



all powerful, yet personal, spirit-being who is creator/sustainer of all life, the universe, and everything in it; reveals Himself in the Bible; wants relationship with mankind.

godlessness
excluding God from a person's thoughts, heart (values and love), and actions. It is disregard for God, not caring about God, not being responsible to God. It becomes defiance of God, and resisting or rebelling against God. When people exclude God from their minds and hearts, then their life loses God's good character, laws and power to do good.

good news
was Jesus' announcement that God has come with power in the person of Jesus Christ to destroy evil and save us. 

God's kingdom 
In the present time is in the hearts of people who repent and welcome Jesus. He breaks the control that 


sin and the devil had over those people. At the end of this world's history Jesus will return to earth to rule over the whole world, to destroy all evil, and bring justice and peace forever. 

Gospel
means “good news” from God about the arrival of God’s power to save (rescue from all evil) and his rule as king.

Gospels
are the first 4 books of the New Testament. They are historical reports of what Jesus said and did.

grace
is God’s loving, merciful acceptance of us because Jesus took the punishment for our guilt by his death for us so that God can pardon our sins. It is “the favor that God bestowed on (gave to) sinners, saving them and providing for their every need.” (Kent, Homer A., Jr., The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 2, P. 104.)  

guilt
in civil laws of human governments is the fact of having broken a law and deserving judgment and condemnation. Moral guilt is a person's responsibility for breaking God's laws. Guilt is the blame and embarrassment that attaches to him for the evil he has done. It is more than shame. It is the debt the sinner owes to God's justice, and it makes the sinner deserve God's punishment. 

hallowed
(as in the “Lord’s Prayer:” “...may your name be hallowed,”means kept holy, or respected, honored as perfect and greater than any thing or anyone in the world. 

heart
in contrast to the outward appearance and pretensions, is the real person inside. As the essence or “center” of human personality, the heart chooses what the person will value and worship. The heart decides what kind of character and life the person will have—loving or selfish, making good or evil. The heart is our inner attitude, secret thoughts, desires and choices. It decides what we believe, and how we relate to God.
Heaven 
is a term used sometimes for our atmospheric sky, or for the rest of the material universe beyond the earth. Other times it means the eternal place beyond our material universe.  It exists in other dimensions and substance than our material universe.  It is the final, everlasting home of angels, other spirit creatures and humans rescued by God. There they live forever in infinite future time in the direct presence of God and "see" him in his power and glory. God does not hide himself there, but directly shows himself to people.  God reigns as king in Heaven in total justice and love without any rival or any evil there.  He makes Heaven a perfect, beautiful, joyful place for vast numbers of people and angels to be close to God and to love him.

Hell
is the final place and condition of all people who reject God and refuse to believe and honor Jesus, God’s eternal Son, the only Savior. Hell is everlasting separation from God and from all the benefits that he gives us in this life. In the darkness and hopelessness of hell, people who rebelled against God and his good laws will suffer the painful consequences of their evil choices and acts.

Herod the Great 
was half Jewish racially. He ruled under Roman authority from 47 B.C. to 4 B.C. first as governor of Syria, then also as king of Judea.

holy
perfectly, purely good, with no sin or evil in his character or actions.

Herod Antipas
was the tetrarch (governor, or minor local king) who, under Roman authority, governed Galilee (a province at northern tip of Palestine, south of present-day Lebanon and east of Syria) and Perea (a province east of the Jordan River and now the northern half of Jordan) from 4 B.C. to 39 A.D. His family was from that area of the middle East, not Roman. He was cruel and killed many people.

Holy Spirit
is the eternal third person of the one God, along with God the Father and God the Son, and equal to them in power, glory and essential being. He is present in Christians to work in them in powerful ways.

human beings
people; mankind. 

humanity
human beings; all people; mankind. 

hypocrisy
is behaving differently in public where people see us, than we behave when we are alone or with a family member or a subordinate at work. Hypocrisy is saying something different from what we really think, or lying about something we did, in order to make people think we are better than we really are. 

hypocrite, 
is a person who pretends to be something he really is not. Hypocrisy is trying to appear to be better than what we really are, or even want to be. A hypocrite tries to make himself look good when he really does not want to do good. 

idols
are statues, like sacred dolls, of local “gods” that represent evil spirit-beings, or demons, who control those people. 
image
same form; likeness; good representation; semblance. 

immortal
never can die, has the power to live forever.

impress
to make a strong effect on one’s thinking or feelings.

impressive
wonderful; massive; excellent; noteworthy; significant; important. 

iniquity
crookedness or perverseness. It is being or doing something different from the good that God designed us to be and do. It is another term for sin and the guilt resulting from sin.

innocent
free from moral wrong; totally without evil; not guilty; clean; not responsible. 

inspiration
of the Bible means that the Bible is “breathed out” from God. That is, God spoke it, though He spoke through His prophets—men God selected to write exactly what He guided them to say.

intermediate 
in between; mediating; middle process. 

