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GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 1

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Do you need authoritative, accurate documents?

When you applied for admission to the university, you had to present some documents. Imagine that your birth certificate, visa or immigration papers, and the transcripts and records of all your previous schoolwork were lost! 

You try to explain that the authorities authorized your entrance to the USA and the university. But the university officials tell you that they must have written confirmation from authorities who have access to the original records and facts. You must find those school officials who can report your academic performance. And you must find the immigration officials who can confirm that the US government gave you permission to live and study here.

We need authoritative documents for important opportunities in life. That is why God gave us an authoritative document confirming what he did for us, and what he promised us. Let us look at that document written by God's official clerk, Luke. 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 1:1-4

NOTE: ONE WRITER, ANOTHER AUTHOR -- What were Luke's qualifications?

The Bible says that God is its author. And it and gives evidence that it really is God’s message to us. However, God used over forty of his servants to write the sixty-six books of the Bible. He used people who were specially prepared by their training, life experiences and spiritual character to understand and write the message correctly that God gave them. Then God specially guided their thinking so that they wrote exactly the words God wanted them to say, even though they wrote in their own personal style and in the literary forms of their own cultural idioms.

God's servant, Luke, wrote this biography of Jesus about 62 A.D. That was about 32 or 33 years after Jesus completed his life on earth and returned to God his Father in Heaven. Luke lived when Jesus' mother, brothers, disciples, and hundreds who watched Jesus, still were alive. So Luke could talk with them about what they saw and heard Jesus do and say. A historical document written about 180 A.D., the Muratonian Canon, records that Luke was a medical doctor. So he had an educated, scientific mind and method for his research about the life and teachings of Jesus. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

1:1 - Things . . . fulfilled means events in Jesus' life which were described hundreds of years before in the Old Testament part of the Bible. God had told his prophets (messengers, spokesmen for God) what to write about the person, life and work of the Messiah (Christ) whom God would send to Israel. When Jesus Christ came into the world, he did all that God had promised that he would do.

1:2 - Handed down is a technical term meaning a formal, authoritative report.

1:2 - From the first means from the beginning of Jesus' public ministry, and even before that. Jesus had twelve special disciples (students, trainees) who traveled with him at all times. Other followers were with him at many times and places. His mother, Mary, witnessed the events reported in Luke about Jesus' unique birth.

1:2 - Eyewitnesses are people who were present at an event. They saw and heard what happened. They did not just get a report about it second-hand, from someone else. Instead, they themselves personally witnessed what happened, and what was said, at the event. So they are the best-qualified persons to report the truth about that event.

1:2 - Servants of the word were people who served God and the world by passing on, publishing, God's "word" (message) to the world about Jesus.

1:3 - Most excellent is a formal title for a person of high social or official rank. He may have been a Roman official.

1:3 - Theophilus is a name which, translated, means "one who loves God." He already believed in God, but needed more detailed, exact information about Jesus.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What, do you think, is the major truth taught in this section? What do you learn from this? (Read Luke 1:1-4.)

2. Luke is writing about the events of Jesus' life, about what Jesus did and said. Where did Luke get his information about this? (Find the answer in Luke 1: 2,3.)

3. How did those people become qualified authorities to give a true report? 1:2

4. How thorough and scholarly was Luke in getting the real facts? 1:3

5. What did Luke want to give us in this book he wrote? 1:1,3

6. Therefore, can we be sure that Luke's report is true? What two words does he use to describe how confident we can be about his report? 1:4

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Decide yourself to believe, or not believe, the witnesses' reports about Jesus' life.

If there is a way to know God, would you want to meet God and know him?

If you found the God who created everything, and made the highest laws for living, would you want to honor him and obey him?

Are you willing to search for God and truth by reading the reports of the witnesses of Jesus' life? Then if you find very good reasons to believe, will you be willing to believe in Jesus? 

Make your own decision. Then tell God that you are willing to believe whatever truth he shows you. God can show you the truth about Jesus, who said that he is the only way to know God. You can talk to God now in your mind, and God will know what you are saying. Tell him what your decision is.

Luke Unit 1 Answers

1. Write whatever you discover by yourself in Luke 1:1-4. Write that before reading the later questions asked in this study lesson.

