
GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 16

A QUIZ:  WHAT IS FAITH--IT'S DEFINITION AND RATIONALE?
Multiple Choice Question (Mark any that you think are correct definitions):

1) Faith is:

___a)  an indefinite, indescribable feeling that makes me feel good: a psychological lift.

___b)  wishful thinking without facts to back it up.

___c)  a way of thinking when we cannot use reason.

___d)  a leap in the dark.

___e)  unscientific.

___f)  a general optimism about people, life, fate, and the future.

___g)  none of the above.  Instead faith is ____________________________________.

Brief Answer Questions

2)  Name one person whom you know personally whom you trust, whose statements you believe and whose promises you can depend on.

3)  List two or three reasons why you trust that person.


a)  


b)


c)

4)  Name one person whom you never have met, but you trust anyway.

5)  List two or three reasons why you believe that you can trust that person.


a)


b)


c)

6)  Can you “prove” that those are valid reasons for trusting him or her?

7)  If you could not prove that those are valid reasons for trusting him or her, would you still be convinced that that person is trustworthy? Why would you be sure?

8)  List some non-material realities that you are sure of, which cannot be visibly tested or “scientifically” proved.
BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What is your "world-view?"  In what do you place your faith?

Faith means your beliefs and trust. Your most foundational beliefs are your "world-view." The term, "world-view," means your picture of reality. What do you believe about:

1) What is the Cause of all that exists? Could the complex universe produce itself and organize itself, or must it have an intelligent designer and powerful cause that existed before the universe? 

2) What is the nature of all that exists: is everything only physical matter organized and driven by laws of physics and chemistry? Or is there also spiritual, moral reality and intelligence that exists more ultimately than just physical matter exists. Is mankind alone in the universe to struggle with the problems of life by himself, and eventually die? Or is God with us, caring about us and making a way to rescue us?

3.) Is truth, justice, love, goodness, and moral right and wrong real? Or are those just teachings made up by people to control other people? If those principles are real, as shown by people’s deeply held feelings and reactions against injustice, cruelty and selfishness, then what (or Who) created these clear, intuitive under-standings and powerful moral forces? What, (or Who) gives them their objective reality and force of law?

4) What is the nature of human beings? Does human life have a reason or purpose for existing, and a proper goal? Or are we only like a flower in the forest that dies without anyone seeing its beauty or caring that it exists? Or are we made by God, a Father who loves us, whom we can know and love and live with forever? Does the way that we live make a difference—a difference in a never-ending future existence for us?

Think about your own world-view. What do you believe about God, about why you exist, and about the meaning and purpose of your life? Everyone has some opinions or beliefs about these questions. What beliefs guide your life? What, or whom, do you have faith in? Do you believe that God gave you life, knows you, and cares about you? What reasons to trust God can you find in today's study in Luke 8:22-25?
GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 8:22-25

DEFINITIONS

8: 23 - Squall (NIV) very strong wind (NCV) was a sudden furious windstorm produced by the high desert plateau next to that lake.

8: 23 -Swamped (NIV) means that the boat was filling with water that would sink it.

8: 24 - Master means ruler, teacher, and one who has authority to give orders. The disciples had seen Jesus' wisdom and power to do miracles at other times. But now, caught in a frightening storm that would kill them, they did not seem to feel sure that Jesus was in control over these powerful forces of nature. So, though they called him “Master,” their understanding of who Jesus is was too limited.

8: 24 - Rebuked means commanded the storm to stop.

8: 24 - Storm subsided (stopped), and all was calm. The disciples were professional fishermen who knew how winds and sea operated. Their amazement at the stopping of the waves shows that the wind and waves stopped immediately. They did not just die down naturally. Wave action should keep waves moving long after a wind stops. So the wind and waves were supernaturally suppressed.

8:25 – Faith here means their trust in Jesus. It is trusting that Jesus knows what he is doing, and is able and willing to take care of them. Faith in God, in a general sense, is trust in God, in what he has told us, and in God’s supreme power over every other power. It is confidence in God. It is believing that God is perfect—he knows everything, has all power, and is good, loving and merciful. He will take care of those who trust him. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. Why did Jesus' followers, the disciples, go on the lake where they met the terrible storm? See 8:22.

2. Were the disciples alone on the lake to fight the storm just by themselves? 8:22-24

3. Did Jesus ask them to do something that he would not do himself? 8:22

4. Contrast Jesus with his disciples: how peaceful, or upset, were they? 8:23, 24

5. Read from the Bible: John 2:1-3 and 2:6-11, and Luke 4:40. Jesus’ disciples were at these earlier events and saw what Jesus did. So later on, during this storm on the lake, what should they have believed that Jesus could do?

6. Since Jesus was there in the boat with them, should they have been afraid that the storm would kill them?

7. If they had fully trusted Jesus, would their faith in him have been based on solid, sufficient reasons to believe, or would it have been based on just wishful feelings without facts or evidence?

8. What was the disciples' last hope, or resource, for being saved--the only remaining possibility for help? 8:23, 24

9. Was Jesus controlled by the forces of Nature? Or were the laws of Nature under Jesus' control? 8:24, 25

10. What does that tell you about who Jesus is? 8:24, 25

11. Jesus asked, "Where is your faith?" That question implied that the disciples were placing their trust in the wrong things, or that the proper faith was missing. They did not understand or believe all the truth about Jesus’ power, his involvement in their lives and his involvement in the processes of the world of nature. Explain what they wrongly believed, and what they should have believed.

12. What do you think this true experience of the disciples can teach us about what our basic world-view should be? For instance, what should we believe about the existence of God, his power and interaction with the material world, and his care for us?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide who is worth trusting. Ask him to save you.

13. What or whom are you placing your trust in to give you direction and security for your life? You already are guiding your life by some set of beliefs. Examine why you believe what you do. Do you believe that Jesus has God's power to save you? Will you place your life in Jesus’ care, and obey him? Will you ask him to save you now?

NOTE: God does not always prevent his children from being killed by tornadoes, plane crashes, or sickness, in the same way that he rescued those disciples on the lake. God sometimes rescues his children from suffering now in this present world. But sometimes he does not rescue them now in this present life. But he always saves them for eternal life forever in Heaven. That is the most important, and final, rescue. Furthermore, God controls all the circumstances of a Christian's life to develop God's good purpose and plan for them. Even testings and sufferings are educational, and they purify and strengthen the Christian's character and his trust in God. God does not allow more trouble than what is needed to accomplish his good purposes for the Christian person, and for the whole Christian church. And those sufferings do not damage the inner, eternal soul of the Christian, but mature and strengthen it. 

God used the event of Jesus' rescue from the storm on the sea as an analogy of the Christian's life. Our life, sufferings and death are like a frightening storm that could destroy us. But if we ask Jesus to save us, even death does not destroy us. Our life is in God's hands. Just as he created all life at the beginning, he also will raise us up to the everlasting life with him that he planned for us in the next world that he is making. We can trust him and know that everything will turn out good at the end for those who love Jesus and trust him.

Luke Unit 16 Answers
ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ

1) g - "None of the above." Faith is reasonable confidence that a particular statement is a fact--is true. Or faith is confidence that a particular person is dependable, truthful, and can be trusted. Faith is reasonable when it is based on evidence from past experience and/or logic and other truths which people generally know intuitively with certainty. 

2) This person might be a good parent, a loving, honest friend, or an expert in some field of knowledge.

3) Reasons could be the person's character of honesty, truthfulness, love, unselfishness, knowledge and wisdom, and the person's proven faithful loyalty to you. It could depend on your experience with that person in the past.

4) When we get on an airplane, we place great trust in the pilot's skills and good will to take care of our lives. If we believed that the pilot wanted to commit suicide and take us all with him to a crashing death, we would not get on that plane. Many people trust a doctor enough to go into surgery. Many trust God.

5) List your reasons for trusting the person(s) you named.

6) No, in one sense of "prove," but yes, in another sense. The trustworthiness of a person is not something that can be proved or disproved by scientific tests, as we prove hypotheses in physics, chemistry or biology. The decision to trust a person is not like mathematical proofs. Being certain that we can trust a person is not a mathematical certainty, but it is a different kind of certainty that can be just as valid.

7) Yes, because we can have evidence, and make conclusions, from a person's behavior and demonstrated character.

8) Love, justice, goodness, evil, moral right and wrong, my consciousness of myself, God, everlasting life in Heaven, and many other realities.

ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ABOUT LUKE 8:22-26
1. Because Jesus sent them there! 

2. No. Jesus was with them.

3. No. He, too, went into the storm.

4. The disciples were terrified. They expected a bad outcome. They expected to lose the battle with the storm, and to die. 

By contrast, Jesus trusted that everything was under control. He was confident of that fact--so much so that he could peacefully sleep.

5. They should have believed that Jesus has supernatural power over the world of nature, and could change the processes, or behavior, of nature, as he did when he changed water immediately into wine. And they should have trusted Jesus to take care of them. Since Jesus cared about the happiness of the wedding and about people having enough to drink, then surely he would care that his disciples would not lose their lives in the storm. Saving their lives was a greater need.

6. No.

7. Yes. Faith in Jesus, and trusting him to save their lives, would be logical and based on good reasons. Jesus had demonstrated his power before, so it would be unreasonable—going against the evidence—to doubt Jesus’ power and care now.

8. The only way that they could save their lives was to get help from the Lord ("Master") Jesus Christ, whom they finally turned to for help.

9. No, Jesus was not under the control of the power of the storm. Jesus has authority and power to change the otherwise-fixed operation of the laws of physics and chemistry that determined the atmospheric weather, and that drove the huge waves.

10. Jesus is not just a human being. He also has the power that only God has, who created and controls the world and its physical laws.

11. When they first started crossing the lake, they wrongly believed that they could take care of themselves all right on the lake by their own knowledge and skills as experienced sailors who had fished on lakes all their lives. When the storm got bad, then they wrongly believed that the forces of nature were in control, and would destroy them. 

They were wrong to believe that the forces of nature would overpower and destroy them because Jesus had demonstrated his superior, supernatural power to them in many ways before this time. He had proved that they could trust him. And he had shown his care for people when he healed all the sick people who came to him, and even made wine needed for people at the wedding dinner. So surely Jesus would care about saving the disciples’ lives in the storm because that was a much greater need. Jesus' disciples had seen God's truth, power and care demonstrated in Jesus' words, character and powerful miracles. So they should have trusted Jesus, God's Son, in all circumstances, even in this terrible storm. So they should have believed that:

a) God has all power and cares for them;

b) God was with them in Jesus;

c) God does not make mistakes; 

d) Jesus had told them to go out on the lake, and that they would "go over to the other side." That is, they would actually get to the other shore (not sink to the bottom of the lake). They were following Jesus' command. They were obediently in God's plan for them. They should have known that therefore they would be safe in God's good plan for them;

e) Jesus would take care of them.

12. This event that the disciples experienced shows us that there is more to real existence than only physical matter and the laws of nature. A God exists who has power and control over the material world. The functioning, or operation, of the material world is not restricted to only the laws of nature: physics and chemistry. But there is another, greater reality that governs nature. God, though he is a non-material spirit, can interact with physical matter. God is greater and more powerful than the physical world. (In fact, since God created and sustains all else that exists, the universe is dependent on him, and fully under his control in all its parts in all places, and at all times.) 

Furthermore, the experience of the disciples also shows us that God is involved in our lives for his loving and good purposes for us. Therefore, we can trust God in the same way that the disciples should have trusted him in answer #11, above. God used this event to show that he has the ability and the will to take care of his followers. Like Jesus disciples back then, we, too, now, can see God's character, power and works. We can see that in the Bible, in Jesus Christ, and in the lives of people who trust in and follow Jesus Christ. Therefore, we should trust God and trust what he tells us in the Bible. If we accept Jesus as our Master and ask him to save us, as his disciples did, then he will take perfect care of us.

13. It is your choice to decide what you will believe and whom you will follow. Learn more about Jesus from the Bible, and see why it makes more sense to trust him than anything or anyone else. No other person, money or education can guarantee for us real security for this life, or eternal security for the next world. So give yourself to the Lord Jesus Christ, and ask him to save you.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 17

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Where do you look for help for life's greatest difficulties that you cannot solve by yourself?

University educated people are proud of modern man's scientific, technological knowledge and success. We think that now we have so much power to solve problems, and design and produce more and better products.

But modern human knowledge is used also to produce land mines and poison gas that have killed hundreds of thousands of children and adults. Medical science has made amazing advances. But all people still suffer and die—and always will, in this world. Man's knowledge and economic power cannot control hatred, wars, suffering, death and all kinds of evil. Maybe you face problems or sorrows in your personal life which are so great that no one can solve them. You feel helpless to do anything about them. 

Is there any hope for us? Is there any power that can save us from evil, destruction and death? Must all our lives end in tragedy, futility and nothingness? Or is there a Power of God that is greater than evil and death? Can that power purify our inner character from evil, fill our hearts with love and peace from God, and bring us into everlasting life? Jesus demonstrated the answer to that for us in the events reported in Luke 8:26-56.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 8:26-39

DEFINITIONS

8: 27 - Demons are evil spirits who had been angels serving God in Heaven, but later on they followed a chief angel, Lucifer—or Satan, the devil—when he rebelled against God. Satan uses his army of demons in his attempts to control and destroy people, and to ruin all of God's creation.
8: 27 - Demon-possessed means that demons lived in, and controlled, the man's body and mind. 

8: 28 - What do you want with me? This was the chief demon (or all the demons) speaking through the man, using the body and voice of the man. So it was not the man's own mind speaking, but the demon's. 
8: 28 - Don't torture me meant, "Don't send me (the demons) to the Abyss, the place of eternal darkness.” (See the definition of Abyss, below.)

8: 31 - Legion was a Roman military organization of about 4,000 to 6,000 soldiers. The conquering Roman legions represented power and fierceness that struck fear into the hearts of people. But this legion of demons was an evil spiritual force more powerful and fearsome than any human army. Here Jesus was opposed by massive evil power!

8: 31 - Abyss (NIV) eternal darkness (NCV) means the place of everlasting punishment for the evil, God-hating, destructive demons. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What did the demons’ power do to the man? See 8:27-29.

2. What authority and power did Jesus have?

3. The demons used their power for what kind of purpose or result?


4. What did Jesus use his power for? Compare what Jesus wanted to accomplish in contrast to what the demons wanted to do.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Receive Jesus' protection and power to prevent evil spiritual forces from controlling your life.

5. Demons do not completely control most people in the way that they controlled this man whom Jesus cured. But they can tempt us, suggest evil destructive thoughts and habits, and lead us into irrational fears, addictions, hatred, violence, doubts about God, etc. We cannot resist and overcome evil forces by human strength, by ourselves, alone. But we can successfully resist them by the power of God when we give ourselves to Jesus, and trust him to care for us. Does it seem to you that evil forces sometimes control your mind? If so, will you ask Jesus to rescue you?

NOTE: When you receive Jesus Christ to be your Lord and Savior, then you can have God's protection and victory that he promises in the Bible to Christians: 

Control yourselves and be careful! The devil, your enemy, goes around like a roaring lion looking for someone to eat. Refuse to give in to him, by standing strong in your faith. (1 Peter 5:8,9 NCV)
Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. (James 4:6-8 NIV)
GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 8:40-56

DEFINITIONS

8: 41 - Synagogue is the building where Jews, and converts to the Jewish religion, meet for their religious instruction and worship.

8: 47 – Came trembling because her bleeding illness made her “unclean.” God’s sanitary laws prohibited women with bleeding illnesses from touching anyone, or touching their clothes. In her desperate hope she had touched Jesus.

8: 48 - Daughter (NIV), Dear woman (NCV), is a term which shows Jesus' tender sympathy and love for the suffering, pitiful woman. It also showed his acceptance of a woman whose illness excluded her from society. Jesus made her completely well, normal, and a full member of the community. Jesus cares about people and their needs, like parents care about their children, feel their sufferings and want to help them.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

6. What motivated, drove, both Jairus and the woman to seek Jesus for help? See 8:41-43.

7. Many people were touching Jesus, not just that woman. How was the woman's touch different from the crowd's touches? See 8:43-47 and the parallel report in Mark 5:27, 28 printed below:

When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, because she thought, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed." (Mark 5:27, 28)
8. What healed the woman? Explain how there can be two "different" answers in these two verses:

a) 8:46

b) 8:48, and Mark 5:27, 28 (printed above).

9. Compare, or contrast, the woman with the man in 8:49 from Jairus’ house.

10. How, do you think, the parents felt when Jesus' travel to their house was delayed by the woman needing his help, and after the messenger’s bad news in 8:49? And how were they being tested, or taught, by that man's report? See 8:50.

11. What was the final result for the people who laughed at God's word (laughed at what Jesus taught in 8:52)? What feelings might they have at the end? See 8:54, 55.

12. What happened finally to the woman and the parents who sought, and trusted, Jesus and his power to help them?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Reach out to Jesus by faith and prayer, trusting him to save you.

13. Do you feel your need for God to save your life from evil, discouragement, sorrow and final death? Do you think that you by yourself can take care of your most important problems and needs? Or will you ask Jesus for his mercy and help?

14. Do you have only casual contact with Jesus, like the curious crowd that watched Jesus? Or are you earnestly seeking God and trusting his power to save you, like that woman did? Do you believe that if you reach out and touch Jesus by faith—even a little bit—that he will heal your mind and life?

15. Do you think, "If my problem were not so difficult, then maybe Jesus could help me? But my problem is too great for even God to solve!?" Or will you believe like the father of the dead daughter was told to trust Jesus’ power? Will you believe that Jesus will take care of you in every situation of life, and in every need you have, if you trust him fully? 

Luke Unit 17 Answers

1. The demons completely controlled the man. Their power gave him destructive, greater than natural, strength. People could not restrain or control that man or the demons. The demons were more powerful than any men except Jesus.

2. Jesus has greater power than the Devil and his demons. Jesus is the Judge of all people and all spirit beings. He can send the demons to their place of everlasting punishment. The demons knew that Jesus had God's authority to decide what would be done to them.

3. The demons used their power for evil and harm. They used it to control the man, use him for their purposes, and destroy him. They took away his dignity, making him naked. They took away his normal, useful, respected life in society. They were destroying him spiritually, socially and physically.

4. Jesus used his power to destroy the evil power and control of the demons. He gave the man a healthy, normal mind, and restored him to his family. Jesus showed the man Jesus' power as God. That gave the man faith in Jesus and made him a witness for Jesus.

5. God cares about you and wants you to have the full, healthy life that he designed and made you for. He wants us to live in close companionship with him, and receive his love, peace and joy. He wants to free people from evil and sin that destroy them and their relationship with God. If you earnestly ask God for that, wanting him with all your heart, he will come to you and rescue you. 

6. Their desperate need drove them to go to Jesus for help. Though the president of the synagogue could have been powerful and proud, he was humbled by his great sorrow over his dying daughter. The woman had no other hope or resource for healing. She had tried everything and everyone else. No human doctors' skills could cure her sickness, only God could.

7. The crowds pressed against Jesus physically more closely than the woman, who could hardly reach Jesus and touch only the edge of his coat. But her touch made a special, effective connection to Jesus because it was a touch of faith. She was confident that he could heal her. By contrast, most of the crowd was watching and hearing Jesus, but not believing that he is God, and not asking for God's power to save them.

8. These are not "different" causes of the healing, but are two combined, or complementary, cooperative causes. 8:46 shows that Jesus and his power healed her. Yet in 8:48 Jesus explains that the woman's faith also was necessary. It was her belief in Jesus that led her to reach out to Jesus and receive his healing power. (Notice the same need for faith in 8:50.)

9. One believed that Jesus could do what was humanly impossible. The other did not expect that Jesus could. The messenger thought that it was too late for Jesus to be able to help. He thought that now the problem had gotten too difficult for Jesus. So he would not ask Jesus for help. In contrast, the woman had full confidence in Jesus, even in seemingly impossible circumstances. No doctor had been able to cure her illness, yet she believed that, "If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed."

10. They must have been terribly discouraged. Maybe they began to lose all hope, ready to give up trying to get help from Jesus. Their faith was being tested. But Jesus did not let their faith be destroyed by the difficulty. He encouraged them with his promise, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed!" He taught them to trust him and his power—to trust that he is great enough to conquer any evil, even death.