Isaiah
lived from about 800 to 700 B.C. He was the greatest prophet who wrote prophecies in the Old Testament. God used him to reveal himself and his plan to save sinners. God gave warnings and announced his future plans through Isaiah. He announced Christ's coming, and described what Christ would do to save us from condemnation for our sins. Isaiah wrote the Book of Isaiah in the Old Testament.

John the Baptist
was the last of the prophets of the Old Testament era. God sent him to prepare people to receive the coming Messiah, Jesus. John introduced Jesus and testified that Jesus is God's "lamb" sacrifice to take away the sin of the world, and God's Messiah to save the world. Herod, the Roman-appointed governor of the Jews, executed John. John had rebuked Herod for taking Herod's brother's wife which was the sin of adultery.

Judea
the region where most of the Jews lived. The Jew's temple was in the religious and social center of their country, Jerusalem. Jerusalem was in Judea.

judge 
evaluate; show to be what truthfully is the case or reality; test.

justice
rightness or lawfulness of something; fair or equal treatment.

justified
declared "not guilty" by God, and made right with God who is the final Judge of all people. It means that all the charges against us in God's record "book" are canceled out. We are pardoned and set free from any condemnation and final punishment!

The Judgment
is the event after death when each person must face God who is our final judge in his court of law. This is the time when all people will be brought to God’s throne of government where God will tell his judicial decision about their guilt and punishment. In that judgment each person receives the consequences of the decisions he made when he lived on earth. 

Or else God will set some people free if they have received God’s forgiveness of sins that Jesus made possible by paying for our sins in his suffering in death on the cross

kingdom of God 
is a comprehensive term that includes many manifestations of God's presence, power, action and benefits. It is the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. It also is the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." And it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect.
knowledge
awareness of; experience of; a state of knowing; all which is known about a thing.

the Law 
the behavioral and moral standards of God. God gave these to Moses to write in the Bible, and God's Spirit puts his laws in the conscience (moral, judicial sense) of people everywhere.

leprosy 
was a skin disease (leprosy or other) which required persons who had it to stay away from people and live by themselves. No one would have social relations with them or touch them. They lived a lonely, tragic life.

Levites
the tribe of Jews who were workers in the temple, but of lower rank than priests.

life
a term of existence (years); characterizing the qualities of that existence. 

Lord
one who has authority to rule, govern. "The Lord" is a title for God in the Bible as the one Lord who has highest authority above all others, and has ultimate rule. During Jesus’ life on earth, people addressed Jesus as “Lord.” Some understood more fully than others exactly who Jesus is, so their use of that title had a range of meaning, depending on whether or not they recognized that he is God. Robert H. Mounce in the New International Biblical Commentary on Matthew, p.69, explains, “Lord was a common form of address (much like our “sir”), although the present context final judgment) reflects its use as a reverential title. The earliest Christian creed was “Jesus is Lord.” (1 Cor. 12:3) It implied that he was accepted as master, and that his teaching was therefore binding.” And F.F. Bruce in NIBC on Philippians, p. 72 adds, “In the Greek [translation of the] OT [Old Testament], this word (kyrios) is used, over and above its regular meanings, to represent the personal name of the God of Israel. This personal name, usually spelled Yahweh, had come to be regarded as too sacred to be normally pronounced aloud, and so, when the Scriptures were read in public, it was replaced by another word, most often by the word meaning “Lord.” … This, then, is the name that God has bestowed on Jesus—the rarest of all honors, in view of his affirmation in Isaiah 42:8, “I am the Lord, that is my name!” (meaning mine and no one else’s).

lost
means to be far away from God, not headed in the right direction in life, and without spiritual, everlasting life with God. God has a good purpose and life planned for people. He wants to give them a perfected, happy, eternal life in a loving relationship with him. If a person goes away from God by rejecting God in Jesus, then God has “lost” someone whom he wanted to keep.
magic
and some other “occult” practices are trying to contact and use supernatural beings or forces other than God to get supernatural power or knowledge.

mankind
all people on the earth; all human beings; everyone. 

martyr
is a person who suffers or dies for a cause or beliefs. Millions of Christians through the centuries were given the choice of either renouncing their faith and loyalty to Jesus, or else being tortured and killed. They chose to follow Jesus and the truth, so they became martyrs.