2. Luke got his information from people who watched Jesus with their own eyes and heard his teachings with their own ears. As "eyewitnesses," knew with certainty the events of his life and what Jesus said. 

(Additional note for optional further research: Some of the times when Luke could have talked with those witnesses are mentioned by Luke in: 


Acts 21:17 - Luke traveled to Jerusalem with the Apostle Paul where he met many disciples. [See also Acts 8:1.] He could have talked with Jesus' mother, Mary, at that time, and could have gotten earlier written reports about Jesus.


Acts 11;25-27 - It seems that Luke was a member of the church in Antioch. Barnabas and prophets from Jerusalem came to Antioch. Luke could have interviewed them about the facts of Jesus' life.)

3. They did not just hear other people's reports about Jesus. Instead, they were present there themselves when Jesus did his powerful works and spoke his teachings. Some of them knew the facts from the very beginning of Jesus' life. Only Jesus' mother could have known some of those facts, so Luke had interviewed Jesus' mother, Mary. These witnesses were "servants of the word." That means that they did not serve their own interests, but served God and truth by telling what God had said and done. 

4. Luke, an honest, thorough scholar, "carefully" researched "everything," and he used the most reliable sources for his information to be sure that he got correct, exact historical detail.

5. Luke wanted to give us an accurate report about what happened in Jesus' life on earth, so that we can know the truth with certainty. We can have confidence in what we believe about Jesus because we have a factual basis for believing in him. 

6. Yes, we can be certain that we really know what happened in Jesus' life.
GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 2

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Why believe in what you do not see yourself?

You can see chairs, a table, people, trees, and clouds. But you do not see atoms, electrons, quarks and other sub-atomic particles. You read or hear people say that those are real. They exist and have forces that produce the chemical and physical reactions that we see. You believe in those unseen elements and forces, even though you cannot see them. Why should anyone refuse to believe in God just because they do not see him?

People have written about what they experienced God doing in the world and in their lives. It is reasonable to believe them. We believe other people who are honest, qualified to speak about their subject, and have unselfish, good motives for telling us the truth. As you read the Bible, you will see that those who reported God's words and actions were good, humble, unselfish, honest people. They told the truth. 

Did you think that God cannot do anything in our world because fixed laws of physics, chemistry, or “fate” totally govern the world? Then read and think about Zechariah's experience reported here.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 1:5-25, and 57-80

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

1:5 - The time of Herod places these events in history. Historians living in that ancient time, who were not Christians, wrote about Herod. (They also confirm the historical reality of Caesar Augustus and the census which Luke wrote about in Luke 2:1.)

Judea was the region where most of the Jews lived. The Jew's temple was in the religious and social center of their country, Jerusalem. Jerusalem was in Judea.

A priest was a religious leader in an official position established by God. Priests led the religious ceremonies (such as burning incense) in the temple, and taught God's laws and writings to the people.

Division of Abijah was one of the groups of priests organized under the priest, Abijah.

Aaron lived about 1,400 BC at the beginning of Israel's history as a nation. God had appointed Aaron and his descendants to be priests for the Jewish nation, Israel.

:11 - Angel is a spirit-being living with God. God made angels before he made our material universe. So they are made of a different substance, and are not limited by our physical laws and dimensions. They have intelligence, personality and power. They can make themselves visible to people when they need to.

:15 - Never to take wine and fermented drink was a rule for people who needed to be fully alert in a special religious position, or duty, that God appointed them to perform.

:15, 35 - The Holy Spirit is God whose Spirit is present in his people to work in them in powerful ways.

:17 - The spirit and power of Elijah was God's Spirit who worked with great power in the teachings and miracles of God's famous prophet, Elijah, about 850 B.C. John did not do the same kind of spectacular physical miracles that Elijah did. But he powerfully preached and taught like Elijah. John warned people to repent and get into a right relationship with God and people. As a result, many people's hearts and lives were supernaturally changed—made honest, unselfish and loving. That, also, was a great, powerful miracle. It showed God's power. (See 3:3, 10-14.)

:17 - Righteous here means people who have returned to a right relationship with God.

:17 - People prepared for the Lord meant people ready to meet the Lord Jesus when he would come. That means that they were willing to recognize that Jesus is the Son of God come from Heaven, and to believe him and accept him as their Lord and Savior.

