
GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 34

BEGINNING THOUGHTS – Whom do we want to please most of all—people, or God?
During political campaigns in the United States, news commentators try to analyze the speeches and political positions of the candidates. The commentators believe that the candidates are not fair and wanting to help all groups of people equally as they claim to do in their speeches. The commentators look for hidden motives. They think that the candidate favors the powerful “interest group” that will get them elected to office. So then the commentator presents the candidate’s position in light of the commentator’s analysis or assumptions or his own political bias. This is called putting his “spin” on the news. The commentator tries to show how the candidate really wants to get power or keep his office, rather than to serve honestly.

As you read about Jesus’ life in the Bible, you can see how he hated the hypocrisy practiced by many of the leaders of the community. And he did not try to stay popular with those who had power and who could either help or hurt him. Instead, he followed the mission that God the Father sent him into the world to do. He brought relief to those who suffered, and spoke God’s truth to everyone. As you read about this in today’s Bible reading, think about your own motives that affect how you respond to Jesus. Do you want to be accepted by people more than by God? Or do you want truth and God most of all?

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 13:10-17

DEFINITIONS

13: 11 - Crippled by a spirit (NIV) an evil spirit . . . made her crippled NCV). These evil spirits are also called demons. Demons had been angels serving God in Heaven, but they later followed a chief angel, Lucifer—or Satan, the devil—when he rebelled against God. Satan uses his army of demons in his attempts to control and destroy people and to ruin all of God's creation. All sickness is not caused directly by action of demons. But this woman's was.

13: 14 - Synagogue ruler. The synagogue was the building where Jews, and converts to the Jewish religion, meet for their religious instruction and worship. This president of the synagogue would have been an important religious and social leader of the people.

13: 14 - Not on the Sabbath. The Sabbath was the seventh day of the week. God had told Israel to make that day special. God wanted Israel to remember that he created the world and gave them all that they have. They were to rest from their usual daily work so that they could worship God in the temple or synagogue. But the religious leaders had added to God's law many of their own detailed rules. Their rules made practicing the Sabbath difficult. It became a burden, rather than a help, to people. This ruler tried to forbid the good work of healing on the Sabbath day. If people waited until the day after the Sabbath to come to be healed, Jesus may have been gone to heal in other cities. Then they would not meet Jesus and not be healed.

13: 15 - Hypocrites are people who pretend to be something that they really are not. Hypocrisy is trying to appear to be better than what we really are or want to be. Hypocrites try to make themselves look good when they really do not want to do good.

13: 16 - Daughter of Abraham means that she was a Jew by race (Jewish ethnicity). Jesus may also have meant that she was like Abraham by her faith in God. God had promised to care for Abraham and his descendants.

13: 16 - Satan a powerful, evil spirit-being who had been a servant to God until he led a rebellion against God. He tries to destroy everything that God made good and beautiful in the material world, in human character and in society. He tempts people to disobey God. As general of his army of demons, he directs them and is responsible for what they do.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible (The questions in this section can be answered briefly)

1. How much had this woman suffered? See 13:11,16

2. How was she cured? 13:12,13

3. What was her response to what Jesus did? 13:13

4. Compare the response of the synagogue ruler with the response of the woman. 13:14

5. Other opponents of Jesus had also criticized him for healing on the Sabbath Day. They agreed with the synagogue ruler’s criticism of Jesus now. Compare the way that they wanted the woman to be treated, with how they treated just animals. (Their animals were property that had financial value for them.) 13:14,15,16

6. The attitude of the synagogue ruler and the other opponents brought what result to them? 13:17

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

7. Why, do you think, did Jesus heal her? Give two reasons, or motivations. 13:12,13,15,17 

8. Why, do you think, did the synagogue ruler treat animals better than he wanted to treat that woman? 13:15,16

9. How were they being "hypocrites?" 13:15

10. Summarize what you learned about Jesus from this report.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide to open your heart to Jesus love and power

11. Will you accept Jesus' love and power to heal your inner life—your spirit? Then will you thank, praise and love him? 




Luke Unit 34 Answers

1. She suffered the painful physical handicap of being constantly bent over for eighteen years, and her body and circumstances were under the control of the evil power of Satan.

2. She met Jesus. He had compassion and mercy for her. He spoke to her, touched her, and released her from Satan's control.

3. She stood up straight, and expressed gratitude and worship to God by praising him for what he had done for her.

4. His response was opposite the response of the woman. He criticized the good, merciful work Jesus had done—he criticized the miraculous cure God made. He felt angry and threatened by Jesus' authority, power and loving kindness to people that made Jesus popular with the people. He was afraid (and maybe ashamed) to speak directly to Jesus, so he scolded the other people instead.

5. They wanted different treatment for the woman than they wanted for their animals. They would not care if the woman were left in her terrible suffering. But they would not let their animals get even thirsty!

6. Their evil attitude and hypocrisy were exposed publicly, so they were put to shame. They lost some of the respect that people had for them.

7. a) Jesus felt compassion and love for her. He "saw her" in her sad condition and suffering. As people care about the needs of a thirsty ox or donkey, how much more Jesus cares about the suffering of a human person. 

b) He cured her so that the woman, and the other people, would know that God was in Jesus working miracles of power and kindness, and so that they would give the praise, honor, to God that God deserves.

8. He cared more about the animals because the animals were his property. It was in his own self-interest, benefit, to keep them healthy and contented. And he was not a true "son" of Abraham by having the same kind of faith and love for God which Abraham had. If he had been a "son of Abraham," then he would have loved this "daughter of Abraham."

9. They were hypocrites because the way that they talked was not the way that they really felt inside. When they criticized Jesus for working on the Sabbath day, they were pretending to respect God by respecting the Sabbath day that God had established to be a special day. But when it was in their own interest to do work on the Sabbath, then they did do work, which was what they criticized Jesus for doing. So their actions showed that they really did not care about honoring God. Rather, they criticized Jesus' work on the Sabbath because they just wanted to keep their control over the people, and were jealous of Jesus' popularity and authority.

10. a) Jesus has God's power. Jesus is stronger and greater than Satan and his evil demon spirits who wanted the woman to be crippled. Jesus can heal the damage that Satan makes.

b) Jesus cares about people's suffering. 

c) He does what is right and good, even if people criticize him for doing it.

11. Answer this personally to yourself and God.




GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 35

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Have you tried to improve your habits or character, but failed? Is there another Power who can transform your life?

In the United States, people laugh about making "New Year's resolutions" to make improvements in their habits. About January 1, some make a resolution, or promise to themselves, to stop smoking, or to begin a diet to lose weight, or to read a book a week, or to stop yelling at their spouses and children. It is a joke because usually their resolutions last for only a very brief time, and then they fall back into their same old habits. Though they tried, these people could not make any lasting change in their behavior. 

The same happens in the world of nations. Governments and the United Nations say they want peace in all the world, and can have it if we try. But there always have been tragic wars. War and buildup of military armaments continue in the present time. But there is one hope for the kind of changes that we all want and need. Jesus Christ tells us about a Power that can change individuals, and will one day change the whole world. Jesus describes the power of the kingdom of God. Let's read about what God's kingdom is and does, and how we can experience that power in our lives. 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 13:18-21

DEFINITIONS

13: 18 - The kingdom of God is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. Sometimes it includes the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect.
13: 19 - Mustard seed. The kind which grew in that country, Palestine, was a very small seed, yet able to grow into a tree, Nicotiana Glauca, or into the ten to fifteen foot high tree-like plant, Brassica Nigra (black mustard). The seed is so small, but powerful to produce such a large result. 

13: 19 - Birds of the air represent, or illustrate, the nations of the world.

13: 21 - Made the dough rise. (NCV) A better translation is this one in the New International Version: It worked all through the dough. (NIV) "All through the dough" illustrates the spread of Gods kingdom on earth in two ways. First, the presence and rule of Jesus in his Christian church which has grown and spread around the world. Second, the power and love of God which more and more fills and transforms the individual Christian's character and life.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible (The questions in this section can be answered briefly)

1. Jesus described what God's kingdom does by comparing it to the action of two things: a mustard seed, and yeast. What did the mustard seed do, and what did the yeast do? See Luke 13:19 and 21.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

2. What is the same about the mustard seed and the yeast? What they do the same?  13:19 and 21

3. What is required for that result to happen?

4. The actions of the mustard seed and the yeast illustrate two places where the kingdom of God grows. Those two kinds of growth are described in the Bible readings below. Describe the one illustrated in a), and the other in b).

a) Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. He appointed twelve—designating them apostles—that they might be with him and that he might send them out to preach. (Mark 3:13,14) 


 (Jesus told his followers,) "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." . . . In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a hundred and twenty). . . . they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 


 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs-- we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 


 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say." . . . "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." . . . Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. . . . And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts 1:8, 15; 2:1-11, 36, 41, 47b) 


 Many who heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand. (Acts 4:4) 



So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7) 

 
 A great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. . . . Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. (Acts 8:1b, 4-8) 


 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." (Matthew 28:19,20)

b)
Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 3:18a) 


 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. (Colossians 3:5-10) 


 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 


. . . become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. (Ephesians 4:13-15)

5. Did Jesus know correctly what would happen to the Kingdom of God in the future—even to today, 2,000 years later? 13:19,21 (See also the definitions, above, for "birds of the air," and "worked all through the dough.")

6. How, do you think, could Jesus know correctly what would happen so far into the future?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide who or what will rule over your life.

7. Have you asked God to "plant the seed" of his kingdom and rule in your heart and life? Do you love and obey the Lord Jesus more and more? Is your relationship with him growing and (like the yeast in dough) transforming your life more and more?




Luke Unit 35 Answers

1. The mustard seed grew into a tree, and the yeast also grew and permeated, filled, the whole lump of dough. 

2. Both start out as small things, but end up much, much larger. So both have powerful life in them which produces great effects. And both grow at a gradual, continuous rate.

3. The seed only has to be planted in the ground, and the yeast put into the dough. Then a certain time period must pass while the process develops.

4. a) The kingdom of God is God's presence and rule in the hearts and lives of people who believe God and receive Jesus to be their Savior and Lord. These followers of Jesus are called the Church. The Christian Church began very small, but grew and multiplied in number through the centuries of time since it began, and spread through more and more nations around the world geographically.


b) The rule of God in an individual's life—the spiritual life of a Christian—has a beginning point in time, but then must continue to grow greater.

5. Yes, the Kingdom of God has continued to grow and spread into all the world, as Jesus said it would.

6. Only God can know the future for certain. Because Jesus is God, together with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, he knows the future that the father has planned. And God is able to make his plans happen in the future.

7. God loves you and wants you. Do you want God and his rule in your life? What is your decision?




GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 36

BEGINNING THOUGHTS – Resist or receive love and help?
Elizabeth Elliot
 tells a true story about a man who tried to help his nephew who was in serious trouble. The young man had become a rebellious delinquent, and now had broken into a neighbor's house and stolen his hunting guns. The uncle knew it would be extremely dangerous to confront him about his crime, but he wanted to help him because he loved this boy and his father, and knew the grief in the father's heart. So though the man's wife was frightened, and he had small children who loved him, he decided to go and try to persuade the boy to confess his crime and not get into any worse trouble. He went to the boy's house.

His wife waited for him to return home for lunch. It got later and later in the day, but he did not return. Finally, police came with tragic news for the wife that her husband had been shot dead!

That exactly illustrates the love and suffering of God when he came to us from his home in Heaven to save us. Read about it in Luke 13.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 13:31-35

DEFINITIONS

13: 31 - This place (NIV) here (NCV) apparently was an area under the governor Herod's jurisdiction, approximately today's countries of Lebanon and Jordan.

13: 32 - Fox was considered to be insignificant animal—a pest (small troublemaker), rather than a great danger. Herod would not have any power over God's plans and God's leader, Jesus.

13: 32 - Third day . . . goal may refer to the final victory of Jesus' life on earth, the climax and completion of his saving work here. This was when he willingly gave his life to save us. He let people kill him on a wooden cross. He forgave people for doing that, and forgave the sins of people who lived around the world in all centuries of world history. Then he victoriously rose alive from the grave on the third day after his death.

13: 33 - No prophet can die outside Jerusalem! (NIV) cannot be killed anywhere except in Jerusalem (NCV). This as a figure of speech for emphasis, a literary form like sarcasm. The Old Testament reports show that the people of Jerusalem, led by their religious and political rulers, had a history of persecuting and killing the prophets whom God sent to warn and save the Jewish nation.

13: 35 - Your house is left to you desolate (NIV) completely empty (NCV). Jesus warned them ahead of time that their famous temple, its religious leaders, many Jews, and the city of Jerusalem would be destroyed soon by the Roman army. (That actually happened in 70 A.D.)

13: 35 - Not see me again until you say, Blessed is he . . . Jesus was about to leave this earth and go to God's heaven until the time when he will return to earth with God's power and glory. Then he will establish his eternal kingdom over all. The Jews living at that future time of Jesus' return will recognize and worship Jesus as being God himself, their Messiah, 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible

1. Did Jesus know what was going to happen to him in Jerusalem? What was it that he knew would happen? See 13:31,33.

2. Did Jesus try to avoid, escape, that death? 13:32,33

3. What did Jesus want to do for the people of Jerusalem? 13:34

4. Did they let Jesus do that? Did they accept God's warnings through his prophets and through Jesus, and did they want his "wings" of parental protection? 13:34

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

5. In Jesus we see God's attitude toward people—because Jesus is God who came to live in our world as a man to save the world. Look at Jesus' reaction, and describe God's attitude, feeling, toward people who reject him and who reject God's love and help. 13:34

6. What was the result of rejecting God in Jesus, and rejecting God's warnings sent through many prophets? 13:35

7. If the outcome of a person's life on earth is separation from God and from God's salvation (this separation is a place called Hell), does that happen because of God's will, or their will? Is it because God wanted that to happen, or because of their own choice? 13:34

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Let Jesus draw you close to himself, into his protection and eternal salvation 

8. How do you feel about God who loves you so much that he came to live on earth in a human body so that he could suffer and die to pay the debt of our sins, and to rescue us?

9. How will you respond to that kind of God—reject him, or receive him as your Savior and Ruler?


Luke Unit 36 Answers

1. Yes. He knew that he would be killed by the Romans and the Jews ("people of Jerusalem”).

2. No. He willingly went to Jerusalem to be killed in God's plan to forgive and save people.

3. He wanted to bring them to himself and keep them safe under his protection, like a mother hen does with her baby chicks.

4 No, they were "not willing."

5. He still loves them and wants to gather them to himself. He is very sad that people refuse his offer to rescue and protect them, and refuse his invitation to come into a close, loving relationship with God.

6. They would suffer terrible destruction beginning with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans 70 A.D. Then would continue to suffer throughout the centuries since. (The Jews were not different from other people generally. They were an example of everyone who does not accept God’s warnings, everyone who does not repent and recognize Jesus as the "blessed" one who comes in the "name"—authority and divine nature—of the Lord God. Such people, also, will in the future lose everything, and suffer forever in eternity. 

7. Jesus said "I longed to gather you to myself (into a relationship with God in Christ now—and in eternity in heaven), but you were not willing." He healed people, set them free from destructive demons, and even suffered and died to save us. But people rejected Jesus because he is God, and because he told them the truth that would require them to repent of their sins and obey God.

8, 9. Answer these most important questions to yourself and to God who knows your thoughts and hears your prayers.


 GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 37

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Have you found the door to true freedom and life ? 

Before the "Berlin Wall" was removed a few years ago, it separated East Germany from West Germany. The government in East Germany built the wall to keep its citizens from crossing the border into West Germany. Many tried to escape.

Many East Germans were desperate to escape, hoping to find freedom and a better life in West Germany. So they risked their lives running across the border, or swimming the river on the border, while the soldiers guarding the border shot at them. They would look for the place that gave them the best chance to escape. Finding the truly safe path to freedom made the difference between living or being shot dead. Then they would watch for that narrow moment of opportunity when the guard had walked the farthest away and would not see them run. If they hesitated too long, and missed that narrow door of opportunity, they might be killed. Some dug tunnels under the barrier, and those were their "doors" to freedom. 

You and I also have to decide which of two governments, or kingdoms, we will live under now and for the unending years of eternity. This does not mean two nations that we must choose between, but two governments. One, the kingdom of God, means being governed by God now, and living in his place in the eternal Heaven in the next life. The second is being under the governing control of the power of sin, and the Devil, Satan in the present world, and in a place of everlasting suffering and separation from God after death. There is a very narrow "door" to the much better life in the kingdom of God. Read what Jesus says about entering that kingdom.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 13:22-30

DEFINITIONS

13:23 – Saved. The people were asking how many people would get into God's eternal kingdom in Heaven in the next life, instead of being condemned to punishment in Hell. The prophet Daniel had told the Jews about God's future judgment of people after death. Those who are "saved" will enter eternal life. The others will enter eternal punishment. 

". . . Those who lie dead in the ground will rise from death. Some of them will be given eternal life, and others will receive nothing but eternal shame and disgrace." (Daniel 12:2)

The full meaning of "saved" is to be rescued from the control and consequences of sin. Sin progressively destroys a person. It brings guilt, condemnation and everlasting separation from God and His benefits. God wants to save us out of all that.

13: 24 - Make every effort (NIV) Try hard (NCV) are translations from the Greek language that Luke used to write this. The original Greek word meant the total effort of struggle in an athletic contest or military battle.

13:24 - Enter means to enter the kingdom of God, including eternal life with God in Heaven.

13:24 - Narrow door means that there is only one, very specific, way to enter God's kingdom. And also, a person's, and a nation's, time of opportunity to enter is limited. Jesus said, "I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved." (John 10:9) and Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to (God) the Father except through me." God the Father tells us about Christ, "I will also make you a light for the Gentiles (nations), that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth." and then tells us, "'In the time of my favor I will answer you. And in the day of salvation I helped you.' I tell you now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation." (Isaiah 49:49:6b, 8a, with 2 Corinthians 6:2)

13:25,27 - Know you implies a close, personal relationship or friendship between two people. It is not just knowing the facts about someone, but being compatible and united in mind and heart.

13:27 - Evildoers are people who do not respect or love God. So they choose to violate God’s laws, and do not want God to change them and rule them. They habitually think and act selfishly and immorally, hating and hurting people. We all are “evildoers,” or “sinners,” by our nature until we humble ourselves, repent and ask God to forgive us and to change our hearts.

13:28 - Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Abraham and his son and grandson were the first ancestors of the Jews. They believed and obeyed God. The Jews thought that they would be in God's kingdom just because they were descendants of Abraham. 

13:29 - From the east and west and north and south means some people from all the nations around the world outside of the Jews' country.

13: 28 - Weeping and gnashing of teeth (NIV) Cry and grind your teeth with pain (NCV) is an expression of deepest horror, regret and grief for losing forever the opportunity to have everlasting life with God in his kingdom of beauty, light, joy and fulfillment in his eternal heaven.

13: 30 - Those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last (NIV) Those who have the highest place now who will have the lowest place in the future (kingdom of God) (NCV) expresses a complete reversal of the order expected by the Jews. They were the first to be offered God's eternal kingdom by Jesus and his disciples. But as a nation, they refused to accept Jesus as their king. So the Jews lost their position of priority, or prominence, in God's kingdom. But the Gentiles (all the non-Jewish nations), who heard about Jesus later, developed the largest and strongest Christian churches. They became the leaders in the worldwide kingdom of God—the part on earth of the eternal kingdom of God.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible

1. What attitude should people have about entering God's kingdom through a narrow (specific, correct, only, or timely,) door? See 13:24.

2. When did these people try to get in? 13:25

3. Why were these people not admitted in? 13:25, 27

4. What is the result when a person does not enter the only door when he or she has the opportunity to enter? 13:28,29

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

5. Jesus had been teaching the people in "the towns and villages." So what was the "door" those people should have entered, and when? 13:22

6. Who is the person, illustrated by the "owner of the house," who has the authority to open or close the door of opportunity? See 13:26,27.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide how you will respond to Jesus and the life with him he offers 

7. What is your response to God's invitation to enter his kingdom? Which of these is your response to Jesus presented to you in his message, the Bible:


a) Neglect or uncaring indifference ("too busy," etc.)?


b) Resistance to, or rejection of, God's authority over you?


c) Refusal to believe what God has said and done in Jesus Christ?


d) Desire and sincere effort to learn all you can about God and his way to enter his everlasting kingdom and be saved by Jesus Christ?


e) Entering the door to God's kingdom by asking Jesus Christ to become your Savior and King over your life.

Luke Unit 37 Answers

1. "Make every effort" means to earnestly seek entrance. So getting into God's kingdom should be a person's highest priority, the most important goal in life.

2. They tried to get in only after the door was closed.

3. They had no relationship with the owner. (He did "not know" them.) And they were "evildoers."

4. That person is forever excluded from entering that place (meaning God's kingdom, which Jesus is describing), and from celebrating with joy the "feast" (banquet) of fellowship with the owner of the house, Jesus.

5. The door was the opportunity to know God by seeing God in Jesus' supernatural miracles, love, goodness and teachings. The people should have believed Jesus' teachings and believed what he said about who he is--God their Savior. They should have entered God's kingdom through Jesus when they had that door of opportunity--the time when they were deciding to receive or reject him.

6. That owner is Jesus himself who had been with them, eating and drinking with them, and teaching them.

7. Think about your decision, and about what God offers to you. God wants to welcome you into his kingdom. The West German government did not want to keep the East German refugees from escaping to their country. It was the East German government, and anyone's unwillingness to try to escape, which kept people from a better life. In your life, you must believe that God's loving rule over you will be so much better than being ruled by yourself or being held captive by evil Satan, the Devil. Will you use the door to everlasting life with God that he offers you now, or will you miss that narrow door, and regret it with hopeless grief later?

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 38

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What can make you be a person who has value, importance? 

The competition of world-class athletes in the Olympic games is watched by millions around the world. But have you heard about the "Special Olympics?" The participants in these games are handicapped people—In wheel chairs, or blind, or physically disabled by some disease. Some ski on one leg. Others play basketball in wheel chairs. They may not be "Number One" in the world in regular sports. But their spirit is strong. They are not as famous as the other Olympic athletes, but they have done the best they can with what they have. People admire them for it. How would you rank or value these handicapped people as human persons?

By what do you measure your own value or importance as a person? Is it by comparing your achievements academically, financially, or socially, with the achievements of other people? Does it depend on your social status—how people rank you—on a high or low level compared to other people? Do you feel important only if you get more praise and recognition from people than what other people get? Does your worth as a person come from what people think of you, or from what God made you to be, and what God thinks of you? Are you at peace about what you are, or are you frustrated or discouraged? Jesus can give us a new outlook on life—a true understanding about how to become what we should be. Let's read about this.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 14:1-14

DEFINITIONS

14: 1, 3 - Sabbath is the seventh day of the week. God had told Israel to make that day special. God wanted Israel to remember that he created the world and gave them all they have. They were to rest from their usual daily work so that they could worship God in the temple or synagogue. But the religious leaders had added to God's law many of their own detailed rules. Their rules made keeping the Sabbath a difficult burden, rather than a help, to people. They distracted people from God's real intention for the Sabbath.

14: 1, 3 - Pharisees were a very strict Jewish religious sect. They tried to exactly follow the religious rules and traditions of their ancestors and their religious establishment. They condemned people who did not follow their rules. Many of them were proud of their superior record of religious performance. 

14: 1 – Carefully watched. They carefully watched Jesus because they were trying to find something wrong with what he was doing. They wanted to accuse him of violating their religious rules. They wanted to discredit him.

14:2 - Dropsy is an abnormal accumulation of fluid in the body, often because of a faulty heart or diseased kidneys.

14:3 - Experts in the law (NIV) Teachers of the Law (NCV) studied, interpreted and taught the laws that God gave through his prophet Moses centuries before, and the man-made rules and traditions which the elders, or religious leaders after Moses, had added. They acted as official judges to decide questions about what was legally correct, and what was unlawful.

14:7 - Places of honor. Dinners with invited guests were important social events. Guests were placed at the table in hierarchical order. The person of greater importance, reputation or position in society was honored with a seat nearer to the host.

14:14 - Resurrection is the act of God restoring a person to life in a new body after their first body has died. Jesus rose alive from death on the third day after he died. Sometime in the future God will give a new, indestructible body to everyone after they die.

14:14 - Righteous means perfectly fulfilling God's requirements. No human person has obeyed God's laws, or loved God with all his or her heart and loved his neighbor as he loves himself. Only the unique, divine Son of God, Jesus, has done that. The only way we can fulfill what God requires to be righteous and acceptable to God is to have Jesus' righteousness credited to our account by God. God makes us righteous in his sight—In his court of law—when we trust Jesus' payment for our sins by his death, and receive Him to be our Savior, and Lord.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. How did the Pharisees and experts in the law answer Jesus' questions in 14:3-6?

2. The Pharisees and experts in the law would do the "work" of rescuing their sons—and even their animals—from suffering. They would do that work even though it meant violating their Sabbath Day rules. But they did not want this poor diseased man rescued from his suffering on the Sabbath Day. Compare their attitude toward the man, with their attitude toward their animals. (Attitude means, how they felt about him, valued him, treated him.) See 14:2-6

3. Why, do you think, did they remain silent in 14:6?

4. The religious leaders' attitude toward the sick man, and toward the Sabbath rules, shows what their values, priorities and beliefs were. Their attitude showed what they valued as important or unimportant. Notice what the values and priorities of Jesus were. 

How did the religious leaders' attitude compare with Jesus' attitude toward that man? Why, do you think, did the leaders hold to those rules? 14:2-6

5. Jesus did not obey that society's rules prohibiting all kinds of work and other activities on the Sabbath, even healing, which they defined as "work." So do you think that Jesus did not want any rules? Did he reject all laws of behavior?

6. Since Jesus was not following the Pharisee's rules, what rules—or whose laws—was he following? And how can you know which laws are better, or right?

7. What seats at the dinner table did the guests try to get? 14:7,8

8. What good attitude were those guests lacking? (Attitude here means a person's way of thinking about himself and other people, and way of relating to people. It is a quality of moral character.) 14:10,11

9. What is the wrong way, and right way, to become honored? 14:11

10. What should be the motive, or principle, guiding our choice of guests to invite? 14:12-14

11. Jesus said that if you invite the poor to dinner, you will be blessed, you will be repaid. But the poor and disabled people cannot repay your good deed. So who will repay, reward, you if you are loving and generous? And when will you be paid? 14:14

12. Jesus taught us to believe in those fundamental facts about highest Reality, human life and destiny (a paradigm shift in our understanding of life and the world.) Summarize what you learned from that teaching. 

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide whom, and what, you will believe. 

13. Will you choose to believe—and act according to—what Jesus taught? Will you trust God and believe that: 

a) Human life does not end when a person dies physically. 

b) God will judge every person—their behavior and the secret thoughts and attitudes of their heart. 

c) Each person's choices, values and beliefs will determine his or her status in the next life—gain or loss, honor or shame, reward or punishment, everlasting life in Heaven or Hell. God will rightly assign each person's status (place, condition) in the next life according to their attitude toward God—and their behavior, which resulted from that attitude. 

d) Whether or not a person believes those truths, and trusts God, will determine the choices that he or she makes in this life, and will determine their everlasting future destiny.
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1. They refused to answer Jesus, maybe because they knew that they were wrong, and felt ashamed.

2. They cared about their own possessions—even an animal, but did not care the same way about that needy human person.

3. They remained silent because the honest answer would prove that they were wrong and would shame them. They knew that they would rescue their child or ox. But they did not want to admit that fact because they would be admitting that they were wrong in not wanting to help the suffering man in the same way. And they did not want to admit that Jesus was right.

4. Jesus had compassion for the man and wanted to help him. Jesus considered that the man was more important than the traditions of that society which were made just by people, and not by God. The Pharisees and experts in the law valued their system of rules and traditions more than they valued the poor man. They did that because their system of social customs kept them in power as leaders and keepers of it. 

5. No. He was just following a different set of principles than the Pharisees were using. Jesus agreed with the authority of some kind of law because he asked “Is it lawful?” And he showed that the Pharisees’ behavior was not right.

6. Jesus did not follow man-made rules. Instead, he followed the true, real moral law from God. Our normal, natural, unbiased conscience (sense of right and wrong) tells us that Jesus was following what is truly good and right. God created that sense of conscience in us.

7. They wanted the seats of greatest honor, recognition, nearest to the host at the head of the table.

8. They did not have humility. They should not have wanted to put themselves above other people to get greater social status and admiration than other people got. They should have cared about other people as much as they cared about themselves.

9. The way to receive true honor is to not seek it for ourselves. Instead, we should serve and honor others, and leave it to God and others to give us recognition and honor.

10. We should want to serve and help other people, especially those with the greatest need. We should not think only about what the guest can do for us in return. (Jesus did not mean that we never should enjoy getting together with friends. He just meant that we should care about the needs that other people have, and not do what we do only to get benefits for ourselves in return.)