Master 
meant "Lord," a title for a person who has special authority and power. It was one of the titles regularly used for God.

mercy
compassion shown toward an enemy; undeserved kindness; attitude to forgive. 

Messiah & Christ are the Hebrew and Greek language titles for a person specially commissioned and sent by God to the world with God’s authority and power. In the Old Testament of the Bible, God had promised to send the Messiah to save people and govern the world.

miracle
is a supernatural work, outside of the laws of nature, which only God can do by his power. It is the work of God to produce an effect that could not be produced by natural causes or human ability alone.

moral 
having to do with principles of right/wrong actions and character qualities; reflecting God’s good laws/commands. 

mortal
under the power of death, and eventually must die.

Moses
lived from about 1520 to 1400 B.C. God chose him to be the first leader of Israel as a nation, and to write the first five books of the Bible, including God's laws for Israel, and God's moral laws for all people. He was faithful to God and had an especially close relationship with him. God spoke to people through Moses.

mustard seed 
The kind which grew in that country, Palestine, was a very small seed, yet able to grow into a tree, Nicotiana Glauca, or into the ten to fifteen foot high tree-like plant, Brassica Nigra (black mustard). The seed is so small, but powerful to produce such a large result. 

name of God 
(or of Jesus) means what God is in his character and nature. God’s name represents, or stands for, what God is, and his authority, power and kindness.  In the culture and language of Biblical times, “the ‘name’ is much more than the designation by which a person is known; it means the real character or sometimes . . . the person himself.” (Bruce, F.F., The Gospel & Epistles of John, Eerdmans, p. 38.)

natural world
all of the world we can see, touch, smell, hear, and taste; not the spiritual world. 

nature
the material universe and all of its phenomena; natural scenery; all of the forces and laws of physics, chemistry, motion, etc. at work throughout the universe. 

Nazareth
a small town of the Jews. It was not on a major trade route highway. People thought that Nazareth was not an important town. 

New Testament
is the second of two sections of the Bible. God directed faithful men to write it a few years after Jesus had returned to Heaven. Some lived with Jesus and reported what they saw and knew about what He had done and taught. Others wrote instructions from God for Christians.

obey
the act of following instructions, laws, standards, or rules; follow; submit.

Old Testament
is the first of two sections of the Bible. God directed faithful men to report God’s actions and messages to the world. It has history, worship prayers & songs, proverbs, prophecies, teachings, and other forms God used to communicate to us so that we can know Him and live in a good relationship with Him.

origin
source of, or beginning of. 

parable
is a story about something in ordinary, everyday life that people are familiar with. But the story also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual life, or the interaction between God and people.

Paradise
is like the beautiful garden of Eden where the first created man and woman walked with God in unbroken fellowship before they sinned.  It is a delightful place, where the believers in Jesus go to be with him, living and conscious, after their body on earth has died. This is before the Resurrection Day when God will make a "new heavens and a new earth" and give believers a new, everlasting body. (See  2 Corinthians 5:1,6-8; Philippians 1:21-23; 2 Corinthians 12:1-4; Revelation 2:7, 21:1-8.)

passover lamb
was the animal killed as a sacrifice to save people from death that is the punishment for sin. The first Passover lamb was sacrificed when God brought Israel, the Jews, out of Egypt where they were slaves. All of the first born children of the Egyptians died. But death "passed over," spared, the Jewish families who put the blood of the lamb over the doors to their houses to show that they trusted in God's sacrifice and mercy. Every year after that the Jews ate a Passover dinner to remember God's rescue, and to continue to receive his mercy and forgiveness of sin through his sacrifice.

perfect 
pure; without error; correct in every detail; no flaws; having all the desired qualities. When used about Christians in this present life, it does not mean that they never sin. It means “completeness in the sense of arriving at the (God’s) intended goal” for us (quote from Donald Hagner), and “the condition in which men are acceptable to God” (quote from Leon Morris). 

personality
general picture of all we are non-materially as a person; thinking/feeling/choosing. 