:22 - A vision is seeing and hearing into the spiritual dimension, or spiritual world. God produces the vision in the person's eyes and ears (or in the brain only).

:25 - My disgrace expressed how important it was in that society for women to have children.

:76 - The Most High was a respectful title for God who rules over everyone and everything in the universe.

:77 - Salvation is rescue by God. God wants to save us from all the destructive consequences of our evil inner nature, our evil way of living, and our broken relationship to God. It is a work that God does, not that people can do by their good efforts or good life. It is a process in which God changes believers’ hearts and lives more and more. If we receive Jesus Christ to be our Savior and Lord, he develops a good character in us, and a loving relationship with God. He heals our corrupted minds and sets us free from the controlling power of evil desires—our selfish, sinful nature. He saves us from the everlasting punishment after death that our rebellion against God deserves. He gives us joy and peace with God now in our present world. And that joy and peace become perfect in eternity when God gives us new life after our physical death.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. Where did this announcement to Zechariah come from: whose message was it? (See Luke 1:11, 19)

2. How did Zechariah respond at first to the angel's announcement that he would have a son? Why did he respond that way? Luke 1:12, 18, 20 

3. What was the consequence, result, of Zechariah's failure to believe God’s message sent through the angel? 1:20-22 and 62-64

4. In verse 16 (1:16) God said through the angel that many people would be "brought back to the Lord." (That means to be changed from being enemies of God, to becoming friends of God.) Who was the first one to plan and make this event happen? Did Zechariah, John, or God first plan and prepare to save people by bringing them back to God--into a right relationship with God?

5. Before people would be "prepared for the Lord"--willing and able to recognize and receive the Lord Jesus—what change had to happen to them? 1:16, 17

6. Hearts of fathers would be made right toward their children. That is, family relationships would be made good. Would this be achieved by laws of a government, or by educational programs, or by another means? What would be the means, or way, this change would happen? 1:16, 17

7. Zechariah's prophecy described more specifically what John's mission, or job, would be. What would John do for the Lord Jesus? And what would John do for people? :76, 77

8. Sometimes people do not do what they promised to do. They forget, or they promise without intending to do it. Sometimes they are not able to do what they wanted to do. But did God actually do what he said that he would do? 1:13, 24.

9. Find everything in verses 7-25 that show God working by supernatural power. (Supernatural means by a miracle of God, or by power greater than human power and the laws of nature. Supernatural power is the power that only God has.)

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Make your heart willing to believe the truth and to believe God.

10. Do you believe only what you can see and do, or are you willing to believe God?

11. Verse 17 says that God would send John to people who were "disobedient" to God. (Disobedient includes ignoring, rejecting and rebelling against God and his authority over our lives.) John would "make ready a people prepared for the Lord." John was to introduce the Lord Jesus to those people. But before the people would receive Jesus, they had to change their hearts—their attitude toward God.


Are you ready and prepared to meet God? You can receive God in the Lord Jesus Christ now as your friend and Savior. If you do not turn to God and receive him in this present life, then you will meet God as your Judge in Heaven after you die. Which do you now choose to do? Talk with God now in your mind, and tell him what you decide. Then sometime soon tell your Bible teacher what you decided.

Luke Unit 2 Answers
1. God "sent" Gabriel with "this good news," so it was God's message.

2. Zechariah did not believe that he would have a son because he was much too old. It was not possible by any natural, human means. He did not believe, even though God told him through the angel.

3. He lost his ability to speak. So he could not pass on God's good news to others. He was disqualified from being God's messenger--but only for a period of time. When he later obeyed God by naming his son "John," then he could speak again. 

4. God decided to save people, and he announced his plan to Zechariah before John was born. Not only did Zechariah not invent this plan himself, but also he even had difficulty believing it. It is God who makes the way for people to come into a good relationship with him and be saved for eternity. We would not know how to do that, nor have the power to do that, by ourselves.

5. Their hearts had to change. God's Spirit and power had to turn them from "disobedience" to "wisdom" and "righteousness."

6. God would do it by his Spirit and power. Human solutions and programs cannot change people's hearts. People are "disobedient" to God, and need to be made "righteous." Only God can do that as he works in people's hearts--through the preaching and teaching of his message--to turn them back to God and to one another.