11. The person who will repay is someone who judges, evaluates, what their behavior was during their lifetime on earth. That person is someone who can repay (reward or punish) them in the "resurrection" in the next life after death. That is not anyone in the present world. Only God can do that.

12. Jesus taught us to believe that: 

a) Human life does not end when a person dies physically. 

b) God will judge every person—their heart and behavior. 

c) Each person's choices, values and beliefs will determine his or her status in the next life—gain or loss, honor or shame, reward or punishment, everlasting life in Heaven or Hell. God will rightly assign each person's status (place, condition) in the next life according to their attitude toward God—and their behavior, which resulted from that attitude. 

d) Whether or not a person believes those truths, and trusts God, will determine the choices he or she makes in this life, and their everlasting future destiny.

13. What you decide to believe will determine your attitudes, character, behavior, and relationships, in your present life now, and then your destiny for unending years in the next world (Heaven and Hell).

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 39

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- You have been invited!
Suppose that your employer, or academic program director, invites you to his or her home for dinner. How important would that event be to you? Would you make time for it in your schedule?

In many countries a guest feels obligated to bring a gift for the host or hostess when invited to dinner. And if someone does a favor for you, it may be because you did a favor for him first. Giving and receiving must be balanced, or somewhat equal in both directions. 

If God were to give you an invitation, how important would that be to you? And what do you think God would require you to do or be, first, before he would invite you to join him in his eternal home in Heaven? You can find the answer to this question in the story Jesus told in Luke 14. Let's read it.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 14:15-24
DEFINITIONS

14: 15,16 - Feast . . . great banquet was a major social event that demonstrated a friendship or special relationship between the host and those invited. It was a privilege to be invited. Friendship obligated the invited guest to accept the invitation. To refuse the invitation would be a serious personal insult, rejecting the generous hospitality and rejecting the host

14: 15 - Kingdom of God, in this man's understanding, is the time when God will send his powerful Messiah to defeat all evil forces, and rescue God's people and establish the Messiah's rule over all the earth. In a fuller understanding, the kingdom of God also includes the place of God's eternal home with the angels in his direct presence—sometimes called "Heaven."

14:15 - Blessed means happy, or put into a very good situation by God. 

14: 17 - At the time of the banquet he sent . . . This was their second notice. An earlier notice (14:16) was given so that they could be prepared to attend the banquet.

14:21 - Poor, crippled, blind and lame were disabled, helpless people, often rejected by the larger society. They had nothing they could use to repay the host. By this invitation they received mercy and kindness, which they had not earned. 

14: 23 - Roads and country lanes were smaller, or less crowded, roads outside of town. Poor and disabled people, or those rejected by the larger society, would take refuge there. 

14: 23 - Make them come in did not mean to force them against their will, but to urge them to come. It was not compulsion, but a strong, insistent offer of hospitality.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. How many people were invited to the banquet? See 14:16

2. How important was this social event? 14:16

3. Jesus used a story to reply to the man's comment in 14:15. His story, is a parable, or illustration, of

the greater banquet and host which the man's comment was referring to. Where is that greater banquet, and who is the host?

4. Do you think the invited guest would have already looked at the field before making that expensive purchase? 14:18

5. What word is used in 14:18 to describe their reasons? Why were they called that?

6. What did those excuses show about their attitude toward the banquet and the host? (Attitude means the feeling or care one has about something, or the value he places on something.) 

7. Those invited in 14:16,17 were not interested in being with the host. They were more interested in what two other kinds of things? 


a) Use one or two words to describe what they preferred in 14:18 and 19.


b) And use another word, or few words, to describe what the man preferred in 14:20.

8. The “poor, crippled, blind and lame ” usually were not invited to such a banquet. How would they feel about being invited to the banquet? Compare their attitude to the attitude of the previous guests who were invited first. 

9. How much did the host want to share his food, home, happiness and himself with the guests? 14:16, 21-23

10. Whose fault was it that some missed the banquet? Who decided that they would be excluded? 14:16-20, 24

(After answering question 10, then read this note about the historical meaning of the story:) In history we see that God gave a special invitation to the Jewish nation first by prophets in the Jew's early history, 1,400 - 400 B.C. Then he repeated the invitation again by sending Jesus to them to be their Messiah. In Jesus' story the servants said, "Come now." The allegorical meaning of that part of the story is this: The kingdom of God was first offered by God's prophets, which we see in the Old Testament time in the Bible. Then when Jesus came, the time of God's kingdom was very near. Jesus, the Messiah whom God had promised in the Old Testament to send, now arrived. But as a nation, they rejected God both times. (Many individual Jews did believe and receive Jesus, but they were a minority number.) So then God sent his special invitation farther out to all the world through his servants. Christians brought to all nations around the world the good news of God's invitation. 

11. In the general meaning of Jesus' story for you today, what was Jesus teaching about:


a) God, 


b) God's feeling toward people, 


c) people's attitude toward God, 


d) the relationship you can have with God, and 


e) how you can get into God's home and kingdom?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide how you will respond to God's invitation to you through Jesus. 

12. God invites you to have fellowship with him. In your present life in this world God offers to meet with you in his church, and anywhere that you pray to him. He wants to feed you with the spiritual food of the life-giving truth in the Bible. He also offers everlasting fellowship with him in the next life. He invites you to feast in his home with him forever.

With that perspective, imagine this situation. A friend invites you to attend the Friday International Fellowship to meet God and be fed by his truth. Another person invites you to go shopping with them Friday evening. You also have an exam next week for which you will need to study sometime. And you just bought a new computer, and want to try it out. Which of those four activities would you choose to do? What does your choice show about what, or whom, you love the most, or what you believe is most important?
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1. "Many" people were invited.  

2. It was a "great banquet." Such an elaborate feast, for so many guests, could be put on only by a wealthy, maybe high-ranking person. This was a major event—an important one not to miss.

3. The banquet is "in the kingdom of God." God is the host.

4. Surely he must have. And the other guest probably would have already examined, tested, the oxen before purchasing them. (Like we test-drive a car before buying it.) And the married man would have known about the wedding already when the invitation was first given a short time earlier.

5. Their replies are called "excuses." That means that these were not their real reasons for not attending the banquet. They were just weak reasons used to try to justify their not wanting to attend.

6. They insulted the host, and rejected him and his generous hospitality. They showed that they did not put value or importance on their relationship with him. They were more interested in other things—other than fellowship with that host.

7. a) They preferred their material possessions (land and oxen). b) They gave priority to their family, or human social customs, over their relationship to this important host and their obligation to him.

8. They would be so happy to be invited. They would greatly appreciate the host's offer. They would want to accept it, but they might think that they were not worthy enough to go to such a banquet. So they would have to believe the host—believe his invitation. They must believe that the host really wants them, and that the invitation is free—they do not have to deserve it or pay the host in some way. In contrast, the other guests, who were first invited, did not appreciate the invitation or the host.

9. The host wanted very much to share his wealth and himself with his guests. He made whatever unusual effort needed to bring some people into his home to enjoy the feast.

10. The invited guests excluded themselves. The host wanted them to come to him. But they refused. 

11. a) God has great wealth and happiness to share with us. 

b) God is generous, loving and persistent in seeking friendship with people, and seeking to do good for us. 

c) But people generally do not love God as he loves us. Most people are more interested in material things and human friends than they are interested in God who made everything and gives those things to us. What ingratitude and foolishness that is!  

d) We could enjoy close fellowship, friendship, and feasting with the Greatest Person in the universe—god—who came to us in Jesus Christ. 

e) All we have to do to get into God's kingdom now, and eternal home in Heaven, is to say "yes" to God. We only must decide to accept his invitation. But to do that, we must repent of our former attitude toward God, and now choose to love and value him more than anything or anyone else.

12. Whatever your attitude was in the past, now you can re-evaluate what—or whom—you believe is the most important and best. You can make a new choice. What will your choice be now?

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 40

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What must we give so that we can have a relationship with God in Jesus Christ? 

In the traditional wedding ceremony in the United States, the bride is asked this question: "Do you promise to take this man to be your husband, in prosperity or in poverty, in joy or in sorrow, in sickness or in health, for better or for worse, as long as you both shall live?" Then the bride must reply, "I do!" The groom is asked the same question, and he must answer that he will be a loving, faithful husband to her all their life.

But nearly half of the marriages in the United States end in divorce. One or both persons break their promise to love, honors, and remain married to that other person. What was their real motivation for marrying? Maybe they were not aware of their motives when they got married. Maybe they did not think seriously enough about what they were promising. Probably they did not marry to serve the other person; even when serving becomes difficult, or requires self-sacrifice. Instead, each one married because the other person made him or her feel happy and excited, and satisfied his or her own needs. They married for self-centered reasons. Therefore, when they feel that the spouse no longer satisfies their own needs, then they want to break their superficial relationship.

In some countries, the relationship and commitment that children have toward their aging parents is quite different from couples getting divorced in the U.S. Those children take care of their old or ill parents even at a great cost or inconvenience to themselves. They are loyal to their parents because of love and gratitude for them. They put their obligation ahead of their personal convenience. They put their relationship to their parents ahead of their personal interests. They put their parents ahead of themselves. They know that this is right. Their parents loved them and took care of them when they were young children. Now they should love and care about their parents.

Our relationship with God through Jesus Christ should be like good family relationships. Children should love and respect their human parents who love them and who have the authority to teach and guide them. But we have an even greater obligation to God the Father in Heaven. He made all things, and gives us our life and everything we have. And we should want to be friends with the Lord Jesus Christ (get "married" to him) for the right reasons. However, some people say that they want to follow Jesus and live with God, but they have not carefully thought about what that relationship requires. Are they willing to put Jesus first, even if that becomes difficult? They ask Jesus to be their Savior and friend, and to give them everlasting life in Heaven. But do they do it only to get what they want from God? Or do they do it because it is the right thing to do? Do they do it because they owe allegiance, obedience and love to God, and they want to serve him?

God loves us and offers a loving relationship with him. So he came to us in Jesus Christ to offer himself, and that relationship, to us. But God made the whole world, governs it, and knows all our thoughts. So a relationship of a created being to his Maker must be a sincere, whole-hearted one. Let's read what Jesus says to us about that.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 14:25-35

DEFINITIONS

14: 26 - Hate in their language was not an absolute term. It was a term of comparison. My love and loyalty to Jesus as God must be greater than the love or importance I give to any other person—including myself. 

14: 26 - Disciple (NIV), Follower (NCV), is a person who has chosen Jesus Christ to be the Lord over his life. He has given his life to Jesus so that he can live with Jesus, learn from him, and serve him.

14: 27 – Carry his cross. This is what Jesus did when he accepted death on a wood cross in order to fulfill his Father in Heaven’s plan to save us. His sacrifice of himself for us saves us from the punishment and death that our sins deserve. So in a similar way, the person who follows Jesus must completely give up his life, himself, all that he owns, in order to love and obey God.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. How popular, or famous, was Jesus at this time? See 14:25.

2. Political leaders usually tell people what the people want to hear. They promise to give people what they want—what will make their lives easier. They want people to like them and to keep them in power. In what way was Jesus like, or unlike, a politician? 14:25-27 and 33.

3. People saw Jesus do supernatural, powerful works of healing blind and crippled people, making dead people alive again, and creating a large amount of food from just five loaves of bread and two fish to feed thousands of people. They were looking for a powerful king to rescue them from their enemies, the Romans. They wanted a leader who would give them political freedom and material benefits. Therefore how, do you think, would Jesus' warning in 14:25-27, 33 affect them?

4. Describe the difference between 

a) "traveling with Jesus" (14:25), 

b) "comes to me (Jesus)" (14:26), 

c) "be my disciple" (14:26), 

d) and "follow me" (14:27)?

5. What will following Jesus require of us? 14:26, 27, 33

6. Jesus used two examples: a person starting to build a tower, and a king planning to fight a war. Both of these illustrate the same truth, or advice. What is that advice? And how should that advice guide us when we are deciding either to follow Jesus, or to reject him? 14:28-33

7. Why, do you think, must it be impossible both to follow Jesus, and to still keep control of our own life and possessions, at the same time?

8. In another place, Jesus said that Christians are like salt. Salt preserves food and makes it taste better. Real Christians are an influence against the spread of corruption in society. And they make life more enjoyable. Explain how Jesus' warning in 14:34, 35, explains why a disciple of Jesus must be different from the rest of the people in the general, large crowd traveling with him. According to your understanding, why are those requirements, or standards, necessary to become his disciple?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What relationship with God through Jesus do you want? 

9. Which level of relationship to Jesus will you now choose to have:

a) "traveling with him" (just curious, but not fully believing him, and not committed to him), 

b) coming to Jesus (wanting and beginning a close relationship with him),

c) or fully following Jesus as his disciple?
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1. Jesus was very famous. Large crowds of people came to him to hear his teaching and to watch what he did.

2. Jesus was not like politicians. He warned people to not join him just to get an easy life. He wanted them to be sure that they were following him for the right reasons (truth, duty and love). He wants them to understand that following him will be difficult, but right and worth doing.

3. His warning would turn many people away from him. But others would think about their relationship with him more carefully, and would decide firmly to be loyal to him.

4. A person's commitment to Jesus should grow greater, from one level to the next:

a) "traveling with Jesus" is a superficial relationship with him—just looking at him and becoming acquainted with him.

b) "come to me (Jesus)" is a decision to join Jesus. It is beginning a relationship with him.

c) "be my disciple" is to stay close to Jesus to learn from him.

d) "follow me" is to let him direct our lives. It means to obey and serve him, and to live like he lived.

5. If we want to follow Jesus, we must give up our control and ownership of everything that we have, even our lives. We do this so that we can follow Jesus even if it results in losing everything that we have in this world, even losing our lives in this present world.

6. Before a person begins an important project, he should be sure that he could complete what he starts. He should think carefully about the difficulties involved in it, and about all that it would require him to do. In the same way, we should understand the “cost,” or understand what is required of us, if we follow Jesus. 

But we should also understand the cost of not following him. We should understand that we are not able to conquer temptations, troubles and death by ourselves without Jesus as our leader and Savior who give us the power we need.

7. It is impossible because only one person can be God in anyone's life. Either the individual governs his own life, or else God governs it. Only one authority will be the highest authority directing what the man or woman believes and does.

8. If a "Christian" loses the unique quality of God's truth and pure character in his or her thinking and behavior, then he or she will be no different from all other people in the world. A true Christian who follows Jesus will show a better way to live, and so will be an influence for change and good in society. 

9. Whatever relationship you had to Jesus until now, this is a new choice you can make now.
GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 41

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Does God care about you? 

An earthquake sent buildings crashing down, covering hundreds of people. The army and hundreds of other workers dug out many injured people, and rushed them to the hospital. But some still were trapped deeper under the rubble. As the days went by, fewer and fewer were found. Most people gave up hope that any more would be found alive. They wanted to stop the search, and clear away the rubble with bulldozers. The city authorities thought, "we rescued most of the injured, about 95%. We have done well enough. Besides, it may be too late now; those still buried may be dead." But the parents, husbands and wives of those still missing cried, "No! Keep on searching, please!" Why did the families of the missing victims feel differently about trying to rescue the victims than the other people felt who were not family members of the victims? 

Which of those two different feelings, or perspectives, does God have about people who are in danger of dying spiritually and eternally? (Eternally is their future destiny forever.) Jesus tells two stories about God's attitude toward people. These can give you encouraging hope about your eternal future, and the relationship with God that is possible for you to get. And it leads us to gratefully love God. Let's read about it.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 15:1-10

DEFINITIONS

15: 1 - Tax collectors were Jews who collected taxes from their fellow countrymen to pay the Romans. The Romans controlled the Jews’ nation by military force. Tax collectors usually got rich by collecting more money than they needed for the Romans. So the Jews hated the tax collectors who were traitors and broke their moral laws. 

15: 2 - Pharisees were a very strict Jewish religious sect. They thought that they could exactly follow the religious rules and traditions of their ancestors and their religious establishment. Many of them were proud of their strict performance of religious ceremonies and rules. The Pharisees thought that they were very good people who earned God's favor. They condemned people who did not follow their rules. 

15: 2 - Teachers of the law were priests and professional scholars of the "Old Testament," which is that first part of the Bible that was written before the time of Jesus Christ. They studied, interpreted and taught the laws God gave through his prophet Moses centuries before, and the man-made rules and traditions which the elders, or religious leaders after Moses, had added. They acted as official judges to decide questions about what was legally correct, and what was unlawful.

15: 2 - “Sinners” was a term that the Pharisees used here to condemn a group of people who did not follow their laws and traditions, and who had a public reputation for being bad. (Every person sins against God and his laws, but the Pharisees thought that these "sinners" were very bad, and they, the Pharisees, were not.)

15:3 - Parable is a story about something in everyday life that people are familiar with. But the story also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual life, or the interaction between God and people.

15: 4 - Leave the ninety-nine in the open country. A field with open view had no woods or mountains to hide dangerous wolves. It would be a safe place to leave the flock in an assistant shepherd's care.

15: 7 - Heaven is God's eternal home, a place beyond (in other dimensions and other substance than) our material universe. In Heaven angels, and people whose bodies died, live in the direct presence of God. They "see" God in all his power and glory. There God does not hide Himself, but directly shows Himself to people. God reigns as king in Heaven in total justice and love without any rival or any evil there. He makes Heaven a perfect, beautiful, joyful place to love and to be close to God.

15: 7 - Rejoicing in heaven primarily refers to God's joy, happiness, over the sinner who is reunited to God. (Though the angels, also, would be happy about this.) Often the term, "heaven," was a term used to respectfully speak about God.

15: 7 - Righteous (NIV) good (NCV) means perfectly fulfilling God's requirements. No human person is perfect, without sin. (See Romans 3:10-12, 20,23) No one has obeyed all God's laws, or loved God with all his heart and loved his neighbor as he loves himself. Only the unique, divine Son of God, Jesus, has done that. The only way we can be righteous and acceptable to God is to have Jesus' righteousness credited to our account by God. God makes us righteous in his sight—in his court of law—when we trust Jesus' payment for our sins by his death, and receive Him to be our representative, Savior, and Lord. When we repent, God forgives our sins and accepts us, making us righteous in his accounting.

15: 7 - Repents (NIV) changes his heart and life (NCV) means to change our mind about the wrong way we live. That includes changing our attitude about not obeying and honoring God. Repentance usually is ac-companied by a deep sense of our guilt in the sight of a holy God, regret or sorrow for having offended God, and a determination or desire to want to change whatever is wrong in our behavior and relationship to him.

15: 7 - Not need to repent (NIV) don't need to change (NCV) because they already have repented, and therefore are safely in God's kingdom, as the ninety-nine sheep were safely home in the shepherd's flock.

15:8 - Sweep the house to see or hear the dislodged coin move in the dirt of the hard clay floor.

15: 10 - Presence of the angels. Angels are spirit creatures who live with God and serve him. They assist God's work on earth, and watch what human people do.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. What was the attitude, or feeling, of the tax collectors and "sinners" toward Jesus? See 15:1, 2

2. What was the attitude of the Pharisees and teachers of the law toward the tax collectors and “sinners?” How was their attitude different from Jesus’ attitude and treatment of the sinners? 

3. What was the Pharisees' and teachers' of the law evaluation, opinion, of what Jesus was doing? And why, do you think, did they feel differently toward Jesus than the tax collectors and "sinners" did? 15:2 (After answering by yourself, read the answer for this question in the answer sheet.)

4. The feelings and actions of the sheep owner and the woman who lost a coin are meant to illustrate what other person's feeling and actions? 15:7, 10 

5. As illustrated in the parables, what is God's feeling, attitude, about each and every person who is a sinner in danger of being lost forever?

6. So what does God do about lost sinners? 15:4, 5, 8

7. What do these parables teach about the value, that God puts on each and every individual?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you accept Jesus' love and work to save you?

8. Did you know that God cares about you, and is actively trying to rescue you and bring you safely home to himself?

9. God in Jesus offers to you his merciful forgiveness for sins, and his love and friendship. He offers to you himself—the Maker and Ruler of the universe—to be the Rescuer and Ruler of your life. Will you respond to him like the Pharisees and teachers of the law did, or like the tax collectors and sinners did? The Bible says about Christians, "We love (God and others) because he first loved us." (1 John 4:19 NIV).

Do you deeply feel your need of his mercy and forgiveness, and want to learn from the Lord Jesus, and respond to his love? Or do you think that you do not need him or his help, and you do not want to know Jesus or have any relationship with him? Are you one who is still lost and far from God, or one who has repented and let Jesus rescue you?

Luke Unit 41 Answers

1. They were attracted to Jesus. They must have felt accepted, or loved, by Jesus. They wanted to hear him and learn from him. Maybe they wanted his friendship, and help to know God and to live a better life.

2. Jesus wanted to teach and help the sinners, and to offer God’s friendship to those who accept him. He loved them and wanted to show them God’s love, and tell them that God would accept them if they repent.

3. They criticized Jesus for associating with "sinners." Their Bible said, "God blesses people who refuse evil advice and won't follow sinners." (Psalm 1:1 CEV) But Jesus' reason, motivation, for being friendly with sinners was not that he was a sinner like them, or enjoyed doing the bad things they do. Instead, he wanted to restore them to a good relationship with God. Their Bible also said, "The Lord forgives our sins. The Lord is merciful! He is kind and patient, and his love never fails." (Psalm 103:3,8 CEV) 

But the Pharisees did not like to see sinners getting God's mercy, grace and help. The Pharisees and teachers of the law did not think that they themselves were not in the group of people whom they classified as "sinners," and did not need God's mercy and forgiveness. They thought that they were better than the tax collectors, and therefore God should not care about the tax collectors in the same way that God cares about them. When Jesus showed that he cared about the tax collectors, that action said that the Pharisees and teachers of the law were wrong in their thinking and actions. But they thought that they were the official religious teachers and leaders. So they were jealous, and hated Jesus. They did not feel glad about Jesus' kindness to sinners. They did not appreciate or seek Jesus' friendship and help for themselves. But the tax collectors and “sinners” knew that they had done wrong and needed God’s forgiveness. So they were glad to receive Jesus’ forgiveness and acceptance.

4. The parable illustrates God's attitude (and the angel's feelings). It also explains Jesus' attitude and actions toward sinners. Jesus is God who came to live in this world as a man. So Jesus' attitude toward people is God's attitude toward people.

5. God lovingly cares about sinners and wants each one to be rescued. God does not want anyone to be separated from him in the eternal death of Hell. He is so happy when a "sheep"—who ran away, or wandered away, from the "Shepherd,"—is reunited to him.

6. As illustrated by the parables and by Jesus' actions, God “goes” to get the sheep back. God actively tries to rescue lost sinners, and return them safely to their right owner—God himself.

7. A large number of sheep and coins were safe. Nevertheless, the shepherd and the woman cared that just one was lost. God would not be satisfied even if 99 of 100 people were safely with him. (Though not that many actually are.) He still would care about that one person who is lost. Not only should the majority, collective unit, or nation, be considered and served, but the God-given rights and value of each individual person should also be protected.

8. and 9. God does care about you, and wants you to live with him forever. But for you to have God with his love and everlasting life, you must decide to trust Jesus and receive him to be your Savior and Lord.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 42

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Who is your greatest friend? 
Please write your answers to these next four opinion questions. Mark the answer you select, or write out your ideas in the space after each question.
a) In your opinion, who would be the most enduring, truest friend a person could have?

q professional colleague, 
q childhood classmate and friend,
q brother or sister, 


q husband or wife, 
q father or mother,
  q other:(describe or name)_____________

b) How do you think God feels about people who care about money, pleasure and popularity more than they care about God? (Write your answer here.)___________________________________________ 

c) Have you honored God, or rejected Him?  Have you tried to find God, or ignored Him? Have you appreciated God's love and gifts to you, or not?  Have you wanted a close, loving family relationship with God, or not?   


q Yes, I have.

q No, I have not.

q I do not know for sure.

d) After a person has treated God badly and offended Him, what would that person have to do to be accepted by God?  How could he become God's friend and have God's love and care?

God answers those questions for us in a story Jesus told. Let's see whether your answers were the same as what God tells us about himself and us.
GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 15:1, 2, and 11-32

DEFINITIONS

15:12 - estate (NIV) property (NCV) (15:12) was property and other wealth that parents owned which they could pass on to their children. Usually this inheritance was given when the parents died.
15:15 - Pigs were animals which Jewish people considered to be "unclean:" that is, spiritually defiling (contaminating). Jewish law prohibited Jews from eating or keeping pigs. So a job caring for pigs was a most repulsive, humiliating kind of work.
15:18 - Heaven was a respectful term to refer to God when a person felt that God's name was too holy (pure and honorable) to say directly. (Jesus used the term in 15:7 and 10 to mean the place where God is, and where angels and other spirit creatures live in the direct presence of God.)
15:22 - Ring and sandals were privileges of a free man. Slaves were kept barefoot. An official ring given to a son or governing official showed his position and authority among family members and servants, or in a government. That ring showed that the son was restored to a higher status than the household servants had.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

NOTE: In His story about the father and sons, Jesus taught a lesson about the lives of all people. In response to the Pharisees' criticism in 15: 2, Jesus explains God's attitude toward sinners (people who do not respect God and his laws). Jesus explains God's feelings about people who have gone far away from God. Jesus shows how God will treat people who got lost from God, but then return to Him. He illustrates this relationship between God and people by the relationship between that father and his sons in 15:11-32. Notice the responses of the father and the younger son in Jesus' story. In the questions below, you will see what the father's and son's responses show us about God and about sinners.
1. At the beginning of the story, who owned the property? See 15:12.

2. Did the son purchase the property from his father? 15:12

3. Jesus told this story to illustrate truths about the nature of God, human nature, and our lives. So apply this story to your life. From where do you get all the resources for your life? Who originally produced all that is in the world that you use? Who decided to give you the air that you breathe, your existence, health, intelligence to excel in school, opportunities, etc.?  After answering by yourself, read # 3 on answer sheet.

4. Where did this younger son go? And what did he leave behind? 15:11-13, 20b. After answering, read answer # 4 on the answer sheet.

5. What do that son's actions (15:12,13) show that his values and priorities were? What did he think was more important, and what was less? What did he desire most of all, and what did he not appreciate?

6. Apply the illustration in questions 4 and 5 to people's lives today. Compare how much people value a relationship to God, a Heavenly Father, to how much they value the gifts that they can get from God? (The gifts from God are everything good in the world. All is created and given by God, including our friends and family.) Now think about your own life and priorities. Which do you value most—God or his gifts?

7. What did the son get in the distant country? Was life in the distant country what he expected it would be? How satisfying and happy was his experience there? 15:13-19

8. What kind of life will any person find when that person is separated from God?  What will the future bring to a person who is far away from God's presence, friendship, care, and plan for his life? Find the answer illustrated in the story that Jesus told. What will happen to us if we relate to God in the same way that the son related to his father when the son left home?

9. What changes came into the son's thinking, attitudes and actions in 15:17-20? After answering, read # 9 on the answer sheet.

10. The son hoped that his father would take him back on what basis, or for what reason? Since the son now did not deserve a place in the home, why would the father let him come back? 15:19

11. By that story, what is Jesus teaching about how we all must approach God? Is God obligated (required by justice) to accept you to be his child? Is God required to forgive your offenses against Him when you break His laws and fail to love Him as you ought to? What right do you have to live with God in heaven and to receive His care and benefits forever? Therefore, on what basis will you ask God to accept you?

12. The father saw the son while he was still a long distance from the house. What may the father have been doing before the son arrived so that he saw the son coming? What does that show that the father felt about the son?

13. The son was dressed in rags of poverty. He was dirty from the pigpen, and morally dirty from his careless, pleasure-seeking life. How did the father respond to this ruined person approaching him? 15:20

14. What do you think that the son felt about such a reception from his father?

15. What else did the father give to the son? What did those gifts represent, or mean? 15:22-24

16. In that story what do you learn about how God feels about you? Will God accept you if you go to God in the same condition and attitude in which the son went to his father?

17. In 15:24 the father said that his son "was dead, and is alive again. He was lost, and is found." Those words describe the son's condition before he returned, compared to his state at the end of the story. Explain what the father meant by those two pairs of contrasting words. 

YOUR RESPONSE -- Will you go to God, confess your sin, and receive his mercy and love for you?

18. Which condition (spiritually dead, or alive) describes you? Which relationship with God the Father in heaven (lost, or found) will you choose? Will you choose to be separated from God, or reconciled to God?
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1. It is called "his property." It was the father's property. The father had control of it and could do whatever he wanted with it.

2. No. The son had to ask his father to "give" property to him. He asked for property to be given to him immediately, even though ordinarily the property would become his only in the future. He did not want to wait for his parents to die and leave the property as an inheritance.