Pharisees
were a very strict Jewish religious sect. They thought that they could exactly follow the religious rules and traditions of their ancestors and their religious establishment. The “tradition of the elders” was teachings of the Jewish religious leaders that they developed and passed down, generation to generation, during the previous 600 years. The Pharisees believed that these teachings were important, inspired by God, and authoritative as much as the laws that God had given to Moses, that Moses had written in the Old Testament. Jesus criticized and corrected this wrong belief. He called those traditions the “traditions of men”—“your own traditions,” in contrast to the “word of God.” The Pharisees were proud of their strict performance of religious ceremonies and rules. Some honestly wanted to honor God, but most were hypocritical—pretending to obey the law fully, but finding ways to do what they wanted to do instead of what God taught. They condemned, and kept away from, people who did not follow their rules. The Pharisees thought that they were very good people who earned God's favor. They confidently depended on their own achievements and goodness to deserve God’s acceptance of them. Therefore they did not think that they needed to ask God to forgive them for wrongdoing. They did not know that they needed God to give them a new, different moral nature. (For examples of Pharisees and their beliefs, read Philippians 3:4-9 and Luke 18:9-14.)

praising God
is speaking to God or people about the goodness, beauty and power of God himself and of his work. 

preach
to announce what God had said and done, will do, for people; and to teach what God tells people to believe and do; and to urge people to accept God's offer and do what God tells them to do.

pride 
arrogance; thinking too highly about one’s self; very large ego; too important in own thinking. 

priest
a man appointed by God to be a mediator between God and people in the Old Testament time. He represented God to the people, and the people to God as the priest performed the temple sacrifices, prayers and ceremonies. When Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth, he became the priest and mediator for us.

proper
correct; morally right; fitting; good. 

prophecy
(noun) the message of a prophet.

prophesy
(verb) to speak or write a prophecy given by God.

prophet
a special representative chosen by God to speak and/or write a message from God exactly as God gave it to him or her. The prophet’s message was God’s word, carrying God’s authority.

punish
to give a person pain, jail, or death in response to the person’s wrong actions earlier. 

Rabbi
a Jewish term of respect for their great religious teachers. “The respectful title ‘Rabbi’ (literally ‘my great one’) was given to Jesus as a courtesy title by those who recognized in him a teacher sent by God, as Nicodemus did (John 3:1).

ransom
is the price paid to redeem, or buy back, a person or object that someone else took ownership of. It was “the price paid to set free a slave or a prisoner, or a person under sentence of death.” (Leon Morris, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol.12, p. 88) Jesus and the Bible uses the term to describe what it cost Jesus in his suffering and death to pay for us the penalty of our guilt in order to set us free from the condemnation and death that our sins deserve.

reclined at table
The tables were very low. People reclined on their side on a rug, pillow or low couch, with 



their feet behind, away from the table. 

reconcile
means to restore a right relationship with someone whom we have offended. It is enemies becoming friends again.

redeem
means to buy back, or set free, a person or object. (See “ransom,” above.) The Bible uses the term to describe the saving work of Jesus to set people free from condemnation and death. Those whom he rescued belong to him now.

relationship
qualities of connectedness between two or more people that can involve communication, mutual care, love. Family relationships involve roles, responsibilities and rights. A relationship with God requires that we accept and honor him for who he is as God, and that he accept us by grace through the saving work of Jesus Christ. This permits us to live with a holy, righteous God forever.

repent
to change our mind about the wrong way we live. That includes changing our attitude about not obeying and honoring God. Repentance usually is accompanied by a deep sense of how guilty we are as a holy God sees us, regret or sorrow for having offended God, and a desire, determination, and decision to change whatever is wrong in our behavior and relationship to God.

response
action immediately following an earlier action; action occurring because of stimuli. 

result
what follows naturally after a choice or action; effect; a consequence; impact. 

resurrection
the act of God restoring a person to life in a new body after their first body has died. Jesus’ body rose alive from death and came out of His grave tomb on the third day after he died. Sometime in the future God will give a new, indestructible body to everyone after they die.

revelation 
means to tell or show people something that they did not know, and could not discover by themselves. 

reverence 
is a respectful, worshiping attitude toward God.
righteous 
perfectly fulfilling God's requirements. No human person is perfect, without sin. (See Romans 3:10-12, 20,23) No one has obeyed all God's laws, or loved God with all his or her heart and loved his neighbor as he loves himself. Only the unique, divine Son of God, Jesus, has done that. The only way we can be righteous and acceptable to God is to have Jesus' righteousness credited to our account by God. God makes us righteous in his sight—in his court of law—when we trust Jesus' payment for our sins by his death, and receive Him to be our representative, Savior, and Lord. When we repent, God forgives our sins and accepts us, making us righteous in his accounting.

risen
Jesus rose up with his physical body alive from the grave after his enemies had killed his body. That was Jesus’ Resurrection.

