ENGLISH CLASS STUDY OF DOUBLE MEANINGS OR DOUBLE REFERENCES

Hint: words having double meanings are underlined. (P.Champoux adapted from: 10/12/01 Year's Best Headlines FRISBIE4GOLF@aol.com)

The Year's Best Headlines
New Vaccine May Contain Rabies  (Both meanings of “contain” are verbs.)

Two Sisters Reunited After 18 Years at Checkout Counter (read “at checkout ..” after “reunited.”)

Hospitals are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors (“7 foot-doctors” or 7-foot doctors?”)

Teacher Strikes Idle Kids (“strikes” used as either noun or verb. “idle” adjective or verb.) 

Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers  (both meanings of “run down” are verbs. 

Jaywalking means crossing a street in an illegal manner or place, not straight across at a corner.)

Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges  (two kinds of “red tape,” also, two meanings for “hold’s up.”)

Deer Kill 17,000 (“kill” is used as either a verb with “Deer” as subject, or as a noun modified by adjective, “Deer.”)
Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant  (“try” & “shooting” can go together as a verb pair, or 

else “shooting” is used as an adjective modifying “defendant.”)

Enraged Cow Injures Farmer With Ax  (double reference: who—or what—has the ax?)

President Clinton Wins on Budget, But More Lies Ahead (“lies” can be verb or noun. To 
understand, must know American history in 1990’s: Clinton’s famous perjury, lying )

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Additional, optional: find which words have the double meanings or the double references.

Stolen Painting Found by Tree (does “by” mean “near,” or “by action of” something or someone?)
Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half 

Drunk Gets Nine Months in Violin Case

Eye Drops Off Shelf 

New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group 

Kids Make Nutritious Snacks 

Chef Throws His Heart into Helping Feed Needy 

Ban On Soliciting Dead in Trotwood 

Iraqi Head Seeks Arms 

Experts Say School Bus Passengers Should Be Belted (“Belted” can mean to hit with a clothing belt.)

Survivor of Siamese Twins Joins Parents 



Some more—do these another day when have more time. 

First 2 have  double meanings: whose death? The others are humorous because they  say the obvious
Miners Refuse to Work after Death 

Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead 

Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash Expert Says 

Plane Too Close to Ground, Crash Probe Told

War Dims Hope for Peace 