11. Eventually they were proved wrong. They were put to shame for not believing Jesus.

12. They got what they asked Jesus for. The parents were amazed that Jesus could even make a dead person alive again. The woman received a full, normal life that gave her peace (and, certainly, great joy)! And even more important, they learned who Jesus really is, and they developed greater faith and grateful love for him.

13. The first, essential, prerequisite condition for receiving God's help is to know and admit your great need for him. You need to realize that no other person, power, science, method or resource in the world can solve the greatest problems of human life, and satisfy the deepest needs of your heart.

14. Do not worry that your faith seems to be too little. In your weakness, just reach out to Jesus in your heart by prayer in whatever way that you can. If you are serious about wanting God and his salvation (rescue of your whole person, whole life), he will answer your prayer and save you.

15. Nothing is too difficult for God. He loves you always, and has all power to save. God is greater than your enemies and your sin and your problems. Trust him completely.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 18

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- How does God communicate his message to you?

Christians report good news about God’s forgiveness and love for you, and about everlasting life with God in Heaven. When Christians tell those facts, do you accept that as a message to you from God himself? Or do you think, "Why should I believe them? They are just people like I. Where do they get the authority to tell me what to believe? If God would stand in front of me, and speak himself, then I would believe!"

Before you left your country, you applied for a passport. Your passport is your government's official written permission to leave your country, and to return to it. Your passport carries the authority of the highest level of your government. But even though it carries that authority, your Prime Minister, or head of the country, did not himself write a letter to you telling you that you could leave and return. It was just lower level clerks who told you the government’s laws and procedures to get the passport. Even though they were just lower level officials who signed your passport and gave it to you, their word and actions carried the authority of the highest level of government. They have that authority because that government appointed them, and they represent the government.

That is similar to how God gave us his official document, the Bible, many years ago, through his servants who wrote the message that God gave to them. And now God gives the Bible’s message to you today through people who know it, and whom God sends to you. God came to live on earth himself as a human person, Jesus, for only about thirty-four years. He came to show God to us, and to give his life to save us. But he planned that his message and salvation would be brought to all people of all nations in all centuries. So how would Jesus’ message and work be carried on after he returned to his eternal home in Heaven? In Luke 9 and 10 learn:

· who Jesus' messengers are, 

· how he prepared them, 

· what authority and power he gave to them, 

· what our responsibility is to receive and believe them, 

· and what the consequences are if we do, or do not, accept and believe God's messengers.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 9:1-9, and 10:1-24. Read both sections together before reading any questions.

DEFINITIONS

9: 1 - The Twelve, also called "apostles," were disciples of Jesus whom he appointed and sent to be special leaders to start the first Christian groups. Jesus selected twelve for special training at the beginning of his ministry. They traveled with him all the time during his three and one-half years of public ministry. They heard his teachings and watched his supernatural works. (One, Judas, betrayed Jesus. After Judas killed himself, he was replaced by another disciple who was faithful.) After Jesus returned to God his Father in Heaven, these apostles carried on his work and established the worldwide community of Christians, called the “church.” They reported about Jesus' life and teachings that they had seen and heard. They had seen Jesus' life, so they could report to the world about his teachings and power to save the world. They demonstrated the truth of their message by the power God gave them to do many miracles. Some of them wrote most of the New Testament part of the Bible themselves. Some gave the reports that were collected and written in the books “Mark,” and “Luke,” of the New Testament.

9: 1 - Demons are evil spirits who had been angels serving God in Heaven, but they later followed a chief angel, Lucifer—or Satan, the devil—when he rebelled against God. Satan uses his army of demons in his attempts to control and destroy people, and to ruin all of God's created world.

9: 2 - The Kingdom of God is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. Sometimes it includes the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect.

9: 3 – Extra tunic (NIV), extra clothes (NCV). This was a long garment worn next to the skin. Jesus told them not to go get a second, or extra, one. The disciples’ mission was urgent, so they must travel quickly, unencumbered by luggage. They must concentrate on the work Jesus sent them to do, and not worry about their own personal future needs. They could trust God and their hosts to take care of their material needs.

9: 5 - Shake the dust off your feet ... as a testimony against them showed that the responsibility for their rejection of God's messengers and God's message is not on the messengers. The responsibility for the rejection of God’s message remains on the people who rejected them. It is a warning that they are guilty of rejecting the opportunity that God sent to them, and that God will judge them for that. By rejecting the ambassadors whom God sent, they are rejecting God himself.

9: 6 - Gospel means “good news” from God about the arrival of God’s power to save (rescue from all evil) and of his rule as king.

9: 7 - Herod the Tetrarch was Herod Antipas, the tetrarch (governor) who, under Roman authority, governed Galilee and Perea from 4 B.C. to 39 A.D. 

9: 8 - Elijah was a famous prophet whom God had sent to Israel about 850 B.C. to turn people to God, and away from worshiping idols. God's Spirit had given Elijah great power to do miracles. The Jews of Jesus' time expected Elijah to return, or some powerful prophet like him to come, before God ends the world and judges it as he promised to do in Malachi 4:5, 6. John the Baptist had fulfilled that role and prophecy. Some people thought Jesus might be the promised "Elijah," but actually Jesus, God's eternal Son, is much greater than any human prophet.

9:9 - Herod .... tried to see him. Herod did not want to see Jesus in order to learn from God, or to believe in Jesus. Herod acted not from humility, but from his position of power, and to protect his dominance. He was worried about Jesus' power to do miracles, and his popularity with people. Herod already had killed God's messenger, John, who had criticized Herod for his sin. Now Herod does not want Jesus' authority and power to compete with, or threaten, his rule as Tetrarch.

10: 1 – Two by two means that Jesus sent thirty-five groups of two men in each group. In Old Testament laws, at least two witnesses were required to make a legally acceptable testimony. (Numbers 35:30 and Deuteronomy 19:15) They were proclaiming the good news that God’s kingdom and power had arrived, and that this kingdom and power were shown in Jesus Christ. They were witnesses of this.

10: 2 – Harvest in that farming culture was gathering crops and fruit for the owner of the farm, orchard or vineyard. Jesus used this term as an analogy or illustration of his gospel messengers. They would gather people to God, people who believed their message from God. These believers would belong to God and live with him forever. (Before this harvest time, the Old Testament prophets, John the Baptist, Jesus, and God’s Spirit had already planted the seed of God’s word, and had cultivated people’s faith.)

10: 2 – The Lord of the harvest is God’s Holy Spirit who employs and directs God’s workers, messengers.

10: 2 – Do not take a purse or bag or sandals. “The prohibition applies to the taking of an extra pair of shoes within one’s bag. Jesus has not commanded his messengers to travel barefoot.”
 Jesus wanted them to travel light—not carrying a bag full of possessions that would make travel more difficult, and to depend on God and on the hospitality of the recipients of their work of healing and teaching as God’s ambassadors. 

10: 4 - Do not greet anyone on the road because the mission is urgent, not casual. They should not delay carrying out their important, big task.

10:12-14 – Sodom … Tyre and Sidon were cities that were famous for their wickedness. God had judged and destroyed them hundreds of years before because of the totally corrupt, evil lives of all of their people.

10: 13 – Sackcloth and ashes. “In times of mourning and/or repentance, Israelites … would wear sackcloth (a coarse material usually made of camel’s hair, comparable to modern burlap) and either sit in ashes … or place ashes upon their heads.”

10: 2 – Trample on snakes and scorpions. These dangerous, poisonous, creatures represented the evil demon spirits that the disciples would defeat by Jesus’ authority and power.

10: 20 - Your names are written in Heaven means that Jesus' disciples' names are written in the member-ship book, or citizenship records, of God's kingdom. They will live in Heaven forever with God. Not only they will, but also all who believe their message about Jesus, and who receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior. To all who believe in Jesus, God gives the right to live with him in his eternal kingdom, Heaven.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What made these disciples qualified and able to be Jesus messengers? See Luke 9:1,2 and 10:1.

2. What special power and knowledge did those disciples have? See 9:1,2,6 and 10:17-19 and 22-24.

3. Why, do you think, did Jesus tell them to not take a purse with money during this travel?

4. Are those twelve, and seventy-two disciples, the only messengers that God planned to send? 10:2.

5. What qualifies a person today to be God’s messenger, or ambassador” 10:2b, 3 and 20-22.

6. Whose authority do God's messengers have? 9:1,2 and 10:16-19.

7. Therefore, what responsibility do people have to receive God's messengers and to believe the message that they bring to us? 9:5 and 10:16.

8. What consequences (results) will any person deserve and suffer who rejects God's messengers and God's message? 9:5 and 10:6, and 10:10-15.

9. What benefits will any person receive who welcomes God's messengers, believes the message God sent, and accepts Jesus? 9:1,2 and 10:5,9,20.

10. Summarize all that we discussed in this Bible study. How can we know the truth about God, his salvation, and everlasting life in God's kingdom in Heaven? Does this information originate from human thinking or ideas? From where can we learn it?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Believe God's messengers who tell you about the Lord Jesus Christ, and receive Jesus who has authority to govern your life and save you.

11. God speaks through his messengers. The first, foundational messengers are those whom God directed to write the Bible, including Jesus’ disciples. We have their reports and teachings in the Bible. Today God’s messengers are those around the world who bring God’s message from the Bible to us. Are you willing to let God teach you? And will you receive God's eternal Son, Jesus, and ask him to write your name in the membership record book of his kingdom in Heaven? 

Luke Unit 18 Answers

1. Jesus, who is “Lord” (10:1), appointed, commissioned, these disciples by his own authority and power as God. So they had the highest and necessary qualification—right and ability—to be God’s representatives, and to announce the message that God gave to them. And they had learned directly from Jesus himself. So they were the first, foundational witnesses, and were qualified to:

> start the Christian church, 

> establish the Christian beliefs correctly forever, 

> and write the New Testament of the Bible, which is the standard guide for the church.

2. They had power given to them by Jesus to defeat Satan the Devil and his demons, to miraculously heal sick people, to bring God’s peace to people (10:5) and to preach the gospel (good news of God’s kingdom rule and salvation coming to people (9:6 and 10:11). Jesus, the Son of God, had revealed God the Father to these disciples. That is, Jesus, being God himself, showed God to them by Jesus’ character, teachings and life. (:22) And they had special knowledge and experience because they were there at that time to see the power of God working by Jesus Christ’s authority to destroy evil and relieve suffering. They had “seen” and “heard” the results of Jesus’ power working through them. And before that, they saw that power working in Jesus’ own ministry. These special twelve men, or apostles, had traveled with Jesus, saw his work and miracles, and heard his teachings directly themselves. So they were the first, foundational witnesses.

3. Jesus was teaching his disciples to not be anxiously concerned about providing for their own needs. God was sending them out, so God will take care of them. They needed to learn to totally trust God and depend on him for everything that they needed. Their work was not for their own personal benefit, or for money, but to serve God, God’s purposes and people.

4. No. Jesus' first disciples had to be people who were appointed directly by Jesus himself. But Jesus told his disciples to ask God to send other workers besides them. That small number of original disciples could teach about God only in a limited geographic area, Palestine. But Jesus wanted Christianity to spread all over the world, as it did in the first century after him, and today. After the first disciples would die, other messengers would be needed throughout the centuries, and today. So, after those first special apostles, God appoints later messengers. They are pastors or ministers, missionaries, Bible teachers, and any Christian whom God sends to tell people what God's message in the Bible is, and what God did in their lives. 

5. They are people whom God himself by his Holy Spirit “sends out into his harvest field.” They get their authority and message from God, not from themselves or from human ideas or man-made organizations or religions. Their character and message and methods are the same as Jesus’ first messengers, his disciples. 

However, not just anybody can speak for God, or claim they have God's message. Some people want to be religious leaders, and have people follow them (not follow Jesus). But they do not know the true God through his Son, Jesus, who manifests God to us. Jesus said, "no one knows who the Father (God) is except the Son (Jesus), and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." Therefore God sends as his representatives only people who believe in Jesus and obey him. They are those whose "names are written in Heaven." And these messengers should be gentle, humble and vulnerable like "lambs" and "little children." Their effectiveness does not come from human wisdom (not "the wise and learned") or human power of personality or persuasion, but from God and his truth and power.

6. God in Jesus gave his first disciples their authority and power. They had God's own authority and power delegated to them. Then for the past 2000 years, and today, God gave his authority and power to his messengers whom he sends by his Holy Spirit (“the Lord of the harvest”).
NOTE: the first apostles of Jesus showed God's power by doing more miracles of healing than the average 

Christian sees happen today. God gave the first apostles special powers. Their powerful miracles accredited them as Jesus' special representatives whom he authorized to guide the first Christian community, and to write the New Testament. But even now in the present time God sometimes supernaturally heals people and does various other miracles when Christians ask him to do that. And usually God does these special, powerful works when a group of Christians pray together, rather than just working through one individual Christian leader. (It is not the Christians who have the power and do the miracles, it is God doing it when the Christians pray.) God sometimes does miracles today, especially in places that are very dark spiritually, or under powerful control of the Devil. However, the power God gives to most Christians today is not a display of spectacular physical miracles that impress everybody. Instead, it is the miraculous power to defeat temptation and sin, and to heal the spiritual sickness or death of people's souls. That brings people to spiritual, eternal life with God. That is a more difficult and important miracle.

7. We ought to accept and respect God's messengers as much as we should respect God himself. We should listen to and believe what they tell us, as though Jesus himself is speaking to us, and as though God himself is speaking to us. That is because God the Father sent God the Son—Jesus. And Jesus sent his apostles and his later messengers in our lifetime. God gave his messengers his message that carries God's authority.

NOTE: Some individuals and groups only claim to represent God and to bring his message, though they are not really sent by God. Before we believe what a person or group teaches about God, we should make sure that they really are God's messengers. Make sure that they are not "false prophets" from a non-Christian cult or a liberal, apostate church which calls itself "Christian," but has stopped believing the Bible and Jesus. We can evaluate their teachings by comparing their teachings with what God's prophets and apostles taught in the Bible. God appointed his prophets and apostles himself, and confirmed their authority by the power he gave them to do miracles. Another way we can know whether or not religious teachers are God's messengers is by whether or not they love, honor and worship the Lord Jesus Christ who is God the Son. Jesus said, "he who rejects me (God the Son), rejects him (God the Father) who sent me."

8. They will be guilty of rejecting God and God's help—his salvation. They will miss the opportunity of becoming members of God's kingdom (having their "names written in Heaven) when it was offered to them. ("The kingdom of God is near.") Having rejected God's kingdom, they will die and suffer God's final judgment on sinners. That loss and suffering is permanent. It will last forever, through all eternal time.

9. They will have God's healing and protection from the control of demons (9:1, 2). They will avoid God's final condemnation and punishment (10:10-15). They will know and have Jesus and God (10:16). They will have God's peace and great joy (10:20) in knowing that they will have the perfect life with God in Heaven forever where there will no longer be any physical or spiritual sickness. (10:9, 20)

10. We can learn about God and how he can forgive our sin and bring us into a relationship with him now and for eternity. We cannot learn those truths from scholars or books or universities that have only human wisdom and learning. We must learn those truths from God who reveals himself through Jesus and through his messengers and their message in the Bible. God reveals his truths to all who are teachable like little "children," people who trust him as their Father.

11. This is the most important decision you will make in all your life. The consequences are greater than any others are, both for this present life and for eternity after you die. You already are going in one direction. If you do not yet know God, listen to his messengers whom he sends to you. They offer God’s love and life with him. Accept God's message and turn to follow Jesus!


GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 19

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Why become a Christian?

If you were to decide whether or not to become a Christian—a follower of Jesus Christ—what reasons and motivations would determine your decision? Would you become a Christian because you are suffering some difficulties, and you want God to make your life easier, comfortable and successful? Or would you decide to believe and obey the Lord Jesus Christ because of these three more important reasons:

1) Christian beliefs are true, and you want to follow the truth wherever it leads you.

2) You owe loyalty and obedience to God who created the world and gave you life.

3) God loves you and created people to be his children to love him and to enjoy living with him forever?

In some countries the leader of the government has chief officials who seem very loyal to him. But then another powerful leader takes over the government, and the first leader goes into exile. Then some of those officials change their allegiance to the new leader because they do not want to go to prison or into exile. Therefore, what had motivated their former loyalty to the first leader and his policies?

Jesus calls people to follow him because of who he is. Is the reason and obligation to follow Jesus great enough to follow him even though we may have to give up something, or be persecuted? As you study Luke 9, decide who Jesus is, why you need him, and whether you will follow him—whatever it may "cost" you.

SECTION ONE

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 9:18-36. 

DEFINITIONS

9: 19 - John the Baptist was the last of the prophets of the Old Testament era. God sent him to prepare people to receive the coming Messiah, Jesus. John introduced Jesus and testified that Jesus is God's "lamb" sacrifice to take away the sin of the world, and that Jesus is God's Messiah to save the world. Herod, the Roman-appointed governor of the Jews, executed John. John had rebuked (criticized) Herod for the sin of adultery when Herod took his brother's wife.

9: 19, 30 - Moses and Elijah were the two most powerful leaders and prophets whom God gave to ancient Israel to teach and lead that nation. 

Moses lived from about 1520 to 1400 B.C. God chose him to be the first leader of Israel as a nation, and to write the first five books of the Bible. That included God's laws for Israel, and God's moral laws for all people. He was faithful to God and had an especially close relationship with him. God spoke to people through Moses. 

Elijah was courageous and bold in speaking out against the sins of the king and people of Israel. God showed that Elijah's message was from God by giving Elijah power to do amazing miracles. About 850 B.C. God took Elijah up to Heaven directly without passing through death. The Jews expected God to send Elijah back to earth before the Messiah came.

9: 19 - One of the prophets of long ago has come back to life. The people could not understand how Jesus had such supernatural power to heal the sick, feed the crowd, and do other miracles. The most spiritually powerful people that they knew were the prophets who lived in ancient times. Those prophets called on God’s power to work, and God did work some miracles through their prayers and action. But Jesus did much greater and more miracles by his own power as God. (John 5:15-18,21) So some of the people superstitiously thought that one of the famous prophets of the Old Testament had come alive to be the agent through whom God worked his miracles again.

9: 20 - The Christ of God. "Christ" was the title of a person specially commissioned with authority and power by God. In the Old Testament of the Bible, God had promised to send the Christ ("Messiah" in Hebrew language) to save people and to rule the world. "Of God" means that Jesus' authority or official position was not given to him by political or religious leaders, or by popular vote, but by God himself.

9: 22 - The Son of Man is the name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, and to rescue God's people.

9: 23 - Come after me or, follow me means to accept Jesus as our highest Lord, and to join his kingdom. It means to give, or use, one's whole life to follow Jesus' leadership.

9: 23 - Deny himself or, give up the things they want means to not be ruled or controlled by one's own will, but instead to be governed by God. It means saying "no" to any desires that conflict with what God wants us to do or have.

9: 23 - Cross. Jesus died on a wooden cross, the instrument Romans used to painfully kill people. The cross represents Jesus' loving sacrifice of himself to pay the penalty for people's sins so that God can forgive our guilt and save us.

9: 23 - Take up his cross or, give up their lives means to let go of our life and all that we own so that protecting those thing will not prevent us from doing right—whatever God tells us to do. That does not mean that all Christians will lose all their property or be killed for speaking the truth and obeying God, as Jesus was killed. But some do actually lose their property and physical life because they follow Jesus. For all Christians it does mean dying to self-will, and even being willing to die physically if necessary.

9: 26 - His glory is the visible power and greatness that Christ really has, but did not show openly to all the world during his first time on earth.

9: 26 - The glory of the Father is all of God’s power, greatness, highest status and honor that Jesus Christ, God's Son, has equally with God the Father.

9: 26 - (The glory) of the holy angels is the lesser, but still spectacular, power and beauty that God gives to his army of spirit-beings whom he created. These accompany Christ on his return to earth in the future—at the end of world history—to conquer the world's governments and armies who will oppose God.

9: 27 - Not taste death before they see the kingdom of God or, will see the kingdom of God before they die. This might mean that all those disciples (except Judas the traitor) would not die physically until after they had seen Jesus Christ with his kingdom power when he rose alive from the grave, ascended to Heaven, and established the Christian church which is the beginning of his world-wide eternal kingdom. Or else Jesus might be speaking about the power and glory of the Kingdom of God shown in Jesus’ “transfiguration” reported in 9:28-35. This event was a preview of Jesus’ future return to our world to rule as king over all.