3. We receive life, and all that we have, from God who created life and all the resources that we use. God gives everything its continuing power to exist. He forms each person, and permits you to continue to live. The property and money that the father gave the son is like all the resources that God gives you and me to use in our one lifetime on earth. God gives us a limited number of years to live. He gives us one opportunity to use well, or to waste his gifts to us. His gifts are health, energy, intelligence, food, air, family, friends, some money, opportunities to do good and opportunities to improve ourselves. When we are very young, God also gives us a degree of moral cleanness and innocence, and an ability to love. 

The son could use the father's limited amount of capital resources to produce good, or he could waste it. Once the son spent the money, it was gone forever. You and I face the same kind of opportunity and consequences in our lives. God allows us to use His many gifts however we want to. But once we spend them, they are gone. The strength of our youth will soon be gone. We can spend our young years for the wrong pursuits, or we can use them to produce lasting good. We can waste God's gifts and opportunities on selfish, short-lived pleasures, which eventually degrade us. Or else we can use them to serve God, bringing lasting happiness to both us and God.

4. He went to a distant country, far away from the companionship of his father and brother. Maybe he wanted to be far away from their watching eyes, their influence, advice, guidance and correction. Sadly though, the distant country would also be far from home. He left behind his father's love, protection and provision. He went to a place of personal deterioration that took away from him the resources given by his father. In that place he lost his personal dignity, self respect, and respect from others. He went to a place where he was a lonely stranger, not loved or cared for as he could have been in his father's home.

5. He wanted the material gifts of the father more than he wanted the father himself. He valued what the father could do for him more than he valued and appreciated his father's love and the relationship with him. He exchanged home and father for a distant country where he could be on his own, independent of his father. Now he could do whatever he wanted with his life and with the resources his father gave him. He thought that wealth, the friends that wealth can buy, pleasure and excitement could bring happiness apart from the father's companionship. 

6. In the answers to questions 4 and 5 just replace the word "father" with the word "God," and replace the words "younger son" with the word "mankind," or "I/me."

7. At the beginning for a brief time the son may have thought that he got what he wanted. But later he found disappointment, disillusionment, and suffering from unsatisfied desires. He got material wealth and pleasure for a brief time. He got superficial "friends." They were not real friends because they left him when he was in need, when he was no longer any use to them. In verse 16, "no one gave him anything." That showed him that his companions were not true friends. Instead, they abandoned him because they cared only for his money, not for him as a person. Ironically, that was the same way that the son had cared more for the father's money, than he cared for the father himself. The son got the same treatment that he had given. Now he must have understood how the father felt about the way that the son had treated the father.

8. The world cannot give us what really satisfies the deepest needs that we feel. Only a loving relationship with God can give that satisfaction. Without God, sooner or later we will find only disappointment, disillusionment and suffering in life—like that runaway son experienced. If we despise God and waste God-given resources and opportunities for true life, then there is no where else to get them again. We lose them forever, unless we return to God, and by his mercy he gives them to us again. 

9. The son learned from his experience and suffering. He began to appreciate how good was the life in his father's home. He admitted that he had done wrong. He confessed that he had offended and hurt not only his father, but God also. He had broken God's laws for behavior and relationships. He was responsible to both man and God, and guilty before both. He admitted that he did not deserve the father's acceptance. He gave up any claim to any rights of a son. He knew that the father was not obligated to help him. The father did not owe him anything. He humbled himself to ask for only mercy from the father. He reversed his direction in life, taking action to "get up" and "set out." He left the way he had been living, returned home to his own father and talked with him. 

10. The son could be accepted back only because of the mercy and kindness of the father. After leaving his father in the way that the son had done, he could no longer expect the father to receive him as a son. He did not deserve it. He only hoped that the father would be merciful enough to let him return even as a servant.

11. Read again what the son said in 15:18 and 19. He does not make any excuse for his wrongdoing. He does not try to prove that he really is a good person in some ways. He does not claim that he has any rights as a son any longer. He surrenders all pride. Is your appeal to God just like that son's appeal?

12. The father must have been watching the road, looking to see if the son might come back. The father missed him because he loved him. He continued to hope that the son would return, even though the son had been gone for such a long time. The father had not angrily rejected the son, nor given up hope that the son might change his mind.

13. The father immediately responded with compassion and unrestrained expressions of love and delight. He even touched—even hugged and kissed—this filthy young man!

14. Probably the son could hardly believe that he was experiencing this reception. He certainly must have felt overwhelming relief, joy, gratitude and the awakening of love for his father.

15. The father gave him a robe, which an honored guest or a son would wear to a dinner party celebration. The father gave him shoes. That showed that the boy's former rights and position as son in the family were now restored to him. (Slaves were not given shoes to wear.) With the ring the father gave him authority as a son over servants and over many other affairs in the household.

16. God cares about you, and wants you to come to him in whatever condition you are in, the same as the father in the story did. That father gave love, full forgiveness, and complete acceptance to the repentant and returned son. We have taken God's gifts and not cared about God himself who gave the gifts. Then we waste much of God's gifts on our selfish desires. But if we see our wrong, and come back to God for help, then he forgives us, receives us into his family, and gives us love and good things abundantly.

17. Lost: the son had lost his way, not knowing the right direction for life. And the father had lost his son. He no longer had him near physically or close to him in a loving attitude. Found: the father and son were back together as they should be. 

"Dead:" the son did not have real life. The boy was spiritually dead, and was progressively disintegrating—dying—in every other way. "Alive:" the son entered into a new life, as life should be. He began to live a life as God designed it to be. That was to live in physical, emotional and spiritual fullness, with loving, joyful relationships with God and people.

18. At all times the son was choosing one or the other. Each of us, also, lives according to one of those two choices and relationships to God. Which relationship—with God, or separated from God—do you want?

ADDITIONAL NOTE:

There is another lesson in this story, which we did not discuss in this Bible study. It is seen elsewhere in the New Testament, also. The older son represents the legalistic, religious Jewish leaders. They thought that they should have a special position of favor with God because they followed their religious laws and ceremonies so strictly. They did not think that God, or Jesus, should accept sinners and Gentiles (races other than Jews). They thought that such people had no place in God's kingdom even if those sinners changed, felt sorry for their bad lives, and decided to obey God. Like the older son in Jesus' story (15:29), the Pharisees' relationship with God was not right either. They were serving God only as a duty, and grudgingly, rather than motivated by love for God and a desire to please God. In 15:31 and 32, notice how the father (representing God) answered the older son. (The older son represented the ancient Jewish people. They were given the benefits of God's special care, provision and plan for Jews in the Old Testament time.) The Father's reply shows God's love for both the Jews and the Gentiles—all people in the world.
GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 43

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Are you preparing for the future—the most important future? 

In the United States, people are saving less and less money. Personal debts and bankruptcies are increasing. Some people have thousands of dollars in debts on many credit cards. They want immediate satisfaction of desires for possessions and pleasure. They do not prepare for the future when they will have to pay off the large debt with interest and penalties. 

By contrast, many university students plan for the future by giving up financial income and pleasures now in order to study hard and gain a better future. But if you are planning for your future, are you planning far enough ahead? Are you working for only those things that you eventually will lose? Or are you using your present life to gain something that you never can lose? Jesus tells a parable story to show us how to get a permanently secure future. Let's read about that.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 16:1-18
DEFINITIONS -- This parable can easily be misunderstood. These definitions and explanations can help to understand it correctly. 
16: 1 - Manager was a servant who was entrusted with the business management of his employer's property and funds. He may have had his house provided free for him on the employer's estate. 

16: 3 - Master was the employer.

16: 6,7 - 800 gallons . . make it 400. 1,000 Bushels . . make it 800. The bill was written in commodities, not cash. It may be that the price was negotiable, and the buyers were delaying, or having difficulty, paying the amount previously asked by the manager. In that case, the manager was collecting immediately what he had not been able to collect earlier from these bad debts. Or more probably, the manager had charged the tenant farmers of the master's land more rent (produce) than what he reported and paid to the master. The difference between the amount owed before, and the amount to be collected now, may be the manager's dishonest overcharge. He would have intended to secretly keep the difference for himself, but now gave it back to the farmers. Maybe he reduced the amount of the bill to match the figure that he had reported earlier to the master, and hoped to hide his dishonesty now that his master is requiring him to show all the records. But his main reason was to "gain friends," the farmers, who might take care of him in the future if he does lose his job. If he lost his job, he would not collect that dishonest profit anyway. So he gave up only what he could not keep anyway. 

16: 8 - Commended does not mean that the master approved of dishonesty (if the manager was dishonest), but it means that he congratulated the manager for being wise enough to prepare for his future. 

16: 8 - Shrewd means that he acted in an effective, prudent, clever way to prepare for the future. 

16: 8 - People of this world are people of the evil world, not of God's kingdom. They follow the evil ways of most people all around the world in this present time before Jesus returns to judge and cleanse the world.

16: 8 - People of the light are people who have the characteristics of "light." Light is an analogy for moral character that has no evil to hide in darkness. It represents truth, honesty and goodness. These people belong to the light; are members of God's kingdom.

16: 9, 11 - Worldly wealth is resources (money, time, energy, fame) that we keep only during our life in this present world. We will leave all of that when we die and enter the next life in the everlasting world.

16: 9 - Friends. It is not clear whom Jesus is speaking about. It may be an indirect way to refer to God who welcomes his friends to his eternal home in Heaven. Or it may be poor and needy people whom we help, and who will give us a joyful, honorable welcome as we enter Heaven and meet them in the next world.

16: 11,12 - True riches . . . property of your own are not material things, but that which Christians cannot lose, even at death: for instance, friendship with God, the future eternal life of the Christians spirit and new body in Heaven, and the rewards and honor which God will give Christians in God’s eternal world. 

16:16 - The Law was the title for the first five books of the Old Testament part of the Bible.

16:16 - The Prophets here means all the other part of the Old Testament after the first five books.

16:16 - Forcing his way into it means that there are obstacles, resistance, to entering God's kingdom. People are controlled by sin, pride, self-will and fear of people’s rejection of Christians. So strong desire and effort are needed to break through this, and to follow Jesus and become a citizen of God's kingdom.

16:17 – Heaven, as the term is used here, means the sky, the cosmos, the material universe beyond earth.

16:17 - Drop out of the law. The Pharisees made ways to get around, or not obey, God's teachings in the Old Testament. Their practice of divorce was an example of this. But God's requirements and standards for behavior and attitudes are based on his perfect, unchanging character and his design of human nature. So his moral laws remain, and will be the basis for God's judgment and condemnation of those Pharisees at the end of their lives.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. What was going to happen to the manager? See 16:2, 3.

2. The manager gave the debtors a financial benefit. What would he gain in exchange for that? 16:5-7, 9a

3. What time period and personal need was the manager concerned about? What was his end goal? :3,4

4. Jesus describes "worldly wealth" (:11) as being relatively "very little" (:10) compared to "true riches" which are "much." What are true riches? :9, 13

5. Jesus used this parable to teach us what we should focus on, what the proper goals are. What should we value more, and what should we value less? :9, and 11, 13

6. Jesus said, (verse :13) "No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." If a person during his life on earth loves worldly wealth, and despises God, would he be fit to live in God's kingdom in Heaven, or be happy there, or make it a peaceful place for others? So what is the best way to prepare now for our eternal future after death?

7. The Pharisees disregarded and laughed at Jesus when he taught that people cannot serve two masters—both God and money. Did the Pharisees not believe what Jesus said because it was not true? What two motives caused them to reject Jesus and his teachings? :14. 15a

8. The Pharisees should have valued what more highly than money? (What are more permanent and valuable than money?) :13-16

9. What does God know about you which people do not know? :15

10. Which, do you think, is more important and true: 

a) what people think about you, or 

b) what God knows about you? :15

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Prepare for a future that never ends in the next world.

11. What do you think is most important in life? What do you use your resources, time and life to get? 

When you come to the end of your life on earth, what will you have gained that you can keep forever, and what will you lose? 

Will you decide to invest your life wisely now to get a good relationship with God, and an everlasting home in God’s Heaven? 

Luke Unit 43 Answers

1. The manager would soon lose his means of living, and probably lose his place to live.

2. He gained valuable friends who would "welcome him into their houses."  In exchange for the financial benefit in the present time, he gained a benefit for his long-term future. 

3. He was trying to make his future secure by making good relationships with people who could give a secure life to him.

4. True riches are our relationship with God, and the eternal home and everlasting life with God in Heaven. Christians will have important roles and functions, and positions of honor there. These are true riches more than worldly wealth (all our resources and life in this temporary, present world) because we must lose all worldly wealth some day—either before we die, or when we die. And even when we have worldly wealth here, it is not as satisfying as having a good relationship with God who loves us and cares for us. 

5. God, and the future eternal life that God can give to us, should have the most important place, the first priority, in our thinking and living. We should decide that money and other temporary material possessions and people are less important than God and eternal life are. We should be willing to give up the temporary things of this world (material possessions, professional and social advantages, physical life itself), if necessary, in order to gain a right relationship with God, and everlasting life with him in Heaven. We should "use" worldly wealth for God's purposes, rather than "serve" (be controlled by) money.

6. Some people in their life on earth demonstrate that they love themselves, money, and other things more than they love, or want, God. Those people would not be happy living with God, the King, in heaven. And they would spoil life there for others, just as they did in their first life on earth. The best way to prepare for the only happy and secure eternal future with God in Heaven, is to use our opportunity in this world to "make friends" with God—to love him and serve him—to get into a proper relationship with him

7. No. They rejected what Jesus said because:

a) they “loved money” more than they loved, valued or cared about, God. They wanted to continue living for money rather than for truth and God. 

b) They “justified themselves.” They did not admit that they were wrong. Instead, they tried to make people think that they were right and good.

8. a) God. (end of :13). b) "God's sight," God's approval. (end of :15) c) the Kingdom of God—everlasting life with God in Heaven. (:16)

9. God knows your heart—your hidden thoughts and motives, your real character inside.

10. What God knows about us is more important than what people think about us. God knows the full truth about what everyone really is inside. And he is the one who will judge us when we meet God at the end of our lives.

11. Maybe you have not thought about this before. Everyone has one set of values or another that directs his or her life. Either:

a) you have chosen the one true God, the only Creator, the only one who can give everlasting life: Jesus Christ, to be your God, or 

b) you are putting your hope in man-made gods that do not exist, or 

c) you are using your life to gain material wealth or social recognition that you will lose when you die, or before.

Your choice will determine whether you will be with God in his everlasting kingdom, or separated from him forever. What do you choose?

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 44

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Do we take God's warning seriously? 

The United States government requires cigarette manufacturers to print a warning message on their cigarette packs and advertisements which says, " SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting smoking now greatly reduces serious risks to your health."

Some people have quit smoking. But millions continue despite the warning, and an increasing number of younger people start the habit of smoking. Why do they ignore the warning? Maybe some of them convince themselves to think: "Smoking is not really so dangerous." Maybe some think, "Other people die of lung cancer, but it won't happen to me. Or, if I do die from it, it won't happen for a long time, so I am not going to worry about it."

People respond in the same ways to another kind of warning message. That is the message that we have a responsibility to God for which we will be held accountable in the future. God created the entire universe. He gave us our lives and all that we have. He made laws for how we should live. He will judge everyone at the end of his or her life on earth. How we respond to God and his message has consequences. How we choose to respond and relate to God will make the difference between death or life forever. Why do people choose to respond to God and to his message in the ways that they do? Jesus told a story, which can help us to understand those responses. Because God loves us, he gives us a warning. He wants us to think about the most important choice that we will have in all our life. That is the choice of how we will respond to God's message, and to God. Let's read about it.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 16:19-31
DEFINITIONS

16: 19 - Purple (NIV) was a color made from an expensive dye used in fine clothing of wealthy people.
16: 20 - Lazarus. The name translated from his language into English means, "he whom God has helped."
16: 22 - Angels are spirit-beings who live in God’s spiritual realm outside our material universe. God made angels before he made our material universe. So they are made of a different substance, and are not limited by our physical laws and dimensions. The angels serve God and God’s people on earth.

16: 23 - To Abraham's side (NIV) the arms of Abraham (NCV) is a place of honor next to the great spiritual and ethnic ancestor of the Jews, Abraham. It may mean sitting together at the great banquet of celebration and fellowship with God in the kingdom of God. (See Luke 14:15) This implies that Lazarus had the same kind of faith in God, and love for God, which Abraham had. That is why he, like Abraham, is enjoying life with God in God's kingdom.

16: 23 - Hell (NIV) the place of the dead (NCV) is the place where people continue living after leaving their physical body on earth, and before the final resurrection and judgment day when everyone will be sent into the final Heaven ("the new earth" and "the city of God" Rev.21:1,2) or Hell ("the lake of fire" Rev. 20:14). 

16: 24 – Father Abraham. “Father” was a title of honor, or maybe flattery. (Flattery is insincerely giving respect or praise only for the purpose of getting someone to do something for the flatterer.) Abraham was the “father” of the man in the sense that he was his ancestor, the first ancestor of all the Jews.

16: 25 - Son is an expression of tender compassion expressed by Abraham, but showing how God feels even towards people who are not grateful for his gifts, and who rejected him and his warnings.

16: 25 - Chasm (NIV) big pit (NCV) is a huge gap, separation, distance, that cannot be crossed over.
16: 29 - Moses and the Prophets are God's messengers through whom God gave the Old Testament writings of the Bible. The Jews heard these writings read in their religious meeting places every week. Through the Jewish culture, the people knew many of God's laws, even if they did not go to the meetings.

:30 - Repent means to change our mind about the wrong way we live. That includes changing our attitude about not obeying and honoring God. Repentance usually is accompanied by a deep sense of our guilt in the sight of a holy God, regret or sorrow for having offended God, and a determination or desire to want to change whatever is wrong in our behavior and relationship to God.
YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

(If this unit is too long to complete all at one time in a discussion group, use questions 1-9 now, and 10-17 later.)

1. Compare the conditions—life circumstances—of the rich man and Lazarus before they died. See 16:19-21.

2. When the rich man lived on earth, did he know about Lazarus' condition and needs? :20-21, 24, 25
3. What sacrifice or expense would it have cost the rich man to give to Lazarus the scraps of food that "fell from the rich man's table?"

4. The rich man did not give Lazarus even the scraps that the rich man discarded. What does that show about his feeling and attitude toward Lazarus and his suffering?

5. Abraham said about the brothers: "They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them." The rich man, like his brothers, knew God's commands and warnings in their part of the Bible, the Old Testament. Some examples are:  (All references are from The Contemporary English Version.)
If any of your people become poor and unable to support themselves, you must help them, just as you are supposed to help foreigners who live among you. (Leviticus 25:35) There may be poor Israelites in the town where you live. If there are, then don't be mean and selfish with your money. (Deuteronomy 15:7)  Share your food with everyone who is hungry; share your home with the poor and homeless. Give clothes to those in need. (Isaiah 58:7)  You, Lord God, bless everyone who cares for the poor, and you rescue those people in times of trouble. (Psalm 41:1)  God blesses everyone who is kind to the poor. If you mistreat the poor, you insult your Creator; if you are kind to them, you show him respect. Caring for the poor is lending to the Lord, and you will be well repaid. If you won't help the poor, don't expect to be heard when you cry out for help. (Prov.14:21,31;19:17;21:13)
So the rich man rejected God's commands. He did not take seriously God's warnings. What does that show about his attitude toward God himself?

6. Compare the circumstances, conditions, of the rich man and Lazarus in the last, eternal world. :22-25

7. Is their state temporary, or permanent, in the eternal world? That is, how final are the consequences of their attitudes toward God, and their choices made during their lives on earth?  :26

8. Considering their conditions, and the length of their lives before and after leaving the first physical body, which person has the best total life: the rich man, or Lazarus? 

9. When he lived on earth, the rich man suppressed, silenced, his conscience every time he passed by the suffering beggar at his gate without helping him. (Conscience is God’s voice in our minds telling us what we should do, and making us feel guilty when we do bad things, or fail to do good things that we could do.) Now after death can he continue to hide his guilt, and avoid thinking about his duty and his selfishness?

10. The rich man said to Abraham, "I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment." He implied that his brothers did not know about God's justice, and if only they did, then certainly "they will repent" and escape it. He implied that God's judgment is not fair for his brothers, and that he himself has an excuse. But what does Abraham say is the real cause of their problem?  :29

11. Then the rich man objected that God's word is not enough to prove the truth to them. God should make a miracle, a spectacular display, an appearance of a dead man raised to life, to give more force to God's warnings. What did Abraham reply and teach about that?  :31

12. The truth of what Abraham said is illustrated by two events—one when Jesus raised another Lazarus to life from the grave, and another when Jesus himself returned to life from death. Read about them below, and explain how they show the truth of Abraham's teaching.

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. "Take away the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me." When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."
Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. "What are we accomplishing?" they asked. "Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation." . . . So from that day on they plotted to take his life. . . . Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well. (John 11:38-48, 53; 12:9, 10)

(After they killed Jesus,) The chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. "Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, `After three days I will rise again.' So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first." "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. . . . Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshipped him. . . . Some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, "You are to say, `His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.' If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble." (Matthew 27:62b-28:6, 9, 11b-14)
13. Are people's beliefs and moral actions governed primarily by evidence and reason, or by something else? By what?

14. Many people have not read God's written word, the Bible. Do they know some of God's laws, anyway, so that they should understand his justice? To answer that, think about what your conscience (inner sense of moral good and evil, of justice, excuses and guilt) tells you about other people and about yourself. Then read the explanation for that in the Bible, quoted below:

Those who are not Jews do not have the law (God's written law), but when they do by nature what the law commands, they are a law for themselves. This is true even though they do not have the law. They show that in their hearts they know what is right and wrong, just as the law commands. And they show this by their consciences. Sometimes their thoughts tell them they did wrong, and sometimes their thoughts tell them they did right. . . . You therefore have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge someone else, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. . . . So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them, and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment? (Romans 2:14, 15; 1-3 NCV & NIV)
15. Therefore, does anyone have an excuse for not believing God and preparing for the day of his justice?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Respond to God's love and warning. 
NOTE: Some might wonder why these two men's places in Hell or Heaven are permanent forever. Why can't the previously rich man still change his mind and be saved? There may be many reasons that God, who is completely fair and loving, understands, but that we cannot understand now. But we can know one reason, explained as follows:

Many times in a person's life on earth he or she can choose how they will respond to God and to God's voice in their heart, or conscience. They are free to choose either way. But at some point they make a decision, and take one of two roads, which sets their direction. Their basic heart attitude, character, is set. The regret they feel in punishment after death comes from wanting to escape these consequences. The regret is not because they love God, and want to honor him, and therefore are sorry for sinning against him. They had that opportunity to make that choice before, when it would have been made simply from love, free from the selfish motive of feeling the need to escape suffering. (By our human understanding, we cannot judge when that "point of no return" is reached in another person's heart. But God knows our hearts, and knows when a person's heart attitude is fixed, when it is time for God's final judgment.) 

16. Whether or not you really love God and want to live with him will determine how you respond to his message to you in the Bible. Do you ignore what God has said, or do you believe him and take it seriously?

17. Will your future eternal life be like the suffering and regret of the man who used to be rich? Or will your everlasting life be like Lazarus' in Heaven? Will you choose to believe God, and give your life and all you have to God to let him use it as he directs? 

Luke Unit 44 Answers

1. The rich man had more than he needed. He spent his money on luxuries, pleasures and clothing that showed people how rich he was. He had a comfortable, prominent, selfish life. Lazarus was poor and powerless. He suffered hunger, illness and humiliation. (The dogs licked his sores.) Their conditions were the opposite of each other: one very pleasant, the other very difficult.

2. Yes. Lazarus was begging at the gate of the rich man's house. So he had to pass by Lazarus every time that he left his house, and returned to it. Every day he could see Lazarus' sad condition. Every day he had to decide whether or not to help him. When the rich man spoke to Abraham, he knew Lazarus' name even, and Abraham made him recall what he knew about Lazarus' prior suffering.

3. It would have cost him nothing at all to give the scraps. He would just discard them anyway when he did not give them to Lazarus. He lived in luxury, so he could have given Lazarus even more than just those scraps, and still have enough for himself.

4. He had no compassion at all for Lazarus. He cared only about himself. The suffering of others meant nothing to him. His heart was completely hard.

5. By ignoring what God said, and what God wanted him to do, he rebelled against God. He refused to honor and love God. Just as he did not care about Lazarus, likewise he did not care about God. He only cared about himself.

6. The conditions of their new lives are exactly reversed from what they were before. Now God removed the riches and comforts that he had given to the rich man. Now God comforts Lazarus, and gives him joys, pleasures, and a position of honor next to the great leader, Abraham. Lazarus is no longer left alone. He is enjoying a banquet with others, while the former rich man is left alone.

7. Abraham said, “Between us and you a great chasm has been fixed.” The separation is made permanent. The conditions of their new state of life last forever. Their different locations of existence with different (distressing, or happy) conditions are permanently fixed. They can no longer be changed. There are many times in people’s lives on earth when they can choose how they will respond to God and to God's voice in their heart, or conscience. They are free to choose either way. But at some crossroads of decision, they choose one of two roads, a decision that sets the direction of their lives. Their basic heart attitude, character, is set. If they reject God, then when they suffer the consequences after death, their regret is from wanting to escape that suffering. The regret is not because they love God and want to honor him, and therefore are sorry for sinning against him. They had the opportunity to make that choice before, when it would have been made simply from love, free from the selfish motive of feeling the need to escape suffering. But under those conditions free of coercion, they did not want God. (By our human understanding, we cannot judge when that "point of no return" is reached in another person's heart. But God knows our hearts, and knows when a person's heart attitude is fixed, when it is time for God's final judgment.) And notice that even after death, the man who had been rich still does not express shame and sorrow about Lazarus’ suffering, and his selfish treatment of Lazaarus. The man is distressed only about his own suffering now. He has compassion only for himself. 

8. Lazarus' suffering was for a relatively brief time compared to the wonderfully good life he will enjoy now, century after century forever. And the riches and pleasure that he had on earth were not worth very much compared to the penalty for his selfishness, a penalty that he now has to pay for years without end. Having good material things is a poor life if the person has not a good relationship with God, the Giver of all things, the Giver of life, and our final Judge.

9. No. His wrong doings are uncovered. Everything that he had avoided thinking about is now brought forcefully to his attention.

10 Abraham reminded the man that "They have Moses and the Prophets. "The rich man knows that his brothers still need to "repent." So the brothers were refusing to "listen to them," to give attention and obey them. They had the information they needed. They had enough warning. The cause of their problem was within themselves. They did not want to obey God, and do what is good. They knew the truth but rejected it.  So they had no excuse. It was their own fault, not God's fault. God had warned them many times.

11. Abraham said that nothing could convince them to change if they do not want to change. Their rejection of God's warnings to change spoken by God's messengers, Moses and the Prophets, showed that they did not want to change.

12. Both this other Lazarus, and Jesus, did return from death. Some people, whose hearts were open to God, believed. But most of the Pharisees continued to reject God's Christ, Jesus, even though they could not deny that the supernatural resurrections had happened. They had the evidence; they knew the truth; but they did not want to change, to repent.

13. Evidence and reason will direct belief and behavior only if we allow them to. Our beliefs and actions are actually directed by our desires and will. We choose to believe and do what we want to, and then we look for reasons to support what we already desired and did. That is why we need to humble ourselves, repent, and surrender to God. Then our self-centered bias will not keep us from following the truth and loving God.

14. Yes. God created people to have a conscience, moral intuition, a basic understanding of his laws of love and justice—how we want to be treated by others, and how we should treat other people. Societies everywhere have some sense of the existence of a Higher Power and Judge, and a sense of their guilt (though they dull their hearing of God's voice, and corrupt that knowledge somewhat). This is seen in the fact that everyone believes in a moral standard that they use to criticize other people, and blame them for doing evil. (Though they usually do not want to apply that same standard, law, to themselves.)

15. No.

16 and 17. You either can drift farther away from God, or you can come to him now while he is calling you, and while your heart still is moved to respond to him. You can decide to ask the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive your sins and to change your heart so that you will love him, follow him, and give your life to him.
GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 45

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- How can you receive from God what you need most of all? 

In 1956 Jim Elliot, Nate Saint, and three other men went on a mission of friendship to the Auca people, a native tribe in Ecuador, South America. The five men tried to show love to the Aucas. They wanted the Aucas to trust them and listen to their message about God's love and forgiveness through Jesus. But the Aucas attacked them with spears. The five men carried guns for protection in the jungle. But they refused to use the guns against the Aucas when the Aucas were murdering them. 

A few years later many of the Aucas became Christians and were deeply sorry and apologized to the widows of the murdered men. Though they had suffered so much, the women willingly forgave them! Could the Aucas give back the husbands to the widows? No, they could not make up for what they had done. Did the widows have to forgive the murderers? No, but they did!