7. God sent John to prepare people to receive Jesus the Savior, called "The Most High," a term for God. John would introduce Jesus to the people. John would tell people to repent and turn to God so they could receive God's forgiveness of their sins against God, and "know," or experience, God's salvation.

8. God not only is completely powerful, but he is perfectly honest and truthful. He always does what he says he will do. He gave them the baby, and would later give John (as seen later in this book) the power he promised to give him.

9. a) God miraculously made Zechariah and Elizabeth have a baby. During their long married life they had not been physically able to produce a baby, and now were too old to have a baby by natural means. (God created the whole, great universe and all of its laws of chemistry, physics and biology by his power and wisdom. So by comparison, creating the baby was very easy for such a God to do.)


b) God made the invisible angel appear to Zechariah.


c) God said what John would do in the future, and how the people would respond to John and God. Only God knows the future exactly.


d) God took away Zechariah's voice, and then gave it back to him at exactly that time that God had promised that Zechariah would regain his voice. 

10. This is your choice, just as Zechariah had to respond, to believe God or not believe. But it is reasonable to believe God. What will you do?

11. Think about what your attitude toward God has been in the past. Do you want to give to God the control and authority over your life? Do you want to receive God's love for you, and receive everlasting life with him? Then pray and ask God to forgive you for ignoring him, violating his laws and not loving him. Ask him to come into your life to be your God now and forever. He will.  Believe him!

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 3

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What will you let God do for you?

Think about your life. Have you found success? Are you happy with your life? What is success? What is the good, or best, kind of life? Can you make your life good by just your own efforts, or do you need what only God can give you? Does God have a plan for your life that is better than your plan? Do you know what God wants to give you and do for you? Are you willing to accept what God wants to do for you?

Think about these questions, and about your life, as you read about Mary. God gave Mary a great privilege. And God used Mary to make an important contribution to our world and our lives. What were Mary's beliefs and character that made it possible for God to select her for such a great privilege? In what ways are you like Mary, or different?

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 1:26-56

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

1:26 - Sixth month was when Elizabeth was pregnant with a child for six months.

Nazareth was a small town of the Jews. It was not on a major trade route highway. People thought that Nazareth was not an important town. 

Galilee was far from Jerusalem—the religious and cultural center of the Jews' country. The Jewish leaders criticized the Galilean Jews for not following the religious rules strictly enough. “Galileans spoke Aramaic (the language of the Jews at that time) with an accent that was considered uncouth (crude, low-class) by those who lived in Jerusalem.”

:27 - A virgin is a woman who never had sexual intercourse with any man. Mary and Joseph did not have sexual relations before Jesus was born.

:32 - The Most High was a respectful term for God. 

:33 - House of Jacob means the descendants of Jacob, the famous ancestor of all the Jews. Jacob fully believed God. God gave Jacob another name, "Israel," which then became the name of the Jewish nation. Jesus will be king forever to govern and provide good things for not only Jews, but also for all who believe God fully as Jacob did.

:42 - Blessed means that God did something good for Mary. (:49) God gave Mary a very great privilege to be Jesus' mother.

:47 - Savior is God who forgives our sins and will rescue us from all evil.

:49 - Holy means perfectly, purely good, with no sin or evil in his character or actions.

Name means the reputation, description or characteristics, of God.

:50 - Fear him means to have great respect for God and for his power, and to humble ourselves under God's authority.

:55 - Abraham was the first "father" of the nation, Israel. God told Abraham that God would produce a great nation from him. Abraham believed God and became the father of the Jewish nation, and the spiritual “father” of all who believe God like Abraham and Mary did.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What did Mary think when the angel announced that she would give birth to a child? See 1:34. 

2. Why would it have been difficult for Mary to accept God's plan for her to become pregnant before she had a public marriage ceremony? See 1:27, 34, and Matthew 1:18, 19 below:

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. His mother Mary was engaged to marry Joseph, but before they married, she learned she was pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit. Because Mary's husband, Joseph, was a good man, he did not want to disgrace her in public, so he planned to divorce her secretly.
3. What kind of person was Mary? Describe her response to God, attitude, social status, and character. :26, 27,38, 46-53

4. What do you learn about Jesus, and about God, from each of these Bible references listed below:


:31-33


:34, 35, 43


:37


:30, 47-49 (What does God look for in people? What kind of people does he choose to use for important roles?)