9: 31 - His departure means Jesus’ “ascension.” This is the time when Jesus physically left this universe about 30 A.D. to return to his home with God his Father in the eternal Heaven.

9: 32 - His glory. Jesus radiated supernatural power, beauty and the transcendent majesty of God. His glory (described in 9:29) was greater and different in kind from the splendor of Moses and Elijah who were still alive and who came from God’s Heaven to appear in a brightly glowing physical form.

9: 33 - Put up three shelters or, tents, to stay and rest there for awhile, was Peter's attempt to give the same kind of honor to each one equally—to Moses, Elijah and Jesus. 


YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What were the three ideas that people in the crowds had about who Jesus Christ is? See Luke 9:19.

2. How was Peter’s understanding different from all the other people’s ideas? See 9:20. For a fuller statement of Peter’s reply, read Matthew 16:15-16 below:

"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am? Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
3. From where did (Simon) Peter get his correct recognition of Christ? Read Jesus’ reply to Peter in Matthew 16:17 below:

Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.”

4. The twelve disciples, like other Jews, hoped that God would send his Messiah (Christ) to establish his kingdom on earth immediately. They wanted a Christ who would rescue the Jews from the Roman's control of their country. How did Jesus' description in 9:22 of his mission compare with the disciples' expectation?

5. Jesus did not use his power as Christ to be popular with society's "important" leaders, or to protect himself from suffering. He was willing to give all that he had—even his life—in order to do what God the Father wanted him to do. He paid the price of being rejected by people, and suffering death, in order to do what was right and necessary to save other people. So what must we be ready to do in the same way if we follow Jesus? What is the “cost” of receiving and following him? 9:23-25.

6. What are the benefits of receiving and following Jesus as our Lord? 9:24-25.

7. What do people lose who reject Jesus Christ? 9:24-27.

8. Moses died 1,400 years before Jesus. Elijah died 850 years B.C. But here they are, talking with Jesus hundreds of years after their "death!" What does that show about what happens to God's people after death? 

9. The Jews gave the greatest honor to Moses and Elijah as men who best could lead them to know God, obey him, and receive God's salvation. Now Peter wants to put Jesus in the same class or category as those greatest religious leaders. That would put Jesus on an equal level with Moses and Elijah, not greater than them. What is the meaning of God's response from Heaven to Peter's suggestion? 9:33-35.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD – Do you choose to believe God, or to not believe him?

10. Who do you say Jesus is? Do you believe what God the Father in Heaven revealed to Peter, and what the Father spoke from the cloud about who Jesus is? Do you believe that Jesus is worth giving your life to? Do you now choose to believe him and give yourself to Jesus as your God and Savior? 


SECTION TWO

(If Section Two is studied at a separate, later time than Section One, read again the “Beginning Thoughts” written at the beginning of Section One.)

GOD'S WORD – Read again Luke 9:24-26, 28-29 and 34-35. Then read Luke 9:57-62. 

DEFINITIONS

9: 58 - No place to lay (rest) his head means that Jesus did not own or rent any house of his own. He had no home on earth. He constantly traveled, teaching and helping people. He stayed overnight wherever people invited him in, and other times slept outside on the ground.

9: 59 - First let me go and bury my father. This man wanted to delay his obedience to Jesus' command to follow him. He might even have wanted to wait until his father died, and then to distribute the inherited property. Burying a father usually was a proper family duty to do. But in this case, God’s call to follow Jesus, and to accept an assignment in God’s kingdom and work, is a higher duty, and should take priority.

9: 60 - Let the dead bury their dead meant that other family members could take care of their father. They were spiritually dead, and so could fulfill only those duties of the earthly life, a life that ends in death. Jesus wants to send disciples with spiritual life to bring the everlasting life of the kingdom of God to people.

9:61 - Let me first go back and say good-by to my family. This probably meant not just saying "good-by," but having a going-away party with family and friends. Jesus knew the motives and desires behind what people thought and said. Probably this man valued the enjoyment of life with family, and their approval of him, more than he valued obedience to God and a good relationship with God. Jesus used this man's reply to illustrate the truth that God must be first in our lives, even ahead of our family. And God has urgent work for us to do for him in this world.

9:62 - Puts his hand to the plow and looks back or, begins to plow a field, but keeps looking back means that he begins a job or task, but is not focused on it. He looks back, wishing that he were somewhere else, doing something other than the work assigned to him.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

11. Two men called Jesus "Lord." That means ruler, or God. One said that he would follow Jesus anywhere. But what did their replies, and Jesus' warning, show about how real, deep or complete their commitment to Jesus was?

12. What would those men miss, or lose, if they decided to not follow Jesus? See Luke 9: 24-26, 28-29 and 34-35. Also read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. (When you have time, read also Revelation 21:1-8.)

13. Jesus did not tell everyone to follow him in the sense of traveling with him from city to city during his three years of teaching and healing. Twelve men always were with him, and sometimes seventy men and some women. One man whom Jesus healed wanted to travel with Jesus, but Jesus said, “No, go to your hometown and tell people what great things God has done for you.” But all who believed Jesus were called followers. So what do you think it meant then, and means for us today, to decide to follow Jesus?


YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you let Jesus save you eternally, or will you try to get temporary security, and try to save your life by yourself?

14. Do you value anything more than God, and life with God? Does anything prevent you from obeying Jesus as Lord, and becoming a follower of Christ? What, or who, is the barrier that hinders or prevents you?

15. What is your answer to Jesus' question in 9:25? Which would be better:

a) to own all of the world, but lose your good character, and then die an everlasting death of body, soul and spirit, being rejected by Jesus (Jesus saying, "I am ashamed of him")?

b) or in this brief, present world to lose all your material possessions, people's approval, and your physical bodies, but to have God's approval and everlasting life with him?

16. Which do you choose now to do: a), or b), above?

Luke Unit 19 Answers

1. They thought that Jesus was one of the great prophets—John the Baptist, Elijah, or other ancient prophets who had come to life again and reappeared. All these were great men, but only human.

2. Peter recognized that Jesus is the Son of God, and the Christ (Messiah) whom God had promised in Old Testament prophesies to send to save the world.

3. Peter received his correct understanding about Jesus from God the Father, not from Peter’s own mind, nor from any other human person, either.

4. The mission of Jesus, God's Christ, was both different from, and also like, the disciples' expectation. Jesus was rejected by the religious and political leaders of the Jews during his life on earth. He first had to suffer and die to forgive the evil wrongdoing of people. Because he did that, then he could save the world and use his power to rule a people who gratefully love him and willingly serve him as their king. But the Christ not only would be rejected and killed, but also would be raised up alive again. Later he will return to earth with power and glory. Then he will be recognized as God, and will rule the world. (9:26) The disciples and other Jews did not expect God's Christ to suffer and die first, before coming back to rule the world. They expected him to be a powerful king to lead Israel and rule the world immediately.

5. We must be willing to be rejected and persecuted by people who hate us as people hated Christ. Some people hate Christians because they are loyal to Jesus more than to people, and are governed by God's perfect standards more than by their culture's standards. We must be prepared to lose all that we own, and to be killed, if necessary. 

6. We will save our true “self,” and have true “life” (now and forever). 

7. They will lose their life and true “self,” or person, that God designed and planned for them to be. They will never see God’s kingdom. So the material things, power and position that they gained in the world will all be lost when their bodies die. Then they will not have everlasting life with God. So the choice to protect material possessions and physical life more than loving and obeying God is a bad choice. Saving material possessions and physical life may seem better for a brief time. But God designed us to be like him, to love him and to live with him forever. This is the most essential quality of life. Therefore, we cannot have lasting peace, joy or happiness apart from God. In the long term, especially, we will see that it was better to give up what was less important, in order to gain what is more important and eternally lasting.

8. God gives us life that continues after death. And we keep our individual, conscious, identity (as Moses, Elijah, etc.). The self, or soul, is not absorbed along with other’s souls, into one all-encompassing spirit—“Nirvana." Each individual person continues to be the same conscious individual self that he or she was before, in his or her life on earth.

9. The meaning of what God said is, "This (Jesus) is my Son, not just my servant or prophet." (Jesus is not just a human being, like Moses and Elijah. He is deity—having God’s nature, or real being.) "You listened to Moses and Elijah before. Now I command you to listen to Jesus." Jesus' position and authority surpasses that of all human prophets and religious leaders whom God had sent before, and would ever send after.

10. What you choose to believe and act on will determine what kind of life you will have now in this world, and forever in God’s eternal world. What do you decide to believe and do?

11. Other things, other people, and the two men’s own desires were really more important to them than God and their relationship with him were.

12. They would lose life with God in this world and forever. They would lose the loving relationship with the greatest, best person there is: the ever-living, all-powerful, all-wise, loving Jesus Christ the Son of God who rules over Heaven and earth. They would lose the perfect, fulfilled, joyful, complete life that God designed us for, and that all people, deep in their hearts, want.

13. It means to put Jesus Christ first in our lives, ahead of everything else that we value and desire. It meant then and now to trust Jesus and to obey him.

 14. Think honestly about your past and present values, motives and life, and give your answer to yourself and to God. Try to recognize any influences in your mind and life that prevent you from trusting and following Jesus Christ.

15. People lose the eternal life from God if they want to protect their present life more than they want to follow Jesus, and to do what he wants them to do. People will live forever with God only if they value Jesus (9:24 - "for me") more than they value their life.

16. Trust God. Choose the Lord Jesus Christ. Choose everlasting life with God!

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 20

BEGINNING THOUGHTS – How can God work in your life to enable you to do all that you should do? 

Do your duties and responsibilities seem too heavy for you? Do you sometimes feel afraid that you cannot perform them well? Do you feel inadequate, unable, to do all that you should do? 

If you are a student, you want to successfully complete your studies. You do not want to fail your parents or those who provide the money for your study program. As a citizen of your country, do you ask yourself what you can do to improve the lives of your people, your society? If you are married, you want to make a happy home for your family, and train your children well, and maybe provide financially for them.

Do you worry about how you can do all of that? Or do you neglect some of your responsibilities, and let those people take care of themselves as best they can? In today’s Bible reading, we can learn from Jesus about how we can fulfill our responsibilities. Jesus’ followers saw that the people around them had a great need. Did they feel able to meet that need? Did they accept the responsibility to do it? How did they do it, finally? See what Jesus demonstrated to them and to us about how we can do all that we should do.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 9:10 - 17 

DEFINITIONS

9: 10 - Apostles were disciples of Jesus whom he appointed and sent to be special leaders to start the first Christian groups, called churches. Jesus selected twelve for special training at the beginning of his ministry. They traveled with him all the time during his three and one-half years of public ministry.

9: 11 - Kingdom of God is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. Sometimes it includes the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect.

9: 10 – The twelve disciples are the same group called “the apostles” in 9:10.

9: 14 - Five thousand men. Besides 5,000 men, there were women and children—maybe 15,000 to 20,000 people in total! It was difficult, or maybe impossible, for that many people to get enough food and lodging in the small nearby villages which they could reach that late in the day. They would have suffered hardship.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible.
1. What did the crowd of people need? See 9:11-13.

2. Luke 9:10 reports that Jesus took his disciples, “and they withdrew by themselves.” Jesus left the crowds so that he and his disciples could go to a private place to rest for awhile. They needed to recover from their busy, stressful, exhausting work (9:6) of healing and teaching the crowds. But while they still were tired, the crowds came to them again seeking more help from Jesus. How did Jesus feel about this interruption—how did he respond to the crowd’s needs? See 9:11

3. Jesus’ response to the crowd’s needs was also a lesson for his disciples. He was preparing them to love and to do God’s work in the same way that he did it. But to be fully prepared to do this, his disciples needed to learn some principles. For instance, were the twelve apostles (disciples) able to do what Jesus told them to do—to feed those thousands of people? q Yes, or  q No, or  q No and Yes See 9:13 – 17. Explain your answer. 

NOTE: They said (9:13b), “Unless we go and buy food for all this crowd.” They did not have nearly enough money to buy that much food. John 6:7 reports them saying further, “(even) eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” So they were saying that the crowd was much too large for the disciples to buy food for them.

4. Describe seven steps, or actions, that the disciples and Jesus took for the disciples to be able to feed the people. 

a) 9:12

b) 9:13a

c) 9:13b

d) 9:14

e) 9:15

f) 9:13b, 16a

g) 9:16

h) 9:16c-17

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.
5. What, do you think, did the twelve disciples think and feel when Jesus told them, "You give them something to eat?"

6. The disciples received power from Jesus to do what was impossible for them to do alone. That illustrates and teaches us how we should seek and receive God's power for our lives today. God commands us to love him with all our heart, mind and soul, to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, to forgive people who hurt us, to resist temptation, to never lie, never hate, never be selfish. Therefore, according to this lesson’s illustration about what the disciples learned, can you do all that God requires you to do? 

q Yes,  q No,  q No and Yes  Explain your answer.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Whose power will you trust and depend on?
NOTE: Jesus' miracles, like feeding this huge crowd from just five loaves and two fish, had three purposes. One was to take care of the temporary physical needs of these people at that time. Another purpose was to show Jesus' power, showing that he is God. The third purpose was to illustrate spiritual realities. Just as Jesus healed people's physical sicknesses, so he can heal their spiritual sickness of sin, guilt, and their condemnation and death in God's Judgment Day. Just as Jesus satisfied the physical hunger of people's bodies, so he can satisfy the spiritual hunger of people's hearts. Jesus can give people God's spiritual food which gives life with God forever. And Jesus was teaching his disciples to pass on to people that spiritual food which he gave to the disciples. 

7. Do you depend on your own abilities and resources to provide for your needs and other people's needs by yourself alone? Or do you take your problems to Jesus and receive his power to make you able to provide for your and others' needs? As a result of what you learned from this study, what will you do differently?

Luke Unit 20 Answers

1. They needed to hear what Jesus knew about the "kingdom of God." Some needed to be healed. And all, or most, needed food.

2. Jesus showed compassion for them. He welcomed them, and did not refuse to help them. He healed them physically, and gave them what they needed even more than physical healing. He taught them how to enter God’s kingdom, and to have everlasting life with God.

3. No. They could not do it from their own resources or ability. It was humanly impossible. But Yes! They could, and did, do it by Jesus' power enabling them to do it. Jesus fed the crowd of people through his disciples. 

4. a) The disciples took the problem—people's need—to Jesus, asking him to do something about their need 


for food. 9:12


b) Jesus told the disciples to provide what the people needed. 9:13a


c) The disciples realized their inability by themselves to do it. 9:13b


d) Jesus showed them how to do it. 9:14


e) a) The disciples trusted Jesus. They trusted that he knew what he was doing, and that he would make some way to feed the people. b) So they obeyed Jesus and followed his directions for how to do it. They made the people sit down to be prepared to be fed, and they started passing out the little bit of bread they had. They began even though they did not understand how Jesus would make it work out okay. How embarrassing it would have been for the disciples if the people never got any food then. It required faith—the disciples had to believe and trust Jesus—in order to obey his instructions. 9:15


f) The disciples gave to Jesus whatever resources they did have—the five loaves and two fish—instead of just trying to use those insufficient resources to feed the people directly by themselves.


g) Jesus prayed and divided the loaves. He put his power into those resources. That power can be seen when the food supernaturally multiplied to become enough to feed thousands. 


h) The disciples took from Jesus those little resources, which now were empowered by Jesus, and they fully fed the huge crowd.

5. They probably thought, "Jesus is asking us to do something impossible! The people's needs are too much for us. We feel inadequate and helpless to do what Jesus tells us to do, to take care of these people's needs."

6. No. We are morally too weak and sinful to be perfect as we should be. We cannot do it by our own efforts or strength. But yes, we can when Jesus' power makes us able! Jesus wants to live in us by his Spirit, and enable us to be and do what we should. God never asks us to be or do what we cannot become and do by his transforming power. We just must let God work in us and through us, as he did through those disciples.

7. Whatever you have done in the past is not as important as what you decide now. You can decide to trust and depend on the Lord Jesus now, and for your future.


GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 21

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What kind of power do you want, and how can you get it? 

A friend of mine once told me about the police in her country. She said that they enjoyed showing their power over people. Some of them could not be successful in other jobs, she said, so they became policemen. Their uniform and gun gave them a feeling of power. They were not as interested in protecting the people, as they were interested in ruling over them. Something in corrupt human nature makes people want to have power to control other people, and to not submit to anyone else—not even to God.

Would you rather be honest, humble, kind, forgiving, good, and sometimes suffer for that, or would you rather have power over other people, and do whatever you want? Also, is your attitude toward God humility, or is it arrogant pride? Do you want to have the power or ability to solve your problems by yourself alone without God's help, or are you willing to admit your need for God, and willing to ask him for help?

Today's study in Luke 9 shows some important lessons that Jesus' disciples learned from Jesus about this. As you read about the attitudes and values that Jesus taught, think about what difference these could make in the way that you think and live.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 9:37 -56 

DEFINITIONS

9: 39, 42 – Evil spirit . . . demon is a spirit person who had been an angel serving God in Heaven, but later followed a chief angel named Lucifer—or Satan, the devil—when he rebelled against God. Satan uses his army of demons in his attempts to control and destroy people and ruin all of God's creation.

9:39 – Convulsions are uncontrollable, violent, jerking movements of the body.

9:44 - The Son of Man is the name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, and to rescue God's people.

9:44 - Betrayed into the hands of men means that Jesus was going to let his enemies take him and kill him. Jesus knew that his disciple, Judas, would be a traitor, acting against the trust that people had in Judas who pretended to be a loyal disciple of Jesus. Judas arranged for the Jewish leaders to capture Jesus.

9:47 - A Child did not have authority, power, rights, or a position of honor in that society.

9:51 – Taken up to heaven was when Jesus, the eternal Son of God, returned to his home in God’s Heaven where he had lived with God his Father in eternity before he created the universe. Jesus physically left the earth for Heaven about fifty days after he died on the cross for our sins, about 47 days after he arose alive from his grave, victorious over death.

9:53 – Did not welcome him because he was heading for Jerusalem. The Samaritans hated the Jews of Jerusalem, and the Jews despised the Samaritans, and were prejudiced against them. So when Samaritans saw that Jesus was going to Jerusalem (the major city of the Jews) to offer God’s love and help to the Jews, those Samaritans did not want to have anything to do with Jesus.

9: 55 - Fire . . . from heaven. The disciples wanted to ask God to send fire to punish this village. They thought God should do what he did in the Old Testament time when he sent judicial and cleansing destruction of the completely evil people of Sodom and Gomorrah (Luke 17:29 and Genesis 13:13; 18:20 and 19:24). God, as ruler and judge of the world, acts to purify and remove evil from the world. But first he is patient, waiting for, and wanting, people to change their hearts and evil ways of living. He wants to forgive people, not condemn them. But in order to be forgiven. they must accept God's forgiveness and help to change their hearts and behavior. They must finally become willing to submit to God and his forgiveness.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible
1. Describe the power of the evil spirit (demon). What could the demon do, and what was the limit to his power? 9:39-42

2. When the crowd was amazed at Jesus' power over the demon, how did Jesus respond? 9:43,44 (See also 9:20 - 22)

3. What did the disciples want, or desire, in 9:46?

4. Jesus had given power to the disciples to drive demons out of people. (See 9:1) Now they saw someone else who had the same power from God to drive out demons as they had. How did they respond to that? 9:49

5. When the Samaritan villagers refused to welcome Jesus, how did James and John react? Why? What do you think they cared about besides the rejection of Jesus? 9:52-54

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.
6. How was James’ and John’s attitude now in 9:54 the same as their attitude was in 9:46?

7. What were the lessons that Jesus was teaching them in 9:43-44 and :46-48, and how did the disciples’ attitude show that they had not learned those lessons, as seen in:



a) 9:46-48 ?


b) 9:49-50?


c) 9:51-55?

8. How was Jesus' attitude different from the attitude the disciples had at that time in their lives?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Choose what you will value most.
9. Which do you want most: 

> to be praised and liked by people, or

> to please God?