Two thousand years ago God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, on a mission of love. Jesus came to rescue the people of the world from the suffering and guilt that comes from everyone’s rebellion against God and his laws. But the world rejected and murdered him. They hated him and nailed him to a wooden cross to die. Jesus could have prevented his death, but he did not because he was offering God's love and forgiveness to the world. Is God willing to forgive us? Can we earn or deserve God's forgiveness and spiritual healing? What would we have to do to get God's forgiveness? If we appreciate how great God’s love and forgiveness for us is, then how should we respond to him? Let's read the answers that Jesus gave to us.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 17:1-19

DEFINITIONS

:1 - Woe is an expression of denunciation or grief: such as, "How terrible for you (or me); "You are (or I am) in trouble—deserve punishment."

:3 - Rebuke means to tell someone that what he or she has done is bad, or to explain how he or she hurt you.

:3 - Repent means to change our mind about the wrong way we live. That includes changing our attitude about not obeying and honoring God. Repentance usually is accompanied by:

· a deep sense of how guilty we are as a holy God sees us, 

· regret or sorrow for having offended God, 
· and a desire, determination, and decision to change whatever is wrong in our behavior and relationship to God.
:6 - Mustard Seed, the kind which grew in that country, Palestine, was a very small seed, yet able to grow into a tree, Nicotiana Glauca, or into the ten to fifteen foot high tree-like plant, Brassica Nigra (black mustard). The seed is so small, but powerful enough to produce such a large result. 

:3 - Forgive means to release a person from his guilt or his debt to you. It means giving up your right to punish him.

:4 - Seven times does not mean only seven. It is a figure of speech meaning an unlimited number of times. Like the seven-day cycle in weeks, it can go on and on indefinitely.

:5 - Faith means to trust God. It is complete confidence in God's goodness, power, wisdom and promises. For instance, believing that God can help us to do right will enable us to do what otherwise would be too difficult for us--such as forgiving people who hurt us.

:11 - Samaria was a foreign country next to the Jew's country.

:11 - Galilee was an area where many Jews lived.

:12 - Leprosy was a skin disease (leprosy or other) which required persons who had it to stay away from people and to live by themselves. No one would have social relations with them or touch them. They lived a lonely, tragic life.

:13 - Master meant "Lord", a title for a person who has special authority and power. It was one of the titles regularly used for God.

:14 - Go, show yourselves to the priests. The Old Testament law required that people who said that their leprosy was healed must be inspected and approved by the priests before they could be admitted back into society. (Leviticus 13:16,17)

:16 - a Samaritan was a member of a foreign people whom Jesus loved, but whom the Jews despised and stayed away from.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. How great is the evil we do when we influence or lead someone to sin—to do evil? See 17:1, 2 

2. God wants us to forgive people who sin against us but who repent and come to us to sincerely apologize. (:4) Do you think, therefore, that God will forgive those who rebelled against him, broke his laws, but then repent and ask him to forgive? 

3. When we behave correctly, doing what we should do, does God owe us anything for doing right? :7-10 

4. In 17:13, what did the men call Jesus? And what do you think that shows that they knew about Jesus? 

5. In 17:13 What did the men do? 

6. How much faith in Jesus did the men need to have to do that in 17:13? 

7. In 17:14 what did the men do before they were healed?

8. How much faith in Jesus did the men need to do that in 17:14? 

9. How does what happened to those men illustrate what Jesus said in 17:5, 6? 

10. Who was it that one man returned to and thanked for his healing? :15, 16 

11. Then why did Jesus say that the man returned to give praise to God? 

12. Jesus said that what made the man well? :19

13. Since the man's own faith made him well, why should he thank Jesus for the healing? Which person really did the healing? After answering this question yourself, then read the answer in the answer sheet. 

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What will you ask God for, and thank him for? 

14. Have you ever influenced or caused other people to do evil? What punishment do you, and everyone, deserve for sinning against people and against God?

15. What is your greatest need? What do you think God wants to do for you most of all?

16. If you repent and ask God to forgive you, will he do that? If you have not done that yet, will you do that now?

17. If you were one of those ten men healed, would you be like the one who thanked Jesus, or like the nine who did not?

Luke Unit 45 Answers

1. We might lead people to do evil, to sin against God. If we do that, we are guilty and responsible for doing great harm. The punishment that we deserve is worse than physical death.

2. Yes, God wants people to repent and be forgiven. Not only did Jesus express that here, but it is the same message throughout the whole Bible.

3. No. If we do good, we are doing only what we should do. Anything less than doing good would be failing. We would owe a moral debt. If we do evil and break God's laws, we cannot make up for that, or cancel that out, by obeying his laws at other times. We should do good always, anyway. So we would not be doing any "extra" good which could "pay" for our other bad actions. If a thief were brought into court for robbing someone on Saturday, it would not excuse him if he said, "But I obeyed the laws and was a good man and did not break the law on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday! I was good more than I was bad. So my good life on 6 days should outweigh my bad deed on one day! No, he has broken the law, and deserves the penalty. We need God's free, undeserved forgiveness. We cannot pay for that. Jesus paid for it. 

God, the Creator of the universe, owns everything. Everything that we get from God is a gift, not something we deserve. God does not owe anything to us, but we owe obedience and service to him.

4. They called him "Master". They believed that he had supernatural power and authority from God to do this miracle of healing. They probably had heard that he had miraculously healed many other people.

5. They asked Jesus to help them. They knew about his divine (God's) power to heal, so probably they were asking Jesus to heal them.

6. They had to have only enough faith to ask Jesus for help.

7. They obeyed Jesus. They began to go to the priests as Jesus had told them to do.

8. Only enough faith to obey Jesus. If they still had leprosy when they arrived at the priests, they would have suffered rebuke or ridicule & disappointment. So they had strong enough faith to go expecting to be healed. 

9. If a person has real faith in Jesus, he or she can expect that Jesus can do things, which cannot be done by natural means.

10. Jesus. 

11. Jesus was indicating that he himself is God. Jesus was thanked for healing the man. But Jesus said that God was praised for healing him. Jesus healed him. God healed him. Jesus is God.

12. The man's faith. Jesus may have meant that the man's faith not only enabled him to be healed physically, but spiritually also in his relationship with God, shown by the gratitude and love which he felt for Jesus.

13. The man's faith just enabled him to ask Jesus to do the miracle work of healing. If Jesus did not have God's power to heal, the man would not have been healed even though he believed that Jesus could do it. The power is not in the faith, the power is in God.  It is not the faith that has power and works the miracle. It is the greatness of God who has unlimited power. A person either trusts God or does not trust God in a particular time and situation. If a person knows God truly, and knows that God wants something done, then he can have the faith to ask God to do it, and to believe that God will do it. Then God will. Faith is like a small throttle lever in a pilot's controls. It moves a huge airplane through the sky. Our faith may seem small, but if it is real faith, it can release God's great power. Faith is like an electrical switch which turns on a light. If the power company is not generating power and deciding to send power, then there would be no light even when the light switch is turned on. The switch has no power of itself apart from the power generator. The miraculous healing happened to the men only because there really is a living, loving God, and Jesus is that God!

14. We deserve a punishment that is worse than physical death.

15-17. If you trust Jesus as the leper did, and ask him to forgive your sins against God, you will be healed spiritually in your relationship with God, and will have great joy as that healed leper had. Then you should thank God for forgiving and saving you. And you should live a life of gratitude and love to God.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 46

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Can you have a peaceful, secure future? 

What will happen to our world, and to you, in the future? Will there ever be world peace, prosperity, security and happiness?

One history book
 describes the hope that the world had after World War One. The world formed the League of Nations to try to establish lasting world peace. This history book reported:

By 1914 Western science and industry had created machines capable of tremendous good or tremendous evil. Imperial rivalries and nationalistic hatreds put these machines to work killing millions of people in World War I. . . . (America's President Woodrow Wilson was) insisting that World War One must be "the war to end all wars." . . . He staked his hope for a better world mostly on . . . the League of Nations.  If the League were only set up, he came to feel, it would correct the mistakes of the past, gradually get nations used to discussing their differences peacefully, and provide machinery by which future disputes could be settled without war. . . . In the years right after World War One, in the 1920's, millions of men and women around the rapidly westernizing globe believed . . . that enduring peace was possible. . . . (But in a few years there began) the process of bringing all major nations into the war (World War Two). More and more small nations were sucked into the whirlpool until fifty-six nations were at war—twenty-eight more than had declared war in World War One. In all, more than eighty-five million men were brought to arms on both sides. (After World War Two ended, the world tried to insure peace again by forming the United Nations, even though the earlier League of Nations had failed to keep peace.) The primary aim of the UN is to keep peace. For that purpose it has machinery (organized plans and methods) to settle disputes and, if a dispute reaches the fighting stage, to stop the war.

But today people despair over the ineffectiveness of the United Nations to prevent wars and terrorism around the world. Wars, refugee problems, hunger and suffering continue in many nations around the world. Will the world ever be a safe place? Will world conditions get better or worse? No one and no plan, organization or strategy has been able to bring justice and peace to the world in its thousands of years of history. Is there anyone who can do that—and how? Jesus tells us what will happen at the end of the present world's history. Read about it in Luke 17:20-37, and find the only hope that there is for us.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 17:20-37

DEFINITIONS

17:20 - Pharisees were a very strict Jewish religious sect. Many of them were proud of their strict performance of religious ceremonies and rules. They thought that they were very good people who earned God's favor and places of honor in God's coming kingdom. 

17:21 - Kingdom of God is within you is better translated, "among you." Jesus is the supreme, eternal King. He brought God's authority and power to those people, and to all the world, when he came from heaven. He was the King walking among them and doing miracles then and there. So the Kingdom of God was already represented by Jesus Christ, there in their midst. (See 11:20.) But God's kingdom then was not "visible." It could not be seen like other world kingdoms could be seen. The Pharisees could not see God's kingdom in Jesus and his work. God's fully visible kingdom would not come until after Jesus was rejected, murdered, rose alive and returned to his Father, God, in Heaven. In the future Jesus will return to earth to rule over all. Read 19:11 11-15, and :27)

17:22 - "The Son of Man” is the title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's authority and power to rescue God's people from evil powers.

17:22 - One of the days of the Son of Man . . . in his day is when Jesus returns to earth in the future in power and victory over all evil. He will set up his everlasting Kingdom of justice and peace over all the world.

17:23 - Men will tell you "there he is” In the centuries after Jesus Christ lived on earth, sixty-four popular religious-political leaders arose who claimed to be Christ or a great prophet.
 They started new religions, cults and political-social groups. But they were not sent and authorized by God as Jesus was. He is the only Savior, highest prophet and king sent by God. 

17:24 - From one end to the other. Jesus' spectacular return to earth will be visible and obvious everywhere around the world so that everyone will know for sure that he has returned.

17:25 - This generation (NIV) this time (NCV) may mean mostly all the people living at the time of Jesus. It may also mean mostly all the Jewish race in all centuries. 

17:26 - Noah was the only man who respected and obeyed God in the world of Noah's time. The Bible (Genesis 6:5-14 ff.) reports about the people of that very ancient time that "God saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. . . . The earth (was) filled with violence." So God destroyed all people in a great flood, but saved Noah and his family in a huge boat, called an "ark." 

17:27 - Eating, drinking, marrying. Noah had taught people about how God wanted them to live and to relate to God. Through Noah's teachings and warnings, and through Noah's building of the huge ark boat, God had warned people that he would send a flood to destroy them for their evil behavior. But God patiently gave them a long time to repent and change. So life seemed to continue as usual for many years. So people did not believe that God's punishment would ever come. They continued to live just for pleasure, with no regard for God. (see also 2 Peter 2:5)

17:28 - Sodom was a city at the south end of the Dead Sea in Palestine. God destroyed it about 1900 B.C. because of its degenerate, destructive immorality—Including homosexual practice. Genesis 19:24 reports, "The Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire . . . out of heaven."

17:28 - Lot respected God's laws and lived a relatively good life. God rescued Lot and his family from Sodom before God destroyed Sodom.

17:32 - Lot's Wife and Lot had been warned by God to escape Sodom as quickly as possible to escape God's punishment of that evil city. God warned them to not look back to the city. But Lot's wife apparently did not want to leave her property, possessions, and way of life there. So she looked back, wishing that she could stay. Because she did, she died with the others who were destroyed. She did not believe God, and did not let God rescue her. She did not accept the way to be saved that God had made for her.

17:37 - Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather. What Jesus means in this poetic, symbolic description is not clearly certain now. But he probably means that wherever there are spiritually dead people, this is where that destruction will come which he was warning about. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. To whom is Jesus speaking, primarily, in 17:20, 21?

2. To whom is Jesus speaking, primarily, in 17:22-37?

3. Jesus said (:26,28) that in the future, just before he returns, people will be like they were in the time of Noah, and in the city of Sodom. What does that say about the moral and spiritual direction of change that the world will take at the end of history?

4. What will the Lord Jesus Christ do with people at that time when he returns to earth? :32-35

5. What do you think Jesus meant by "Remember Lot's wife! Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it." :32, 33

6. How closely associated were the two people in :34, and the two in :35? What were their relationships to each other?

7. Though they were so similar, alike, in some parts of their lives, what will happen to those two pairs of people when Jesus, the Son of Man, is revealed from Heaven and returns to earth? :34,35

8. Another place in the Bible describes the Lord Jesus' return to earth at the end of this present era of the world's history. It was written to people who believe in Jesus, who received him to be their Savior and Lord. Read in 1 Thessalonians. 4:16,17 (printed below) what will happen to Christians when Jesus returns:

The Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God. And those who have died believing in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive will be gathered up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And we will be with the Lord forever. . . The day the Lord comes again will be a surprise, like a thief that comes in the night. While people are saying, "We have peace and we are safe," they will be destroyed quickly. like a thief. . . .  (But) God did not choose us to suffer his anger but to have salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus died for us so that we can live together with him, whether we are alive or dead when he comes. (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17 and 5:2-4, 9 & 10 NCV)

In this prophecy in the Bible, those called, "we," are people who believe in Jesus Christ and are still living on earth when Jesus suddenly comes down from Heaven to earth in the future. They will join with Christians who died and who rise up alive from the grave when Jesus returns to earth. They will form one group. The other group is "people" of the world generally who have rejected Jesus Christ and God's salvation through him. What will God do with each of those two different groups when Jesus returns?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Get prepared for the Lord Jesus' return and coming kingdom. 

9. Suppose that scientists announce that a huge meteor will crash into the earth and destroy it in two years. What changes would you make in your thinking about what is most important, and what is less important, in life?

10. Jesus promised that he would rise up alive from the grave after he died to pay for our sins. And he did rise! He also promised that he will return to earth to set up his kingdom and to judge all people. So do you need to change your thinking about God, and your relationship with him, in order to be prepared to meet King Jesus?

Luke Unit 46 Answers

1. Pharisees.

2. His disciples

3. Most people, culture, and social institutions will become more evil, completely corrupt.

4. God will judge people and separate them into two groups—those whom he takes to join him in his kingdom, and those who are left behind for destruction.

5. Jesus meant, remember what happened to Lot’s wife who did not believe God’s warning, and who resisted God’s attempt to rescue her. People like her want to keep their possessions and keep on living in this world in the same rebellious way that they have been living. They love their sinful life in this world more than they love God and want to join Jesus Christ in his eternal kingdom. They do not believe God's warning. They do what Lot's wife did. But a person who loses, or gives, his life to God will be given everlasting life in Heaven with God.

6. The first two probably were family members: parent and child, or husband and wife. The next two were co-workers, colleagues. They lived and worked very closely in their life on earth.

7. They will be separated forever into two different places, two different destinies, because the relationship that one person had with God was different from the relationship that the other person had with God.

8. He will gather everyone (dead or alive) who believed in him. He will take them out of the world, and to "live together with him" "forever." But he will "surprise" and "destroy quickly" those who refused to believe God, who deserve his anger, and who lived in darkness (in evil and in false beliefs).

NOTE: God forgave the sins of the Ninevite people in the book of Jonah in the Old Testament of the Bible. This is an example of God's mercy to people who were wicked and evil, but who later pay attention to God's warning, and repent. God tries to save people, but if they reject his salvation and continue to violate his good moral laws, then he must punish them, as justice requires. 

9 and 10. Answer these questions thoughtfully and sincerely to yourself. 

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 47

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Will God rescue Christians, or let them suffer? For how long a time will you trust God when you do not see his help and victory come?

Suppose that you had a choice to make. You could do something that is honest and right, but very difficult, and would bring suffering to you. Or your could do something easier like most people are doing in your community, workplace or family. But you know that this is dishonest, morally wrong. And suppose that it would be many years before your choice would be proven to be right, before people would see that you were right. Maybe they never would know it. What would you choose to do? What could motivate you to continue to do right for a long time, through years of suffering?

Prem Pradhan of the Hindu kingdom of Nepal had that choice. He was one of the very first Nepalese to believe in Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus told Prem to tell the people of Nepal about God forgiving sins and giving everlasting life through faith in Jesus. Napalese law punished people who changed their religion or who led others to change. But Prem obeyed God. He traveled from village to village telling people the truth about Jesus and the good news about God's love and salvation. For ten years he suffered in fourteen prisons under horrible conditions of cold, hunger, filth, lice, tight spaces and darkness. Did his suffering in prison mean that God had left him? No! His persecutors could not take away from him his joy, fellowship with Jesus, and spiritual power. Guards and prisoners from every tribe of Nepal heard Prem's message about Jesus, and saw Prem's demonstration of the love and power of the Lord Jesus. Many became believers in Jesus and took God's salvation back to their tribes when they got out of prison. A spiritually powerful Christian church was born all over Nepal, and continues to grow. Thousands of Nepalese now are filled with the love, joy, and eternal life of God because Prem was willing to follow Jesus and suffer. 

Prem finally was released from the last prison. Years later in 1986 the King of Nepal awarded him the Social Service Medal of Honor in recognition of Prem's educational and humanitarian work with orphans in the orphanages and schools that he built and administered. Prem left this world November 15, 1998, 74 years old. Now he sees Jesus face-to-face in God’s Heaven. Prem has indescribable joy and reward in God’s eternal world. He had waited for that for many years before Jesus relieved Prem’s suffering, and rewarded him for it. Jesus wants you and me to be like Prem, to trust Jesus and his promises, even when we get no relief from our troubles for a long time. He teaches us about that in today's study in Luke 18:1-8.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 18:1-8

DEFINITIONS

:1 - Parable is a story about something in everyday life that people are familiar with. But the story also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual life, or the interaction between God and people.

:1 - Disciples (NIV), or followers (NCV), of Jesus were people who believed Jesus and knew that he was the Savior sent by God. 

:7 - Chosen ones are people who believe in the only real God who made the universe, the Father of the Son of God, Jesus Christ. He chooses those who trust him, accept him and ask him to rescue them. Then they belong to God and to live with him forever in his eternal home.

:7 - Keep putting them off The tense of the verb expresses a continuing action of indefinitely long length of time—time without end, forever.

:8 - Quickly can mean that justice may seem to us to take a long time to come. But it will come as soon as is appropriate and good in God's overall program for the world. It comes quickly, soon, in the perspective of the whole history of both the present world and the future life in Heaven forever. The Bible word translated "quickly" may possibly also mean "suddenly," whenever it does come.

:8 - Son of Man is the name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, and to rescue God's people. If people reject the One whom God sent, they are rejecting God's authority and God's Savior.

:8 - Will he find faith on earth? This implies that there will be a long waiting period before Jesus comes back to earth to set up his kingdom (governmental rule) of justice and peace. Therefore many people will not persevere and endure long injustice. They will give up their faith in God.

NOTE: This parable must be understood according to its connection to Jesus' teaching that comes just before the parable. In 17:20 someone asked Jesus how long a time it will be before God's kingdom comes. In 17:22, 25, 30-33 Jesus implies that his disciples will have to suffer first, before God's kingdom of justice and peace comes. So when Jesus tells his disciples in 18:1 to "not give up" trusting and obeying God during long periods of suffering, he means that they should not give up waiting for God's kingdom to come. They should not stop praying and waiting for God’s final justice. God's justice will come when Jesus returns to earth to rescue his people and set up his kingdom.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. What kind of judge was this judge? See 18:2,4, 5.

2. What did the widow do to get justice? 18:3, 5

3. Why did the judge finally rescue her from her enemy who was oppressing her? :4, 5 

4. To whom was Jesus making a promise, and teaching what to do? :1, 7

5. How would you expect that God's character (perfect honesty, truthfulness, justice, compassion, etc.) compares to the character of a human judge—especially the judge in this story?

6. Therefore, what should Jesus’ disciples (and all Christians) expect that God will do about the evil powers and people who persecute and oppress Christians? :7

7. Jesus tells this story about an oppressed widow who had to wait a long time to get justice. She had to keep on asking because she did not get it immediately when she first asked. Jesus told that story to teach his disciples, and all Christians, something about the injustice and persecution that they will suffer. What does that story imply about the timing of God's justice, when he comes to rescue his people? (After answering the question yourself, read answer #7 in the answer sheet.) :7,8

8. What should the disciples (and all later Christians) think and do when they have to wait a long time for God's justice to rescue them from suffering? :1,3,8b

9. Jesus taught that Christians can have confidence that God's justice and help will come. The contrast between the human judge and God shows what that confidence is based on. Why can Christians have that confidence?

10. Today's story showed God as a good Judge and supreme King who enforces justice. He certainly will rescue Christians finally at the end of the present world's history, though they may suffer for a time in this world. In another place Jesus showed that God is also a good Father of people who believe and know him through Jesus. What confidence does that give us about our other prayers that ask God to take care of our daily needs in the present time? Read Matthew 7:9-11 below: (After your answer, read answer sheet.)

Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! (Matthew 7:9-11)
YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust and obey God, even if that brings persecution for awhile? 

11) In today's lesson, what did you learn about:

a) God,
b) prayer,

c) faith,
d) the future? (Read also 2 Peter 3:3-15a)

Luke Unit 47 Answers

1. He was an “unjust” (unfair), bad judge. He did not care about justice, God, or people. He cared only about himself. He had no compassion or good principles. 

2. She persistently continued to ask the judge to help her. Even when she did not get what she asked for, she did not get discouraged and quit. She still continued to ask and hope for justice.

3. Because she kept on coming back to him, and he was getting tired of her. He helped her only for his selfish reasons.

4. The teaching and promise is for Jesus' disciples who believe and follow him, and therefore are chosen by God to be saved.

5. God is perfect, good and right in all that he is and does. He is infinitely more certain to act with justice than this bad judge would be.

6. God certainly will give them justice. He will rescue them and punish their oppressors. Notice the structure of the reasoning that Jesus uses. He uses the fact that a less-likely result happened to prove that a more-likely result will happen. "If even that, then certainly this." If even a corrupt judge gives justice to someone who perseveres, then certainly God (who is good) will give justice to someone who perseveres. 

7. God's justice is certain to come, but God's suffering people may have to wait some length of time for it. But God is just (fair), wise and caring, so he will bring justice at the right time, the best time, for his people. Even if Christians are killed because of their faith and obedience to God, they still will get justice when God judges all people after death. Then God will give faithful Christians honor and rewards in the next life forever in God’s Heaven.

8. They should keep on praying to God for help, and not give up trusting God and depending on him to rescue them, even if it is a long time to wait before Jesus the "Son of Man "comes" back to "earth" to set up his kingdom of justice and peace.

9. Christians' confidence and hope is based on the character of God. Because God is just, dependable and compassionate (caring), he surely will rescue his wrongly treated people who trust him. (See also Acts 17:31. God demonstrated his justice by raising Jesus from the dead. This promises that Jesus eventually will judge all the world with justice.

10. Even a normal human father wants to give his child good, not harmful things. He will give whatever the child asks for that is good for the child. God is even more loving and good than a human father is. So we can trust God and expect that he surely will give us whatever is best for us when we ask him to provide what we need. God in his wisdom and love may permit Christians to suffer hunger, poverty or persecution at times for special reasons that we may not understand now. But God certainly will provide all that we ask for and need when it fits into his long-range program for our best, and eternal good. And generally, usually, his material gifts are as abundant and full as his spiritual gifts to us are.

11) a) God is a good judge who will rescue his people who suffer unjustly, and yet trust God. 

b) God wants us to keep on asking him for help, and trusting him to give us at the right time what we need. 

c) We should continue to trust God because of his goodness and dependability, even when we do not see him act and answer our prayers for a long time.

d) The future is under God's control. He will end the world's history, and each person’s destiny, in the way that he wants to—the right way. He will finally govern the world and judge the wicked people, bring justice and peace and salvation for all who trust him. 

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 48

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Are you willing to be dependent on God for help? or do you not need God?

Teachers tell about funny answers their young children wrote on exams. Here are some of those answers:


> "People who live in Moscow are call Mosquitoes."


> "The four seasons are salt, pepper, mustard and catsup."


> (Question: define H20 and CO2.) "H2O is hot water, and CO2 is cold water."


> "The spinal column is a long bunch of bones. The head sits on the top and you sit on the bottom."


> "The word, trousers, is an uncommon noun because it is singular at the top and plural at the bottom.


> "The blood circulates through the body by flowing down one leg, and up the other."

Little children do not have the advanced knowledge which adults have. They cannot produce great wealth. They do not hold high positions in industry, business, journalism or universities. So why is it that people love little children so much?

When international students visit an American hosts' home, they often feel more comfortable with the children than they feel with the adults. Why is that? Jesus said that we should become more like little children in some ways (maybe for some of the same reasons). Let's think about what Jesus meant. 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 18:9-17

DEFINITIONS

18:9 - Righteousness (NIV) good (NCV) means perfectly fulfilling God's requirements. No human person is perfect, without sin. (See Romans 3:10-12, 20, 23) No one has obeyed all God's laws, or loved God with all his or her heart and loved his neighbor as he loves himself. Only the unique, divine Son of God, Jesus, has done that. The only way that we can be righteous and acceptable to God is to have Jesus' righteousness credited to our account by God. God makes us righteous in his sight—In his court of law—when we trust Jesus' payment for our sins by his death, and receive Him to be our representative, Savior, and Lord. When we repent, God forgives our sins and accepts us, making us righteous in his accounting record.

:9 - Parable is a story about something in everyday life which people are familiar with. But the story also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual life, or the interaction between God and people.

:10 - Pharisee was a member of very strict Jewish religious sect. They thought that they could exactly follow the religious rules and traditions of their ancestors and their religious establishment. They condemned, and kept away from, people who did not follow their rules. The Pharisees thought that they were very good people who earned God's favor. They confidently depended on their own achievements and goodness to deserve God's acceptance of them. Therefore they did not think that they needed to ask God to forgive them for wrongdoing. They did not know that they needed God to give them a new, different moral nature. (For another example of Pharisees and their beliefs, read Philippians 3:4-9) 

:10 - Tax collectors were Jews who collected taxes from their fellow countrymen to pay the Romans. The Romans controlled the Jews’ nation by military force. Tax collectors usually got rich by collecting more money than they needed for the Romans. So the Jews hated the tax collectors who were traitors and broke their moral laws. 

:12 - Fast means to not eat food for a period of time. This is a helpful spiritual exercise if people do it to humble themselves and become more aware of God and spiritual realities. But the Pharisees made it only a religious formality. They thought that they were good—better than other people were—because they strictly followed their rules of fasting at specific, scheduled times.

:12 - Give a tenth. Giving a tenth, called "tithing," was one of the Jews' religious rules. Money or farm products were given to the priests and temple workers (called "Levites") to pay them, to pay for temple and synagogue maintenance, and to help widows, orphans and others who were especially poor and needy. 

:13 - Stood at a distance from the inner section of the temple, "the most holy place," where they thought that God was present in a special way.

:13 - Beat his breast. Striking his chest with his hand was an expression of grief, remorse and repentance.

:13 - Sinner is a person who violates God's laws. He does not respect God. He is condemned by God. 
:14 - Justified (NIV), right with God (NCV) means declared "not guilty" by God, and made right with God who is the final Judge of all people. It means that all the charges against us in God's record "book" are canceled out. We are pardoned and set free from any condemnation and final punishment!

:14 - Exalts (NIV), make themselves great (NCV) means to say or think that they are especially good people without the common faults that other people have. It is claiming to be better than they really are.

:14 - Humbles himself means to take a lower position. The humble person gives other people greater honor and recognition than what he asks for himself.

:15 - Disciples were 12 men Jesus whom chose to travel with him, learn from him, and carry on his work afterwards.
:15 - Rebuked means criticized, telling them they were doing wrong and should stop that.

:16 - Kingdom of God is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. Sometimes it includes the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means God's final, complete governing the universe in the future when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. Which of the two people in the temple probably obeyed more of the religious rules, and practiced more of the religious ceremonies? See 18:10-12.

2. When they prayed, how did the two men act different physically? Contrast their "body language." :11, 13

3. What did the tax collector think about his moral condition or about God's evaluation of him? And what did he ask God for? :13

4. What did the Pharisee think about his moral condition or about what God thought about him? :11,12

5. Which man did God accept in the end? :14 

6. From the examples of these men, what can you conclude about what God's acceptance of people is based on? Is God's acceptance based on what people deserve from living a good enough life? Or does God accept people because of something else? Because of what? (After answering yourself, read # 6 on answer sheet.)