:49 


:45, 54, 55


:50


:50-55

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Make your heart willing to believe the truth and to believe God.

5. Mary believed the angel's announcement, that the eternal Son of God was coming into our world as a human baby to bring God's salvation. Will you, like Mary, believe that Jesus is God's Son? 

6. Has God asked you to do something that people would criticize you for doing, or something that is difficult in some way? Mary did not resist God’s plan for her. She believed God and gave herself to God to obey him, even when it was difficult to believe and obey. Have you been like Mary, or different? Will you believe God now? Will you let God do what he wants to do in your life? Will you give your life to him, and ask him to be merciful to you, and to be your Savior?

Luke Unit 3 Answers
1. Mary thought about the impossibility of a virgin having a baby by natural means. She did not understand how she, a virgin, would have a baby.

2. It was difficult because Mary was not married yet, only engaged. The community's moral and social standards, and her own standards, prohibited sexual contact before marriage. So the man she was engaged to, and her family, friends and society would misunderstand, criticize her and put shame on her unfairly.

3. Mary had a low position in society ("humble state" :48) as a young woman of an unimportant town. But she believed what God said (:38, 45, 48, 49). She was willing to do whatever God wanted her to do (:38). She knew God as her Savior (:47). She praised and worshipped God (:46-55).

4. :31-32 - Jesus had a human mother, but he is the Son of God. Jesus' spirit, his eternal nature as God, was joined to his human nature from Mary. 

:32 33 - Jesus will live and rule (govern all) as king forever.

:34, 35, 43 - Jesus is uniquely God's Son, born from God's Spirit, not from a human father. That makes Jesus the "Lord," having the same essence--divine nature--as God.

:37 - God is not limited by the laws of nature, or by human potential. He can do whatever He wants to do.

:30, 48, 49 - God does great things for people who believe and honor him. For the important roles in his plans and programs, God does not select people according to their wealth, power, or status, but according to their character and relationship to him.

:49 - God is mighty, and holy, and sovereign (in total control of everything).

:45, 54,55 - God fulfills his promises. He does all that he says he will do. 

:50 - God is merciful to those who revere him, who humble themselves before God.

:50-55 - God is in final control of nations and individuals. He will judge all people. He will punish those who are proud or arrogant, and bring good to those who have suffered unfairly.

4. and 5. Think about God's power, goodness and love for you. He wants to bring you into a good relationship with him, and into a good life with him. It is your choice to receive God, or to reject him and his mercy and benefits.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!
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Unit 4

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Will you make a place for God in your life?

Think about a time when you visited someone in their home or office. How did they greet you and receive you? From the way they responded to your visit, could you know what they thought about you, and how they felt about you? 

A child welcomes a grandmother who loves that child and brings a toy when she visits. But a teen-aged son or daughter might not want a parent to come to their room if they do not want the parent telling them what they should do.
How, do you think, people would receive a visit from God? Think about that as you read about "the Lord's" birth into our world.

GOD'S WORD -- Read all of Luke chapter 2

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

2:1 - Shepherds cared for flocks of sheep. Shepherds had low economic and social status.

:8 - Roman world (NIV) Roman rule (NCV). Rome ruled the countries around the Mediterranean Sea, including Palestine where Jesus lived.
:11 - Savior was the person God had promised, in the Old Testament Bible time, to send to the Jews. The Jews wanted God to send a powerful Jewish king who would set them free from the oppression of the Romans who had conquered their world. But God planned to send a Savior who would totally rescue people of all nations from the greatest problems of mankind. He would save people from all the problems caused by mankind's rebellion against God and broken relationship with God. He would bring everlasting peace to the world, forgive believers' sin and guilt, and bring them into everlasting life with God.

Christ is the title of a person specially commissioned with authority and power by God. In the Old Testament of the Bible, God had promised to send the Christ ("Messiah" in Hebrew language) to save people.
Lord is one who has authority to rule, govern. "The Lord" was a title for God, the one Lord who has highest authority above all others, and has ultimate rule.

:12 - Manger (NIV) feeding box (NCV) was a rough box for cattle, mules or sheep to eat out of.