Sabbath
the seventh day of the week. God had told Israel to make that day special. God wanted Israel to remember that he created the world and gave them all they have. They were to rest from their usual daily work so that they could worship God in the temple or synagogue. But the religious leaders had added to God's law many of their own detailed rules. Their rules made keeping the Sabbath a burden rather than a help to people. They distracted people from God's real intention for the Sabbath. 

sacred
means having special religious value or significance. It is something that is not for common use, but to be used for worshiping or serving God.

sacrifice 
is a costly gift given to God, or the death of one life to save another. In the Old Testament time, the life of an innocent animal was sacrificed to have a person’s sins forgiven. It was a substitute punishment for offenses against God, for violating his laws of justice and goodness.  Jesus made the perfect, complete sacrifice of Himself to save us. The innocent Son of God, accepted death in place of the guilty—all people—so they can be forgiven, go free, and live. So after Jesus did that, Christians do not sacrifice animals, but instead they want to give themselves to God in gratitude, love and obedience.

Sadducees
were a major Jewish sect of aristocratic, wealthier priests and non-priests. Their primary concerns were political rather than religious. They wanted to keep peace with the Romans who occupied their country, so the general populace hated them because the Sadducees appeased the Romans in order to preserve their own prosperity and security at the expense of the common people’s hopes for change, relief, justice and freedom. Their religious beliefs differed from the Pharisees and from the Bible. One difference was that they did not believe in the resurrection after death, and judgment with rewards or punishment in the next life. Another difference was that they believed that the writings of Moses (the first five books of the Old Testament) had greater authority that the rest of the Old Testament, which was subordinate to the first five books.

salvation
is rescue by God. God wants to save us from all the destructive consequences of our evil inner nature, evil way of living, and broken relationship to God. It is a work that God does. It is a process that changes our heart and life more and more. It develops a good character in us, and a good relationship with God. God heals our corrupted mind and sets us free from the controlling power of evil desires—our selfish, sinful nature. God saves us from everlasting punishment after death that we deserve because of our rebellion against him. God gives us joy and peace with him now in our present world. That joy and peace becomes perfect in eternity when God gives us new life after our physical death.
Samaritans
were people living north of the central area of the Jews. Centuries before, some lower-class Jews had intermarried with non-Jewish people living there. So Samaritans were part Jew and part non Jew ethnically and religiously. The Jews despised and shunned the Samaritans, and thought they were superior to the Samaritans and more faithful to God's laws. The Samaritans generally hated the Jews.

Sanhedrin
“From the beginning of the second century BC to … AD 66, [the Sanhedrin] was the supreme court of the Jewish nation. Under the Roman occupation of Judea it controlled internal Jewish affairs. The reigning high priest was ex officio president and it comprised seventy other ‘elders’. At this time it was dominated by the ‘chief priests’ (members of the families from which the high priest was drawn), who belonged to the party of the Sadducees; but the views of the Pharisaic minority could not be ignored.

Satan
is the powerful, evil spirit-being who was once a servant to God in Heaven before the universe was created. But he led a rebellion of other angels against God. Since then he attempts to destroy any good that God plans or makes. He tries to get people to rebel against God and disobey God. Satan is not just an impersonal power of evil, but is person: a being with intelligence and will who can plan and execute evil.

save
to rescue from the control and consequences of sin. Sin progressively destroys a person. It brings guilt, condemnation and everlasting separation from God and His benefits. God wants to save us out of all that.

Savior
God who forgives our sins and will rescue us from all evil. God had promised, in the Old Testament Bible time, to send a Savior to the Jews. The Jews wanted God to send a powerful Jewish king who would set them free from the oppression of the Romans who had conquered their world. But God planned to send a Savior who would totally rescue people of all nations from the greatest problems of mankind. He would save people from all the problems caused by mankind's rebellion against God and broken relationship with God. He would bring everlasting peace to the world, forgive believers' sin and guilt, and bring them into everlasting life with God.

scribe
Same as "expert in the law." See definition above.