Do you want most:

> a position of importance which the world of people can give to you, or

> a place in heaven with God, with everlasting life which only God can give to you?


Luke Unit 21 Answers 
1. The demon controlled the boy, and was destroying him and bringing terrible distress and sorrow to the father and his son. No person who was only human had been able to conquer that demon. But the demon was not greater than Jesus, "the Son of Man" (and Son of God). Jesus ordered the demon to leave the boy. The demon had to obey Jesus and leave.

2. Jesus warned his disciples that men would reject him. He did not expect to become a powerful leader by being praised, honored and liked by the crowds. He was willing to be rejected by people and to suffer for speaking the truth, doing right, and obeying God his Father. 

3. Each one wanted to be recognized to be greater than the other disciples are. Jesus had shown them a different attitude in his example of the way that he humbly served other people. But each disciple still selfishly wanted glory and prominence for himself.

4. They tried to stop that man, and probably were asking Jesus to stop him.

5. The disciples' authority and status was derived from their leader’s, Jesus', authority and status. They felt identified with him. So when Jesus' authority and importance were rejected by that Samaritan village, the disciples felt that they themselves (not just Jesus) were insulted and rejected. They cared about their own popularity, glory, status and egos, not just about Jesus’ honor. They reacted with anger and hostility. They wanted to punish and destroy these Samaritans.

6. In both cases they wanted prominence for themselves. Each disciple wanted other people to honor them and to recognize their power and position.

7. a) 9:46-48 – The disciples selfishly wanted social position, status and power. Jesus taught the disciples to be willing to take a lesser, child-like, humble position and role to serve others. Then God will give them honor himself. That servant attitude is Jesus' attitude, and is true greatness. People should be humble enough to care about ("welcome" or accept) little children (made by God in his image: "in my name") more than they care about selfish advantage and gaining status from influential people. People who receive little children like that will also receive Jesus who came humbly to us. (See the same in Matthew 20:20-28.)

b) 9:49 - The disciples wanted to keep control of God's power and work. They wanted to keep it for themselves alone so that they would be recognized as the greatest leaders, for their own personal glory and reputation. But God's power and glory do not belong to people. The power is in Jesus ("in your name"). God works through anyone he chooses, who is in agreement with ("for") him and his disciples.

c) 9:51-55 - The disciples wanted revenge when they were insulted by the people's rejection. They wanted to show their power. They were not patient with people's sin. They were not willing to suffer mistreatment, as Jesus was willing to suffer. God does not want to destroy or punish people for their evil doings. But at the end he does leave people alone to die ("went to another village"), as they choose for themselves when they reject him.

8. Jesus did not want to use his power and status as God for his own advantage and glory, or to get people to make him king and serve him. Instead, he came to serve other people. He was willing to be not recognized as God. He was humble. Jesus wanted to serve other people, rather than to serve his own needs. He worked to give people better lives physically, better character spiritually (correcting his disciples), and everlasting life with God in the Kingdom of God. He did this at a great cost to himself, willingly suffering death because of our sins against God.

The disciples had a completely different attitude. They wanted to get praise and honor from people. Jesus had given them power to heal people, cast out demons, and preach. They wanted to use this position to get people to honor them as great leaders and important people. They wanted high social status and power. They were trying to get their value and importance as persons from people, rather than from God. Later, these disciples changed after Jesus sacrificed his life, and rose alive from the dead, and God's Holy Spirit filled them. But this shows that God saves ordinary, sinful people, which even these special disciples were. We do not have to be good to come to God and be used by him. God takes us just as we are, in our sin, and changes us, if we let him.

9. Make your choice. Tell God, and live according to that decision so that people can see what you choose.



GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 22

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What can you do to earn God's favor and everlasting life? 

There is a story about a slave who was being sold in the slave market about 150 years ago. This slave was big and strong and looked like a good worker, so the price for him was bid very high. But he hated the slave masters, and was determined to resist them and do as little work as possible. As slave owners were bidding to purchase him, he noticed that one man had a gentler voice and a look of sorrow in his eyes. That man won the bidding, and paid a very high price for him. After they left the market, the owner said to the slave, " I hate the slave trade, and I keep no slaves myself. So I came here not to get a slave, but to set one free. I purchased you, so now you can go free and leave. 

The slave replied, "But I've been just a slave, so I have no money to pay you. I cannot buy my freedom from you, or repay you." The man replied, "You don't understand. I am giving you a life of freedom at my own expense." In astonishment, the slave said, "Do you mean that you are not going to force me to serve you?" "That's right," said the man. "You may leave now, and go where ever you want to." But the slave replied, "If you do such as that for me, then I want to serve you! I will not leave you, but I will be your willing servant all my life!"

That story illustrates a most important teaching of the Bible. In today's Bible study we see a man who asked Jesus a question about deserving to have everlasting life with God. What do you think you must do to get everlasting life from God, a life free from the control of sin, sorrow and death? What do you think you must do to deserve God's love, favor and acceptance? That is the question that an expert in the Jewish religious laws asked Jesus. Let us see what answer Jesus gave to him—and to us! Jesus' answer here was meant only to show the man that he was trying to get it in the wrong way. In our study today, we will go further to see the right way, God's way.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 10:25 - 37 

DEFINITIONS

10:25 - Expert in the law was a recognized scholar of the Old Testament laws given by God, and of the later religious laws and traditions made by Jewish religious leaders. He studied, interpreted and taught the laws in the Jewish schools and synagogues. He had authority in their society to act as a judge, deciding questions of law.

10:25 - Inherit eternal life means to receive God’s gift of a new kind of life in relationship with God now, and a place to live forever in God’s perfect, everlasting kingdom after our body dies.

10:25 - Test. The purpose of this test was to look for errors or incompetence.

10:26 - By “the law,” Jesus meant the law that God gave in the Old Testament. That is different from, and in contrast to, the religious rules that were added later by Jewish religious teachers.

10:29 - Justify himself (in the NIV translation, which correctly translates this phrase here) means that he was trying to prove that he was okay by finding some reason or excuse for his failure to completely obey God’s laws.

10:32 - Levite was a member of the tribe of Jews who were workers in the temple, but of lower rank than the priests were.

10:33 - Samaritan was a person living north of the central area of the Jews. Centuries before, some lower-class Jews had intermarried with non-Jewish people living there. So Samaritans were partly Jew and partly non-Jew ethnically and religiously. The Jews despised and shunned the Samaritans, and thought they, the pure Jews, were superior to the Samaritans and more faithful to God's laws. Most of the Samaritans hated the Jews.
YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible (The questions in this section can be answered briefly)
1. What did the lawyer (expert in the law) want to get, according to his first question? See 10:25.

2. His question showed that he thought that he could get it how—by what means? 10:25

3. How did Jesus answer him? 10:26

4. Did the lawyer already know what he should do, even before he asked the question? 25-28. 

5. Did the lawyer thank Jesus, and go to obey his command? What was the lawyer's response to Jesus' command to do what God’s law required? 10:29

NOTE: The New International Version translation is more accurate here than the New Century Version. If you are using the NCV, use instead the NIV translation printed here:

(10:29) But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 
6. Explain in your own words who our neighbor is. And how should we love our neighbor? 10:30-37

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.
7. Why did the lawyer ask Jesus that question? What was the lawyer’s primary motivation, and what was not his primary motivation? (Motivation means the real reason in his heart for asking the question.) 10:25 

8. But now who is the judge—the person asking the test question? And who is the one being tested? :26,28

9. The lawyer asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” He thought that he was able to do something well enough, to live a good enough life, to be qualified to inherit eternal life. Do you think that he was doing what the law required—perfectly loving God and his neighbors? Did he deserve to get eternal life from God?

10. The lawyer's question showed what he thought about how a person gets eternal life. How did his thinking differ from the Bible's teaching quoted here from the books of Romans and John?

As the Scriptures say: "There is no one who always does right, not even one. . . .” But God has a way to make people right with him without the law, and he has now shown us that way which the law and the prophets told us about. God makes people right with himself through their faith in Jesus Christ. This is true for all who believe in Christ, because all people are the same: All have sinned and are not good enough for God's glory, and all need to be made right with God by his grace, which is a free gift. They need to be made free from sin through Jesus Christ. God gave him as a way to forgive sin through faith in the blood of Jesus' death. . . .

When people sin, they earn what sin pays—death. But God gives us a free gift—life forever in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 3:10, 21-25a; 6:23 TEV)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16 NIV)
11. The lawyer's second question, and his reason for asking that question, show whether or not he was doing what God's law required. Had he qualified for eternal life? How did his asking that question show that? See 10:29 in the NIV translation.

12. Did Jesus let the man have an excuse for his failure to love all people—to love even people of a different racial group, such as the despised and hated Samaritans? 10:37

13. The lawyer was able to answer all of Jesus' questions correctly. So before that time, he had already known the truth about what was right to do. So what was the lawyer's real problem?

14. The lawyer had not kept God's most important laws of love. So did he deserve to get eternal life?
YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD – Whom will you trust to get you into God’s eternal kingdom?
15. Have you loved God fully with all your heart? Were you kind and merciful to every person you lived with, doing for them what you want people to do for you?

16. Do you think that you are good enough to live a perfect life, and to perfectly obey all of God's laws now and in the future?

17. Then how can you get everlasting life with God, according to what you learned from this Bible study, including the Bible references quoted in question 9, above? After answering this question, then read the note of explanation below:

NOTE: Jesus' answer to the lawyer's question about "What must I DO to . . ." was just a first step to explain how the lawyer could actually get eternal life. First Jesus had to show the lawyer that he was wrong in thinking that he could earn eternal life by what he himself could do—by his own efforts or own goodness. If the lawyer would take the first necessary step of admitting his sinful heart and inability to save himself, then he could depend on Jesus to save him. He could ask God to forgive him and to give him the undeserved gift of eternal life by God's kindness, mercy and grace. 

Luke Unit 22 Answers 
1. The lawyer wanted (or pretended to want) to get (inherit) eternal life after death.

2. He asked what he was required to DO to be qualified to get everlasting ("eternal ") life. His question implied that he could do something good that would earn eternal life for him, or make him deserve to get it.

3. Jesus answered him by asking him to answer his own question himself from God's written law that the lawyer knew so well.

4. Yes. He quoted what God’s law required in the Old Testament, Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. 

5. No. The lawyer did not accept and obey Jesus' answer and command to love everyone (even Samaritans). Instead, by asking, “Who is my neighbor?” he tried to limit his responsibility by narrowing the range of the word, “neighbor,” to not mean everyone. NOTE: Leviticus 19:18 commands the Israelites to love primarily fellow Israelites. But in the Old Testament, Deuteronomy 10:17-19, God commanded them to also love even the foreigners, aliens, who lived among them.

6. Our neighbor is anyone on our “road” who needs our help. It is anyone whom we encounter, or are close to, whose need we can see and help. A neighbor is someone we could treat with mercy, even if he is from a despised, or enemy, group of people. Loving a person means caring about him enough to help him when he has a need that we can so something about.

7. The lawyer was not asking for guidance for himself, as he pretended to do. He was not trying to be sure that he was doing right and pleasing God. Rather, he wanted to "test" Jesus. He was not seeking truth or wisdom, but rather, he thought he knew more than Jesus did. He wanted to be a judge over Jesus to catch him making an error. He hoped to prove that Jesus was wrong, so he could reject Jesus and his authority.

8. Jesus is the examiner now. He tests the lawyer's knowledge of God's law by using a question. Then Jesus "grades" the lawyer’s answer—saying that it was correct. Jesus further tells him what he should do. He commands the lawyer to obey that law. Jesus shows his authority as God to interpret his laws and to judge.

9. The lawyer’s question about “who is my neighbor” shows that he had not loved everyone (such as the Samaritans), and probably did not want to. That shows that human nature—his and everyone’s—does not obey, or follow, God’s law of perfect love. We are morally corrupt, and unable to do all that we should to be good and to be fit to live with God.

10. The lawyer said, "What must I DO to inherit (get) life forever (in God’s kingdom in Heaven)?" His question implies that he could do what God required if he only knew what that was. He thought that all that he needed was to know what he should do, and then he would be able to choose that right action and do it fully. He thought he could earn or deserve eternal life by his own goodness or performance—by perfect obedience to God's laws. But the Bible says that every person has failed God's standards of goodness. Everyone has broken God's laws and failed. So the only way we can get eternal life is to receive it as a gift from God. We cannot earn it. Only Jesus was perfect, and he earned it for us and offers it to us as a free gift. We only need to believe Jesus and accept him and his gift of life.

11. No, he had not earned eternal life. By asking, “Who is my neighbor?” he tried to find a way to get around God’s requirement to perfectly love his neighbors. He tried to find a way to not be judged guilty of failing God's law. His need to try to justify, or excuse, himself shows that he knew that he did not love some people as God's law required. He tried to limit the kinds of people whom he should love, so that he would not have to completely obey that law of love.

12. No. Jesus said that obedience to God's law required that the lawyer should love people in a way that the lawyer was failing to do—to love all people.

13. His real problem was not that he did not know what was right to do, but that he did not do what he should do, and did not really want to do it (desire to do it). He wanted to avoid the truth that would show that he had failed to obey God’s important command. He wanted to "justify himself"—to find a way to escape the truth, and maybe to reject Jesus and his authority and teachings.

14. No. So therefore his even greater problem was that he was trying to depend on his own goodness, on what he could do to deserve eternal life. He did not understand that his own efforts and goodness could not qualify him to get eternal life. He must depend instead on God's forgiveness, grace and undeserved gift of eternal life.

15. Answer to yourself honestly.

16. Tell God your answer.

17 You, and anyone, can get eternal life not because we deserve it, but because God will give it to us as a free gift if we believe Jesus. We just need to trust him to forgive our sins and save us by his goodness, not by our own goodness. 



GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 23

BEGINNING THOUGHTS – Are you so busy doing “important” duties so that you have no time for God, no time with God? 
What is real friendship—the kind that we want most of all? Do you want to have a best friend because of what favors he or she can do for you (for help to get a job or promotion, or for political, social, economic or academic advantages)? Or do you want a best friend because you want just friendship?

Do you think that God needs you because he wants you to do some favor or work for him? Or does God just want a close, loving, trusting, respectful relationship? Does God care more about what you can do for him, or does he care more about what you can receive from him? Do you think that God is like a supervisor or boss whom you have to work for? Or do you think that God is like a loving Father, a friend or a respected professor that you can enjoy spending time with and listening to? Look for the answer to those questions as you read and think about the two different ways that Martha and Mary related to Jesus, and what Jesus said about them.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 10:38 -42 

DEFINITIONS

10: 40 - All the preparations and :41 - many things imply that Martha was preparing a great, fancy dinner, not just the essential food. The words in the original Greek language literally mean “much service.”

10: 40 – Distracted literally means “drawn away from centering around” Jesus. It has the sense of being pulled away by many peripheral concerns or less important details, losing sight of what is most important to give attention to.
10: 40 – “Has left me” indicates that Mary had been helping Martha prepare the meal, but then was drawn to Jesus to listen to his teaching. 
10:41 – “Martha, Martha.” Repeating her name this way expresses tender, caring pity for a dear friend. It shows gentleness, but sorrow, for what she is thinking and doing.

10:42 - One thing needed (one thing important -NCV), means that even though other matters may be good and important, only one matter is most important, or absolutely necessary.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible
1. Whose home was it that Jesus went to? See 10:38.

2. Who also lived in that home, or came to it when Jesus came? 10:39

3. What was Mary doing, and what was Martha doing? 10:39, 40

4. How did Martha feel about what Mary was doing, sitting and listening to Jesus? Was Martha willing to let Mary benefit from learning from him when Mary had this special opportunity to do it? 10:40b

5. Do you think that Martha was “worried and upset” because she could not be near Jesus and learn from him like Mary was? Or was she upset because she was doing more work than Mary was doing? 10:40b

6. What was Martha’s attitude toward her guest, Jesus? How did she treat him in what she said to him in verse 40?

7. Martha and Mary had Jesus with them for just a little while as he was traveling from town to town. What was the "one thing needed" ("one thing important" -NCV), or "what is better," at such a time? 10:42

8. To avoid misunderstanding what Jesus was teaching Martha, we must see it as a part of the whole teachings of God in the Bible. God wants us to responsibly fulfill our duties, to work hard, and to serve people. Read Colossians 3:23-24, Mark 10:42-45, and Ephesians 4:28. 

But God wants us to have the best values, the right priorities, also. He wants us to understand what is most important in any situation or choice that we have to make. There are many “good” things that we could have or do. But the “good” can be the enemy of the “best.” The “good” is not really good if we are so busy doing or getting something “good” that we have no time, energy or interest left to do or to get the best. In the light of this understanding, read John 6:5-15, 24-29 and 35. Then read again Luke 10:41-42 and explain Jesus' analysis, or description, of Martha's attitude. What was wrong in her attitude? (Attitude means how we choose to believe, value and feel about people, our self, and our situations. Our attitude directs how we respond to those.) After explaining it yourself, then read answers for questions 7 and 8 on the answer sheet.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.
9. Jesus was God living on earth as a man to rescue us, to show us his love for us, and to tell what he wants us to know and do. Therefore, according to what God taught through Jesus, what attention does he want us to give to learning from him, and what importance to place on knowing God and desiring to be close to him and enjoy his loving companionship?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Choose what is better.
10. Are you trying to get praise or self-worth by showing what a good job you can do, and showing how skilled or good you are? Will you "choose what is better?" Will you make it your most important goal to get to know Jesus, and to have a loving, close, learning, obedient relationship with God?


Luke Unit 23 Answers 
1. Martha's home. The report says “her” (Martha’s) home. Martha “welcomed,” or opened her house to Jesus. So either she alone owned the house, or at least was the senior person in charge.

2. Mary.

3. Mary was sitting close to Jesus, and listening to his teaching. Martha attention was focussed on preparing the dinner.

4. Martha was angry at her sister and at Jesus because Mary had left helping Martha. Martha was thinking about herself and her rights, thinking that she was not getting the respect that she deserved as the senior sister and hostess. She was not happy to let her sister benefit from Jesus’ teaching.

5. Martha complained that her sister had left her “to do all the work by herself.” If her main concern had been that she was missing the opportunity to sit and learn from Jesus, she could have had that opportunity by preparing a simpler, quicker meal, instead of making “all the preparations” that she did, and being concerned about “many things” of lesser importance. She did not want to do more work than her sister was doing. She may have wanted to be with Jesus, but was more concerned about making a big dinner and getting credit (praise) for being a good hostess. 

6. Martha accused Jesus of “not caring” that Mary let Martha do more than her share of the work. Martha wanted not only to exercise control over her sister, but also to get Jesus to do what she thought he should do—to enforce justice between her and her sister. Martha did not treat her guest with respect, and she did not have a humble, learning attitude towards the Teacher, the Son of God.

7. Jesus would be with them for only a brief time. This was a special opportunity to learn from him about God, about how to live now, and about how to get everlasting life with God. So the better thing was what Mary had chosen: to be near Jesus, and to learn from him. Learning about God’s eternal kingdom, and being in relationship with God in Jesus, is more important than the pleasures and duties of the present, temporary world—whenever we must choose between the two. God wants us to do both usually—to fulfill our work responsibilities well, and to enjoy the natural pleasures of life that God created, but especially to know and love God and our friendship with him. Sometimes we must decide which is more important and desirable. Then we must choose the best and most important one, and let go of the other.

8. Jesus said that Martha was worried about “many things,” but that Mary had chosen “what is better.” Martha was too much concerned about material things (and maybe about getting praise for her much work as a hostess). She was concerned about that more than she was concerned about the one most important matter. That most important matter is learning spiritual, eternally valuable information from God through Jesus, and enjoying loving fellowship with Jesus, staying close to him.

9. God wants us to be like Mary. And he wants us to understand that we do not have to win his favor by doing many "good" things, like Martha thought she had to do. He offers himself to us in a relationship that is freely given to us by God. He wants us to desire—most of all—to be near him, to have a loving relationship with him, and to want to learn from him and obey him.

9. Decide, and think of how you will act on your decision—what you will change in your life to live out that new priority.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 24

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Who can give you what you really need? 

Imagine that you are invited by the head of state of your country—Prime Minister or President—to meet privately with him. He is a very wealthy and powerful person. You would not have had this privilege of access to him except that you and he have a mutual friend who introduced you to him. So he is giving you the special privilege of talking with him and saying honestly and boldly whatever you want to say. 