7. The disciples' actions showed that they thought that little children were not important members of God's kingdom. But Jesus said that the little children have some attitudes that people need to have to enter God's kingdom. What attitudes of children do you think are needed to "receive the Kingdom of God?" (After answering this question yourself, then read answer # 7 on the answer sheet.)

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you decide to humble yourself in God's holy presence? Will you ask him to have mercy on you because of Jesus' payment for your guilt, and to forgive your sins against him?

8. You stand in the sight of the all-powerful Creator of the universe, the holy, perfectly good God. He knows and correctly judges the actions and inner attitudes of people. In God's presence are you proud of yourself as the Pharisee was in the parable? Or do you see yourself as just a little child needing God's help? Will you be like the tax collector, and admit to God that you sinned against him? Will you ask God to forgive you because of his mercy offered through Jesus Christ who died, instead of you, to pay for your guilt?

Luke Unit 48 Answers

1. The Pharisee obeyed many rules. He thought that he was legally perfect. But God knew that the Pharisee did not obey God's two most important rules: to love God with all your heart, and to love your neighbor as you love yourself.

2. The Pharisee stood up proudly to talk directly to God, but the tax collector felt too ashamed to even approach near to God. He humbly bowed his head down, and beat on his chest showing how sorry he was. 

3. He knew that he was a guilty sinner, deserving disapproval, condemnation and punishment. He asked God for mercy—that is, forgiveness and release from the punishment that he deserved for his guilt.

4. The Pharisee boasted about how good he was—so much better than other people. He was sure that he deserved God's approval, praise, honor, commendation, and recognition for doing so well.

5. The tax collector, not the Pharisee.

6. God accepts people only because of his mercy, not because they deserve it. (No one does deserve it. See Romans 2:1; 3:10-12, 23; Ephesians 2:1-3.) We can be accepted only because of God's kindness and grace, not because of how good we are. Everyone needs God's mercy and forgiveness. God will give mercy and forgiveness to any bad person who is ashamed of his sins, confesses his sinfulness and unworthiness, and wants a relationship with God (wants to be accepted by God and to live together). 

7. A little child is willing to receive everything as a gift. He is unable to produce and earn anything himself. He must depend completely on the care and mercy of his parents. In the same way, we must receive God's Kingdom (life with God now and in Heaven) as an undeserved gift, not as something we earned and have a right to. We must receive God's forgiveness and approval humbly and gratefully. 

A young child also naturally trusts and believes his parents. They are teachable. They know that their parents know more than they, the children, know. They ask their parents questions, and are willing to learn from them. Little children (more than adults) are ready to cry and to believe that they are "bad" (are sinners) when their parents tell them that they did wrong things. This humble, dependent attitude, and love for our Father God, will lead us to receive God's Kingdom instead of rejecting God and his Kingdom. (See 

1 Corinthians 1:26, 27.)

8. Jesus promised that God will justify (make acceptable to God) any person who confesses his need and asks God for mercy. See Romans 10:9-13. If you do that, then you can be sure that God forgives you and receives you into his eternal kingdom now, and forever in Heaven.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 49

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What can you do to qualify for everlasting life with God in his eternal country—Heaven?

If someone asked you, "Are you a good person?" what would you reply? If God asked you, "Are you a good person?" what would you say to him? Can you make yourself good enough for the perfect, pure God to accept you—the God who knows your every action, word and thought? Or do you feel unworthy? How can a person escape being destroyed by his or her own evil nature and guilt? How can a person enter a secure, everlasting life with God who loves you? Jesus gives us God's answers to these important questions.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 18:18-30

DEFINITIONS

:18 - Inherit in that land-based economy usually meant receiving ownership (along with other brothers and sisters) of the parent's farm. It meant having a permanent place to live, and farmland that would support their lives. 

:18 - Eternal life (NIV) life forever (NCV) is life with God that will never end. When a person believes in Jesus Christ, he receives a new spiritual life and fellowship with God now. Then after death he goes to be with God in Heaven. God will give him a new body that will never die. 

:18 - Good means not spoiled by any evil. It is doing right, not in order to get something we want in return, or for social approval, but from right motives in the heart. We do it just because it is honest, good for other people and right. It is being perfect, like God. 

:20 - Commandments were the laws for behavior and attitude that God gave to Israel through his prophet Moses in the Old Testament.

:20 - Adultery means a sexual act or fantasy with someone other than your own husband or wife. 

:22 - Heaven means God's eternal home, a place beyond (in other dimensions and substance than) our material universe. In Heaven angels, other spirit creatures and human's souls after death live in the direct presence of God and "see" him in his power and glory. There God does not hide himself, but directly shows himself to people. God reigns as king in Heaven in total justice and love without any rival or any evil there. He makes Heaven a perfect, beautiful joyful place to live and to be close to God. 

:24 - Kingdom of God is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of His people. Sometimes it includes the people whom God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make His created world perfect. 

:26 - Who then (if not a rich man)? People were surprised because they thought that if a person were rich, that showed that God approved of him, favored him and rewarded him with wealth because he was so good.

:26 - Saved means to rescue from the control and consequences of sin. Sin progressively destroys a person. It brings guilt, condemnation and everlasting separation from God and His benefits. God wants to save us out of all that. Those who reject God and his salvation are excluded from his kingdom, and lose everything. 

:29 - For the sake of the kingdom of God means in order to get a place with God in his Kingdom, and to serve God and work for the advancement of his kingdom.

:30 - Receive many times as much in this age (NIV) get much more in this life (NCV) means that God will provide well for his followers' material and social needs. Their natural family members may turn away from them like enemies, but God will give them Christian "brothers and sisters" who will love them more truly than natural family members do. 

:30 - Age to come is after the climax of our present world's history. Then God will make the world all new.  God and his people will live together forever in an environment in which all evil, sin and suffering have been sent away (sent to the place of those who are separated from God.). 
YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY-- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.
1. What was this man's status, position, in the Jewish society? See 18:18, 21, 23

2. What was his spiritual status—his relationship with God? :18, 22-26 

3. What did the ruler think was the way that he could inherit (get) eternal life? :18, 21

4. Who is (truly) good, and who is not (fully) good? :19b

5. What did the ruler recognize about Jesus? :18

6. Jesus wanted to lead the man to see the full meaning of the man's recognition that Jesus is truly good. 

The man should have reasoned this way:

a) Jesus is unusually (outstandingly, perfectly) good.

b) Only God is truly good.

c) Therefore, Jesus is ​​___________!

 Jesus' question should have led the man to understand and believe what about Jesus? :19

7. Did this man seem to think that he himself was, or was not, good and acceptable to God? Was he like the Pharisee, or like the Tax Collector, in the last study lesson in Luke 18:9-13?  :21

8. Jesus tested the man to show the man the truth about himself. Jesus wanted him to see what he lacked in his heart and relationship to God. What do you think that the man lacked? (After answering the question yourself, read the answer for number 8 in the answer sheet.) :22, 23

9. The man's social ruling status and his wealth gave him security, "importance," power over people, power to get what he wanted, self-sufficiency, and pride. Other kinds of personal advantages can affect us in a similar way that wealth does. Superior intelligence, high education, physical strength of a man, beautiful physical appearance of a woman, and popularity can affect a person in a similar way. Jesus said that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter God's Kingdom. So how hard is it for people (with those special powers or advantages) to be saved and accepted by God into his kingdom? :24-26

10. Why, do you think, is it so difficult for a person like this man to become a member of God’s kingdom—receiving forgiveness from God, and entering a relationship with God? (Answer, then read answer sheet.) 

11. So can anyone, even a rich man, be saved—or not? If so, how? :26, 27

12. So what should people not place their trust and confidence in to bring them security and a good life forever? What should people trust in, instead? :25-27

13. How was Peter's response to Jesus different from the rich ruler's response? :23, 28

14. Might some sacrifice or loss come to the person who decides to follow Jesus and be a member of God's Kingdom? :28, 29

15. Did Peter's decision bring him a better or worse life? :29, 30

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What or whom will you trust to secure everlasting life with God for you?

16. In your relationship with God until now, have you been like the wealthy ruler, or like Peter?

17. Will you follow Jesus and trust only God to save you and make you worthy to enter his eternal kingdom? Or do you trust your own abilities and efforts to give you a successful life, happiness and everlasting life?

Luke Unit 49 Answers

1. He had some position of official ruling authority over others. Also, he was very wealthy. He followed the basic moral-religious laws of his society. So people probably thought that he was a good person. He probably was respected in his community. 

2. He was not in God's kingdom, owned nothing in Heaven, and was not saved.  

3. He thought that he must qualify for it by something that he himself "must do."

4. Only God is truly good in moral character—actions, motives, etc. Since only God is good, therefore everyone else—every human being--has sin and guilt, is not fully good. (Only God and humans are the subject of the discussion here. Angels are not thought of here. Some angels did remain innocent, and others rebelled against God, and do evil and are evil.)

5. He recognized that Jesus was good in character, as a person. He also knew that Jesus had the wisdom and authority to teach God's truth. Jesus would have God's correct answer to his question.

6. The man should have "added up" the facts. He should have logically reasoned that::


a. Jesus is truly good.


b. Only God is fully good.


c. Therefore, Jesus must have God's nature; he must be God. 

7. a) He thought that he had always done all that God required of him. 

b) But he was like the Pharisee, not justified with God. He had not recognized the sinful condition of his heart. So he had not asked God to be merciful to him, and forgive him.

8. He lacked proper love for God and obedience to God. He was not willing to give God first place in his life, and let God be God. His possessions meant more to him than his relationship with God. He made riches his god—letting them govern his life rather than letting God govern.  Jesus did not tell everyone, even all other rich people, to literally sell all they own in order to follow him. But Jesus knew this man's specific problem—money's control over him—which kept him from putting God first. 

9. It is impossible by any natural, human means or power. 

10. Because such a person is depending on himself, rather than on God. He trusts in his own goodness, or efforts to be good and accepted by God. He is too proud of himself, so he does not humble himself, admit (confess) his sins, and ask God for mercy and forgiveness. 

11. Yes! It is "possible with God." A person cannot save himself, but God can save him.

12. A person should not expect that wealth or any human abilities can give the good, eternal life. We must trust only God to save us by his supernatural power.

13. The ruler was unwilling to give up his possessions to follow Jesus. But Peter showed that he loved Jesus more than he loved anything and anyone else. 

14. Yes, a person may have to leave, or lose, some material possessions, worldly advantages, and approval or acceptance of some people—even family members.

15. God gave Peter a more truly satisfying life in the present world, and a fully perfect, happy life in the next, eternal world.

16 & 17. Answer these for yourself.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 50

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Ask Jesus to open your eyes to see what is after death—his death, and yours.

Watch a man who lost his strong glasses or contact lenses just now. What does he do? He does not go to do anything else until he first finds the glasses. He searches very hard to find them because he "can't do anything without them." He cannot walk safely or drive home or effectively live his life. 

Do you need glasses? Can you "see" where you are going in life? Can you see what is happening in your inner person morally and spiritually? Can you see the distant future and your final place in the eternal world? Can you "see" God? The glasses, which enable you to see this way, are called "faith:" that is, trust in God and openness to God. God offers you these glasses, but it is your choice to accept or reject them. You can choose to see the world and life truly as it really is, as God made it, or you can create an illusory "truth" to fit your own desires. This will be determined by the values you choose and what or whom you choose to serve with your life. “Values” are what you love, what you think are most important, and what you sincerely desire to follow or seek 

 What did you want to have more than anything else:


> when you were seven years old? 


> when you were seventeen years old?


> now?

Have your values changed—what you think is most important in life?

Which would you rather have:


> one billion dollars but no eyesight, 



or eyesight but only a little money?


> one billion dollars but no one who loves you, 



or a loving family but only a little money?


> Money and friends for fifty years but no friendship with God or citizenship in his kingdom, 

or the loss of social and professional advantages now, but the gain of everlasting life with God and with his loving people in heaven forever?

You can choose the best values and goals if you understand the most important, foundational truths about God's plan for your life and the future. "Seeing" these truths about Jesus, his victory over death, and what is most important in our lives, is illustrated in today’s study. Let’s read about Jesus' announcement, and about the example of a blind beggar.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 18:31-34

DEFINITIONS

:31 - The twelve were the twelve men Jesus chose to travel with him, learn from him, and carry on his work. 

:31 - The prophets were special representatives chosen by God to speak and/or write a message from God exactly as God gave it to them.

:31 - Son of Man was the name or title for Jesus Christ used in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies written hundreds of years before. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, and to rescue God's people.

:32 - Gentiles - People who are not Jews. The Jews gave Jesus to Gentiles to be executed.

:33 - Rise again is to physically, bodily, get up alive out of death and the grave, like rising up from sleep. 

:35 - Jericho - a town in Israel east of Jerusalem.

:35 - Nazareth was Jesus' hometown. He lived there about 30 years until he began his public ministry. 

:38 - Son of David was a title for Jesus Christ. God had made David king over his people, Israel, 1000 years before. Jesus was a descendant of David, so Jesus was in the royal line of kings. But centuries earlier in the Bible, God said he would send the "Son of David" into the world as his king over all the world, not just over Israel. He will bring God's final salvation, justice, peace and the rule of God to the whole world. 

:43 - Followed Jesus means that he joined the group traveling with Jesus to learn from him, serve him and be with him. It implies more: to accept Jesus as Lord, to obey and serve him with all of one's life.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY-- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.
1. What did Jesus know would happen to him? 18:31-33

2. Jesus decided to go to Jerusalem even though he knew what would happen there. Who made the decision for Jesus to die? :31, 32

3. God had told the prophets hundreds of years before to write about what would happen to Jesus, "the Son of Man." Mark "True" or "False" by the following statements. :31-33


a) __ T  __ F  God was surprised when Jesus was rejected and killed.


b) __ T  __ F  The power of evil is too great for God, so God lost the battle when Jesus was killed.


c) __ T  __ F  God planned for this to happen for some reason.


d) __ T  __ F 
Jesus and his Father, because they are God with all power, never would suffer from 



people's rebellion and mistreatment of them. 
4. The disciples had seen Jesus do powerful miracles. And a prophet in the Old Testament time wrote that the Son of Man would powerfully defeat God's enemies and rescue God's people. So did the disciples expect Jesus to actually die and rise again literally—exactly as he described? See :34

Read Luke 18:35-43

5. Describe the living conditions, social status, needs and probable feelings of the man who sat by the roadside. See 18:35, 36

6. What was his only hope for a better life, the only way that he could expect to get well completely? :38

7.  What did the blind man believe? :38

8. What did the man do? :36, 38-41

9. Complete this sentence, and explain: The beggar was healed by _________________________ :39-42

10. Before getting healing, how much did the man pay Jesus, or do for Jesus, to get healing from him? 

11. After the man received his sight, how did he respond to what Jesus had done for him? :43

12. Explain how the blind man, and his interaction with Jesus, illustrate how we can be saved spiritually. How can we be made complete persons, healed from sin and death, receiving everlasting life with God? (After giving your own answer, read the answer #12 in the answer sheet.)

13. Contrast the beggars "sight," or perception of Jesus, with the other Jews’ ability to “see” Jesus correctly (the Jews who (:32) handed Jesus to the Gentile soldiers to be insulted and killed). 

14. Compare the man's condition at the beginning (:35) with the condition of the other man in 18:18-27. 

15. Compare the beggar's condition and the ruler's condition at the end. 18:22-24, 43.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What or Whom will you trust to secure for you an everlasting good life with God?

16. Would you rather be like the ruler or the beggar?

Luke Unit 50 Answers

1. He knew that he would be cruelly treated, killed, and become alive again.

2. People who hated Jesus wanted to kill him, but Jesus also let it happen. He willingly went to Jerusalem to give himself to the people even though he knew what would happen. 

3.  a) False. God told the prophets what would happen, so he knew before it happened. Compare Matthew  

27:20, 26-30, 35, 40-43 with Psalm 22:7, 14-18, Isaiah 53:3-10, Zechariah 12:10, and many others.


b) False. God made Jesus alive again after he was killed (made him "rise again" from the grave). So God has power to overcome death. Jesus did not remain dead, as his enemies wanted. God had the final victory after all!


c) True. God told about it ahead of time, and Jesus planned for it to happen when he decided to go to Jerusalem and to give himself. The "reason" is explained in John 3:16. Read that. 


d) It is true that God the Father and the Son have the greatest power, so God was not forced to suffer against his will. Jesus willingly went to Jerusalem to be mistreated and killed. Though Jesus is God, he willingly suffered for our sins. And God the Father loved God the Son, so he was grieved and pained in heart to see his son tortured. It is false to say that God never would suffer for our sins.

4. No, they thought that what he said must have some other meaning which they did not understand. Jesus' resurrection (rising alive from the grave) was not an idea conceived by the disciples or made up by the Christian church. It was God's plan that surprised people. 

5. Being blind he could not work at a job to support himself. He just sat and begged all day. He had to totally depend on others to take care of him—even to tell him what was happening when the crowd went by. He was in the lowest social position, and would never be able to raise himself out of it, or to improve his life. He probably felt humiliated, sad, discouraged, depressed, helpless, and worthless.

6. His only hope was Jesus. He hoped that Jesus would do an act of mercy & miraculous power to heal him.  

7. He believed that Jesus was "the Son of David:" that is, the king whom God had promised in the Bible to send with God's power and authority to rule over all the earth. He called Jesus, "Lord." He believed that Jesus could do a miraculous work of healing which only God could do. He believed that Jesus might be compassionate, kind and merciful, and grant even a beggar's big request (prayer).

8. First he asked the reason for the crowd. He was curious about the excitement that Jesus caused, and he sought information about it. Then he directly, boldly, perseveringly asked Jesus for mercy and healing. 

9. He was healed both by his faith, and by Jesus. The power to heal came from Jesus. But the man's faith in Jesus opened the door for Jesus to work in his life. What the man believed about Jesus led him to ask Jesus for help. 

10. Absolutely nothing! He had nothing, and even if he were rich, he never could pay enough for such a great gift. 

11. He followed Jesus. He felt gratitude, joy, love for him, so he wanted to be with in close companionship with him. Also, he praised, honored, thanked, God for healing him and giving him a new, good life.

12. We must feel our desperate condition, our spiritual brokenness, illness, blindness. We must desperately want to be healed. We must believe that Jesus is God and has the power to save us. We must not let people talk us out of asking Jesus for help. We must humble ourselves to ask Jesus to save us. 

13. The Jews had physical sight but not spiritual sight to recognize who Jesus really is. The physically blind man correctly perceived that Jesus was "the Son of David," the king whom God sent with God's power to rule and to save people. 

14. Their circumstances were the opposite—one at the bottom, the other at the top, of society and life circumstances. The blind beggar was poor, handicapped and despised—a "nobody." The ruler was wealthy, socially powerful, respected, and outwardly in control of life. 

15. Exactly reversed! The beggar received the greatest riches of all—not only his sight, but a powerful work of God in his life which brought him into fellowship with Jesus. He had great joy. But the ruler refused membership in God's eternal kingdom. He went away from Jesus to become separated from God forever. He ended up very sad. So he remained materially rich for a relatively brief time, but then would have nothing materially, or spiritually in his soul, forever!

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 51

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Who loves you the most? 

Who is the closest, very best friend that is possible for you to have? Probably not the Prime Minister or President of your country because probably he would not have a special interest in you if you are no special benefit to him. The person should be someone who wants your friendship. And the person could not be someone who refuses to forgive you when you offend him or her, because we all often offend. 

A real friend would not let you live just any kind of life without correcting you. A friend cares enough about you to want you to be the best person that you can be. You would like your friend to be intelligent, interesting, honest, unselfish and trustworthy. Most importantly, he or she must genuinely love you and always be available to care and help you when you have problems. 

Maybe you are thinking, how could I ever find a person that perfect? And if I did, why would he or she want to be my friend? Good news! You can have a friend like that. God is an even greater Friend than that description above. And he loves you more than any human person ever could! He wants you to know him and be with him always, forever. But you and I have broken God's laws and offended him, so can he still be friendly to us? How can you begin an everlasting relationship with God who is perfectly good? You can. Just like Zacchaeus did. Read about it.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 19:1-10

DEFINITIONS

19:2 - Tax collectors were Jews who collected taxes from their fellow countrymen to pay the Romans. The Romans controlled the Jews' nation by military force. Tax collectors usually got rich by collecting much more money than they needed to pay to the Romans. So the Jews hated the tax collectors who were traitors and broke their moral laws. 

:5 - Stay at your house was an action expressing friendship. In their culture it meant that Jesus related to him as a friend or relative would. Jesus offered this even to a type of person who was despised by other people.

:7 - Sinner is a person who breaks God's laws and does evil. He does not respect God. 

:9 - Salvation is rescue by God. God wants to save us from all the destructive consequences of our evil inner nature, evil way of living, and broken relationship to God. It is a work that God does. It is a process that changes our heart and life more and more. It develops a good character in us, and a good relationship with God. God heals our corrupted mind and sets us free from the controlling power of evil desires—our selfish, sinful nature. God saves us from everlasting punishment after death that we deserve because of our rebellion against him. God gives us joy and peace with him now in our present world. That joy and peace becomes perfect in eternity when God gives us new life after our physical death.

:9 - Son of Abraham means that he is like Abraham because he trusted and loved God as Abraham did. Abraham was the "father," or first ancestor, of the ancient nation, Israel. Abraham believed and obeyed God. God promised to have an everlasting relationship with Abraham and his descendants—those who would believe and trust God like Abraham did. 

:10 - Son of Man was the name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) 

:10 - Save means to rescue from the control and consequences of sin. Sin progressively destroys a person. It brings guilt, condemnation and everlasting separation from God and His benefits. God wants to save us out of all that.

:10 - Lost means to be far away from God, not headed in the right direction in life, and without spiritual, everlasting life with God. God has a good purpose and life planed for people. He wants to give them a perfected, happy, eternal life in a loving relationship with him. If a person goes away from God by rejecting God in Jesus, then God has “lost” someone whom he wanted to keep.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning.

1. Describe what kind of life Zacchaeus had. See 19:2, 10

2. Describe how easy or difficult it was for Zacchaeus to see Jesus? 19:3, 4

3. Since it was difficult, why was he able to meet Jesus? ("why", not "how") :3, 4

4. What did he want to "see" or learn? :3

5. Did Zacchaeus live such a morally good life that he earned, or deserved, God's approval, friendship, and salvation? :7, 8

6. How did Jesus respond to Zacchaeus? Contrast Jesus' attitude toward Zacchaeus with the other people's attitude toward Zacchaeus. :5, 7, 9, 10

7. How did Zacchaeus respond to Jesus' offer to come to him and stay with him? :6

8. Compare Zacchaeus’ attitude toward Jesus with the other people’s attitude toward Jesus. :7 (“Attitude” means the way that we choose to think and feel about something or someone. It is the “direction” of a person’s heart. It is the values that we choose and our inner motivations, that are the basis for how we evaluate people, ideas and actions.)

9. Since Zacchaeus did not deserve, or earn, God's acceptance and friendship, on what basis did he get it? What qualified him to receive salvation and friendship with God? :9, 10

10. What was the result of Jesus' offer, and of Zacchaeus' response to Jesus? :8-10

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What or Whom will you trust to secure for you everlasting life with God?

11. Zacchaeus wanted to learn the truth for himself about Jesus. He decided so strongly to see Jesus—so strongly that he did not let any obstacle or difficulty keep him from meeting Jesus. How strong is your desire to know Jesus, to meet God and to be accepted by him? 

12. Jesus offered to be with Zacchaeus as a friend and Savior to him. God wants to be more to you than just a distant power above the universe. God is perfect, hates evil, and knows all our faults. Yet he wants to live with you as your friend and God. And he wants to change your life to make you good. How do you feel about God when you think about the fact that God loves you and wants to “find” you and live with you?

13. To summarize what you learned from this study, think about these questions: 

> What kind of person does God love? Who can repent, come to God, and be accepted by him? 

> What kind of life did Zacchaeus have to live do deserve Jesus' friendship? 

> Do I choose to be like Zacchaeus, or to be like the other people?

The leaders of the Jewish society were shocked that Jesus would associate with such a bad man. The quality of Zacchaeus' life was not the reason Jesus accepted him. On the contrary, Jesus called Zacchaeus to have fellowship with him before Zacchaeus changed his life, or did any good works. But then Zacchaeus gladly accepted Jesus' offer. Zacchaeus believed in Jesus and received him into his home. Then after receiving God's love and acceptance of him, Zacchaeus became willing to do whatever God wanted him to do.

You do not have to become good before God will come into your life. You only have to believe in Jesus, who can forgive all the evil that you have done. You need only to invite God to come into your life to change you and to take control of your life. This is called repentance and faith in Christ. Even though you violated God's laws, and were far from God, Jesus is calling to you. He wants to begin fellowship with you. 

Jesus, as God, offered this relationship with God. Zacchaeus received God into his home and life. Zacchaeus' inner character and attitudes were transformed by the presence, power and love of God. Jesus said that salvation had come to Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was saved from the control of evil desires, such as greed and selfishness. He was saved from being separated from God, and was saved from guilt and punishment in his eternal life after death.

Have you opened yourself, your life, to welcome Jesus Christ to be your God? If you have, or if you do that now, then you will be saved. You will have a loving relationship with God, your Father in Heaven, forever! If you never have invited Jesus Christ to come into your life, will you do that now? 

Suggested Words for Your Prayer to God

"Dear Lord Jesus, please come into my life to save me and be Lord over my life. I believe what you tell me in the Bible—that you, the eternal Son of God, suffered and died to pay for my sins, and rose again to rule over everything and everyone forever. Forgive me for all the wrongs that I did against you, God, in all of my life. I give myself and my life to you. Help me to be and do all that you want me to be and do in my character and daily life. Thank you for making me your friend and God's child. Thank you for giving me life with God now and forever!"

If you sincerely prayed the prayer above—or a similar one in your own words—then Jesus Christ entered your life, as you asked him to do. God has received you and made you his child. This is the most important and happy day of your life! Record here the place and date on which you prayed this prayer and began your eternal life with God:

Place: _______________________________________________________________________  Date: __________________

Luke Unit 51 Answers

1. He was wealthy and achieved high ("chief") political position and power in that society. So it might seem that he had a luxurious, easy, satisfying life. But as a tax collector, he was hated by his fellow-countrymen, and was called "sinner" by the religious leaders. Most importantly, he was "lost." That is, he was far away from God, was not headed in the right direction in life, and had lost his spiritual, everlasting, life with God.

2. It was very difficult. Physically he was too short to see Jesus over the heads of the crowd. And psychologically he would lose his dignity in the sight of people, and would humble his pride, by climbing the tree and publicly appearing to be so eager. 

3.  He met Jesus because he "wanted to" (19:3) strongly enough. He was willing to make the unusual effort of climbing a tree, not caring if people laughed at him. 

4. He wanted to know who Jesus really was: that is, what kind of person he was. He must have wondered, "Is Jesus really such a good, holy, loving person that people say he is? Does he have God's power to do miracles, and have God's wisdom and truth in his teaching?" 

5. No. He was a “sinner.”

6. Jesus had love and mercy for Zacchaeus, and wanted to save him. He wanted to go into Zacchaeus' home and stay with him. The other people only criticized and condemned Zacchaeus when they called him a “sinner.” (That implied that Zacchaeus was a sinner, and that they were not.) They thought that Jesus should stay away from him. They did not care about helping Zacchaeus change and have a friendship with God.  

7. He immediately ("at once," eagerly) welcomed Jesus gladly. He opened his home (his life, his self, his "heart") to Jesus. 

8. The people “murmered,” or criticized, Jesus. They thought that they knew better than Jesus knew. They did not value what Jesus valued (the value that God places on even a sinner, and God’s forgiveness for sinners). They did not humbly trust and love Jesus as Zacchaeus did.

9. Zacchaeus was "a son of Abraham." That is, he was like Abraham in that he had faith in Jesus like Abraham had faith in God.  

10. Zacchaeus' heart (character, moral and spiritual nature) was changed from selfishness to love and generosity. He changed his behavior toward people, and he began a joyful, loving relationship with God in Jesus Christ. He received salvation; that is, his sins were forgiven by God, and he began everlasting life with God. 

11-13 Please think about these questions, and answer them sincerely to yourself and to God.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 52

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -What kind of leader is needed to fix the world's problems? Is it possible?

Suppose that the United Nations organization concluded that they cannot control the wars between the nations. And they cannot correct the inequities between the very rich, and the poor and starving millions. So the U.N. decides that the only way to fix the world is to appoint one single king or ruler over the whole world. Everyone would be ordered to follow his or her policies. The U.N. looks for someone who understands the average person, someone intelligent and who is not a politician. They select you to be that ruler over all of the world! 

What would you do to fix all the world's problems? Could you do it? Would your solutions work? Could you make all nations happy? Could you convince every influential, powerful and wealthy leader to cooper-ate with your policies? How long would you last as supreme ruler before someone assassinates you, or some group organizes a coup and deposes you? Could anyone successfully do that leader's job and fix the world?