Scriptures
are the set of authoritative writings given by God through men whom he selected and supernaturally inspired and directed to write exactly what God wanted written and preserved. This is God's message for all time for all people of the world. At the time when the New Testament was written, Scriptures meant all of the Old Testament. Now it means the Old and New Testaments—the whole Bible.

separation
to put/keep apart two plus things/people by placing a barrier or space between them. 

shame 
painful feeling of knowing one is not honorable or is guilty; disgraced before people. 

shepherd
cared for a flock of sheep. He loved and protected his sheep that would get lost and killed if they did not have a shepherd to take care of them. Shepherds were low on the wage scale and had low social status.

Simon
was the apostle Peter's name that described Peter in his ordinary human nature before Jesus called him to be his disciple and to be changed by God. 

Sin
is the sickness of spirit, of human moral nature. It is a state or basic attitude of rebellion against God. A broken relationship with God results when we turn away from God to our own way. This condition of the heart produces its attitudes and actions called sins. Sins are evil thoughts, attitudes, words and acts that violate God's laws. Failure to love, respect and obey God, and to love, respect and do good to people, are sins also.

sinner
a person who violates God’s laws and does evil. He does not respect God nor want to obey him. He is liable to God’s judgment and condemnation unless he repents.

“sinners” 
(in quotation marks in the NIV Bible) was a term the Pharisees used to set apart a group of people who did not follow their laws and traditions, and had a public reputation for being bad.

Sodom 
was a city at the south end of the Dead Sea in Palestine. God destroyed it about 1900 B.C. because of its degenerate, destructive immorality—including homosexual practice. Genesis 19:24 reports, "The Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire . . . out of heaven."

Son of David
was a title for Jesus Christ. God had made David king over his people, Israel, 1000 years before Jesus. Jesus was a descendant of David, so Jesus was in the royal line of kings over Israel. But centuries earlier in the Bible God had given the title "Son of David" to the person whom God would send into the world to govern as his king over all the world, not just over Israel. This Son of David would bring God's final salvation, justice, peace and the rule of God to the whole world.

Son of God
is the title for Jesus that describes His eternal relationship with God the Father, and His nature, being, as essentially God.

Son of Man
the name or title for Christ used in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies hundreds of years before Jesus lived on earth. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" from God’s Heaven to earth with God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, to rescue God's people, and to rule over all forever. Then all the people in the world will worship him. (Dan. 7:14) Only God deserves worship, so the Son of Man is God also. Jesus said that He is that Son of Man. Jesus is given the name “Son of Man” because it describes Jesus as a human being, in addition to his being the ever-living God. The Son of God came from God’s eternal Heaven and was born on earth through his human parent—his mother Mary. Because he took on a human nature, he could understand how we feel in our temptations and sufferings, and be successfully tested and qualified to judge other people--their motives, decisions actions and failings. So God the Father gave his Son the rightful authority to judge all other people in the world
the Spirit
with a capital "S," refers to God the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is one of the three persons of the single entity, or being, named God. The Bible introduces us to God the Father (sometimes just called “God”), God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit (“the Spirit”). As three distinct persons, they speak to each other, and speak about each other. Yet they are in each other as one infinite spirit. God’s being or substance is spirit, and not a material body like ours. Therefore, we cannot mentally picture what God is like. Our minds could not know what God is like unless God told us about Himself. We must believe what He tells us in human terms about Himself. Then we can know and communicate with the three persons who are one God.

spiritual nature
part of the non-material make-up of people; non-physical being aware of God; heart. 

state 
condition of a person or thing with respect to circumstances or qualities; being. 

substance 
that which something is made of; its essence, fundamental property. 

substitute 
is someone or something that takes the place of someone or something else. For example, if a football player is injured, a substitute player comes into the game to play for the injured player. Jesus became a substitute for us sinners by taking the penalty that sinners deserve, and dying for us.

summarize
a brief and concise statement of what has happened or occurred; review; outline. 

synagogue
the building where Jews, and converts to the Jewish religion, meet for their religious instruction and worship.

tax collector
was a Jew who collected taxes from his fellow countrymen to pay the Romans. The Romans controlled the Jews’ nation by military force. Tax collectors got rich by collecting more money than they needed for the Romans. But they suffered shame, disgrace and rejection because the Jews hated the tax collectors who were traitors and broke their moral laws. They regarded tax collectors as outcasts, and expelled them from the synagogues.
teachers of the
priests and professional scholars of the "Old Testament," which is that first part of the Bible that was 


law 
written before the time of Jesus Christ. They produced accurate copies of that Bible and other 