What would you say to him? Think about that, and write down two or three matters that you would want to talk about. Write them here before reading further:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Analyze what you wrote. Did you ask for favors that he could do for you, or things he could give you? Or did you thank him for giving you this opportunity to talk with him and to get to know him and maybe become friends? Did you criticize his governmental policies and ask him to change some laws? Or did you commend him and thank him for governing in a wise and fair way, and express your loyalty to him? Did you ask him how you could be a better citizen and assist him in his leadership?

How would you feel about talking with such a person? Would you feel afraid, honored, angry, humbled, grateful, or . . . what?

That kind of opportunity for you to speak with such a person may seem impossible. But actually you do have an invitation like that—even much greater than that. The Ruler of the whole universe invites you to meet him and talk with him! You can be brought into the presence of God himself if you know a "mutual friend:" Jesus Christ. Jesus is even more than a mutual friend. He is the Son of God and the Savior who can bring us to God. 

When you talk with God, what should you say to him? Let's find answers to these questions from that person who can bring you to God. Read his answer in Luke 11.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 11:1-4

DEFINITIONS

11: 1 - John was the prophet John who came just before Jesus, and who led people to repent of their sins and to follow Jesus. 

11: 2 - When you pray. Jesus was teaching his disciples how they could pray. Prayer is talking with God. God knows what every person prays in any language. To understand who has the right to pray this prayer, and to understand the attitude of mind it requires, we must first know these facts below:

· Jesus’ disciples already believed in God and in Jesus (believe who he is, and trust him). People who believe in Jesus, God's eternal Son, become God's children. As God's children, they have the privilege of asking God to provide everything they need. They receive the special care that their Father in Heaven gives to his children. Other people, those who choose to live apart from God and do not obey him, have no right to get help from God by praying to him. 

· People should not pray to God just to make God their servant—to give them what they want. They should pray to God as their Ruler, to get his help to obey him and to be good. 
· God treats people with mercy. He wants everyone to come to him, trust him, and get his help to change and be good. So everyone should thank God for his good gifts to them. And everyone can ask God to forgive their sins because of Jesus, and can pray to God humbly and sincerely for his help—especially his help to know him and obey him. Then God will answer their prayers by doing what is right and loving for them.
11: 2 – (God’s name be) hallowed or kept holy means that God be respected and honored as the only one who is perfectly pure and good, without any fault, and greater than anything or anyone in the world.
11: 2 - Name means what God is in his character and nature. God’s name represents, or stands for, what God is, and his authority and position as God. 

11: 2 - Your (God's) kingdom is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. Sometimes it includes the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect.

11: 4 - Temptation in this context means a testing, rather that a temptation. It means a difficult, severe test of faith or character which might be too much for us to endure, and which we would tend to fail. God does not tempt people in the sense of enticing, or inviting, us to do evil. Only our own sinful desires and the Devil and evil people tempt in that way. (See James 1:12-15.) The prayer asks God to prevent us from getting into situations where the temptation would be too strong for our power to resist. Grammatically, it is possible also that the words mean, “let us not be brought into temptation” (by the Devil trying to make us sin)
—a temptation that would make us fall into sin.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible (The questions in this section can be answered briefly)

1. In Luke 11, Jesus is speaking to his disciples who believe in God and in Jesus. So he is telling how believers can talk with God. Our access to God, and what we can expect to receive from him, depend on our relationship with him. Believers approach God on the basis of their relationship with him. What does Jesus say that the relationship is which we can have with God? See 11:2, 5. 

2. The order, priority, of the prayer topics is important. Describe the kind of matters or issues that a believer should care about first, and then the kind of things that come after that. For the first one, see 11:2 and also the additional words reported by Matthew, quoted below: 

"And (may) what you want be done, here on earth as it is in Heaven." (Matthew 6:10 NCV)
3. How can people become God’s children, to have God be their “Father?” Read John 1:10-13, 17b, 29 printed below.

He (Jesus) was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. (John 1:10-13, 17b, 29)

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

4. Explain in your own words what you think that it means for us to “receive …” How do we do that?

5. What do you think it means for God to be a “Father” to Christians? Describe that relationship.

6. In question # 2, above, we thought about the order or priority of the topics prayed about. Why, do you think, is that order of topics important? How would those priorities affect a person's attitude toward God? 

7. What difference would it make for praying, talking with God, if God were not our Father? Would prayer be even possible, if God were only an impersonal power or force in the physical laws of the universe (not a living person)? How would we pray differently if God were even a person who governs the world and will judge people, but were not our Father?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD – Do you want this kind of relationship with God?

8. Have you been praying to God with the understanding about him, and the attitude towards him, that Jesus taught us in this lesson? Do you decide to believe in Jesus (as his disciples did) so that you will become God’s child, and then talk with God as your Father in Heaven as Jesus showed us how to do?


Luke Unit 24 Answers 
1. God is a supreme "Father" to all who believe and submit to him as their God.

2. We should first think about our relationship with God: he is our Father in Heaven whom we respect and love. Then next we give respect and praise to God for his "name"—that is, his characteristics: greatness, goodness, etc. Only then do we ask him to do something for us. We ask him to provide for our material needs (food, etc.). Then we ask for spiritual needs—his forgiveness and protection from sin and evil.

3. God gives us spiritual birth, making us his children. God does this when we receive Jesus Christ who came from God’s eternal Heaven into our world to die to take away our sin and guilt. 

4. We must not reject the truth and mercy and salvation that Jesus brought, but accept it, believe that Jesus is God “the Son,” and open our hearts and lives to Jesus himself personally as our Savior and Lord.

5. The term, “Father,” expresses an intimate family relationship. But it also is a term of respect for God our Father in Heaven who created, loves and cares for us like a good parent does for their children. It is a more intimate, loving relationship than that between a king and his citizens who respect and obey him. It also gives Christians more privileges and responsibilities than the relationship between just friends. A father gives life to (creates) his children. He loves, disciplines, cares about and provides for them. It is a ‘blood relationship” (shared nature), and is a permanent relationship in the family.

6. Giving praise and honor to God, and yielding to his rule over our lives, put us in the right relationship to God. This requires humility, respect and submission to God, and recognition of our dependence on him for all that we need, and gratitude to him.

7. If God were impersonal, we could not talk with him. He could not hear us, care about us, or respond to us. If God were a Ruler and Judge only, not our Father, then we’d fear him, but not love him. But because God is Father, we know that he loves and cares about the people he created. We can have the privilege of having a special, close, family relationship with him when we become his children by believing in Jesus. He loves his children, so he will answer their prayers according to his higher wisdom and fatherly love.

8. This is your choice to make. If you do not understand it, or want help praying in this way, ask your Bible study leader.


GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 25

BEGINNING THOUGHTS – Will God listen to, and respond to, your prayers?

If you had a great need or problem, with whom would you feel most comfortable asking for help? Would it be your colleague at work, or your neighbor, or your friend, or your parent? Or would it be God? Can you expect that God will listen to you and respond to your prayers? What is God's attitude toward the prayers of people who accepted him as their Father God in Heaven, and who became his children? Read what Jesus teaches us about the confidence in God that we can have.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 11:5 -13 

DEFINITIONS

11: 5 - Suppose . . . Stories like this that Jesus told, called "parables," use examples from ordinary life to illustrate facts of spiritual matters. This story compares the friend's reluctance to give, in contrast to God's willingness to give. And it compares what, or how much, each one (the friend and God) gives. 

11: 7 - My children are with me in bed. In the small Palestinian houses of that time, the children and parents usually slept in the same room, even the same bed. So the father's getting up and opening the door would wake the children.

11: 12 - Scorpion is a large poisonous insect whose body, when rolled up, is shaped somewhat like an egg. It stings the person who touches it.

11: 12 - Evil or bad here means morally imperfect in heart, not like God. Humans do some good things, especially for friends and family because the person doing good wants and expects the family and friends to treat them good in return. Our motives and performance are not always good, but have selfishness mixed in with the good. We often fail to love everyone fully and purely.

11: 13 - Give the Holy Spirit means that God will come to live in that person by his Holy Spirit.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible (The questions in this section can be answered briefly)

1. In the story Jesus told about the midnight visit, what was the relationship between the people? 11:5-6. 
2. What was the first response of the man in the house to the request for bread, and why? 11:7

3. What will the man in the house finally do? 11:8

4. What motivation was not strong enough to make the man in the house change his mind? So what is the real reason that he finally will change his mind? 11:8

5. How much will he give to the man who asked him for bread? 11:8

6. Jesus said that therefore we should do what? 11:8, 9, 10, 13.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.
7. Why would the first man in 11:5 expect that the man in the house would give bread to him?

8. The man in the house did not want to be bothered by his friend’s need and request. Human friendship was not a strong enough motivation to move him to help his friend. But Jesus said that we should ask God and expect that God will give good things to us. So what does that tell us about the character of God, and about his feelings toward us, and his relationship with us?

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible

9. In the example of the fathers, what two kinds of fathers are compared or contrasted? 11:11-13

10. What do they, as human fathers, give to their children? 11:13

11. How does God's willingness to give the best gift (God's Holy Spirit) compare with human fathers' willingness to give good gifts? 11:13

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.
12. Why will God give good gifts to his children more surely than human fathers give good gifts? 11:13

13. What is one good (even best) gift that God wants to give us? 11:13

14. Why do you think that this is the very best gift that God can give us?
15. Something might look like something we want. At a distance a scorpion might look like an egg on the ground. A snake in the water could be mistaken for a fish. For example, a person might think that he needs lots of money, but what he really needs is security. And some woman might ask God to cause a particular man to marry her (because she does not know that he might turn mean to her later). But what she really wants is a life-long relationship of true love (love from a faithfully loving marriage partner, or from close, true friends and God). If a son asks for something he thinks is an egg, but really is a scorpion, will the father give him that scorpion? 

So does God always give his children what they pray for? Describe what God will do.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What or whom will you trust for your greatest needs of life?
16. What do you want to ask God to give you? What are you seeking or wanting, most of all in life? 

17. Will you "seek" God himself? Will you "knock" on God's door to enter his house to live with him and have fellowship with him forever? Will you "ask" God to give you himself, his Holy Spirit, to live with you? Will you receive Jesus Christ, God’s Son to take away your sin and guilt, and to make you God’s child forever? If you want to do that, then ask Jesus to save you and take control over your life. And give your life to God to be your Father in Heaven, and trust him to give you what is good and best for you—what you really need.
Luke Unit 25 Answers
1. There were three friends. (The man in the house was friend of the man who asked for bread, and this man had a friend who was traveling.) Two needed the help of the other friend.

2. He refused to help him because it was difficult for him to give that help. He was settled down in a warm bed to sleep, and did not want to be “bothered” in the middle of the night. He did not want to make the effort to help. He refused because the friendship was not strong enough. 

3. He got up and gave the bread that was requested.

4. The friendship was not strong enough motivation to get up and give the bread, but because the friend kept on asking, the man finally agreed to give him what he wanted. The friend’s continual knocking at the door became more of a “bother” to him than getting up would be troublesome. (Another reason—not expressed in this translation—may have been that hospitality was an important obligation in that culture, so the man finally gave the bread because he was a man of honorable character enough to finally fulfill his obligation.)

5. He gave all that the friend needed.

6. Jesus invites us to ask God to give to us what we need, and to ask with confidence, trust, that God will give us what we need.

7. Because he is his “friend.”

8. God is more generous and dependable that human friends. Our Heavenly Father’s love is greater than human friendship. His commitment to us is stronger than people’s loyalty to one another is.

9. The two kinds of fathers are: 

a) human fathers ("you fathers" in NIV, and the fathers of "your children" in NCV) 

b) and the "Father in Heaven," God.

10. They give the good gifts that their children ask for. They give what their children really need and desire. 

11. God is "much more" willing to give. 

12. We can be more certain of God's willingness to give than we can be of human fathers because God is not evil, imperfect, as human fathers are. Instead, he is God the “Father in Heaven;” he is perfect. If even imperfect human fathers care about their children, and respond to their needs, then certainly the perfect Father in Heaven loves and cares even more, and has more power and resources to provide what we need.

13. God will especially give his Holy Spirit to his children. God himself, in his Holy Spirit, is the best gift.

14. God is worth more than any of the material things of this world that he gives us. God is offering himself to us—a relationship with him like, but better than, the relationship between loving human parents and their children. For example, at a wedding what gives the couple the greatest joy? Is it getting the material wedding gifts—kitchen utensils, towels, etc.? Or does their greatest happiness come from getting a loving husband or wife to be special friends to live with one another forever?

15. No, a father will not give a scorpion. And no, God will not give what his children ask for if they are not asking for what is not really the best for them. God knows what their needs are, and will certainly give them what is good, and all that they need.

16. and 17. Answer these for yourself.



GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 26

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- How Do You Look At The Evidence About Jesus? 
Have you ever tried to correct people in the work they were doing, or tried to show them a better way to do it? Maybe some people thanked you, made the changes and benefited from your correction. Probably others resented your help, argued with you and tried to prove that they were right. They did this even though strong evidence clearly showed that they were wrong, and they should have recognized the truth. 

Both kinds of people had the same facts presented to them, but they "saw" the situation, or evidence, in two opposite ways. They came to two different conclusions. Their conclusions and responses to you came not just from the facts, or evidence, but were motivated by their own personal desires, attitudes and choices.

We see the same thing happening in Luke 11:14-36. As you see the responses of the people to Jesus, think about what motivates your own beliefs and response to God and Jesus. How you "look at" Jesus determines what you will see.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 11:14-36

DEFINITIONS

11: 15 - Beelzebub is another name for Satan, the Devil, who is the chief of all the evil angels, called "demons," or "evil spirits." These angels rebelled in Heaven against God before any humans were created by God, maybe even before any of our material universe was created. They became God's enemies, and now try to destroy all that God made.

11: 16 - Tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. They challenged Jesus to prove that he was sent from heaven and had God's power. They wanted him to try to convince them by doing a more spectacular miracle—a display of power. Jesus already had done miracles that showed that he was the Christ whom the Old Testament prophecies promised that God would send to be king and to save people. But those people were not satisfied with that evidence. They unreasonably demanded more and more proofs.

11: 22 - Spoils (NIV) or possessions (NCV) were things of value, and people, won and taken in a war.

11: 24 – Arid places are empty deserts with no water to refresh life. The picture is that the demon is isolated, and wants a human body to live in and operate through. 

11: 24 - When an evil spirit comes out . . . worse than the first (NIV) or, more trouble than before (NCV), probably meant that when the Jewish exorcists (11:19 - "your followers") got a demon to leave a person, they did not have God's power to keep the demon out. But when Jesus saves a person, Jesus also sends God's Spirit to live with that person to always protect him from the demons in the future.

11: 29 - Wicked generation (NIV) or people who live today (NCV) were the people of that time and place who saw Jesus' miraculous works, heard his teaching, and later heard the report that he came alive out of the grave after he died, but they still refused to believe in Jesus. Or it may also have meant the Jewish nation as a whole. They not only had seen Jesus’ miracles now, but the nation also saw God’s many miracles during its 1,500 years of history. 

11: 29, 30 - Sign of Jonah.  The book of Jonah in the Old Testament reports that Jonah was drowning in the sea, but God sent a huge fish to swallow him.  It was as though Jonah was buried in the sea. People thought that he was dead. But God miraculously kept him alive for three days in the fish. Then the fish coughed Jonah up on the shore. That was like being raised up alive from a grave. When God brought him out alive, that was a miracle that was a "sign," an announcement or proof, from God. 

11: 30 - Ninevites were people living in the city of Ninevah in the 7th, or maybe 8th, century B.C. Ninevah was the capital of ancient Assyria where the modern city of Mosul, Iraq is now. They were enemies and conquerors of Jonah's people, the Jews. They were very evil, but then they saw God's power in Jonah’s life and knew that God had sent Jonah. They believed that he was a prophet whom God sent to warn them that God would destroy Ninevah because of their sins. So they believed Jonah, humbled themselves under God, turned away from their sins, and asked God to forgive them. Because they repented, God was merciful to them and did not destroy them at that time.

11: 31 - Queen of the South was the Queen of Sheba, a country in the southwest corner of the Arabian Peninsula, now Yemen. About 900 B.C. she traveled the long distance from her country to Jerusalem to learn about God and the wisdom that he gave to King Solomon who knew God and his laws. (This was reported in the Old Testament, 1 Kings 10.)

11: 31, 32 - At the judgment means the time when people will be alive after their bodies die, and will be brought to trial in God's court of justice to be judged by God and sentenced to the everlasting consequences that they deserve.

11: 31, 32 - Condemn means that the judge at a trial announces that the person on trial is “guilty,” and justice requires a penalty for violating the law.

11:32 - One greater than Jonah is Jesus Christ, God himself who came as a man to speak to the world and to save us. Jesus, God the Father's eternal Son, was killed physically, but came out of the grave alive as proof that God the Father had sent him, and that we should listen to him and repent.

11:33 – Lamp was a pottery vessel, usually like a low pitcher. It used olive oil for fuel, and had a twisted flax wick in the nozzle.

11: 34-36 - Whole body is full of light means that the whole inner person: mind, emotions and bodily actions, can be guided by full knowledge of the truth. The truth here was about God, the right way to live, and how we can know God and have eternal life with him.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible. (The questions in this section can be answered briefly.)
1. What did Jesus do to the demon, and what was the effect of that on the man?  See 11:14.

2. How did the people respond to what Jesus did?  See 11:14, and 11:15 and 11:16.

3. How did Jesus explain that it was not reasonable to think that he got his power to force out demons from the chief of the demons?  11:17-22

4. All people are divided into what groups in their relationship to Jesus and to God who sent him?  (And there are only how many groups?)  11:23

5. People could be related to Jesus in two different ways. One way is the human family relationship that Jesus’ mother had to her son, Jesus. What is the other kind of relationship that people can have with Jesus that is even better than being physically related to Jesus in his human family?  11:27, 28

6. Can we be neutral about Jesus—neither for him nor against him?  11:23

7. How were those crowds, that "generation," different from the Queen of the South, and different from the people of Ninevah? How was their response to Jesus different from the response of the people of Ninevah, and of the Queen of the south? 11:30-32

8. Jesus said that people, who wanted to see a miraculous sign before they would believe, were what kind of people?  11:29

9. What should those people have done instead of demanding that Jesus do more miracles? 11:31,32

10. What will happen to those people for refusing to believe in Jesus, and why?  11:31, 32

11. What is a lamp designed to do?  If a lamp operates properly, what is the result?  11:33

12. There may be plenty of bright light around a person, but that won't help the person unless the light gets to where?  11:35?

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.
13. How does Jesus' power compare with Satan's power?  11:14, 20-22

14. All the people in the crowd saw the same miracle (supernaturally powerful work) which Jesus did (including the woman in 11:27). Why did they respond in different ways—some in unbelieving, even hostile, ways?  11:14, 15, 28-29, 32, 34 and 35

15. Jesus said that listening to and obeying God's word (sent through him) was more important than having valuable human relationships.  (11:27, 28)  Why, do you think, that would be more important?

16. Jesus used illustrations about a lamp’s light and about eyes. How did those illustrate our need for Jesus’ teaching, and how we should respond to him in order to recognize and know what is true? (When is a lamp needed? Why do you turn on a lamp? )

17. What would happen to the light, and to the lamp (an oil-burning lamp used then) if a bowl covers it?

18. If a lamp is burning bright, but your eyes are closed, or badly diseased, what is the result?  

19. "This generation" was the crowds and their religious leaders who heard Jesus. They were an example of the way many people respond to spiritual "light," the truth spoken by Jesus, God's prophets and Christians. How is their response like putting a lamp "under a bowl?"  11:33

20. What do you think Jesus meant when he said that a person's "eyes" can be "bad?" How are they bad?  11:34

21. When a person's spiritual "eyes," or mental attitude about God and truth, is "bad," how is he "full of darkness within?"  11:34, 35

22. The normal attitude is to turn on a light so that we can see correctly. People usually do not cover up a lamp. And people normally want healthy, functioning eyes. They do not want to be blind. Using those two illustrations, what was Jesus teaching about how people should respond to him and to his teaching of God's word?  11:33-36

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide to follow the light from God.
23. Try honestly to analyze the motivations that direct how you accept any kind of correction, especially truth about God and yourself. Do you eagerly seek to learn about God and Jesus Christ, even if that involves a great effort or difficulty? Do you "look at" those facts with a humble attitude, willing to admit where you have been wrong? Will you ask the Lord Jesus Christ to teach you, to set you free from the power of evil in you, and to lead your life?