To be successful, the supreme ruler would have to:

 1. Have perfect wisdom, knowledge and understanding. 

 2. Be perfectly fair in justice, and be unselfish.

 3. Be appointed by an authority that is higher than all the governments of the nations.

 4. Be able to change people's hearts, attitudes, so that they will be willing to live unselfishly and peacefully with everyone. And he must win their trust and allegiance to him. 

 5. Be powerful enough to disarm or eliminate every army and individual who refuse to obey his policies to fix the world. 

So you say, "there never has been a leader who could do that. Will there ever be such a ruler, and such a perfect world?"  Surprise! The answer is "Yes!" Read about him in the study in Luke 19. 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 19:11-27

DEFINITIONS

:11 - Kingdom of God is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of His people. Sometimes it includes the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect.

:11 - Parable is a story about something in everyday life which people are familiar with. But the story also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual life, or the interaction between God and people.

:12 - Noble birth means that he is a prince, or member of a royal family, therefore legally qualified to become king. 

:14 - Subjects were the people governed by the king, the people under his authority.

:17 - Master means employer, but with more authority and power than employers have in today's labor market in free market societies. 

:17 - Take charge of 10 cities.  Because this master was king, he could appoint governors over parts of his kingdom. 

:17 - Hard man means that he has high expectations for proper performance of duty. He does not permit carelessness or laziness.

:21 - Reap means to harvest, to collect farm crops.

:21 - Sow means to plant seeds to grow a crop.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY-- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. God had promised through ancient prophets to send a “Messiah,” or great king to set up God’s kingdom over Israel and the whole world. Jesus showed that he had God’s power to heal sick and paralyzed people and do other miracles. So many people thought that he was this great king. These people thought that Jesus would set up God’s kingdom WHEN? See 19:11.

2. Why did Jesus tell this parable story? See 19:11

3. List all the people, or groups of people, in this parable. 19:12-14

4. To whom did the money belong which the servants had? :13

5. What was the job, duty, of the servants? :13

6. Describe the attitude of the king's subjects toward the king. :14

7. From where did the king get his authority to rule, govern? Where did he not get his authority? :12,14,15

8. What was the first servant's response to his master, employer? :13, 16

9. What was the response of the third servant to the master? And whom did the servant blame for that response? Was this a proper, good response, or not? :20,21 After giving your answer, read the answer #9 on the answer sheet.

10. How did the master describe the first and third servants? :17, 22

11. Compare the value of

a) what the first servant was given to manage while his master was gone, with 

b) what he was given to govern after the master returned. :13, 17

12. What do you think that the master's purpose, or plan, was in giving that assignment, or job, to his servants to do while he was gone?

13. What do kings generally do about their enemies who rebel against them? :27 Why do they do that? 

14. NOTE: In this parable Jesus taught four facts about his rule as king over the whole world. 

 a) When God's kingdom would fully come. 

 b) What would happen to the person appointed to be king—to Jesus, the highest King. 

 c) What would happen to those who reject the King, Jesus. 

 d) What would/will happen to those who serve the king, Jesus.

QUESTIONS TO UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE NOTE:

a & b) When would Jesus begin his rule as king over all of the world? Would it be when he arrived at Jerusalem? :12, 15. See also 18:31-33. 

c) What will happen to people who reject God's King, Jesus, and rebel against his authority? :27. See also 2 Peter 2:9, 10a; 3:3-10.

d) What will happen to people who respect Jesus, and are loyal to him? :17, 19. See also Revelation. 20:4.

15. Where does Jesus' authority to be king come from? :12. See also Luke 1:26-33.

15. Think about the choices that the people in this story had to make (the subjects and the servants). Apply that to your life. Why does God allow us to experience temptations that force us to make decisions? And why does God give us opportunities to learn about him and about what he wants us to do? 

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you accept God's King, and use your life to serve him?

16. Are you like one of those people who rejected the King (Jesus) who has God's authority? Or are you one of his servants? And if you are his servant, are you "trustworthy?" God gave you your life, resources and opportunities. Do you use them for his purposes and service? 

Luke Unit 52 Answers

1. They expected the kingdom of God to come “at once,” immediately. They thought that Jesus was going to the capital city, Jerusalem, to become king then, at that time.

2. Jesus gave this teaching because he was traveling to Jerusalem, and those people then expected the kingdom of God to come very soon when he got to Jerusalem. He wanted them to know correctly the time of the coming of the kingdom of God.

3. a. The King, b. his servants, and c) his subjects—people over whom he was appointed to rule, or govern. 

4. It was the employer's, king's, money. He put it under the management of his servants, to be used for the employer's purposes, not to be the servants' own money to use however they wanted. 

5. To invest or use the money well to make a profit for the employer. 

6. They hated him, rejected his authority, and expressed their rebellion against him. 

7. He was appointed king by someone in a "distant country" who had high authority over that region. He did not derive his right to rule from the permission, or will, of the people. It did not depend on the vote of subjects whom he ruled over. This was not a democracy. In a democracy everyone has equal authority, so they select one of themselves, their peers, to govern. But this king was a special person "of noble birth" who had a unique right to rule. Jesus would return to God’s Heaven, receive authority and commissioning from God the Father to rule over everything in Heaven and earth, and return to earth to set up his kingdom.

8. He obeyed his master. He put the money to work to gain a profit. He was loyal to his master. 

9. He refused to obey and serve the master. The servant blamed his response on the master, accusing the master of being a "hard man" only because he expected a profit from the use of his money. From this story we do not know what the real motive of the servant is—the reason why he did not put the money to work. (We do not even know whether or not his accusation against the master is true, or just an exaggeration to excuse himself.) What we do know for sure is that the first two servants obeyed the master, but the third servant refused to obey. The servants were being paid by the employer. They may have been given a place to live on the master's farm. So they had a duty to serve the employer, obey the job assignments, and make a profit for him.

10. The first was "good" and "trustworthy," dependable. The third was "wicked," bad or evil. 

11. a) The one mina he had at first was very little, and the responsibility was "a very small matter," compared to 

b) the very great authority that he was given over ten cities after the king returned!

12. It was a test to determine who was faithful, dependable, and could be trusted with much greater responsibility. Then he would give to them more important positions of honor and service to the king.

13. In order to maintain peace and good order for the citizens of the kingdom, they preserve their authority and rule by defeating the rebellion, eliminating the enemies. 

14. a & b) God's Kingdom would come fully with Jesus as King, but not when Jesus arrived at Jerusalem then, about 30 AD. The Kingdom of God will come only after Jesus rose alive from death, and will return to earth in the future. Jesus' arrival at Jerusalem was the time when he was to be rejected by the people who should have accepted him as King. Later he will return with power to rule. 

c) When the king returns in the future, he will destroy his enemies who would always reject his authority, and would make a rebellion and trouble in his kingdom.

d. Those who serve the king will rule with the king in his kingdom. They will be given great positions of honor and responsibility when he returns to reign over all of the universe.

15. His authority to be king did not come from man, but from God in the "far country”—God's Heaven.

16. This life is a time of testing in which we decide how we will relate to God. God is giving us opportunities to choose either to respect, love, and serve him as our king, or to reject him. If we decide to be "trustworthy" and loyal to Jesus Christ the King, then when he returns to earth, he will give us a life of honor and great authority in his future everlasting kingdom. That will be in the eternal life after death that he will give to us. 

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 53

BEGINNING THOUGHTS - Do you welcome God's governing power as a protection and help, or do you resist it?  

A few years ago some people put signs on their car bumpers saying, "Question authority." They meant, challenge any one's right to have a position of authority and to make rules that you should obey. They really were rejecting the authority of national government, university administration, religious leaders, and even parents. They wanted themselves to have the highest authority over their own lives, and even to determine how all of society should be governed. This rebellious attitude—wanting to make and obey only our own rules—continues in many people today.

This attitude developed in young adults partly in reaction against government leaders. The young people thought that these politicians did not care about them. Many teen-agers and young adults rebelled also against parents who did not use their authority over their children in a fair, beneficial, loving way. Some governmental leaders sincerely tried to govern fairly and unselfishly for the good of the people. But the world has not yet seen an example of a leader who has gained absolute power to do whatever he wants, and nevertheless does not use that power for his personal benefit. In fact, no leader’s justice, unselfishness, wisdom, character, and decisions are perfect. That is because we have seen only human kings. We have not yet seen Jesus' perfect kingdom. Therefore, many people think that they cannot fully trust, or happily submit to, any ruler. And children often disobey or rebel against even good parents who love them and make rules just for the good of the children.

All of that affects how we think about God and his authority over us. We can either : 

a) gratefully, joyfully receive him as our Father in Heaven and our King, and live under the security and care of his love and government; or we can:

b) question his authority, reject his right to govern us, and rebel against him, or maybe just ignore him. 

In today's Bible study we see both kinds of responses to God. We also see the reasons or motivations for those responses, and the different results or consequences of each of those responses. As you read about those people, think about yourself. Are you like any of them? Which of their two responses will you make?
GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 18:31-33, 19:28-48, and 20:1-19
DEFINITIONS

19:29, 37 - Disciples (NIV) followers (NCV) were people who believed Jesus and were loyal to him. Some traveled with him. 

:30 - No one has ever ridden. That means that the young donkey had not yet been trained. Normally such an animal would not allow anyone to sit on it, but the animal immediately submitted to Jesus. 

:37 - Miracles were healings, expelling demons, creating bread for thousands to eat, and other supernatural that only God can do, but that Jesus did. 

:38 - Blessed means being in a happy, good, honored, high position as a result of being approved by God.
:38 - Comes in the name of the Lord as God's representative, sent by God with his authority and power. 

:38 - Glory in the highest (NIV) glory to God (NCV) means that the greatness and goodness of God is shown in Jesus Christ the King, and that brings praise and honor to God.

:38 - Rebuke (NIV) tell . . .not to say (NCV) means to correct, or scold, and stop them.
:43 - The days will come (NIV) the time is coming (NCV). That happened forty years later, 70 AD, when the Roman army destroyed Jerusalem. 

:45 - Temple area was the sacred outer courtyard part of the temple that God had designated to be used by all of the common people to worship God. But merchants had taken it over to use as a market place. They sold animals that people used for religious sacrifices in the temple, and they made unfair profit exchanging currencies for travelers coming to worship. They filled the temple with animals, filth, bad odors, noise, crowding and cheating. That prevented, or spoiled, the worship experience for many people.

:46 It is written by God's prophet in the Old Testament approximately 700 years before: Isaiah 56:7.

20:4 - John's baptism. God had sent his prophet John, just before Jesus' ministry, to tell people to turn away from their sins (bad thoughts and bad actions), and to return to God. Those who did so expressed it by letting John baptize them. Baptism washed the body with water to show that the person had been made clean spiritually inside because God forgave his sins and gave him power to change. Most of the religious leaders did not humble themselves and repent, so they did not accept John's God-given authority to baptize. 

20:4, 5 - From Heaven (NIV) means from God.

20:6 - Stone us means throw stones at us (to show anger and rejection of the leaders' authority).

 20:6 - Prophet was a special representative chosen by God to speak and/or write a message from God exactly as God gave it to him or her. The prophet’s message was God’s word, carrying God’s authority.

20:9 - Parable is a story about something in everyday life that people are familiar with. But the story 

also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual life, or the interaction between

God and people.

20:13 - Son whom I love. In the family relationships of that culture, this meant that the Father had only one son, and he had a special, unique, highest relationship with his father. That is what God the Father called Jesus the Son in Luke 3:22 and Matthew 17:15. 

20:17 - The stone the builder's rejected was Jesus Christ, rejected by the leaders of the Jewish community.

20:17 - Capstone (NIV) cornerstone (NCV) was the most important stone, the one at the top center of an arch. It held all the other stones securely in place.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY-- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.
1. Jesus was traveling from a distant place. He had not yet arrived in the village. Describe what Jesus knew about a place, time, people and their actions in that village that he could not physically see. See 19:30-33.

2. What had Jesus' disciples seen, and what was their response? 19:35-38

3. What did the Pharisees think about Jesus being called "King?" :39

4. What was the response to Jesus by the priests, teachers, and other leaders? :47

5. What did those leaders hate and resist about Jesus? Why? 19:38,45,46, & 20: 2; the last phrase of 19:44. 

6. The leaders (and most of the Jews) refused to recognize and accept Jesus when he worked miracles, and when he came to Jerusalem and was praised by his disciples. But who actually is Jesus? Who did Jesus say was coming to them then? See the last phrase of 19:44.

7. Were the leaders looking for the truth to guide their answer? How did they decide what answer they would say? 20:1-7, especially :5-7

8. Notice what an uneducated animal—donkey's colt (:30, 35), and unintelligent stones (:40) could do. Compare that with what the Pharisees (:39) and leaders (:47) did not do. What makes possible this difference in the responses to Jesus? 

9. Jesus told this parable about whom? 20:19

10. How were each of the people and actions in the parable (listed below), like the people and events in Jerusalem? 20:9-16 

NOTE: Vineyard was God's nation, Israel, called God's vineyard in Old Testament prophecy (Isaiah 5:1-7).

a) “owner” of the vineyard is ___________________________________________________________.

b) “farmers,” or “tenants,” were (20:19) __________________________________________________.

c) servants were the prophets whom God had sent to Israel in Old Testament times, whom the Jews had rejected, and John the Baptist whom the Jewish leaders rejected. (20:1-7d) "my son" is (18:31) 
d) “killed the son” was when (18:32) _____________________________________________________.

e) “kill those tenants” was when (19:43-44) _______________________________________________.

11. What other results would come from people’s rejection of Jesus? 19:42-44, and 20:16-18  

12. How did Jesus feel about the suffering coming to them, even though they deserved it? 19 :41, 42 

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide whether or not you will trust the Lord Jesus, and receive him. 
13. What is most important about Jesus is not his teaching (though that also is important). What is most important about Jesus is who, or what, he is, and what he can do.  Our response to him and to his authority over us as king and God will determine our final state of life—our eternal place. Will you joyfully receive and worship him as your compassionate King and God through whom you can have "peace in Heaven" (19:38) (peace, reconciliation, with God)? Or will you reject him and his authority, and finally be destroyed? 

Luke Unit 53 Answers

1. He knew what would happen in the future. About an hour later in a specific village, an untrained colt would be tied. He knew what the owners would say, and that they would allow the colt to be taken. 

2. They had seen Jesus do miracles by God's power. They were full of joy, and praised God for his power and merciful help. They recognized that Jesus is the King sent by God and that he would bring peace to the world, and honor and glory to God. 

3. They were angry and told Jesus to not accept praise which only the Messiah King should get. They wanted him to stop the people from praising him. 

4. They wanted to kill him. 

5. They hated his "authority" as King and God who came to govern them, correct their wrong doings, and take away their exclusive authority over the people. They hated him because they wanted highest authority themselves, rather than submit to God's authority. And they did not want to praise and honor God, but wanted people to give them the honor as leaders of the people. 

6. Jesus was God coming to them. Jesus is God. 

7. No. They gave whatever answer would maintain their influence over the people. They gave an answer designed to keep the people loyal to them instead of stoning them. They did not use truth as the criterion (guide) for their response, but instead followed whatever would work for their personal advantage.  

8. The colt and stones could recognize who Jesus is, and to submit to him and honor him. But the leaders who had read the Old Testament prophecies, and should have recognized God's character and power in Jesus, refused to submit to God and give him honor. That is because animals and stones behave according to the laws God made for them. But God gave humans free will to choose him and love him, or else to choose to put themselves above God, and hate him. People's pride and selfishness, not truth, usually governs them.

9. About the Jewish leaders and other people of that time and place. 

10. a) God.

b) The Jewish leaders who were responsible to take care of the nation for God. 

c) servants were the prophets whom God had sent to Israel in Old Testament times, whom the Jews had rejected, and John the Baptist whom the Jewish leaders rejected. (20:1-7d) "my son" is (18:31) 

d) God the Father's only Son, Jesus the Son of God. 

e) The Jews (and Romans) who crucified Jesus. 

f) The killing of the Jewish leaders and other Jews by the Roman army. 

11. Jews of Jerusalem would be killed by enemies. They would lose their peace in this present world, and lose peace with God. And every individual person who rejects God’s “stone,” the Son of God, will be destroyed (“crushed”), and lose their place in God’s “vineyard,” eternal life in Heaven.

12. He was very sad and compassionate. He did not want them to desire wrong and choose wrong that would bring suffering upon them. 

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 54

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Do you try to find the truth about God and Jesus, and are you willing to live according to that truth, whatever it is?

Scientists do research to discover and define the true nature and laws of the universe, of physical life and of social and psychological phenomena. Then they report facts—what they observed. And they make theories to try to explain what they observed. This scientific method is designed to eliminate personal bias, and to obtain objective, accurate, information. So people trust the authority and statements of scientists. 

But personal motives affect the work and conclusions even of supposedly objective scholars. A study published in the American scientist magazine "showed that 43% of students and 50% of faculty members reported knowledge of more than one kind of misconduct, from faking results (in research reports) to withholding findings from competitors. From 6% to 9% of students and faculty members in various disciplines said they had knowledge of faculty members who had plagiarized (stolen) or falsified data."

In today's Bible study, notice how personal motives affected the intellectual leaders of Jesus' society when they evaluated Jesus and asked questions about him. Then ask yourself, "How sincere is my own search for the truth about God and Jesus?"

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 20:19-47 and 21:1-4

DEFINITIONS
20:20 - Power and authority of the governor. The Jews were ruled by the Romans, so the Jews did not have authority to execute (punish by death) anyone. Only the governor, appointed by Caesar in Rome, had the legal authority to judge and execute any criminal or anyone opposing the Roman government. 

:22 - Pay taxes to Caesar. The Jews hated the Romans who had conquered them. Paying taxes was forced submission to Rome. Taxes amounted to about 1/3 of their income.

:24 - Denarius (NIV), coin (NCV) was a coin issued by the Roman emperor of that time. It had his name written abbreviated on it: TI(berius) Caesar divi Aug(usti) Aug(ustus). And it had an image of his head on it.

:27 - Sadducees - were aristocratic priests, religious leaders in the highest social and political level of their society. They did not believe that there is any future life after death, no reward or punishment by God after death. And they believed that the authority of Moses' writings (the first five books of the Old Testament) was greater than the later books of the Old Testament. So Jesus quoted from Moses' writing to prove his point to them.

:27 - Resurrection - means rising up alive from the grave. God will make people alive again after they die. He will give them a new body to live forever—either with God in his eternal home (called “Heaven”), or in Hell, separated from God and from happiness that only God can give. 

:28 - Moses wrote. God had given his laws to Israel through his prophet Moses, recorded in the Old Testament, many centuries before.

:28 - Marry the widow to carry on the dead husband's name and property ownership. This compassionately provided a family and economic security for the widow and her children.

:34, 35 - This age ... that age (NIV), on earth ... live again (NCV). The conditions and nature of human life and relationships during our first life on earth are different from what they will be in the new, everlasting life in Heaven.

:37 - Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were the forefathers (first ancestors) of the Jews. They lived centuries before Moses. But they believed God, and so God took them to his place of existence (called "Highest Heaven") to live forever with him after their life on earth had ended.

:37 - Account of the bush (NIV), wrote about the burning bush (NCV). In the Old Testament, Moses reported that God appeared to him in a burning bush and said "I am the God of Abraham... ." (Exodus 3:1-6)

:41 - The Christ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew term, "the Messiah." The Messiah was a powerful person whom God promised (in Old Testament prophecies) to commission and send to rescue his people.

:41 - They say - The Jewish religious leaders knew that prophecies in the Old Testament said that the Christ would be a “son” (descendant, generations later) of David.

:41 - Son of David means a descendent of David. It was a special name used for the Christ. He could be born any number of generations later in the family line of David.

:42 - Book of Psalms. A book in the Old Testament. This was one of the Psalms (songs) written by David, a king of Israel about 950 B.C.

:42 - The Lord is a translation of one of the original names in Hebrew language for God: "Yahweh."

:42 - My Lord is a translation of "Adonay" in Hebrew language which was a term of dignity and respect often used as a substitute for the name of God.

:47 - Synagogue was the building where Jews, and converts to the Jewish religion, meet for their religious 

instruction and worship.

:47 - Devour widow's houses. The scribes often were consulted, or asked to judge or arbitrate legal

matters. Many used their position and influence to gain financially for themselves at the expense of 

helpless widows. (The scribes were like wolves—a predator animal—that eat weak, helpless sheep. The scribes were dangerous. They did not spiritually feed the people, but took advantage of the weakness and vulnerability of widows to enrich themselves.)

21:1 - Temple treasury (NIV), Temple money box (NCV) was the place where people gave money at 

the temple to support the priests, temple maintenance, and poor people. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible and analyze their meaning. 

1. Why were the teachers and priests listening to Jesus and watching him closely? See 20:19,20

2. What were the leaders trying to do by their question about paying taxes? What do you think would happen if Jesus said that the Jews should pay taxes to Caesar, and what would happen if Jesus said that they should not pay taxes. 

3. The teachers and priests were the highest educated leaders of their society. They were the religious experts. The general population expected that these leaders would know and teach the truth, and would tell them what was right to do. What motives guided these educational, religious and political leaders when they did their research and formed their conclusions and theories? That is, why did they ask Jesus those questions? Answer by marking the following statements "True" or "False," and by filling in the blank. 

a. ___True ___False   Truth was their guide. They sincerely spoke what they really were thinking, and showed what they really were doing. 

b. ___True ___False   They wanted to learn the truth because they wanted to act according to truth—to follow it whatever the truth was. So they asked Jesus because they said that he did "not show partiality," but did "teach the ... truth."

c. Criteria are principles, set standards, or questions that guide evaluations of ideas, actions and people. The criteria or motives that guided them were _________________________________________.

4. Who made the denarius coin? The portrait and inscription called for loyalty to whose government, authority and laws? :24,25a

5. Jesus replied, “Give to God what is God's." What is it that belongs to God? What did God make? And what does that fact imply, or require, for our use of it? :25  Read also Genesis 1:1, 26a, below:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. . . . Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness."

6. What happens to human wisdom, pride, sin and dishonest speech when Jesus speaks? :26

7. Abraham, his son Isaac and grandson Jacob, had died many centuries before Moses lived and heard God speak. But God did not say to Moses, "I was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when they existed."  He said, "I now am their God" (300 to 500 years after their bodies died). How does that, and Jesus’ statement in verse 38, show that the Sadducees were wrong to believe that "There is no resurrection?"

8. In verses 41 - 44 Jesus explains who he is. He proves it by a prophecy about him written in an Old Testament psalm. In their culture, a father had greater status and authority than his son, or later descendent. So Jesus was reasoning this way: 

a) Yes, prophecies say that the Christ will be a descendent of David. 

b) Therefore you think that the Christ is simply, only, a descendent of David. 

c) But if that is all that the Christ is—only a son of David, then David would not call his son, "My Lord:" a term that meant “my Master,” or even “my God."

Explain what Jesus was teaching about his nature. Who is he—David's biological descendent (a man), or is he the Lord God, or what? After answering that question, read Romans 1:3,4 (quoted on the answer sheet).

9. Notice the difference between what the poor widow in 21:2-4 did, and what the teachers of the law in 20:47 did. What did the actions of each of them show about their attitude toward God, toward themselves, and toward other people? 

10. How does God evaluate what we do for him, or give to him? What criterion, or standard, does he use? 21:1-4

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide whether or not you will call Jesus your "Lord."

11. Are you honest and sincere in the questions that you ask about God, Jesus and the Bible? Are you trying to find the truth so that you can obey it, whatever it requires? Are you willing to believe what Jesus taught about who he is? Are you willing to put God and his authority first—ahead of your own personal interests and benefits? 
Luke Unit 54 Answers.

1. They were looking for a reason to arrest him (and kill him). They were NOT listening to him to learn from him, or to try to find truth to follow.

2. Paying taxes was unpopular. The leaders thought they could make Jesus lose his popularity with the people if they could get him to say they should pay taxes. But if Jesus told them to not pay taxes, then the leaders could get Jesus executed by the Romans for rebellion. They thought that they had Jesus caught either way.

3. a. False. They only "pretended to be honest." They pretended to look for answers, but were not sincerely asking. 

b. False. They did not speak and act according to truth when they questioned Jesus, so they were not really seeking truth. They did not want to learn, and change their beliefs and behavior. 

c. They were guided not by what they thought would promote true knowledge and true action/behavior. Instead, they said and did whatever would accomplish the result they wanted. They wanted to maintain their position of leadership and way of life. So they wanted to eliminate Jesus who challenged their bad leadership. And they wanted to silence the truth that he spoke—the truth that would require them to humble themselves and repent before God. 

4. The coin came from Caesar, so he had the right to govern the use of it. 

5. At the beginning of time God made the whole universe. So everything belongs to him. God made humans in a special way. He put rational and moral qualities, like his, in us. So we owe ourselves to God. We should give our "heart," will, love, life to God.  

6. It becomes silent. Everything false, sinful and proud must bow before Jesus. Everyone someday will admit to his truth, and submit to his authority. 

7. God said, “I am” (now), not “I was,” the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That means that those men still were entities, persons that existed at the time when God spoke, not only 300 years before when they were alive on earth. That shows that those men were alive when God spoke to Moses, centuries after they had died and left the earth.  Therefore God must have given them life again with him in heaven after they died on earth. Their physical death could not end their existence if God still was their God after their bodies had died, and if God is the God of the living, not of the dead. 

8. Jesus was explaining that he is more than just a human being (born in the family line of David). He is that, too, but more. He is also God, the Lord over his great ancestor, King David. Jesus is both man and God. He was and is eternally (forever) God, and he took on himself a human nature (in addition to his divine nature as God) when he was born on earth 2000 years ago. That is how Romans 1:3-4 describes Jesus, saying that the Old Testament of the Bible speaks about God’s “Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God, by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”

9. The teachers were not really interested in honoring and worshipping God. Instead, they wanted to get honor and wealth for themselves. They put themselves first, ahead of God and other people. The widow gave all she had to God. That showed that she loved God and trusted him to take care of her needs. 

10. The value of the widow's gift was not measured by its financial amount compared to the size of wealthy people's gifts. It was measured by how much she gave of what she had. So our religious and moral actions are measured by our degree of dedication of heart to God—our giving to God all that we are and have. 

11. These are questions for you to answer for yourself. Or they can be changes that you decide to make in your beliefs and life.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 55

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Are you living for comfort and security now, or for a better and more honorable future with God forever?

In today's Bible study we read what Jesus said to prepare Christians for suffering. At that time he himself purposefully chose to go to Jerusalem, even though he knew that he would suffer and die there. He went there to complete his work and purpose for coming into the world. He had come to rescue us from everlasting death and separation from God. He did that by giving his life in place of ours, to pay the penalty for our sins against God. By sacrificing himself, and rising alive from his grave, he made it possible for himself, God, to forgive our sins and guilt. That opened the door for us to have everlasting life with God now and forever in his kingdom.

He warned his disciples that they, also, would go through suffering. They would suffer from people who hate them because the disciples obey God, and those people hate God. Everyone else in the world suffers in some ways, also. But Christians suffer for a good purpose, and have God's help and strength. Christians have God's assurance that the suffering is only temporary and will produce a much greater good and glory that will last forever.

In the first two centuries after the Lord Jesus Christ left earth to return to his Father in Heaven, Christians were a small, vulnerable minority, but growing and victorious. Historian, Will Durant, wrote: 
 

There is no greater drama in human record than the sight of a few Christians, scorned and oppressed by a succession of emperors, bearing all trials with a fierce tenacity, multiplying quietly, building order while their enemies generated chaos, fighting the sword with the word, brutality with hope, and at last defeating the strongest state that history has known. Caesar and Christ had met in the arena, and Christ had won.
Now hundreds of millions of Christians live in countries all around the world. But persecution of Christians in most places is worse than ever before. Over 200 million face unfair criticism, threats, imprisonment, beatings, and death if they are loyal to the Lord Jesus Christ. But they gladly choose that suffering, when necessary, because of their love for God, and because the Bible promises: (1 Peter 4:12-14)

My friends, do not be surprised at the terrible trouble which now comes to test you. Do not think that something strange is happening to you. But be happy that you are sharing in Christ's sufferings so that you will be happy and full of joy when Christ comes again in glory. When people insult you because you follow Christ, you are blessed, because the glorious Spirit, the Spirit of God, is with you.

Are you prepared for what the future will bring to the whole world? Are you prepared for your own eternal future when we all meet God after death? Let's read what Jesus tells us so that we can prepare for our future.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 21:1-38

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

21:8 - In my name means that they will say that they are sent by God to save the world. 

:8 - I am he (NIV) I am the One (NCV) means the greatest prophet or religious leader whom the world has been waiting for. 