Jewish religious laws and writings. They taught and defended the authority of the Old Testament and their traditions. They acted as official judges to decide questions about what was legally correct, and what was unlawful. Their books of the Old Testament came from God, and so were truly the Law of God. At that time these "Scriptures" were the only written information and instructions given to the world by God's full authority and supervision. But their "traditions" were man-made rules that their religious leaders had added through the centuries. These were meant to explain, apply and extend God's laws, but often they opposed the intent of God's laws, or just added a burden beyond God's life-promoting principles.

tempt
to trick, lead, or push someone to do something wrong or unwise; entice to do evil. 

temptations
are attractions or invitations to do evil—morally wrong thoughts and actions.

text
a small amount of written material from a larger source or book, as in a Bible text .

tomb
a grave, like a cave dug into a hill or rock, to bury a dead person.

transcendent
means beyond or “above,” and greater than, the realm of the material and human universe in which we exist. God is transcendent in that He is different from, and not a part of, the material universe and mind of created beings.

transgressions
sins. Transgressions violate (do not obey) God's laws. They are acts of rebellion against God's authority, and therefore against God.

transgressor
a person who violates the laws of God and/or laws of a human government.

translation
complete change of the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts from the Bible to one a particular spoken language (e.g., English, Mandarin, Japanese, etc.). 

treat
actions directed toward someone or thing; management of others; to do to others. 

trust
unquestioning belief in the integrity, strength, or ability of a person or thing; can be relied upon to do what has been said; count upon; depend; rely; believe.

truth
a fact; the true and actual state of something; a verified principle; reality; honesty.

universe
all objects (known and unknown) and phenomenon created in space and time. 

unlawful
against a law; not allowed; rebellious; wrong; illegal; criminal; unjust; lawless.

values
what a person considers to be more important, or less important, or worth more, or less; priorities; an order of preference for various objects and interests.

a vision
seeing and hearing into the spiritual dimension, or world. God produces the vision in a person's eyes and ears (or in the brain only).

wickedness
immoral living, doing evil, breaking God's laws of right actions and attitudes.

witness (noun)
is someone who has seen an event. Or knows the facts or evidence, and who reports what he knows, or testifies about it in court.

woe
an interjection (expression) of denunciation or grief: such as, "How terrible for you (or me);"You are (or I am) in big trouble; you deserve punishment; you are doomed." was a warning about the consequences—the terrible results—of their sinful condition. It warned about God’s final judgment of them at the end of their lives. It expressed Jesus’ grief, sorrow, that they will suffer punishment, even though they deserve the punishment.

The Word
is a title for Jesus Christ because God spoke to the world through Jesus. Jesus brought the truth of God to us. God in Heaven does not have a physical body, so we cannot see or hear Him as a Spirit Being. So He came to live on earth in human form to show Himself to us, speak to us, and rescue us.

world
The term, “world,” in the Bible has various meanings. “It may refer to the Universe as the object of creation (John 1:10), the materialistic order that allures men [away] from God (1 John 2:15-16), or mankind in general as the object of God’s love (John 3:16). (Or) it refers to the mass of unbelievers who are indifferent or hostile to God and his people.”
  Most often it refers to human values and practices as opposed to God's.

worship
to give God the respect, recognition, honor, submission and praise which He is worthy of for his infinite power, authority wisdom, love, greatness and goodness, and for his good works. We, created, provided, forgiven and saved by his love, mercy and power, owe him worship. 

wrath (of God)
God's right anger about evil. That includes the judicial action that God takes to punish evil, as justice requires. God does not have the sinful kind of anger like some human anger. His anger is a right anger that hates evil, even as we, too, get angry about evil. As the perfectly good ruler and judge of all that he created, God must destroy evil and judge those who break his laws. The penalty for sin is eternal, conscious, spiritual death. That is everlasting separation from the holy God, and everlasting suffering in Hell for those who refuse to be justified by God by receiving God's forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ who died to pay for our sins. Robert Mounce (New International Biblical Commentary, p.27, quoting Grant and Rowley, Dictionary of the Bible, rev., ed.: J. Hastings, p.34) defines it as “not the emotion of anger but that part of his divine holiness that actively repudiates that which is unholy in his creatures.”
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