24. Are God and truth more important to you than even your family relationships? If you had to choose to give up one, in order to get or keep the other, which would you choose?

25. How much do you want to learn the truth about God and about yourself? Is it worth it to you to make as great an effort to learn God's truth and wisdom as the "Queen of the South" did when she wanted to learn from Solomon? Are you willing to repent (change your mind and direction) and let God give you a new desire and power to follow the truth and obey him? 

Luke Unit 26 Answers

1. Jesus made the demon leave the man. That made the man able to speak.

2. The crowd, as a whole, was amazed. Some accused Jesus of getting his power from the chief evil spirit, Beelzebub. Others (probably most of the people) demanded that Jesus prove himself by bringing "a sign from Heaven." (See the definition, above for 11:16, "Tested . . .") Those were some of the people, not all. So there were others who did believe in Jesus, like the woman in 11:27.

3. Satan would not work against his own kingdom. "The head of any army would hardly work [would not work] with the enemy against his own troops."1  It is more reasonable to conclude that an enemy of Satan, stronger than Satan, overpowered him and took the man out of Satan's control.

4. People choose one of two positions: either to be for ("with") Jesus, or against him. They either believe in Jesus, or refuse to believe in him.

5. It is better for us to listen to Jesus who brought God's word, and to obey him. This unites us spiritually with Jesus Christ. This is a relationship with God in his everlasting, spiritual family.

6. No. We must make a decision one way or the other about Jesus.

7. The people of Ninevah accepted and believed Jonah when they saw God’s power at work in him. They  

believed Jonah's warning message, and they repented. The Queen appreciated the wisdom and truth that God had given to Solomon. She sought it so eagerly that she traveled a very long distance to learn from him. But most of the crowds who heard Jesus rejected him and refused to believe him. They did not appreciate or seek Jesus' wisdom and truth in the way that the Queen of the South did with Solomon. And they did not accept the person (Jesus) and warnings that God sent in the way that the people of Ninevah did with Jonah when they saw God's power at work in him.

8. They were “condemned” because they were "wicked," evil, for rejecting God and the messengers and warnings that God sent. (They also were foolish—harming and condemning themselves—by rejecting truth and wisdom.)

9. They should have responded to God by accepting and believing those who could tell them about God (Solomon, Jonah and Jesus). They should have been eager to learn truth and God's wisdom. They should have been willing even to go a long distance (make whatever great effort necessary) to learn from Jesus as the Queen of the South did to learn from Solomon. And they should have believed Jesus as the people of Ninevah believed Jonah, and then repented: admitting their wrong—their sin—and then changing.

10. They will be judged and condemned in God's Judgment Day. That is because the Queen of the South and the people of Ninevah believed, but those people of Jesus time did not. Those people had a better opportunity to know the truth and to believe because they heard Jesus' wisdom which was greater than Solomon's, and they saw Jesus' miracles which were greater than Jonah's. So their rejection of the light (that clear evidence) was wicked. They will be judged and punished for refusing to believe—for rejecting God.

11. A lamp is designed to produce light. If it is lit and not covered, it enables people to see correctly what is there around them.

12. The light must pass through a good "eye" and get "within you." The understanding must have light, not darkness.  

13. Jesus' power is greater. He conquers Satan. Just the "finger of God" is more powerful than all Satan's army of demons. And Jesus' power does good: heals people and gives them complete, happy lives. But Satan's power is evil, and destroys people.

14. Their "eyes" were not "good" to see correctly—to see the truth (11:34). They were "wicked" or "evil" (11:29), and did not want to "repent" (11:32) and “obey” (11:28) God. Therefore they refused to believe and recognize who Jesus was, and that he came from Heaven (God's home).

15. Human family relationships that we have now are valuable, but last only for about 60 years. (Some relationships from our current life in this present world will continue in the future eternal life in Heaven, but will be changed, perfected.) But finding God gives us life forever with him. When we accept Jesus, that unites us with God in a relationship with him in his everlasting, spiritual family. Therefore they hated the light of truth that Jesus brought, so they wanted to get rid of the “light” by killing Jesus.

Also, human relationships and friends are imperfect. They are good in many ways, but sometimes might influence us in the wrong way. But God is perfectly good. He loves us more than anyone else does. He has power to set us free from all evil, and to give us perfect, everlasting life. He is the one who will judge people in his final Judgment Day, so it is most important to be in a right relationship with him.

16. People are in darkness, cannot “see” spiritual reality, without the truth that Jesus brings to us. And even if we have his teachings, but we have a spiritual sickness that closes our eyes, we won’t receive that truth. 

The normal attitude is to turn on a light so that we can see correctly. People usually do not cover up a lamp. And people normally want healthy, functioning eyes. They do not want to be blind. In the same way, they should want to “see” truth clearly. So if they have a spiritually healthy, properly functioning, mind, then they will accept the “light,” the truth from Jesus. Rejecting Jesus is like turning out a light, or closing our eyes. (11:35)  If we want to "see" the world and life as they really are, then we must accept, believe, the light—the truth that Jesus brought to us.

17. The light hidden under a bowl cannot show anything, cannot help us know anything. The lamp covered by a bowl loses the oxygen needed to burn, so it dies out.

18. The lamp does no good for you.  You still cannot see things as they really are.

19. Jesus was like a lamp. He exposed the truth about the inner character of all people. The Pharisees and the experts on the law did not want Jesus to shine light on the truth about them—to expose their hidden motives and unseen inner nature. The crowds, also, rejected the light of Jesus and his teachings. They refused to "see" the truth, and even tried to get rid of the light by killing Jesus.

20. The person cannot "see," perceive or understand, the spiritual truth because his wrong motives give an evil bias to the way he "looks at" things—the way he evaluates Jesus and his moral teaching.

21. The person does not have knowledge or understanding of moral and spiritual truth in his mind. He does not understand about God, Jesus (the Son of God), about the person's own sin, and about how to know God and be accepted by him.

22. People should want the truth about God, Jesus and themselves. They should read the Bible, read what Jesus said and did, and think about it honestly, receptively, with open minds and hearts to look for truth.

23-25. Answer these to yourself and to God.


GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 27

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Do you want to be clean—inside? 

Have you seen people do good, generous, helpful things in public where people see that, but they are selfish and unkind to subordinates on the job, or to family members at home where the most of the public does not see them? If so, what is their motivation for being different in public than what they are in private? And what is their real, inner character? Is it their public "face," or their secret "face?" Which, do you think, is more important: the public personality, or the hidden personality? What does God see and know? Let's look at Jesus' teaching about this in today's Bible reading.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 11:37 - 54

DEFINITIONS

11: 37 - Pharisee was a member of a very strict Jewish religious sect. They tried to follow their religious rules exactly. They condemned, and kept away from, people who did not follow their rules. Many Pharisees were proud of their superior record of religious performance. They thought that they were very good people who earned God's favor. They confidently depended on their own achievements and goodness to deserve God’s acceptance of them. Therefore they did not think that they needed to ask God to forgive them for wrongdoing. They did not know that they needed God to give them a new, different moral nature.

11: 37 – Reclined at the table. The tables were very low. People reclined on their side on a rug, pillow or low couch, with their feet behind them, away from the table.
11: 38 - Wash before the meal was a religious ceremony. The Jewish religious leaders generations before had made a rule that the Jews must wash their hands, cups and dishes because these might have touched non-Jewish people who were contaminated by sin and idol worship. They thought that anyone who did not do their ceremonial washing was not religiously "clean," and therefore not acceptable to God. 
11: 42 - Give God a tenth of your mint. God had told the Jews to tithe: that is, to give back to him 10% of their income from crops, herds or business. The Pharisees wanted to seem to be perfectly good, so they were scrupulously careful to give 10% even of the small herbs that they grew for seasoning for their kitchen. 

11: 42,43,44 - Woe (NIV) How terrible for you (NCV) was a warning about the consequences—the terrible results—of their sinful condition. It warned about God’s final judgment of them at the end of their lives. It expressed Jesus’ sorrow that they will suffer punishment, even though they deserve punishment.

11: 44 – Unmarked graves. The Jews had a tradition that a person becomes “unclean,” religiously contaminated, if he walks on a grave. But if a grave was not marked, a person might walk on it without knowing, and become “unclean.” That illustrated how people were being contaminated—really harmed spiritually—by their contact with the Pharisees and their wrong teachings and hypocrisy. And they were unaware of it because the Pharisees appeared so good outwardly, so people were not aware of the real rottenness spiritually within the Pharisees.

11: 46 – Experts in the law were recognized scholars of the Old Testament laws given by God through Moses, and the later religious laws and traditions made by Jewish religious leaders. They studied, interpreted and taught the laws in the Jewish schools and synagogues (buildings for Jewish religious meetings). They had authority in their society to act as judges, deciding questions about what was legally correct, and what was unlawful to do.

11: 46 – Load people down with burdens meant that they loaded people down with many detailed 

religious rules that made life difficult for them. These are not like God’s laws that help people and society, and make them truly good.

11: 47 – Build tombs for the prophets. The Jews built memorial monuments at the graves of prophets whom their ancestors had rejected and killed as martyrs. This later generation pretended to honor the prophets (by building tombs for them), but like their ancestors, they did not listen to the messengers whom God sent to them. They would reject and kill even Jesus. So their actions testify that they agree with what their ancestors (forefathers) did.

11: 51 – Abel . . . Zechariah. Abel was obedient to God. Because Abel pleased God, his brother Cain hated him and killed him. Zechariah spoke God’s warning message to the evil people of his nation, so they killed him. So Jesus was saying, “all the prophets,” from the first one killed to the last one killed in the Old Testament period, or from the first book of the Bible (Genesis 4:3-8) to the book placed last in the Jewish Bible, the Old Testament (2 Chronicles 24:20-21).

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible, and understand the meaning.
1. What surprised the Pharisee? See 11:38.

2. Jesus used the cup washing to illustrate something about the Pharisees. What do you think that the outside of the cup represents, and what does the inside of the cup represent? 11:38-39 

3. What was inside the Pharisees? 11:39 

4. What was the Pharisees’ outer appearance, the behavior and practices that people could see? 11:38, 42a, 47a.

5. What was missing in the Pharisees’ attitudes and behavior? 11:42

6. Were the Pharisees more concerned about the outside, or the inside, of the "cup," or that which it represents? 11:39

What do you think—why did they want to clean this part, and not the other part?

7. Which is more important: cleaning the outside of a drinking cup, or the inside? 11:40 

8. The Pharisees made the outside of the “cup” look good. What people could see of their outer religious ceremony and behavior appeared to be good. But what does God care about, or want? 11:40

9. Did the Pharisees and experts on the law want to be liked and honored by God, or by people? Did they care more about: 

a) social status (what people thought about them), power, and selfish personal advantage, or 

b) the quality of their inner character (kindness, goodness, honesty, etc.), and pleasing God? 11:39-43 & 49

10. What do you think—why did they make the outer part of the “cup” look good (what they did in public that could be seen), but not want to clean the inner part of themselves?

11. For what purpose did these religious experts and leaders use their position and teachings? 11:43, 46
12. The Pharisees and experts in the law were the religious establishment. That gave them social status and power. How did their teachings and behavior affect other people? 11:44, 46 & 52

13. We saw the attitude of the Pharisees and experts in the law—their attitude towards God, themselves, and people, and their treatment of them. How did that affect their evaluation of what Jesus said, and of what is true or not true? How did it affect their ability to use their mind, reasoning powers, correctly to come to true conclusions? Jesus exposed the sinful condition of the Pharisees and the experts on the law. He tried to get them to see the truth about themselves. What was their reaction to the truth, and to Jesus who spoke the truth to correct them? 11:53, 54

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide to open your mind to the light of God's word and God's love in Jesus.
14. How do you feel when someone points out something bad that you did, or a bad habit or attitude that you have? And how do you reply to that person?

15. Do you think that good parents have a right and a duty to correct their children when they do wrong? What is their motive, reason, for correcting their children?

16. Parents have the right and duty to correct their children. So do you think that we ought to accept correction from God, our greatest Father in Heaven? Do you want to learn, accept, and follow the truth that God wants to show us, even if it is humbling and uncomfortable?

Luke Unit 27 Answers

1. Jesus did not follow their traditional rule requiring people to wash their hands as a religious ceremony to be “clean” in God’s sight.

2. The outside of the cup represents the outer life of the Pharisees—their religious ceremonies and rule keeping. The inside of the cup represents their inner character, their heart’s attitude to people and to God.

3. Much greed and wickedness was in the Pharisees’ hearts, character.

4. They kept religious rules and ceremonies which people could see them do: washings, giving 10% of their income to the temple, and doing good things in public, such as building memorials for the prophets.

5. Justice and God’s kind of love for people was missing.

6. Jesus said that the Pharisees washed the outside of the "cup," but not the inside, so they cared about outward appearances that people could see, but not about the secret desires of their heart, and their inner character. 

7. Cleaning the inside is more important because contamination inside a cup goes into us and gives a bad taste, or even makes us ill. Jesus expressed that when he said that those who cleaned the outside but not the inside were “You foolish people!”

8. God wants not just our outward appearance to look good, but our inner self, “heart,” or character and attitudes, to be “clean,” good, also.

9. a) They cared about their outward appearance more than they cared about their inner character. They cared more about what people thought about them, than what God thought about them. They showed their disregard for God especially when they killed the prophets whom God sent to correct them. They wanted to impress people, but not obey God and be like God wanted them to be in their inner character. They did publicly what people would see and praise, in order to maintain their position in society. God knew their inner nature, and wanted to change them inside. 

10. It was easy to look good outwardly by keeping some rules and religious ceremonies. And this brought benefits, advantages, to themselves. It enabled them to keep their positions of leadership in the society. But they did not want to accept correction, humble themselves, and change inside. They did not want to give up their selfishness and pride in order to love and obey God, and to love and serve people. They did not help the poor people, because the poor had no power, influence or money, so the poor could not return the favor. They could not do anything in return for the gift.

11. As religious leaders, they did not use their knowledge and position to serve and help people, but to rule them and make life difficult for them. They used the power of their position for their own personal, selfish advantage and benefit. They required that people give them honor and high status (“important seats and greetings”). But they put heavy loads of many difficult religious rules on people which made it difficult for people to love God, to trust God’s kindness, to know what God really wants people to do, and to obey God. 

12. They took away from people the “key” or means for people to know truth about God and about how he wants us to live. They did that by making the religious rules the people created more important than what God said in the Bible. They made people ignorant of the truth. That made it difficult for people to enter God’s eternal kingdom now, and to enter God’s Heaven in the next life.

13. Their attitude made them biased, not objective or honest in their mind—their evaluation and conclusions about Jesus and what he said. They prevented themselves (and others) from knowing and believing the truth. They hated Jesus and opposed him. They argued against him and tried to make him say something wrong so that he could be criticized and condemned. They did not accept the truth that Jesus spoke. They did not repent and change. God the Father sent Jesus, the Son of God, to show them the truth about themselves. But they wanted to find reasons to do what they wanted, and to maintain their control, more than they wanted to follow truth and God. So they rejected God's warning spoken through Jesus about their selfishness and sin. And they rejected God himself who came into this world as a man, Jesus, to warn and save us. 

14. (Each person should examine his own life, and answer to himself and God.)

15. Yes, because they generally are more experienced and wiser than their young child. And they love the child. And God makes them responsible to train and discipline their children.

16. Tell God what you decide; and ask him to help you to believe him and to do what is right.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 28

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Will our moral choices surely have long-lasting consequences (results for good or bad)? 

In 1995, the President of the United States, Bill Clinton, committed immoral sexual activities with 22-year old Monica Lewinsky who was not his wife. He did this in secret when his wife was far away, traveling overseas. The public, and even his wife, Hillary, did not know about it for 3 years. Then the truth came out in the summer of 1998. When accused, Clinton lied under oath to a court of law. He tried to deny that he had sexual relations with Lewinsky. So a grand jury investigated, and witnesses testified about what had happened. 

Finally Clinton was forced to admit not only that he had sinned by sexual adultery, but also had lied to his staff, to the American people, and to his wife and daughter! Then thousands of pages of testimony were made public which described in detail his shameful acts with the woman. Day after day, this developing story was reported on the TV news programs and the front pages of newspapers. It was talked about not only around the United States, but also in countries around the world. Finally, the video recording of Clinton's confessions to the grand jury, and pages of Miss Lewinsky's testimony describing the private details, all went out on Internet web sites around the world for all to see! Clinton's shame was hidden in secret for three years, but now is laid open for all of the world to see!

This powerfully illustrates what Jesus said: "Everything that is hidden will be shown, and everything that is secret will be made known. What you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in an inner room will be shouted from the housetops." (Luke 12:2,3 NCV) That is true not only for Clinton, but also for everyone, including you and me. We may hide what we are ashamed of for awhile, but we cannot hide from God. And God eventually will make everything known openly. So what should we do? Let's read what Jesus tells us about that.
GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 12:1-12

DEFINITIONS

12: 1 - Pharisees were members of a very strict Jewish religious sect. They tried to follow their religious rules exactly, and many of them were proud of their superior record of religious performance. They looked at their outward performance of religious rules, but did not clearly see their inner motives and selfish attitudes. So they hated and rejected Jesus' warning that all people have sinned. They did not like it when Jesus exposed their sins.

12: 1 - Yeast is a small ingredient in bread dough that spreads through all the dough, making it expand. It illustrates an evil attitude that can permeate (spread into) every part of a person’s or group’s mind and life.

12: 1 - Hypocrisy is behaving differently in public where people see us, than we behave when we are alone or with a family member or a subordinate at work. Hypocrisy is saying something different from what we really think, or lying about something we did, in order to appear to be better than what we really are. A hypocrite pretends to be something that he really is not. A hypocrite tries to make himself look good when he really does not want to do good. 
12: 2,3 - Disclosed . . . proclaimed from the housetops (NIV), made known . . . shouted from the house-tops (NCV) means that no one can hide their evil behavior, their shameful secrets, forever. Some secret sins will be made know openly in this present lifetime. All other sins (the ones which people hide and have not repented of and had forgiven) will be brought out to public sight when people stand in God's court of justice in God's future Day of Judgment. God sees and records all that we think and do in secret. After people die, God will make everyone alive, and will judge and sentence them. (See Romans 2:16 and Acts 17:31.)

12: 4 - Do not be afraid. This assurance Jesus gave to people who believe and follow him. The lives of these disciples and later Christians would be threatened. Many even would be killed because they became Christians, obeyed God, and taught others about Jesus. Yet they were not to let fear control them or cause them to do wrong to save their lives. God is supreme, and will finally give them everlasting life in eternity.

12: 5 - Hell is the final place and condition of all people who reject God and refuse to believe and honor Jesus, God’s eternal Son, the only Savior. Hell is everlasting separation from God and from all the benefits that he gives us in this life. In the darkness and hopelessness of hell, people who rebelled against God and his good laws will suffer the painful consequences of their evil choices and acts.

12: 5 – Fear him. To “fear” God in the Bible means to respect him who has the right, highest authority, and total power to enforce justice and to determine our final destiny. If we had not studied for our qualifying oral exam for Ph.D. status, we would fear the committee of professors administering the exam when we meet them for the exam. But God also loves and cares about us, as seen in the next verses of Luke 12:6,7. He does not want to condemn us, but to rescue us from submitting to the temptations and pressure of Satan to reject God. That would lead to our self-destruction.

12: 6 - Sparrows were small birds which were very common, numerous. (The term in the original was “little sparrows.”)

12: 6 - Pennies were coins of little value, about equivalent in today’s U.S. money to two cents each. 

12: 8 – Son of Man is the name or title for Christ used in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies hundreds of years before Jesus lived on earth. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" from God’s Heaven to earth with God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, to rescue God's people, and to rule over all forever. At that time all the people in the world will worship him. (Dan. 7:14) Only God deserves worship, so the Son of Man is God also. Jesus said that He is that Son of Man.