:8,9 - The time is near .... the end means the climax of world history at the end of the present organization of all nations, societies, cultures, environments and all life on earth. This is the time when God will personally, directly, physically, visibly, publicly intervene in the world. God, Jesus, will return to earth in his body with power and glory to destroy all evil and to set up God's everlasting Kingdom. 

:24 - Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled means that the capital city of Israel, that represents Israel as a nation, will be under the hostile control of Gentiles (non-Jewish nations) until the time is completed in which God allows Gentiles to rule over and oppress the Jews. Then finally Jerusalem (and Israel) will be free from their rule, and independent. This destruction of Jerusalem happened exactly as Jesus foretold. Romans captured Jerusalem in August, 70 A.D. and scattered the Jews so that they had no homeland in Palestine. In 135 A.D. The Romans again captured, destroyed and rebuilt Jerusalem. They made it a Roman city, and would not allow any Jew to enter the city. For nearly 1,900 years it was "trampled on" by Gentile empires: Roman, Byzantine, Arab, Crusader, Turkish, British and Jordanian. It did not seem likely that Jews would ever have their own sovereign nation again. Practically no one (except those who believed God's promises) expected that the Jews would control Jerusalem again. But to the world's surprise, the nation of Israel was established in 1948, and Jews took control of Jerusalem from Jordan in 1967, though it has continued under attack by non-Jewish people around and within Israel. Jesus, being God, exactly knew this history 1,900 years, and more, into the future!

:27 - Son of Man is the name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old 

Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's 

special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, and to rescue God's people.

:27 - Coming in a cloud. Jesus will return to earth from God's eternal Heaven, from dimensions of reality beyond our material, created universe. Though the full view of his infinite brightness, glory, power, beauty, will be partly veiled (like covered by a cloud), it will powerfully and wonderfully shine through. 

:28 - Your redemption probably means the "resurrection of the body." That is the time when God will give new, everlasting bodies to the souls of all who trusted and received Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. The temple was a place for the Jews to meet God, hear his message taught, and worship him. What was it about the temple that the disciples were impressed with, or admiring? See 21:5

2. What was greater, more important and permanent, than what the disciples looked for? 21:1-4, 33, 37, 38

3. The disciples wrongly expected God's final, worldwide kingdom to be set up by Jesus at that time. So when Jesus answered their two questions (:7), he spoke about the whole future of the world up to the time of God's final kingdom. He described in detail two major events, and what would happen before those events. What are those two major events?

a) :6, 20-24





b) :9, 27, 31, 35

4. Jesus gave a warning and instructions to those who lived before the destruction of Jerusalem, and who would believe him. What did he warn them to do? :20-24

5. What did Jesus know and tell would happen before "the end" of the world? (Some of the same would happen also to the disciples who lived in that time before the destruction of Jerusalem.)

a) :8






b) :9, 10

c) :12-19





d) :11, 25, 26

e) : 27, 31

6. Jesus gave those warnings, and encouraging promises, to all who believe him in all centuries until "the end" of the world. Because of all that will happen, what should Christians, believers in Jesus, do?

a) :8






b) :9, 14, 26, 28 

c) :13






d) :19

e) :34, 36





f) :33, 38

7) What will be the final good result for those who listen to Jesus, believe, and are loyal to him? :19, 28, 36

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust Jesus and follow him? 

8. Are you prepared for what Jesus tells will happen to the world and you? Will you put your life into Jesus' hands, into his care, to save you and give you a secure, everlasting life with him?

Luke Unit 55 Answers
1. They were thinking about the material value and outward beauty of the temple—Its grand architecture with huge cut stones and decoration, and the monetary gifts. 

2. To whole-heartedly give all that a person has to God is worth more than the monetary value of large, rich gifts. The temple would soon be destroyed. (See 19:43, 44, the 70 A.D. invasion by the Roman army.) The truths and effect of Jesus' words spoken at the temple were more lasting and important than the temple building, the material structure. Therefore the people's desire in their hearts to listen to Jesus and learn from him was more significant than the outward, visible aspects of the temple. Only Jesus and his teaching can enable us to know God, and to find everlasting security and life with him. 

3. a) The destruction of the temple and city and people of Jerusalem (the 70 A.D. invasion by the Roman army).

b) The end of the present period of world history and life. The time when Jesus will return to earth to set up God's Kingdom.

4. He warned them to quickly escape out of the city of Jerusalem when they saw armies approaching around Jerusalem. The Christians in Jerusalem in 69 A.D. actually did this, and saved their lives because they knew and believed Jesus' warning. 

5. a) Many false, inauthentic, religious-political leaders will deceive people and gather followers. 

b) Many wars and revolutions will be fought. 

c) Jesus' disciples, all who believe and obey him, will be hated, rejected and persecuted by the world's people, even by members of their own families. But Christians will show their faith and speak about Jesus. 

d) Great environmental changes and disasters will happen in the earth and sky, and terrible diseases will spread widely. People will panic in terror. 

e) Jesus will return to earth in power and glory to set up God's final, eternal kingdom over all of the world. 

6. a) Do not be deceived by false religious teachers whom God did not send. Do not join their groups. 

b) Do not let fear and worry capture and control you, like it will do to other people of the world. Instead take courage from knowing that Jesus Christ is coming to rescue us and will bring us into God's eternal kingdom! 

c) Actively, publicly, witness for Jesus. That means, speak and demonstrate your faith. Tell who Jesus is, what he has done and what he will do. 

d) Do not give up your faith in Jesus, or surrender under the pressure of persecution and suffering. Continue to strongly live for Jesus. 

e) Be alert to temptations that weaken your faith and Christian life. Those temptations are material prosperity, pleasures, uncontrolled easy lifestyle, and anxious focus of concern and priorities on the material, physical, social circumstances of your brief life in this world. Do not let those things take all your attention, and control you, so that you are not prepared to face Jesus in his presence when he returns to earth. 

f) Instead, listen to Jesus and learn from him. Read all of God's message in the Bible, learn to understand it and believe and live as God shows us to do. 

7. They will have redemption: that is, everlasting life in a new eternal body. They will be prepared to stand in Jesus', the Son of Man's, glorious presence, and will be accepted by him into God's everlasting kingdom!

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 56

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Are you willing to accept Someone else's sacrifice for you ?

Notice how a baby can do nothing to save its life except to cry out to the mother for help, and receive the mother's life-giving milk. The baby is totally dependent on the mother's care. It doesn't understand or appreciate how much effort and pain the mother goes through for it. The mother suffered when she gave birth to the baby, and then often feels tired from getting up from sleep at night to feed and clean the baby.

 The baby is not able to earn or pay for the life and care the mother gives it. Instead it screams and demands and gets angry when it does not immediately get what it wants. But nevertheless, the mother sacrifices her own comforts and feelings because she loves the baby and wants it to live. 

In today's Bible study, see how Jesus did that for us in an even greater way, and how we should respond. 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 22:1-62

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

22:3 - Satan is powerful evil spirit being who was a servant to God until he led a rebellion against God. Since then, he attempts to destroy any good that God plans or makes, and promotes disobedience of God.

:3 - The twelve also called apostles, were special disciples of Jesus whom he appointed and sent to be leaders to start the first Christian groups, or churches. Jesus selected twelve for special training at the beginning of his ministry. They traveled with him all the time during his three and one-half years of public ministry. They heard his teachings and watched his supernatural works.
:1, 7 - Feast/day of Unleavened Bread was a religious holiday of the Jews, also called the Passover. This holiday celebrated the first Passover about 1400 B.C. when Israel escaped death in Egypt. (See "Passover Lamb" below.) Eating unleavened (without yeast) bread was part of the Passover supper ceremony. Jews made bread without yeast because they prepared and baked bread quickly in a hurry to escape from Egypt. 

:1, 7 - Passover lamb was the animal killed as a sacrifice to save people from death that is the punishment for sin. The first Passover lamb was sacrificed when God brought Israel, the Jews, out of Egypt where they were slaves. All the first-born children of the Egyptians died. But death "passed over," spared, the Jewish families who put the blood of the lamb over the doors to their houses to show that they trusted in God's sacrifice and mercy. Every year after that, the Jews ate a Passover dinner to remember God's rescue, and to continue to receive his mercy and forgiveness of sin through his sacrifice. 

:1, 7 - Sacrificed means that an innocent animal (in Old Testament time before Jesus) was killed as a punishment for people’s offenses against God, for violating his laws of justice and goodness. The innocent one accepts death in place of the guilty persons so that they can be forgiven, go free, and live. But that forgiveness was made possible by the later sacrifice of the innocent Son of God, Jesus Christ.

:10 - A man carrying. . . The disciples could be sure to identify the correct person to follow and ask because ordinarily only women carried (large) jars (on their head); men used leather skins for water.1 

:16 - Finds fulfillment (NIV) given its true meaning (NCV) (The meaning of this saying will be given in the answer to question 8.)

:19 - Do this in remembrance of me (NIV) to remember me (NCV). Christians ever since that time have continued to remember the Lord's sacrifice for us by a worship ceremony in church using the bread and cup. It is called "communion," "the Lord's supper" or "mass."

:20 - New covenant (NIV) new agreement (NCV). A covenant in the Bible was a legally binding promise or obligation. When God made a covenant in the Bible, it established a mutual relationship between God and people. God promised to provide care for his people—the people who obeyed God’s command to make him their God. This is an undeserved benefit given by God, and received and agreed to by people. In Old Testament times, God's covenant was established through the sacrifice of the life of an innocent animal. That covered over the guilt of people so that they could come into the presence of a pure, holy God, who judges all people. See Exodus 24:3-8. In New Testament times, the sacrifice of the life of Jesus, the Son of God, paid for, canceled, took away, the sin-guilt of past, present and future offenses of people. But people must repent, receive forgiveness through God's sacrifice of Jesus, and decide to make him their God. Then they can receive the benefits of God's covenant, and live in a mutual relationship with him. 

:22 - It has been decreed (NIV) what God has planned (NCV) means that God had decided to have the Son of God, Jesus, give his life as a sacrifice. Judas' betrayal came from Judas' own desire and decision, but it became part of the process that God had planned. It was God's decision to allow people to mistreat him in his suffering and sacrifice of himself. God did this to forgive us, instead of destroying us as we deserve.

22 - Woe (NIV) means how terrible it will be (NCV), or he is in big trouble, or doomed.

:25 - Gentiles are all the (non-Jewish) nations of the world. 

:28 - Trials are difficult testings and sufferings. 

:31 - Simon was the name given to him when born. It described him in his ordinary human nature before Jesus called him to be his disciple and to be changed by God. Then Jesus changed the name to Peter, meaning “stone,” or “rock,” which expressed Peter’s new nature and role. 

:31 - Sift you (all) as wheat (NIV) test all of you as a farmer sifts his wheat (NCV). Sifting separated the worthless, discarded chaff, or shell, of the wheat from the good grain. Jesus used this metaphor to describe what Satan wanted to do to the disciples. Maybe Jesus meant that Satan wanted to bring out, or show, the cowardice and unbelief that was in the disciples, mixed in with their faith. Or maybe Jesus meant that Satan wanted to test their faith, using fear, to make them fail.

:32 - Faith may not fail (NIV) lose your faith (NCV) probably means "may not disappear completely." 2 

The disciples’ faith failed some tests, but was never completely extinguished.

:36 - Sword . . . buy one. What Jesus meant is not explained. We cannot be certain about what he meant. But he stopped Peter's use of the sword, saying, "No more of this!" (:51). That, along with other teachings of the Bible, and the common practice of the first Christians, shows that he did not mean that they should defend themselves by fighting when they would be persecuted for their faith in Jesus. It may have been a way of saying that they should be prepared for danger because he would no longer be with them to protect them. The disciples would no longer have the favor of the Jewish people in general, but would be rejected and attacked, as Jesus was.

:37 - Transgressor (NIV), Criminal (NCV), means a person who violates laws of God and/or laws of a human government.

:39 - Mount of Olives was a hill with olive trees near Jerusalem. 

:42 - This cup means Jesus’ suffering and death that would be given to him, and he would willingly take. 

:42 - Galilean (NIV), from Galilee (NCV). Galilee was a province north of Judea. The Jews of Galilee had a different speaking accent from the Jews in Jerusalem. So Peter's accent showed that he was not a local resident from Jerusalem where this scene was happening.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. Satan entered and tempted Judas. But it was Judas' own decision to follow Satan's suggestion rather than doing what Judas knew was right. Judas lived with Jesus for three years just as the other eleven disciples did. He saw the same supernatural healings and other powerful miracles that Jesus did. Yet he turned against Jesus. What does that show about what determines a person's decision for or against Jesus? Does having enough knowledge of facts and evidence always make a person believe in God and Jesus? See :4-6, 47, 48.

2. Jesus never had left the presence of his twelve disciples to arrange with the house's owner or servant to carry a jar of water at a particular time and place. So how, do you think, did he know that Peter and John would meet that man at just the right time and place? :10

3. Did Jesus know what Judas would do to him? :21, 22

4. Did Jesus try to stop Judas, or save himself from getting captured and killed? :22, 49-51. Read what Jesus said to Judas at that time, in John 13:27b - "What you are about to do, do quickly, Jesus told him (Judas)."

5. Why did Jesus let himself be captured, suffer and die? :19, 20, 27c, 30, 41, 42

6. How difficult was Jesus' decision? How much did he suffer? :42-44 

7. How many wills do God the Father and God the Son have? (A "will" is the independent personal ability to think and make choices as an individual person.) And what does that show about the nature, character and relationships of the Father and Son? :41, 42, 44

8. The timing of Jesus' death at the time of the Passover ceremony was significant. That ceremony reminded the Jews of the time 1400 years before when God rescued them from slavery and death in Egypt by the sacrifice of the life of a lamb. Death "passed over" the homes of all who trusted God and trusted the sacrifice that God provided to forgive sins. Jesus said that the Passover symbolized, or previewed, something that would "find fulfillment" (:16), or be given its true meaning. Describe in detail what the Passover illustrated, or pictured. :19, 20, and read John 1:29 below: 

"The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said: Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"

Read Isaiah 53:5-12 written about Jesus 850 years before Jesus’ life on earth. (Contemporary English Version)

He was wounded and crushed because of our sins; by taking our punishment, he made us completely well. We had each gone our own way, but the Lord gave him the punishment we deserved. He was painfully abused, but he did not complain. He was silent like a lamb being led to the butcher, as quiet as a sheep having its wool cut off. He was condemned to death without a fair trial. Who could have imagined what would happen to him? His life was taken away because of the sinful things my people had done. He wasn't dishonest or violent, but he was buried in a tomb of cruel and rich people. The Lord decided his servant would suffer as a sacrifice to take away the sin and guilt of others. Now the servant will live to see his own descendants. He did everything the Lord had planned. By suffering, the servant will learn the true meaning of obeying the Lord. Although he is innocent, he will take the punishment for the sins of others, so that many of them will no longer be guilty. The Lord will reward him with honor and power for sacrificing his life. Others thought he was a sinner, but he suffered for our sins and asked God to forgive us.

9. Did Jesus get comfort and help from his disciples, or did he carry his suffering alone and accomplish his purpose by himself without human assistance? :21, 24, 31-34, 40, 45, 46, 54, and 22:54-61.

10. Did Jesus' capture and execution death show his weakness, or strength; cowardice, or courage; defeat, or victory; shame, or honor? :24-30, Read also Philippians 2:3-11.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust and depend on Jesus' sacrifice for you? 

11. Will you accept the fact that Jesus paid the penalty for your violation of God's laws, and your mistreatment of God? Will you accept the fact that you cannot save yourself by any good things you do? That is, you cannot do anything to make up for your sins, or deserve to live with God. Will you ask God to forgive your sins because God the Son, Jesus, died instead of you to pay the penalty for your sins?

Luke Unit 56 Answers

1. Even though Judas experienced God's love for him in Jesus he still hardened his heart and rejected God's love. He desired other things more than God. Maybe he wanted to feel important and approved by the society's leaders. Money was a motivation—and other selfish reasons. 

So to love Jesus, or to reject him, is an individual decision. Knowledge and evidence is not the determining factor in the choice. People follow their desires more than what is true or right. 

2. Jesus could not have known by any knowledge that human beings have. Only God can know such details of future events. Because Jesus is God, he has God's supernatural knowledge. Being God the Son, Jesus may have also sent God the Holy Spirit to guide the man's thinking to lead him to be there then. 

3. Yes.

4. No, Jesus let Judas arrange for Jesus' death. 

5. Jesus wanted to serve the needs of his followers. He willingly gave his body and blood as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of those disciples, and of all who will believe and follow him. Jesus wants us to be members of his future kingdom, and be with him—in his presence and fellowship forever. He wanted to do God's will and plan in order to save us. See Mark 10: 43-45.

6. We cannot imagine how psychologically and physically painful it was. The agony was so great that it caused his body to bleed in his sweat. 

7. God the Father and God the Son each have their own separate wills. Though God is one being, God the Father, God the Son (and God the Holy Spirit) are three individual persons within God. Each has the personal characteristic of having their own wills. Each of the three persons of God is free to make his own choices, decisions. And yet they act in perfect harmony with each other. They love one another and willingly submit to, and serve, one another. 

Jesus is the eternal God who "clothed himself" with a human body and life 2000 years ago. "Not my will but yours, be done" shows two wills, the Father's and the Son's. Jesus naturally would not want to suffer the punishment for the sins of the whole world of people. But even more strongly he wanted to do his Father's will—to sacrifice himself to rescue people. So the two wills became one in the sense that Jesus chose to be in unity with his Father. 

8. Jesus was like the Old Testament sacrificed lamb. His death was the fulfillment, or real event, of which the Passover lamb sacrifice was a symbol, or picture. Jesus willingly submitted himself to death. He gave his body and blood for us. Jesus' death was a substitute for the death penalty for sinners. He took the punishment for us that we deserve—the death penalty for our sin, our evil violations of God's laws. He conquered sin, its penalty and death by obeying God the Father, and unselfishly sacrificing himself. Then he rose up alive from death to give us his everlasting life and a reconciled relationship with God forever. 

When Jesus returns to earth in the future to destroy all evil powers, and to rule totally, that is when the kingdom of God finally comes to earth. That will be the complete "fulfillment in the kingdom of God" of Christ's victory over death and evil powers. (That victory which began when Jesus rose up alive bodily out of his grave.) Then Jesus will completely rescue his followers from death and all evil.

9. Jesus carried the full burden of it all by himself alone. His disciples did not have the spiritual, moral, physical, or mental strength to do what they knew they should do. Only Jesus did, alone.

10. Jesus' willingness to unselfishly, humbly serve, suffer and die shows true greatness of character. He chose the difficult, but best, action. He lived not just for himself, but lived in love and unity with God the Father. And he lived a life of love and sacrifice to save millions of people and to bring them to share everlasting life with him in his future world. God the Father gave Jesus the honor that he deserved. God raised up Jesus alive from the grave, and made him King over all of creation forever. So Jesus' decision to suffer and die was a choice of strength, courage, victory and honor. 

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 57

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Why did Jesus, the innocent Son of God, let people hate and kill him?

Have you ever been unfairly criticized? How do you feel when someone accuses you of doing something bad that you really did not do? Do you quickly defend yourself? How do you feel towards the person who wrongly accused you? 

Suppose that you and a colleague are doing an experiment together in a laboratory. He knows the procedures that he should follow, but is not careful enough. So he makes a mistake that ruins the experiment. It wastes costly materials that he would have to pay for. But he does not want to admit that he made a mistake. When the supervisor comes, your guilty colleague accuses you of ruining the experiment. Now would you care about your colleague enough to keep silent and not defend yourself? Would you pay for his carelessness yourself?

In today's Bible study see how Jesus accepted unfair condemnation. Ask yourself, "Why did he?"
GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 22:63 - 23:25

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

22:64 - Prophecy (NIV, a verb) prove that you are a prophet (NCV). Prophecy is a message that God gives a prophet to speak. God gave his prophets knowledge about facts and events that they could not know by ordinary human knowledge. The guards were teasing, or making fun of Jesus. They blindfolded him so that he could not see who hit him. Then they told him to speak like a prophet and tell them who hit him. 

:66 - Council and elders...met together. The religious and political officials of the Jewish community held a trial. 

:67- The Christ is the title of one particular person specially commissioned with authority and power by God. In the Old Testament of the Bible, God had promised to send the Christ ("Messiah" in Hebrew language) to save people and to rule the world.

:69- Son of Man - the name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, and to rescue God's people. Jesus said that he is that "Son of Man" whom the Old Testament prophet said that God would send.

:69- Seated at the right hand means that God the Father would give God the Son the position of highest authority next to him in his kingdom over everyone and everything.

23:1 - Pilate was the Roman procurator (governor) of the Province of Judea, the homeland of the Jews. His job was to keep peace and order so the Jews would pay taxes and not revolt against the emperor in Rome. 

23:2 - Caesar was the supreme ruler. The Caesars were emperors of the Roman Empire who ruled the countries of the Middle East, Europe and around the Mediterranean Sea. 

23:2 - Opposes payment of taxes. To see the lie in this false accusation, read Luke 20:20-26. 

23:7 - Herod. Herod Antipas was the tetrarch (governor, or minor local king) who, under Roman authority, governed the Roman territories of Galilee (north of Judea) and (east of Judea) from 4 B.C. to 39 A.D. His family was from that area of the Middle East, was not Roman.

23:8 - Miracle is a supernatural work, outside of the laws of nature, that only God can do by his power. 

23:21 - Crucify is to nail a person's hands and feet to wooden beams in the shape of a cross that stands upright from the ground. The victim dies a slow, painful, humiliating death. This was a punishment the Romans used to execute people whom they thought were criminals or rebels. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. These first insults and beating happened before any court trial was held to prove whether or not Jesus was guilty of anything wrong. How much justice was followed in their treatment of Jesus? See 22:63-65.

2. Who did Jesus claim to be? And how clear, or certain, did he make his claim known? 22:67-71

3. Did the Jewish leaders really want the truth, and want a fair trial? 22:66-71; 23:2, 13-23. Review also 20:1-7, 19.

4. Did Jesus try to defend himself to avoid being condemned and crucified? :23:9, 10

5. Who, do you think, really was in control during this time? 23:8, 9, and review 18:31-33; 22:19-22.

6. Who decided and planned for Jesus to die? Read these other Bible references printed below: 


{Matthew 26:50-54) Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. With that, one of Jesus' companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "...Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?"

(John 19:9-11a) "(Pilate) went back inside the palace. Where do you come from? he asked Jesus. But Jesus gave him no answer. Do you refuse to speak to me? Pilate said. Don't you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you? Jesus answered, You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above."

(Acts 2:14, 22-24) Then Peter stood up with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and fore-knowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 

7. What do Jesus' actions show about his inner character and his attitude toward people?

8. Why did God the Father and God the Son allow people to mistreat the Son of God, kill him and sin against God? And what did Jesus accomplish by his death? In your own words, summarize the answer given in these Bible references below:


(John 3:16) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

(Romans 5:8, 10) But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
(The next prophecy was written about 750 years before Jesus' crucifixion:)


(Isaiah 53:5-6, 10, 11b,c, 12c) (CEV, The Contemporary English Version) He was wounded and crushed because of our sins: by taking our punishment, he made us completely well. All of us were like sheep that had wandered off. We had each gone our own way, but the Lord gave him the punishment we deserved. The Lord decided his servant would suffer as a sacrifice to take away the sin and guilt of others. Now the servant will live to see his own descendants. He did everything the Lord planned. Although he is innocent, he will take the punishment for the sins of others, so that many of them will no longer be guilty. He suffered for our sins and asked God to forgive us. 


(I Peter 2:24, NCV) Christ carried our sins in his body on the cross so we would stop living for sin and start living for what is right. And you are healed because of his wounds. 
YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust Jesus and follow him? 

9. How do you feel about Jesus when you think about how he willingly suffered because of peoples' sins—suffered so that he could forgive you? 

10. Will you accept his sacrifice for your sins and ask him to forgive you?

Luke Unit 57 Answers

1. Jesus had not been proved guilty. So he was treated illegally and unfairly. This cruel torture was not deserved. It came from the arrogant power, hatred, and evil nature of people. 

2. Jesus confirmed that he is "the Son of God," and also "the Son of Man" who has the highest position, power and authority next to God the Father. If the Jews had misunderstood him when they thought that he claimed to be the Son of God, Jesus would have corrected them and escaped their accusation. But instead he confirmed it. 

3. No. They had no proof for their charges against Jesus. Even Pilate said that Jesus was not guilty. Pilate's judgment was not biased by the religious and personal power motives of the Jewish leaders. The Jewish leaders just wanted to get rid of Jesus more than they wanted justice. Jesus had exposed their dishonesty, but they did not want to repent and give their control over the people to him, the Son of God.

4. No, he did not. He willingly accepted—and suffered from—this unfair mistreatment by people. 

5. The political leaders and soldiers seemed to have the power and control, but Jesus was allowing these events to happen that God had planned and announced centuries before by the prophets in the Old Testament part of the Bible. People did not force him to do what he did not want to do, or to die against his will. He was in ultimate, highest control. 

6. The "people of Israel," the Romans ("wicked men" - Acts 2:23) and God himself—all of those decided and planned for Jesus to die. The people wanted to kill Jesus. It was their decision to do that evil crime. But God the Father and Jesus the Son had a "purpose," (Acts 2:23), a reason, for allowing them do that to the Son of God. 

7. Jesus did not use his power to defend himself and destroy his enemies. Instead, he suffered and died for our sins, so that he, as God, could forgive us. So he is unselfish and courageous more than any other person. And he is patient, loving, forgiving and merciful to people. 

8. God loves us even though we sin and offend him. He does not want to condemn and punish us, though we deserve to be punished. He wants to forgive us and restore us to a good relationship with him. So he allowed people the freedom to sin against him. God came to earth, became a man, Jesus (while still God), and lived in a human body. Then he took the suffering and death for us that we deserve, that justice requires. That canceled the guilt of sins (our moral debt). Now if you believe and receive Jesus and Jesus' payment for your sins, you can be accepted by a perfect, pure, holy God, and live in close, loving fellowship with him forever. 

9 and 10. Thoughtfully answer these questions according to your own decision. 

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 58

BEGINNING THOUGHTS - Why did Jesus willingly give his life and die?

Soldiers in battle sometimes have risked their lives, even given their lives, to save the lives of other soldiers who are their friends. But men do not give their lives to save the lives of their enemies. That would take a kind of love different from limited human love. It would be a far greater love. Yet that is exactly what Jesus did for us. The Bible explains, 

"Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!" (Romans 5:7,8, 10 NIV). 

Read about that in Luke 23.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 23:26-49

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

:26 - Cyrene was a city on the coast of North Africa. 

:26 - Cross. This part was a heavy beam of wood, the horizontal crossbar of two pieces formed in the shape of a cross. The vertical post was fixed in the ground first, then the horizontal crosspiece with the wrists nailed to it would be lifted up and fixed to the vertical post.

:29- Blessed are the barren women means happy are the women who have no children. "Jewish women had always considered barrenness a misfortune and children a blessing. In the day of Jerusalem's destruction, however, women would have the horror of seeing their children suffer, and would wish they could have been spared that agony."

:30 - Fall on us ...cover us either for protection or a quick death because of the horrible suffering when the Roman army broke into Jerusalem in 70 A.D. and slaughtered the people. 

:31- Tree is green ... dry. If people could treat such a good person, Jesus, so wickedly and cruelly, how much more surely will the Romans cruelly treat the evil city, Jerusalem. 

:33 - Skull. The shape of the small hill or knoll looked like a skull—the head bone of a dead person. It was a place of death. Just looking at it made people feel horror, fear and sadness. 

:34 - They do not know what they are doing. Jesus did not mean that they were innocent. But they did not understand the full meaning of their evil act—that they were trying to kill the holy Son of God. But the Jewish leaders knew that their trial of Jesus was illegal. They had seen his powerful miracles and could have known that he is God. The Roman judge, Pilate, said that Jesus was not guilty, so he knew that his execution of Jesus was wrong, unjust. (23:13,14,22) And the crowd knew this, but still demanded that Jesus be killed. They all had the truth shown to them, but they were not conscious of the full, evil extent of their crucifixion of Jesus because they had blinded themselves. The Jews often had rejected the evidence Jesus showed them. By his powerful miracles, and by the truth he spoke, Jesus had showed that he is God as he said. So it was their fault not to know what they were doing. This is like a drunken man not knowing what he is doing because he is drunk from too much alcohol. He nevertheless is responsible for his crimes because he chose to make himself drunk.

:42 - Come into your kingdom means when you become king. This dying thief understood that even though Jesus was dying then, yet he would live again and would become king over the nations by God's power. This thief had strong faith in Jesus.
:43 - Paradise is like the beautiful garden of Eden where the first created man and woman walked with God in unbroken fellowship before they sinned. It is a delightful place, where the believers in Jesus go to be with him, living and conscious, after their body on earth has died. This is before the Resurrection Day when God will make a "new heavens and a new earth" and give believers a new, everlasting body. (See 2 Corinthians 5:1,6-8; Philippians 1:21-23; 2 Corinthians 12:1-4; Revelation 2:7, 21:1-8.)