12: 8,9 - Acknowledges . . . disowns (NIV) say they believe in me . . . not believe (NCV). "Acknowledge" means to publicly say that Jesus is the Son of God, my Savior, and that I have decided to belong to him. "Disown" means to publicly reject Jesus, or say that I am not a Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ.

12: 10 - Will be forgiven means that some Christians may be moved by fear to "speak against the Son of Man," to say that they are not followers of Jesus. But then the Holy Spirit speaks to them about that, and they are sorry for what they said because they really do love Jesus. So God will forgive them for that. (For example, sometime read about Peter denying Jesus and then repenting in Luke 22:54-62, and then being accepted by Jesus in John 20:14-19.)

12: 10 - Blaspheme the Holy Spirit (NIV) speaks against the Holy Spirit (NCV) is to speak against the Holy Spirit of God in a way that dishonors him and rejects his saving work. This is totally rejecting God’s message and God’s effort to lead people to repentance. God the Holy Spirit speaks to people’s minds to turn them around to repent from sin, to find God and be reconciled to him. So if a person rejects the Holy Spirit, he rejects God’s attempt to rescue him. He rejects the only way to get God’s forgiveness of sin.
12: 11 - Synagogues are the building where Jews, and converts to the Jewish religion, meet for their religious instruction and worship.
YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible, and understand the meaning.

1. How much value did sparrows have in the thinking of people? 12:6

2. Does God care even about sparrows? 12:6 (Read also Luke 12:24.)

3. By the example of each hair of the head, what did Jesus teach about God’s care for us? 12:7

4. Knowing God's attitude to sparrows, and to each hair of our heads, why should Jesus' disciples (and all later Christians) not worry or fear what will happen to them? 12:6,7

5. Will enemies of Christians be able to kill Christians' physical bodies? 12:4

6. What is the limit to what Christians’ enemies can do to them? (What can they not do?) 12:4-5

7. People have two choices. In 12:8,9 the consequences are opposite. What are the two different choices, and their two different consequences? 

8. What is more important than keeping or losing our physical life of a few years in this world? 12:4-5

9. Jesus said that Christians might be killed for believing and following him. That death surely would be painful, and would seem to be a great loss. But think about what Jesus taught. What are all the reasons that you can think of to explain why Christians should not be afraid of those who would kill them? 12:4-5, 8-10

10. Jesus said that he, "the Son of Man" will be the one in God's heaven (where angels are) who will decide everyone's final destiny. Jesus will either accept the person or reject the person. Jesus will separate people into two groups: those who belong to him and his kingdom, and those who do not. He said that judgment and destiny depend on each person's relationship to him, the powerful “Son of Man.” Their eternal future depends on whether they had been willing to follow him publicly and say that he is their Lord and Savior. 

Therefore, what does that tell you about who Jesus Christ is? 

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Make the wise decision. 

11. Does safety or pleasure for the brief time of this present life govern what decisions and actions you choose? Or do you choose to do what is honest and good, even if it is difficult or dangerous? Whom do you want to please more: God, or yourself and other people?

12. Do you believe that Jesus Christ is God who will judge you at the end of your life? Do you believe that he has the authority and power to either accept you into Heaven and give you everlasting life, or else to reject you, leaving you separated from God forever in hell? Do you believe Jesus when he said that your final, everlasting destiny depends on your relationship with him, upon your willingness to follow him publicly? 

13. Will your decide to do that now, if you have not yet?

Luke Unit 28 Answers

1. The market price of sparrows was very low. People did not think that they were very valuable or important. 

2. Yes. God knows what is happening to them, and provides what they need.

3. God pays attention to even the least important part of our bodies and lives. God knows and cares about even the smallest details of our condition.

4. Christians should not worry about what people may do to them because God knows what is happening even to little sparrows, and he cares even more about his human children who are worth much more than sparrows. Because God knows and cares about the smallest details of a person's life, even each hair of the head, he certainly will take care of the Christian’s total being and total needs.

5. Yes.

6. They can kill the physical body, but after that they can do no more. They cannot destroy the Christian's soul (spirit, personal conscious existence, everlasting self). They cannot take away the everlasting life that God gives to Christians in God's eternal heaven.

7. a) People’s first choice is to acknowledge Jesus before other people, to say that they believe in Jesus. The consequence of this choice is that those people who acknowledge Jesus will belong to him. Jesus will accept them into the presence of the angels in heaven--in God's eternal kingdom. b) Their second choice is to disown Jesus publicly. People who say that Jesus is not their Savior, that they do not belong to Jesus, will be rejected by Jesus in the eternal world, and so will not be able to live in Heaven with God.

8. Our spiritual life and relationship with God is more important than our brief physical life in the present world. It is more important to do right even when difficult and dangerous. It is more important to have good character, to honor God, to belong to Jesus Christ and his everlasting kingdom, and to live forever with God in Heaven.

9. It is natural to feel fear when we think about going through a painful death. But we must also think about God's power and love for us, and appreciate the greater value of future life forever after death. We might fear the pain of death, but we must not fear it so much that we try to escape it by rejecting Jesus the Lord and Savior, and thus lose everlasting life. That would be a bad exchange. We might avoid or postpone the brief pain of physical death, but instead we would get everlasting pain, loss, sorrow and regret in Hell. We might fear the pain of death, but we should not fear "those who kill" because they will not be around long. They will be "thrown into hell," and so will no longer harm us. God lives forever, and will control the final, everlasting condition of our life. He will reward Christians for their faithfulness to him. He will give Christians a happy life with him in heaven forever. That life will be worth so much more than any price of pain or loss they paid in dying for being loyal to Jesus.

10. Jesus clearly claimed to have the authority, position and function, which only the one supreme God has. (And he proved it by his perfectly good character, powerful miracles, and by rising up alive after being killed physically.) No one who is just a human being has the authority, power or right to make the claims that Jesus did. Only God has that.

Jesus is the only way to everlasting life with God. Only Jesus is because he is the only one who paid the penalty that we deserve because of our sins against God. Our offenses against God are a barrier, wall, between us and God that has to be removed. Only the one Son of God, Jesus, could and did take the punish-ment for all mankind. So he is the only way that God has made for us to be forgiven and accepted by God.

11 -13. Each person should answer these to God individually, thoughtfully and honestly.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 29

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What is more important than material riches? 

There's a story about how a man caught a monkey in the jungle. He got a jar with a small mouth just large enough that a monkey could barely squeeze its hand into it. He put monkeys' favorite kind of small fruits in it. Then he hung it by a rope from a tree limb. Soon a curious monkey came and looked into the jar. He was delighted to find the fruit, so he reached into the jar and filled his hand with as many as he could hold. He tried again and again to pull it all out, but his hand was too full, and would not fit through the mouth of the jar. He did not want to give up any of what he held, so he just kept pulling, and remained stuck in the jar. The man walked up to the jar and captured the trapped monkey. 

People can be as foolish as that monkey. People are not satisfied with just a few, necessary material things; they want more and more. Greed traps them, and they lose their freedom. We can be trapped and destroyed if we desire material things more than more important, spiritual, lasting qualities of life. What kind of riches is greater than material riches? Let's read what the Lord Jesus taught about that.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 12:13-21

DEFINITIONS

12:13 - Divide the inheritance. When a father died, by custom his property was put under the control of the oldest son to hold and use for the benefit of the father's whole family. Or he can divide the property and give the parts to the other children when they are old enough. This son wanted his older brother to give part of the property to him. The older brother might have been unfair. But this younger brother wanted Jesus to force the older one to give him property. 
12:14 - Man, who appointed me (to be) a judge. A person who appoints must have authority to appoint. The brother tried to take authority over Jesus by telling him what to do. Jesus reminded him that he, this brother, was only a "man," so did not have authority to appoint Jesus, the Son of God from heaven, to be a judge over the man's older brother. God the Father already had appointed Jesus to be judge over all the world, including both the older brother, and this man, too. The man called Jesus only a "teacher." He did not recognize Jesus to be the Lord from heaven.

12: 15 - Greed is not being satisfied with having just what I need, but instead wanting to own more and more for myself alone.

12:20 - Your life will be demanded from you. That night the man had to give back to God the life that God had given to him. No one has full ownership and power over the years of their life. No one produced himself or herself—created their own existence. All life, and the whole universe itself, is a gift from God. He made everything and owns everything. He generously gives us whatever years and life we have. We have no "right" to that life, or to anything more than what he gives us. ("For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it." - 1 Timothy 6:7) God gives us life to use for the purposes for which he made us. Then he will judge us for how we used that life. 



YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible (These questions can be answered briefly)
1. What did Jesus say the man's motive (governing desire) was? Read 12:15a ("a" is the first part of the verse.)

2. The rich man was a farmer. He believed that who owned the crops, barns and goods? Notice what pronouns he used in 12:17,18.

3. The farmer believed that who owned, or controlled, the future? 12:19

4. How did the farmer want to use his large amount of material things? 12:19,20b,21

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

5. Which did the younger brother seem to care most about:

a) the property, material possessions, or 

b) his brother, and a friendly relationship with his brother?

6. The younger brother thought that his happiness and peace of mind depended on what?

7. What wrong ideas, incorrect thinking, produced his motive and attitude? Read 12:15b

8. What kind of wealth was the rich farmer missing? What did he not possess? 12:21

9. Do you think that the farmer's attitude, beliefs and decisions were wise, or unwise? Why?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide what kind of riches, and what kind of life, you will pursue.

10. Decide which will be the most important to you: 

a) having much material wealth and possessions,

b) or having a close, loving, rich relationship with God, your family and other people.

Tell God your decision.


Luke Unit 29 Answers

1. Greed.

2. He called them my crops, my goods. He thought that he owned them.

3. He said to himself, “You have …” He thought that future years of prosperous life were securely his. He thought that his material possessions would give him many years of luxurious living.

4. He planned to use it "for himself" (12:20), for his own personal, individual pleasure in a life of selfish luxury and ease. He stored it up also to make himself secure, wrongly thinking that material wealth can guarantee that he will have a secure future life.

5. a) He valued property more highly than the relationship with his brother. He loved material possessions more than he loved his brother. 

6. He was not contented and happy with what he had. He was disturbed and angry at his brother. His happiness seemed to depend on getting material possessions, and getting his own way against his brother. (But actually, even getting material possessions will not make a greedy person happy for a very long time, nor deeply happy. And if he forced his will on his brother, this further damage to their relationship, with increased hatred and anger, would bring more unhappiness to him.)

7. He thought that life is made from (consists in, is measured by) material possessions. That materialistic philosophy of life (believing that physical matter is more real or more important than non-material things) led him to over-value his ownership of material possessions. That made him under-value loving, self-giving relationships.  He thought that the essence of our human nature is material and individualistic, rather than spiritual and relational (social).

8. He did not have a good relationship with God. He did not value God and that truly good quality of life (in this present world, and in the eternal heaven) which comes from putting God first and spiritual matters first. (Read 1 Timothy 6:6-10.)

9. Unwise, because he thought that he could live on earth and use his possessions for many years into the future. Because of that, he did not prepare himself to meet God and to have his life evaluated, judged, by God. He was unwise also because he took care to have many material things, which will be lost sooner or later, but did not care about having God and eternal life. A Christian martyr once said, "He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep, in order to gain what he cannot lose." (Jim Elliott)

10. On this issue you cannot be neutral. You will decide one way or the other because you must act and live one way or the other. It will help clarify your decision if you write it out, and tell God.


GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 30

BEGINNING THOUGHTS – Why do you worry? 

Did you worry about something this week? Are you afraid of something that might happen to you in the future? Why do people worry and fear the future? What or who can control your future, and provide security and all that you need? What is the difference between: 

a) useless—or even harmful—worry, and 

b) serious, motivating concern about the need to work or study diligently, and respect for the consequences of doing right, or doing wrong, or being lazy?

Think about these questions as you read Jesus’ teachings in today’s study.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 12:22-34

DEFINITIONS

12:24 – Raven is a common, large black bird.

12: 27 – Spin is a process that turns strands of wool or cotton into threads to make cloth for clothing. 

12: 27 – Solomon was the richest king in the history of Israel. He had the finest, luxurious, beautiful clothing. 

12:27 - Splendor is grand, glorious or shining appearance.

12: 30 - Pagan world (NIV) or, All the people in the world (NCV) were the people who worshipped idols. Idols were statues of local “gods” that represented evil spirit-beings, or demons, who controlled those people. They forgot the nature of the one, real God who made and sustains the world and every person. Most people did this.

12: 31 - His (God's) kingdom is a comprehensive term sometimes referring to the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. Sometimes it includes the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control—called "Heaven." Sometimes it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make a newly created, perfect world. To "seek God's Kingdom" means to let God rule over our lives. And it means to do whatever I can to help God's work and plan for the world. That work and plan are to produce a people who will know and love him, and live with him here now, and forever in Heaven.

12:32 – Little flock is an affectionate term that a shepherd would use to describe the sheep that he owns or takes  care of.

12: 33 - Heaven is the eternal place beyond our material universe. It exists in other dimensions and substance than our material universe. It is the final, everlasting home of angels, other spirit creatures and humans rescued by God. There they live forever in infinite future time in the direct presence of God and "see" him in his power and glory. God does not hide himself there, but directly shows himself to people. God reigns as king in Heaven in total justice and love without any rival or any evil there. He makes Heaven a perfect, beautiful, joyful place for vast numbers of people and angels to be close to God and to love him.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible

1. God already gave us our lives and bodies. Therefore why should we expect him to feed those lives and clothe those bodies? 12:23

2. Since birds do not store up food for the future, do they seem to worry about having enough food for the future? 12:24

3. Do birds generally have food even though they do not worry about the future?

4. Since it is not worry that provides food for the birds, what is the source of their food—where does their food come from? 12:24

5. Did Jesus say, "Do not work for what you will eat?" 12:22

6. Therefore, who all provides food for birds? 12:24

NOTE: After answering this question, then read 2 Timothy 2:6 and 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, especially 3:10.

7. Since God provides food for birds to get, why should we expect that God will also provide food for his disciples? (His disciples are not only those to whom he was speaking then, but also all who follow Jesus now, all who let God lead them to live according to his plan and wishes.) 12:24

8. To whom was Jesus speaking and promising that God will provide what they need? 12:22a 

9. What relationship did the disciples have with God that should assure them that their needs would be taken care of? 12:30

10. Instead of making material possessions our primary concern—the main goal of our life—what should we be more concerned about? 12:31

11. If we put God's kingdom first in our priorities, desires, values, plans and decisions, what will God do? 12:31

12. What is the difference between the material treasures of this earthly world, and the treasures of God's heaven? 12:33

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

13. What is the most important reason why we should accumulate the right kind of treasure, the treasure which is stored in the right place? And why, do you think, is this reason most important, or most satisfying, for humans? 12:34

14. Jesus spoke about the location of what we “treasure,” or value, most. We can make our treasure either material things in this present world, or make our treasure God himself in Heaven, and the beautiful eternal life with God now and in Heaven. Where and what we make our “treasure” affects something else about us. In 12:34, what did Jesus say is affected? And what do you think that word means, and how is it affected? 

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide what will be most important in your life. 

15. Which do you choose now to love and serve most: 

a) God, and citizenship in his everlasting kingdom in heaven, 

b) or the temporary material things of this earth?

Luke Unit 30 Answers

1. Because our lives and bodies are "more than" food and clothes. That is, life and body are a greater gift from God than just food and clothes. God already had given that which is greater. So would he not also give the lesser gifts—food and clothes—in order to maintain the life and body which he had given?. And God clothes flowers with such beauty, even though their life is so brief. So does he not have enough resources to clothe his children to whom he gave a greater kind of life than he gave to the flowers? (God "spends" more on clothes for poor flowers than wealthy king Solomon could spend on clothes for himself.) Would a parent buy an expensive toy for a child, but not buy simple batteries for the toy to operate and be useful? Then neither would God give us life without also giving us what we need to live.

2. No, they do not appear to worry about the future because they do not prepare and store up, or save, a supply of food for the future.

3. Yes, they generally do. (Jesus was speaking here in general terms, according to general conditions.)

4. It is God who provides the food for the creatures he made. God created all that exists. And he designed and constructed the world in the form that it has which makes food available to animals.

5. No.  He said, "Do not worry," about it. Even birds must go after their food. They are busy all day long hunting for worms, seeds or bugs. 

6. Both God and the birds in co-operation work to get food. After God makes it available, then the birds go and get it. But if God had not provided it, then the birds could not get any, no matter how much they worked.

7. God's human children are worth more to God than birds are worth. Since God cares enough about birds to feed them, he more certainly will take care of his children also.

8. Jesus was promising the Heavenly Father’s care to the Father’s spiritual children, Jesus’ “disciples,” and to all after them who believe in Jesus and have entered this relationship with God by repentance and faith. 

9. God is their Father. Any good father knows and cares about the needs of his children. And a wealthy, good father surely will provide whatever his children really need. This Father is God who is greater than any human father, and has infinite resources and power. (These “disciples” were people who wanted to obey and honor God, and who believed and followed Jesus, the Son of God. Only people who have this relationship with God can be sure that they will have the Heavenly Father’s care. God is merciful to other people, who continue to rebel against him, but he does not have the same obligation to them. And they might not be in the right condition, or place, to receive his protection and provision.)

10. We should be more concerned about God's eternal kingdom. His kingdom is his loving, rightful rule over us. The purpose and business of His kingdom is to rescue people all over the world from sin and death, and to bring them into a good relationship with him here now, and in Heaven forever. So if we put God’s kingdom first, we will use our lives for that same purpose and business of God.

11. God will give us all that we need to live in his kingdom with full satisfaction.

12. We cannot lose our treasure in heaven. It is permanent and secure. But we will lose, or die and leave, our material possessions of this earth sooner or later.

13. Our treasure should be the treasure of everlasting life with God in Heaven because we love and care most about the place where our treasure is, where we have invested our hope for the future. We should care about our future everlasting home in Heaven with our loving Father God more than we care about the temporary material things he gave us here on earth. People are more than machines that need only fuel to operate and perform their function. Humans are more than animals that need only food, shelter and mates. People are designed to know, love, serve and live happily with God. So we need spiritual resources and help from God in order to live with him and enjoy him now and in Heaven forever.

14. Our “hearts” are affected. The heart means the inner character, the moral and spiritual nature. This soul and spirit last forever. We become either spiritually dead people, separated from God, or spiritually alive people who love god and enjoy him now and in Heaven forever. What we choose to love, our choice of values—especially our decision about the value we assign to God in our live, affects the condition of our hearts.

15. This choice makes the difference between having peace in your heart, or having worry.



GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 31

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Are you prepared to meet God? 

You may have heard news reports about bank or company executives who secretly steal money from their companies over a long period of time. Finally they are caught and sent to jail for embezzlement. They thought they could get away with their secret dishonesty, and not be caught. But they were wrong. They suffered for not being faithful in the position and trust given to them.

In 1986 justice caught up with the Marcos family who ruled the Philippines. They misused their position of power and trust to make themselves very wealthy at the expense of the nation. For example, Mrs. Marcos had many hundreds of pairs of expensive shoes in her wardrobe. The Marcoses accumulated huge bank accounts. They tried to get a secure and luxurious future lifestyle for themselves at the expense of the citizens they ruled. 

The Britannica Concise Encyclopedia records this about former President Marcos: “In 1972 he imposed martial law, and his later years in power were noted for rampant government corruption, economic stagnation, political repression, and the steady growth of a communist insurgency. Following public outcry over the assassination of the opposition leader Benigno Aquino (1932–1983) and Marcos's apparently fraudulent electoral victory over Aquino's widow, Corazon Aquino, Marcos was forced into exile in Hawaii, where he and his wife, Imelda, were indicted on racketeering charges relating to embezzlement of billions of dollars from the Philippine economy.”5 

They had thought that they would not be held accountable by anyone. But eventually they had their position, power and property taken away from them, and they were cut off from even living in their country. Former president and Mrs. Marcos came to the end of their lives in shame.

Another example of justice, or the consequences of our actions catching up with us, is seen in some classrooms. Some professors give unannounced, surprise quizzes to their classes. The students never know when they might be tested on the reading or studies assigned to them each day. So if they do not do their homework assignments regularly, they will not be prepared when the professor comes with an exam.

Eventually everyone will be held accountable—judged by God—for how they used the life and responsibilities that God gave to them. And they will be judged for how they responded to God's authority over them. The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the maker of the universe and the final judge over all peoples. One day in the near future, he will return to earth to set up his kingdom of justice and peace over all of the world. Let's read what Jesus tells us about being prepared for that time.

SECTION ONE
GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 12:35-40

DEFINITIONS

12: 35 - Dressed means that the house servants had not gone to bed to sleep when they had a duty to serve their employer, or master, who would return home at any time soon. If dressed, they would be prepared to serve whenever they would suddenly be required to serve. 

12: 35- Lamps often symbolized, illustrated, the Christians' witness. Christians should show to people the light of truth about God, his righteousness (his good character and right laws), and his salvation through Jesus. They do this by speaking the truth about God, and by good behavior (action) that shows God's power making them good.

12: 35- Keep burning (NIV) shining (NCV) If oil-burning lamps were allowed to use up their oil and burn out, it would take time to trim the wicks, fill with oil, and light them. If the owner of the house, the servants' employer, has returned home and is knocking at the door, there would be no time to prepare and light the lamps.

12: 36 - Wedding banquet. In that culture a wedding celebration party could extend a long time into the night. Then the time it took to travel home from the place of the wedding could make arrival home very late. 

12: 35-37a - Waiting . . .(until) the second or third watch of the night (NIV) midnight or later. (NCV) The second watch was about 10 p.m. to 2 a.m., and the third from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. It was a long wait before the servants' employer returned. 

12: 37b- He will serve and wait on them. This was very unusual. An employer, or slave owner, would never do this in that culture. Jesus is telling us what he, the Master, will do for his faithful servants when he returns to earth and sets up his kingdom over all the world. Though he will rule over all, yet he will lovingly give honor and benefits to those who made him their Master, and who were faithful to him always until he finally returned.

12: 40 - Son of Man a name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, and to rescue God's people. Christ always was the eternal Son of God in Heaven who created all of the universe. But 2,000 years ago he became the Son of Man also when he came into the material world by being born as a human being through one human parent, Mary. So now he is both God and man.

12:40- When you do not expect him. No one knows exactly when Jesus will return to earth to conquer all evil powers and to set up his kingdom of justice and peace. Probably it will be when evil powers will seem to have gotten the victory finally over God, and Christians everywhere will be persecuted and suffering. God's help will seem to be far away just before he comes.
YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible (The questions in this section can be answered briefly)

1. Jesus was speaking to his "disciples" (12:22) and to all who would believe him and become his followers later. What did Jesus warn them, and us, to do? See 12:35, 36.

2. For how long a time should the servants be ready to meet the returning master? 12:38

3. What will this master in the story illustration do for his faithful servants whom he finds prepared for his return? 12:37

4. If an owner of a house knows that a thief will come to his house during the night, what would he not do, and what would he do? 12:39

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.
5. When the house owner did not come for a long time, what might the servants be tempted to do? What should they do instead?

6. Jesus' story about servants of any ordinary man was meant to be a warning about people's relationship to Jesus. In your own words, summarize what that warning means for us.

SECTION TWO
GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 12:41-48

DEFINITIONS

12:41- Parable (NIV) story (NCV) is a story about something in ordinary life experience that people are familiar with. But the story also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual reality, or the interaction between God and people.
12:46b- Cut him to pieces. This was a form of justice that people used at that time and place.

12: 42, 45,46b- Manager-servant . . . assign him a place with the unbelievers. (NIV) trusted servant . . . with the others who don't obey (NCV) This manager in Jesus story represents the real-world Jewish religious leaders who had positions as servants of God. They were supposed to believe in God and work for God. But their treatment of God's servants, and especially their lack of care for the servants’ Master, God, show their true nature. They do not love the Master, Jesus Christ the Son of God, nor want to obey and serve him. So they choose for themselves to be among the unbelievers.

12:46b- A place with the unbelievers. (NIV) with the others who don't obey (NCV). This place is Hell, the place of everlasting separation from God and his benefits. It is the place of everlasting suffering that people choose when they ignore or reject God, and decide not to live under his rule.

12:48- Does not know (what his master wants him to do) and does things deserving punishment does not mean that he does not know at all what he should do. It just means that the master did not speak directly to him with specific detailed instructions about everything he should do. The servant should know quite well by himself that the master would want him to take good care of his property and servants. If the servant is not sure about something, he has the responsibility to find out from the master what he wants him to do. So he still is guilty of failure to do right. He is "deserving punishment," though not as much as if the master also had directly, clearly spoken to him about his duties.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible

7. What responsibilities did the master give to his manager? 12:42

8. If the manager does what his master told him to do, what will happen to him? 12:43, 44

9. Describe the nature of the actions of the bad manager? What was the purpose of his actions? 12:45

10. What was the bad manager thinking that allowed him to do what he did? 12:45

11. Was the bad manager right or wrong about getting caught and punished? 12:46

12. Fill in the blanks: Comparing the two kinds of servants, there is:

a) a different degree, or amount of what each servant _____________________________________

b) and therefore a different degree, or amount, of _______________________________________

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

13. Do all people know God's laws and requirements even if they never had a Bible to read about God and his laws? See Bible verses printed below: ("Law" means God's laws written in the Bible.)

You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. Now we know that God's judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's judgment? Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you towards repentance? But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God "will give to each person according to what he has done."

(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.) This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. (Romans 2:1-6, 14-16)
14. Peter asked whether Jesus' parable applied to them, the twelve disciples whom Jesus had appointed to be leaders in his work, leaders of his church. Jesus answered that they are his managers to whom he gave responsibility to take care of all other Christians. Therefore, the responsibility and accountability of leaders is different from the level of responsibility of other Christians and other people. When Jesus returns to judge all people, how will the criteria for evaluation, judgment, be different for each of these:

a) Christian leaders,

b) the average Christian, 

c) for other people who did not hear about the Bible and God's written laws?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Be prepared to meet the Lord Jesus Christ at any time!

15. Have you wanted to obey and serve and please God?

16. Have you ever known what you should do, but have chosen to do wrong, hurtful, or selfish, evil actions instead? 

17. Do you believe that you are guilty, and deserve to have God punish you in his justice?

18. Will you prepare to meet Jesus, the Son of God, and be judged by him? If you want to be ready, you can ask God to forgive your disobedience and sins, and ask him to help you to serve him and do all that he wants you to do. If you do that, he promised that he will forgive you because Jesus died to pay for our sins. And he will welcome you into everlasting life with him now, and forever in his Heaven.

Luke Unit 31 Answers

1. Jesus warned them and us to be prepared to welcome and serve him, the "master," when he returns. 

2. They should always be ready, even for a long time, until the master returns.

3. He will honor and reward his servants by giving them a banquet dinner.

4. He would not be unprepared so that the thief could break in. He would not go to sleep. He would stay alert, watch for the thief, and be prepared for his arrival.

5. The servants might forget their duty and responsibilities, and might go to sleep. Instead, they should continue to faithfully do their duty so that they will be ready to welcome and serve him when he comes.

6. Jesus warns us to be faithful to our duty to him. We must always live in such a way that we will be ready to meet him at any time. We must be ready by continuing to be faithful to him even though he has not yet returned to earth to judge the world. Eventually he certainly will come!

7. The manager servant was given responsibility to use the master's property and authority to take good care of the master's servants in the way that the master told him to do.

8. He will be rewarded by being given a higher position with greater authority.

9. The bad manager misused his power to get personal supremacy and pleasure for himself. 

10. The master did not come quickly to stop him, so he thought that the master would not come and see what he was doing, and punish him. He did not care about pleasing and serving the master or the master's servants. 

11. Very wrong!

12. a) a different degree, or amount of what each servant knew of what his master wanted him to do. So there was a different amount of disobedience.
b) therefore a different degree, or amount, of guilt ("deserving" 12:48) and punishment each will have.
13. Yes. Everyone does know something about God's basic laws of right and wrong because God gave everyone a "conscience." A conscience is the understanding in our minds, and feeling in our hearts, of the difference between: 

> justice in contrast to unfairness, 

> the goodness of love, kindness and truthfulness, in contrast to the badness or wrong of selfishness, cruelty, lying and cheating.

However, people who have heard the teaching of God in the Bible have an even clearer, greater knowledge of what they should do. Therefore, they are even more responsible to God to obey those laws. They are more guilty and deserving of punishment if they do not obey those laws which they know so well.

14. The leaders, a), are given more instructions (information) and power, so they have the most responsibility. They will be judged more severely than b),the average Christian. All people, c), will be evaluated, judged, by God fairly—according to how much information they had. People ought to obey whatever amount of truth God has shown them. God's justice is fair. His punishment is in proportion to a person's degree of knowledge and disobedience. Everyone knows something about God and his laws, and therefore are guilty for not loving and obeying him. But Christians have been taught even more, so will be judged by a higher standard. 

15-18. Using the truths you learned in this study, and looking at your own life, answer these questions honestly to yourself and to God.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 32

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What motivations guide your choice of your highest Leader ? 

Do you elect representatives to govern you in your country? If you are from a nation that does not hold elections, you probably still have your opinions and feelings about your country's leaders. If in the future you have the opportunity to vote, what kind of leader would you want?

The United States holds national elections every two years. Voting patterns show that most people do not care most about the leaders' moral character, or about what is best for the nation as a whole. Rather, they vote for the person who promises to give them the greatest personal advantage and benefits. For instance, most business owners vote for the political party which they think will favor their business. Labor union members vote for the party that favors people who work for hourly wages. Voting decisions show the values and basic beliefs of voters about many moral and social issues. 

True Christians want to obey God in their decisions. They should vote according to standards and criteria which often are different from those of most other people. Sometimes members of the same family will vote in opposite ways.

The same happens when people "vote" for or against the Lord Jesus Christ. They make their decisions according to the personal beliefs and values that they have chosen. Within the same family, different members might make different decisions about Jesus. They must decide whether to receive him, or to reject him, as their supreme Leader. When deciding, many people do not look for truth, but rather follow their own personal desires. Then they try to justify their decision by finding reasons to support it. They interpret facts in ways that would seem to prove that they are right. But what are the results of doing that? Let's read what Jesus said those consequences will be.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 12:49-59

DEFINITIONS

12:49 - Bring fire on the earth (NIV) Set fire to the world (NCV) fire sometimes is a symbol of testing and purifying. The presence of God in Jesus, and God's message he brought, tested people's inner thoughts, motivations and character. People, who believe and accept Jesus, have their sins forgiven, washed away, and these people are filled with God the Holy Spirit who purifies them. Other people became enemies against Jesus, and persecuted those who believed in him. That persecution further tested the faith of the believers. "Fire" sometimes also represents God's destruction of evil powers, and judgment of evil sinners. When Jesus the Son of God comes from heaven the second time at the end of the present world's history, he will judge all who rebel against God. He will assign them to hell in order to free the world from all evil.
12:50- Baptism. The word primarily means “immersion:” that is, dipped into water and brought up out of the water. It represented Jesus’ dying, being buried in a grave, and coming out alive again. Jesus was speaking about his painful suffering and sorrow when he would die on the cross for our sins, be buried, and then rise up alive from his grave the third day after.
12: 51 - (Not) bring peace, but division. (NIV) to divide it (NCV) Jesus was speaking about his first coming from God's heaven to our earth, 2,000 years ago. When he returns at the end of the present world's history, then he will set up his kingdom of justice and peace forever. After his first coming, people decide either to believe him and submit to his authority and obey God, or not to. This decision each individual person must make for himself or herself. The decision cannot be made for him by his family or society. So one member of a family might decide one way, and another member decide the opposite. Family members might persecute (punish) a member who decides to follow the true God rather than follow the family's beliefs.

12: 56 - Hypocrites are people who are not sincere in what they say. They talk one way, but behave a different way. They try to appear to be good when they really are not.
YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible (The questions in this section can be answered briefly)

1. Jesus was God who came to live on earth as a man. He came to show God to people, to bring God's message to them, and to offer himself, God, to them. What is the result of Jesus' coming to the world? See 12:49-53

2. How was Jesus himself affected? 12:50

3. Were the people able to draw correct conclusions from the evidence about weather conditions? 12:54-55

4. Jesus pointed to the fact that people were able to correctly interpret and understand the meaning of weather conditions. He compared their understanding about weather conditions to their understanding about him. He implied that those people had enough evidence to make correct conclusions about what was happening at that time in the coming of Jesus. They should have understood the meaning of his powerful miracles and his perfect, loving, God-like character. Did they make the right conclusions? Did they believe and follow the evidence? 12:56

5. When a person offended someone, or committed a crime against someone, the offender could choose to make one of two things happen next. What are those two possible outcomes he must choose between? 12:58, 59 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

6. Why, do you think, were they so intelligent and correct about facts of technology (weather forecasting), but not about who Jesus is, and about the authority and truth of his teachings?

7. The religious leaders, and other Jews, talked as though they believed and obeyed God. But how did those people show that they were "hypocrites?" 12:56

8. Jesus' coming and speaking to people requires them to make a choice about him. In our relationship to God, what are the two different kinds of relationship with him that we must choose between? 12:58, 59

9. Jesus said that his coming divided people into opposite groups. (12:51-53) He illustrated this division as two roads that we could travel. He said, 

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)
According to this, who is it that decides whether a person’s final end will be life, or be destruction, death? Is it God, or someone else, that sends the person to either place? Who?

10. Which choice does God want people to make? Which destination does he want for them? Read what Jesus, who is God the Son, said in Luke 13:34; and read 2 Peter 3:7,9; and John 3:16-21.

Why, do you think, were they so intelligent and correct about facts of technology (weather forecasting), but not about who Jesus is, and about the authority and truth of his teachings?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD – What motivations will you allow to govern your belief and decision about Jesus?

11. Which “road” have you chosen? Which destination are you headed toward? Do you need to, and want to, change roads and destinations?

12. What will you let determine your decision about Jesus Christ—to trust, receive and obey him—or to reject him? Will you follow your personal desires, or follow what is right and true?

13. Which is more important to you: 


a) what your family or society wants you to believe and do, or


b) what God wants you to believe and do?


Luke Unit 32 Answers

1. The result is "fire" on earth (the world of people). Jesus and his message were sent from God “to earth,” testing and dividing people. 

2. He suffered “distress:” trouble and suffering.

3. Yes.

4. No.

5. He either could: 


a. be reconciled to the person he offended—make the relationship right again. or


b) be brought to court and rightly punished.

6. They used technology correctly because this would serve them—serve their purposes and desires. But to think correctly about God and his message would require them to submit to God's authority and rule. They would have to obey God instead of doing whatever they wanted to do. 

7. They acted differently from what they knew they should do. They knew the truth about Jesus. They had evidence to convince them, but they did not accept it, act according to it, and accept him.

8. We must choose either to:


a) Be reconciled to God, and have a good, right, relationship with him, or 


b) meet God as our judge, and be rightly sent to a place of punishment and restraint.

9. Jesus tells people to “enter” the right gate to take the right road. So each person himself chooses the direction of his life: which road to travel which destination to end up at. If he chooses not to go to God for life, he is sending himself to destruction.

10. God loves every person in the world, and wants everyone to come to him to be saved—rescued from his or her rebellious, sinful nature. He wants everyone to receive everlasting life with him. But many reject him and his salvation.

11-13. Your answers to these questions will determine your final, everlasting condition in eternity.




GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 33

BEGINNING THOUGHTS – Whose faults do you see? 

When you hear people criticizing other people for doing wrong, do they also admit what they—the critics—have done wrong themselves? Do they admit how they, also, have acted badly and mistreated other people?

Do you ever compare yourself to others? What do you think that your position, or rank, is: are you average, or better, or worse, or basically the same? What is the quality of your inner moral character? Are you a good person, doing good? Or are you bad, doing evil? However you compare to other people, there is a more important standard to think about. It is this: How do you compare to God?

How should we evaluate ourselves? If we evaluate ourselves correctly, what should the result lead us to do? Read what Jesus tells us about that.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 13:1-9

DEFINITIONS

13: 1 - Galileans were people living in an ancient region in the farthest northern edge of the Jew's country of Palestine. 

13: 1 - Blood Pilate had mixed (NIV) Pilate had killed (NCV). Pilate was the governor appointed by Rome. He enforced Roman law and punished violators and rebels. Pilate’s soldiers had found some rebels performing their religious ceremony, sacrificing animals, in the temple. The soldiers killed them there, mixing their blood with the animals’ blood.
13: 4 - Siloam was the name of a pool and the tower next to it in the southeastern corner of the capitol city, Jerusalem.
13: 5 - Perish means (in the Bible) more than physical death. It means the destruction of the total person, physical and spiritual. It also is the loss of the good, fulfilled life with God now, and forever in the next world, Heaven.

13: 6 - Parable is a story about something in ordinary life experience that people are familiar with. But the story also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual reality, or the interaction between God and people.

13: 6 – Fig tree in the Bible sometimes illustrates the nation of Israel of that time. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find the facts in the Bible

1. What did the people think that the reason was for the death of those other people of Galilee and Jerusalem? 13:2-4

2. But who, also, needs to repent? 13:3-5

3. What would eventually happen to them if they did not repent? 13:5

4. What is the purpose of fig trees that farmers plant?

5. If a fig tree does not produce fruit when it should, what normally would be done with it, as in the case of this farm, or vineyard, owner? 13:7

6. What did the gardener—vineyard caretaker—want to do with the fig tree? 13:8

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Understand the meaning.

7. Why do people like to talk about the sins and guilt of other people? And when they do, how might they be wrong in what they think? 13:1-3

8. If a cultivated fig tree never produces fruit when it should, what does that show about the nature, or condition of that fig tree?

9. 13:6 & 7 represents justice. 13:8 represents mercy and grace (undeserved kindness, help, salvation). Does God always punish people immediately when they do evil? 13:6-8

10. Why, do you think, does God not punish us immediately, right when we do a sin? 

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Have you repented? To whom will you be most loyal? 
11. Do you want to be like a fruitful tree that produces something good for God? Are you prepared to die and meet the Lord Jesus Christ, and be judged according to how you responded to him in your present life?

12. The fig tree represents both:

a) the nation of Israel,

b) and also all individual persons, including you and me.

Read Luke 13:34 and 2 Peter 3:7,9. In these readings, notice how God cares about both: that nation, and us; and is patient with both. Notice that he wants to be merciful and save both. Will you accept God’s mercy, love and salvation through Jesus? Will you “repent” (confess your sins and accept Jesus as your Lord), or will you choose to “perish,” instead?

Luke Unit 33 Answers

1. They thought that those people were punished according to how much they had sinned. So they thought that those people were worse sinners than they themselves were.

2. All the other people in both Galilee and Jerusalem—even "you, too." That means everyone everywhere sins and needs to change their attitude toward God, and change their lives.

3. They, also, would perish—be destroyed. They would finally be punished for their sins, as the other people already had been punished earlier.

4. Their purpose, reason for living, is to produce fruit for their owner, the farmer. They should return good to the farmer who gives it a place to live and who takes care of it.

5. A fig tree that did not produce good fruit would be removed from the owner’s land.

6. He wanted to give it another opportunity to fulfill its purpose to produce something of value. He wanted to give the tree enough time to show that it was permanently bad, before he destroyed it.

7. People like to criticize other people because that focuses attention on the evil in others rather than on their own sinful condition. They point to the evil in other people because that makes the critics seem to be better in comparison to those others. Then they think that only other people need to repent, but that they themselves do not need to repent.

8. The tree that never produces fruit must have a permanent disease, or is dying.

9. No. God is patient and merciful, and gives people enough time to change their attitude toward God. 

10. That allows us freedom to decide what we will do and be—good or bad—to obey God or to reject him. And because God loves us and is patent, he wants to give us enough time to decide to change our attitude toward him.

11-12. Your answers to these questions will determine your final, everlasting condition in eternity.

NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR FOR BIBLE STUDY FROM LUKE, UNIT # 18

After you and your students discuss each of the questions # 1, 2, 5, 6 and 7, read in class the answers to those from the printed answer sheet, including the “note” after # 6 and 7. These printed answers contain a lot of information that probably would not be brought out otherwise in the discussion. These answers will explain problems and make spiritual issues clear. Thank you.
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