44 - Darkness represented God's judging sin and guilt. It showed his anger and punishment for sin and broken fellowship. God distanced himself from Jesus who willingly became our representative and carried our guilt and punishment on himself. 

:45 - Sun stopped shining does not mean a solar eclipse. God may have made very thick, dark clouds cover the sun, or he may have blocked the sun's rays in some other unusual way. 

:45 - Curtain of the temple was torn in two to open up our access to God and heaven. This curtain had separated the outer, public area of the temple from the inner, most holy place of God's special presence and mercy where people could not enter. It represented God's moral requirements and justice. Because of people's sins and guilt, the curtain had blocked the way to God. It prevented them from coming into God's holy presence. At the completion of Jesus' life of perfect obedience to God the Father, and at the completion of his suffering and death, this curtain was torn away. It was torn from top to bottom, the barrier removed by God above, not by what people can do. 

:47 - Centurion was a non-commissioned officer commanding about 100 soldiers or a smaller detachment. This one probably was in a Roman auxiliary army composed mostly of men from some of the conquered nations, not Romans.
:47 - Righteous man (NIV) good man (NCV) meant innocent, not guilty of any wrong, approved by God.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. List and describe all the ways that Jesus suffered pain, insults and dishonor. :33-39, 44. See also 22:63-65; 23:11.

2. Jesus had lived a perfect life of love, unselfishness and obedience to God the Father. In his trial the judge, Pilate, found him not guilty of any wrongdoing. But now Jesus was being unfairly and cruelly executed with criminals because the Jewish leaders hated him and the non-Jewish soldiers were arrogant with power, not caring about justice. Jesus, the all-powerful Son of God and final Judge of the world, could have hated his enemies and angrily destroyed them. They deserved to be punished by justice. But what was Jesus' attitude toward those who were rejecting, torturing and killing him? See 23:33,34

3. When Jesus was on the cross, what finally caused his death? :46 Read also what Jesus said in John 10:11, 17-18.

4. What, do you think, was Jesus' reason for not saving his life? :34-35 (And remember John 10:11, above.)

5. What did Jesus’ willing, sacrificial suffering and death accomplish? To answer that, think about the meaning of the tearing of the temple curtain. :34, 43, 45. And read Hebrews 10:12, 14, 19-22a below:

But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. Because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.

6. The two criminals show the two different responses to Jesus that anyone can have. How were the two criminals alike, and how were they different? :39-43
YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- How will you respond to Jesus' love and sacrifice for you? 

7. How do you feel about how people treated Jesus, and about how he suffered so much so willingly?

8. How do you feel about how Jesus loved, and wanted to forgive, even his enemies who were insulting, torturing and killing him?
9. How have you responded in the past to God's authority, and to his love for you?

10. Remember what the two criminals on the crosses said to Jesus? Which of these two criminals do you want be like now? Which of their two responses will you give to Jesus?
Luke Unit 58 Answers
1. Jesus had been beaten and made fun of by soldiers and Jewish leaders. He was unfairly criticized and condemned. He was nailed to the cross where he hung for hours in extreme, constant pain and exhaustion. He suffered psychological pain in his heart, mind, and suffered physical torture. But he suffered most from taking on himself the guilt and punishment which belonged to all the people of the world of all times. That separated him from the face and fellowship of God the Father because of God's holiness and anger against sin. (That was represented by the darkness of the heaven.)

2. Jesus accepted people's cruel, unfair mistreatment of him. He was willing to suffer, himself, instead of punishing his enemies. He is merciful, kind, gracious and loving even to his enemies!

3. Neither the cross nor those crucifying him actually ended his physical life. Jesus himself released his life to go to God the Father. Usually the blood and strength would have drained out of a person near death from crucifixion. But Jesus "called out with a loud voice." He said, "Father into your hands I commit my spirit." (NIV), or, "I give you my life." (NCV). Then he took his last breath. Physically, Jesus did not have to die then. But he purposely released his own life and accepted death. His body died, but his spirit (his conscious, indestructible spirit life—his essential person) went into God's keeping and care. Read John 10:15, 17, 18.

4. He had the opportunity and power to save himself from crucifixion if he had wanted to save himself. (He had willingly come to Jerusalem to die. And as God, he had all power to prevent it. 13:31,33; Matthew 26:53,54). But instead, he wanted to save us, to forgive us, to take our guilt and punishment, so that we can be accepted by God and have everlasting life with him. He wanted to do what he and God the Father had planned for him to do to save sinful people. God had promised and prophesied in the Scriptures—the Old Testament of the Bible that he would do that. 

5. When Jesus suffered and paid for our sins by his death for us, he opened the way for us to go into God's most holy presence. Jesus became humanity's representative, he perfectly obeyed and pleased God, and he died to pay for our sins—in place of us. Because of that, the holy God now can forgive us, accept us, and let us live with him.

6. They were alike in that both of them deserved punishment (:41), and would soon leave this world by the door of death. 

They were different in that only one received mercy and everlasting life with God in God's kingdom (:42, 43). The other one did not believe in Jesus. He rejected Jesus and Jesus' authority as God's Christ and king. He did not fear God (honor or revere God), nor repent of his wrongdoing (:40,41). 

The thief who began to believe in Jesus at that time, confessed his wrongdoing (:41), and asked Jesus for undeserved mercy and grace. As a result, God accepted him into his kingdom. He went directly through physical death into life in Paradise. He is with Jesus now forever. (:42, 43)

7 - 10. Thoughtfully make your own decision and answers.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 59

BEGINNING THOUGHTS - How good, and strong, is the evidence that Jesus rose alive from his grave?

The most convincing evidence in a court of law is not the logical explanations and arguments of the lawyers. The very best evidence is the testimony of honest witnesses who saw the event happen, who know the facts, and are convinced themselves. Jesus' first disciples became witnesses like that. What facts did their witness tell about? And how did they become convinced of the truth of their reports? Why is the message of their witness important for us? Learn the answers to those questions in today's Bible study. 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 23:50 - 24:49

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

23:50 - The Council was the Sanhedrin, a group of elders having the highest religious and political authority to rule in Jewish society (under the Roman's political authority). 

:52 - Pilate was the Roman procurator (governor) of the Province of Judea, the homeland of the Jews. He had given the order to crucify Jesus.

:53- Tomb was a cave cut into rock on a hillside. The small entrance doorway was the only way in or out of this cave in the rock. 

:54 - Preparation Day was Friday, the day before the Sabbath, Saturday. 

:56- Spices and perfumes were used to honor the dead body when burying it in a grave or tomb.

:56 - The commandment (NIV) the Law of Moses commanded (NCV) was God's law for the Jews in the Old Testament. It said to not do their usual work on the Sabbath. God wanted them to rest and worship one day a week.

24:1 - First day of the week in the Jewish calendar was figured from sunset (about 6 p.m.) of our Saturday to sunset of our Sunday.

24:2 - Stone was a huge rock (about 1 & 1/2 to 2 tons
) rolled into a hole or low spot. Being very difficult to move, it covered and securely sealed the cave doorway. (Roman soldiers added the Roman seal, also, and stood guard at the entrance. See Matthew 27:62-66.)

:4 - Two men...gleamed like lightning (NIV) two men in shining clothes (NCV). Angels made themselves visible, in the appearance of human bodies. Their heavenly glory made them shine so brightly. (See definition of "angels" in :23, below.)

:6 - Risen means came alive and got up from his grave. 

:7 - Son of Man is a title for Jesus. It was used in Old Testament prophecy for the Messiah, or Christ, who brings God’s salvation and rule into the world. 

9 & 10 - The Eleven, the Apostles were Jesus’ chief disciples, called “apostles.” Jesus chose them to be a special group that would be with him constantly during all three and one half years of his ministry. He trained them and gave them special authority to be witnesses to the world of his life, teachings, and resurrection. Some of these apostles wrote, or provided historical information for, all the books of the New Testament. 

:12 - Strips of linen lying by themselves (NIV) cloth that Jesus' body had been wrapped in (NCV) were the burial wrapping in the shape of a body, but collapsed flat, without the body in it. 

:16 - Kept from recognizing him. God prevented them from recognizing Jesus until the end of their conversation. 

:19 - Powerful in word and deed (NIV) who said and did many powerful things (NCV) refers to Jesus' authoritative teachings and supernatural miracles. 

:21 - Third day. Jesus died soon after 3 p.m. Friday, and rose alive before 6 a.m. Sunday morning. Each partial day was normally counted as a day

:23 - Angels Spirit-beings who live in God’s spiritual realm outside our material universe. God made angels before he made our material universe. So they are made of a different substance. They exist in another physical realm, mode, dimensions or “place,” that is not limited by our physical laws and dimensions. They have intelligence, personality and power. They can make themselves visible to people when they need to. The angels serve God and God’s people on earth usually in a way invisible to us. But sometimes angels took on a physical appearance in order to communicate with God’s people at very special times in God’s program of revelation and salvation.

:25 - Heart is the essence or “center” of human personality. It has the power of free self-determination that produces our mental attitudes and inclinations of the will. (“Will” means the power to choose what to believe and do.)

:25 - Prophets were special representatives chosen by God to speak and/or write a message from God exactly as God gave it to them.

:26 - Have to suffer means that it was necessary. A reason, purpose, plan, required it. 

:27 - Moses means the first five books of the Old Testament of the Bible written by Moses, God's prophet. 

:27 - Scriptures are the set of authoritative writings given by God through men whom he supernaturally inspired and directed to write exactly what God wanted written and preserved. This is God’s message for all time for the entire world. At the time when the New Testament was written, "Scriptures" meant all of the Old Testament. Now it means the Old Testament and New Testament—the whole Bible.

:28 - Acted as if he were going farther. This was a customary, polite gesture in their culture. It gave the two men the choice of either asking Jesus to stay with them longer for supper, or not to. If they had not invited Jesus to eat, he would have walked away. 

:31 - Disappeared. Jesus' physical body after his resurrection had the supernatural qualities of his eternal body in Heaven. It transcended the physical laws of the present created universe of physical material. He could move in and out of the three dimensions of our present physical universe. 

:36 - Stood among them (NIV) stood right in the middle of them (NCV). See explanation in :31 above.

:37 - Ghost means a person's spirit without the body. It is an appearance of a person that can be seen and heard, but is non-material.

:44 - The Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms are the three divisions, sections, of the whole Old Testament of the Bible. 

:47 - Repentance means to change our mind about the wrong way we live. That includes changing our attitude about not obeying and honoring God. Repentance usually is accompanied by a deep sense of our guilt in the sight of a holy God, regret or sorrow for having offended God, and a determination or desire to change whatever is wrong in our behavior and relationship to God.

:48 - Witnesses. A witness is someone who has seen an event, or knows the facts or evidence, and who reports what he knows, or testifies about it in court. 

:49 - From on high to (NIV) from heaven (NCV) means from God.
YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What did the women expect to find when they arrived at Jesus' tomb? See 23:55; 24:1, 5b.

2. What did they actually discover? 24:3-8

3. Jerusalem was the Jew's capital city. How many of the people there knew about what happened to Jesus in Jerusalem? 24:18, 19

4. What was so well known about Jesus? :19, 20, 21

5. Describe the feelings and beliefs of these two men at the beginning of their conversations with Jesus. :17, 20, 21, 25

6. How did their feelings and beliefs change at the end? :31-35

7. How did the Eleven and other disciples react when Jesus first showed himself alive to them? :36-38, 41

8. Was either of the two groups of disciples expecting Jesus to come alive after his death? a) :17, 21, 25

b) :37, 38, 45

9. Finally the disciples knew for sure that Jesus is alive again. They were convinced strongly enough so that they were able to do what? :47, 48

10. At first the disciples refused to believe the prophecies and reports that Christ rose from the dead. Then later they were sure that he did rise alive. They were so sure that they were willing to tell others, and to die for that truth. What was necessary to have happened to produce such a change in the disciples, and make them so sure? :32, 34, 36, 39, 40, 42

11. What feelings did they have after Jesus spoke to them and showed his hands and feet (which had crucifixion nail holes in them)? :41

12. Who had planned all these events, and who was in control? :44-46, 49

13. What is the purpose of Jesus, the Son of God's, life on earth, death and resurrection? What did it all accomplish? :46-48

14. Think about the meaning, or implications, of those events. How does this change in the disciples make strong evidence for the truth of their message about Jesus' resurrection? And what results did their reports, witness, produce? (Think about the history of the growth of the Christian church, or else read Acts 2:14, 32, 36-38, 41; 4:4-, the first public report of Jesus’ disciples to the general public in Jerusalem.) And how does that result strengthen the evidence for the truth of their reports?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust Jesus and follow him? 

15. Will you ask God to open your mind and heart, and to give you understanding, as he did for the disciples in :31, 32 and 45?

16. If a person does not believe all that God said because is seems unusual or difficult to explain, he is "slow of heart to believe" (:25). God is patient with a person like that, and will give him evidence and reasons if he sincerely asks and looks for them. But if a person resists being persuaded by good evidence and testimony, then he is in danger of closing his heart and mind to receiving the truth. A person should believe good evidence and honest testimony because it is reasonable to believe. Will you resist believing the evidence and testimony about Jesus, or instead will you believe:

> Jesus' promises, 

> and the evidence of his empty tomb, 

> and the witness of his disciples about seeing him raised alive after death? 

Then will you repent so that you will have your sins forgiven by God?
Luke Unit 59 Answers
1. They expected to see Jesus' dead body.

2. The huge stone was rolled away. Jesus' body was gone. Two angels were there telling them that Jesus is risen alive, just as the Old Testament Bible prophecies had promised would happen. 
3. “Everyone” in Jerusalem knew about Jesus.

4. The people knew and talked about Jesus' authoritative teachings, supernaturally powerful miracles, rejection by their leaders, and crucifixion. They also knew that some had hoped that Jesus was the Messiah whom God would send to rescue (redeem) Israel. (And by now, they must have begun hearing reports that Jesus’ tomb was empty. 24:22-24, and see Matthew 28:2-4, 11, 15.)

5. They were sad, disappointed, discouraged, without faith because Jesus was rejected and killed. They "had hoped," before, that Jesus was the Messiah and Savior, but now their faith and hope in him were crushed. 

6. They were excited, joyful, energized and renewed in their faith. They knew now that Jesus is alive, and that all that he had told them about himself was true!

7. They were greatly surprised, even frightened, and unable at first to believe that Jesus' body really was physically alive again. 

8. a) No. They had lost their hope and faith. They were sad and discouraged because they thought that Jesus' death was the end of the story. 

b) No. They had not understood the Old Testament prophecies that he would rise alive after dying. At first when they saw him alive, they still couldn't believe it, and they thought that they saw only a ghost, not a real, physical body alive.

9. Now the disciples had the proof, faith and courage needed to boldly tell the world that Jesus is who he claimed to be, and actually did what he had said that he came to do. Now they could tell everyone that Jesus is the Son of God who came from Heaven to die for our sins and to rise alive again so that God can forgive the sins of all who repent and trust in him. And they began to tell that message—that Jesus is alive—right in Jerusalem (24:47) where everyone knew that Jesus had been killed. 

10. Jesus would have had to really come alive from the grave and show himself to them by clear, undeniable proofs that his body is physically alive again. That is exactly what he did. He ate material food, which a ghost cannot do. He let them touch him and feel a physical body. Also, Jesus showed them that the Old Testament prophecies exactly described his death and resurrection. Those prophecies promised that the Messiah would be killed, and rise alive from death. Understanding that helped them to believe. 

11. Joy and amazement. 

12. God!

13. That people of all nations may believe in God's Savior, Jesus, change their rebellious attitude toward God, and have their sins forgiven by God. (Then Jesus who rose victorious over death can give them life after death also.)

14. The disciples had been totally discouraged, not knowing what to believe about Jesus. They were hiding from the Jewish authorities. But after Jesus rose alive and showed himself to the disciples, they began to tell that message—that Jesus is alive—right in Jerusalem (24:47) where everyone knew that Jesus had died. If Jesus had not come out of death, out of the guarded tomb, the people in Jerusalem would know that. The disciples would not have been able to preach their message. The Christian church would never have gotten started in the beginning. The disciples, Jesus' most loyal followers, had been afraid and hiding after Jesus' crucifixion. So certainly no one else would have believed in Jesus and followed him and joined the Christian church if even the disciples themselves were defeated, and scattered. But Jesus was not still in his guarded grave. There is no way to explain the immediate, rapid growth of the Christian church if Jesus had not shown himself alive so convincingly to his disciples to prove that he is alive, and to make them absolutely sure. Even the soldier's saw his grave empty and saw the miracle. The disciples were transformed. The hostile Jewish religious leaders could not prove them wrong. Jesus’ enemies could not successfully refute the disciple’s report, though they wanted to. So when the disciples began to tell the people about Jesus' resurrection, immediately thousands of people in Jerusalem believed and become Christians.

15 and 16. Tell God your decision The right decision can bring to you the same joy and everlasting life with God that all his disciples have.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 60

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Can you get lasting security, love and joy? From where? How?

Science, technology, academic knowledge, information and the production of manufactured products all have advanced to the highest level in the history of the world. And yet more people are suffering and dying from wars, displacement as refugees, famine, violent crime, AIDS and other diseases than ever before. In 1993 there were 59 major conflicts worldwide, and many more since then.
 In 1997, 47 million refugees fled wars in their countries, and many more since then.
 The richest 20% of the world have 80% of the global income. In parts of Latin America the income share of the richest 20% of the population is 15 times greater than the income of the poorest 20%.
 And most of the people who have higher education and higher economic standard of living suffer also, in a different way. They do not feel loved, peaceful in their heart, peace with other people, secure, hopeful for the future, or consistently joyful. 

What will happen to the world and to you in the future? Will evil always ruin life? Will Evil finally win over Good? Will death be the "bottom line," the final reward for all your struggles and work? Can we hope for lasting happiness and joy, for real security and everlasting life, for a final victory of Good over Evil? 

In today's Bible study we see God's program to rescue the world and establish his kingdom reign. We see how God makes his salvation and himself known through Christians in the present time of world history. And we see how Jesus will personally return to earth at the end of the present era to establish his kingdom fully over the world. God has the only final, complete solution to the problems of the world, and the solution to your personal needs. Only he can give you that lasting security, love and joy that your heart desires.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 24:44-53 and Acts 1:1-11

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

:45 - Scriptures are the set of authoritative writings given by God through men whom he selected and supernaturally inspired and directed to write exactly what God wanted written and preserved. This is God's message for all time for all people of the world. At the time when the New Testament was written, Scriptures meant all of the Old Testament. Now it means the Old and New Testaments—the whole Bible. 

:47 - Repentance (NIV) a change of hearts and lives (NCV) is a change of attitude about the wrong way that we live. That includes changing our habit of not respecting, obeying, and loving God. Repentance usually includes a deep sense of our guilt in the sight of a holy God, regret or sorrow for having offended God, and a determination or desire to change whatever is wrong in our behavior and relationship to God.

:47 - In His name means that forgiveness of sins comes through Jesus. We can be forgiven by God because of who Jesus is (the Son of God) and what he did (suffering and dying to pay the penalty of justice for people's violations against God's laws).

:47 - Preached means announced what God had said and done, and will do, for people; and taught what God tells people to believe and do; and urged people to accept God's offer and do what God tells them to do.

:47 - Forgiveness of sins means that God does not require us guilty people to pay the penalty for our evil actions because Jesus became mankind’s representative, and paid the penalty of justice for us. So now God can accept us into a good relationship with him.

48 - Witnesses. A witness is someone who has seen an event, or knows the facts or evidence, and who reports what he knows, or he testifies about it in court. 

:48 - What my Father has promised is God the Holy Spirit sent to live in Christians and to empower and lead them. God had promised in the Old Testament (Joel 2:28,29 ; Isaiah 32:15; 44:3; 54:13; Ezekiel 36:26,27; Zechariah 12:10) and through Jesus (John 14:25, 26; 15:26; 16:7, 13) to send the Holy Spirit.

50 – Blessed them generally means gave them his favor and benefits. But here Jesus gave power to his disciples to do the work that he assigned to them—to witness about him and to make followers of Jesus around the world.

:51 - Heaven is a term sometimes meaning our atmospheric sky, or the rest of the material universe beyond the earth. Other times it means God's eternal home, a place beyond (in other dimensions and substance than) our material universe. In Heaven angels, other spirit creatures and human souls after death, live in the direct presence of God and "see" him in his power and glory. In Heaven God does not hide himself, but directly shows himself to people. God reigns as king in Heaven in total justice and love without any rival or any evil there. He makes Heaven a perfect, beautiful, joyful place to love God and to be close to him

:52 Worshipped - to worship is to give to God the honor, recognition, praise and submission that he is worthy of, and deserves, as God who has infinite power, authority, wisdom, love, greatness and goodness, and for his good works. 
:53 - Praising is speaking (to God or people) about the goodness, wisdom, power and beauty of God himself and of his work. 

Acts 1:1 - Theophilus is a name that translated means "one who loves God." He is the person to whom Luke also wrote his first book, about Jesus' life, the Gospel of Luke, in the Bible.

1:1 - Began to do and teach during Jesus' life on earth. Then after returning to God's Heaven, Jesus continued to work on earth by the presence of his spirit and power here. He guides and strengthens Christians and gives faith and salvation to more and more people around the world. 

1:2 - Holy Spirit is God. His Spirit comes into his people to work in and through them in powerful ways.

1:3 - His suffering (NIV) his death (NCV) was when he died on the cross to pay for our sins. 
1:3 - Kingdom of God is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. Sometimes it includes the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect.

1:5 - Baptized with the Holy Spirit means filled, empowered and led by the special presence of God the Holy Spirit come to live within them. 

1:6 - Restore the Kingdom to Israel (NIV) give the kingdom back to Israel (NCV) means for God to be Israel's King to rule Israel by his laws and to rule the whole world. The disciples hoped that God's power and rule through his Messiah, Jesus, would come now and replace the Roman's power and rule over Israel. 

1:8 - Judea and Samaria. Judea was the province around the city of Jerusalem. Samaria was the next province, or region, to the north. 

1:9 - A cloud hid him. The cloud represented God's glory that is greater than what humans can perceive. It hid Jesus' transition from the four dimensions of our created space-time universe into God's eternal Heaven. 

1:10 - Two men dressed in white (NIV) two men wearing white clothes (NCV) were angels, messengers from Heaven. 

1:11 - Galilee was their home area, north of Samaria.

1:11 - Into the sky...into heaven. Jesus passed out of the sky of our physical universe. He was taken into God's eternal Heaven.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

In this part of the Bible, God tells us about the concluding events of his great program to save the world. God will finally complete and make perfect what he planned and began when he first created the universe and people. Notice that the final, complete solution to evil (crime, wars, hatred, cruelty, suffering, death, and all the problems of the world) will not come from human knowledge, politics, military power or economics. It comes from God—from what he did already, what he continues to do, and what he will do in the future. 

From each of the following verses, describe each of the major events in God's program. (His program restores people to a good relationship with God and one another, and brings the world into God's everlasting kingdom of his love, authority and care.)

1. Describe these two past events in Luke 24:46 and Acts 1:3. Then tell what do you think that each of the two events accomplished? 24:47

2. Describe what happened next. What do you think is the result and importance of that? 24:50, 51 and Acts 1:9 

3. Describe what God did next, and the purpose and result of that. 24:49 and Acts 1:4, 5, 8 (see also Acts 2:1-4, 14)

4. Describe the next actions begun at Jerusalem and continuing now around the world. Who does it? What does this accomplish? 24:47-49 and Acts 1:8

5. What are the disciples to talk about—the main, most important, subject of their preaching and witness? Luke 24:46-48

6. In response to all that the disciples saw and heard, what did the disciples do? To whom did they do that? 24:52, 53

7. What will be the next, final, concluding event in God's program of history for the world? Acts 1:10,11. Read also Matthew 16:27 (NIV), 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (NCV), 2 Peter 3:11c-13 (NCV) printed below:

(Matthew 16:27) For the Son of Man (Jesus) is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 

(1 Thessalonians 4:16-18) The Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. And those who have died believing in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive will be gathered up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And we will be with the Lord forever. So encourage each other with these words.

(2 Peter 3:11c-13) You should live holy lives and serve God, as you wait for and look forward to the coming of the day of God. When that day comes, the skies will be destroyed with fire, and everything in them will melt with heat. But God made a promise to us, and we are waiting for a new heaven and a new earth where goodness lives.

8. Jesus' disciples finally understood that: a) Jesus is God, b) he died for us to forgive our debt of sin against God, c) he rose alive victorious over death, and ever lives to give us everlasting life with God, d) and he will return to earth to destroy all evil powers in human societies, in the natural environment, and in the realm of evil spirits (the Devil and demons). Then God will establish his everlasting kingdom of justice, love and peace in the entire universe. 

Knowing this total program of God, and seeing Jesus' sacrificial love and resurrection power, produced what two effects in those disciples? (It should produce those same effects in us, also.) 24:52, 53

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust Jesus and follow him? 

9. Are you prepared, ready, for the Lord Jesus' return to earth when he will judge all people? Do you know and worship the living, ruling Son of God?

10. You can know Him, and be ready for his return, if you: 

> believe that Jesus is the Son of God who died to pay for your sins, and rose alive, and 

>repent and receive God's forgiveness of your sins through Jesus. 

Will you do all that? God loves you. He suffered and paid a terrible price to provide forgiveness and everlasting life for you. The only thing that you must do is to accept his gift by receiving him, the Lord Jesus, to be your Savior and Lord. You can do that by talking to him now. Honestly tell him the bad things that you thought and did. Ask him to forgive you because of Jesus' death for you. Ask him to make you what he wants you to be, and to help you to do all that he wants you to do. Then thank him for making you become his child forever. Then continue to grow stronger in your new Christian faith and life by:

> reading the Bible every day and obeying what he teaches you.

> talking with him every day by prayer: worshipping, asking and thanking him,

> and meeting with Christians every week or more in their church worship and teaching meetings.

11. If you already are a Christian, will you obey his command to be his witness and to tell people God's Good News of forgiveness and everlasting life through Jesus?

Luke Unit 60 Answers
1. a) Jesus Christ suffered and died (:46) to make it possible for God to forgive our sins—offenses against God (:47). This restores us to a good relationship with God. 

b) Then Jesus rose alive from his grave, showing that he had conquered the power of death and the control that sin held over people, sin that results in that death. He has power to give everlasting life to those who receive it from him. He also showed himself alive after death to prove this to his disciples and the world. 

This shows that the source or beginning of all the world's problems does not come from bad social, political, economic, educational policies and institutions. The source of the evil in all of these is the human heart. It comes from man's rebellion against God and his good laws, from people putting themselves above God and separating themselves from God, from not thanking, loving, obeying, honoring and worshipping God. But God by his goodness, plan and power conquered death and evil, and offers to rescue us if we will trust and follow him.

2. Jesus physically went out of our material universe and returned to his eternal home with God his Father in God's highest Heaven. So now Jesus lives forever, and he rules from Heaven to guide his church and to supervise the history of the entire world. 
3. When Jesus, the Son of God, returned to his Father in Heaven, he sent God the Holy Spirit to live in Christians—the first disciples then, and all Christians now. They were "baptized" with the Holy Spirit. That is, they were transformed by the Holy Spirit and his power, and made new by him. God gave them power so that they could preach and witness about Jesus effectively to the whole world. They began doing that immediately.

4. God is sending his message to the world to repent of their sins and rebellion against God, and to receive God's forgiveness. This Good News began to be preached by those first disciples "beginning at Jerusalem" (24:47 and Acts 1:8), but continues to be preached "to all nations" (24:47), "to the ends of the earth" (1:8). Christians preach the message, but God by his Holy Spirit gives them the power to preach, and he makes the message effective. So it is both people and God who are at work in the preaching. The faithful witness and lives of Christians brings God's forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life to people all over the world.

5. The message is about Jesus Christ himself ("his name" :47). That is, who Jesus is: Christ the Son of God (a person who deserves to be worshipped as God :52), and what Jesus did to make people right with God by dying for them and rising alive with power over death forever.

6. They worshipped Jesus and praised God. They were Jews, so they knew that only God should be worshipped. Therefore, their worshipping Jesus showed that they knew that he is God himself who had taken on himself a human nature also. (He is God and man—Jesus.)

7. Jesus will return to earth from Heaven sometime in the future. He will come with great power and glory to destroy wicked, evil powers and to reward those who believe and follow him. He will give them new, everlasting bodies. He will establish his kingdom of justice, love and goodness in a new, purified world. 

8. It a) gave them "great joy," and b) made them want to worship the Lord Jesus and praise God continually (always).

9 - 11. Carefully and honestly tell God your answers to these questions. Jesus concluded his work to save you. Now you will decide your own conclusion to your life, for good or bad. 
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