:21 - To circumcise was a religious ceremony which God ordered for Jewish male babies showing that they were in a “covenant” relationship with God. That means that they belonged to God and to God's people, and were under God's care.

:22 - Purification was a religious ceremony forty-one days after birth of the child. It permitted a mother and child to enter the temple and to have normal social contacts.

 :22, 23 - Law of Moses and law of the Lord were the same. God gave his laws to the religious, governmental leader he chose: Moses. Moses wrote down those laws for Israel and individuals to follow. The laws for religious ceremonies and civil government were primarily meant for Israel and individuals of the Old Testament time, before Christ. But the principles behind them, and all God's laws for moral and spiritual behavior, apply to all people of all times.
:25 - Righteous and devout (NIV) good and godly. (NCV) Simeon obeyed God's laws; loved and honored God.

:25 - Holy Spirit is God whose Spirit comes into his people to work in and through them in powerful ways.
:30 - Salvation is what the Savior can give us. (See definition of "Savior," above.)

:32 - Light for revelation (NIV) is Jesus Christ who was like a light which revealed God so that we could see God. God came to earth to live here as a man, Jesus. So Jesus made the invisible God become visible by his life on earth. Jesus' life showed Gods character, love, power and truth for all people to see.

Gentiles (NIV) are all people who are not Jews.

:35 - Thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. People's real attitude toward God, the thoughts hidden in their hearts, would be shown. When God came to them in Jesus Christ, their acceptance or rejection of Jesus showed their attitude toward God.
:35 - Pierce your own soul (NIV) make your heart sad (NCV) was painful sorrow that Jesus' mother Mary felt thirty-three years later when the Jewish leaders would reject, unjustly condemn and murder her son.
:38 - Redemption of Jerusalem (NIV) means that Christ will buy out of slavery, or rescue, the people of Jerusalem from the powers that took control over them (not only a military power, but also sin and Satan). 
:41 - Feast of the Passover was a religious holiday of the Jews celebrating the time centuries before when God rescued them out of slavery in Egypt.

:43 - Jesus stayed behind probably because he did not notice that his parents were leaving Jerusalem. The parents did not check to see whether Jesus was in their caravan before they left.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What is interesting to you in this chapter 2? And what do you learn about God and about human nature?

2. Did Jesus begin his life in comfortable circumstances? Describe the conditions at his birth. Read 2:1-7.

3. The term, "the Lord," is a title for the person who has the highest authority and power. In the Bible it is a title for God. (See 2:6,8) In 2:26 the "Lord's Christ" means that the Lord (one person) sent his representative, Christ (a second person). So "Lord" there refers to God the Father who sent Jesus Christ. In 2:11 the "Savior (who) has been born . . . is Christ the Lord." The same title, "Lord," is used for Jesus Christ. What does that tell you about Jesus Christ?
4. How did the shepherds and Simeon and Anna respond to God's sending Jesus Christ? Describe their feelings, attitude and actions. :8-38

5. God selected Mary to bring his Son, Jesus, into the world. He selected shepherds, Simeon and Anna to announce this important event. What kind of people were these whom God chose? 


What do you think, are God's criteria for evaluating people? What is important to God about people, and how is that different from what people think is important?

6. What benefits would Jesus' coming (birth and life) bring to people? :10, 11, 14.

7. How else would Jesus' life and teachings affect people? 


a) What will his life and teachings uncover, show, about people? :35.


b) People will be divided into two groups according to how they react, respond, to Jesus. What will happen to each of those two groups? :34.

YOUR RESPONSE TO THE LORD'S COMING INTO OUR WORLD, AND COMING TO YOU

How do you feel about God's "good news" announcement that Jesus came into our world, and that he can bring "great joy" and God's "salvation" to you?

If God knocked on the door of your home, and asked to come into your life, how would you feel? What would you tell him?

You can welcome God into your life by asking Jesus Christ to come into your life to be your "Savior" and "Lord." You could do that by praying to God silently in your mind now, or by talking audibly to God as soon as you are alone in a private place.

Luke Unit 4 Answers
1. Write out what you saw and learned and think.

2. No, his life began in poverty and suffering. He was a member of an oppressed people (under Roman rule and cruelty). His mother was forced to take a long, difficult journey by walking or riding a mule just before his birth. He was born in humiliating circumstances in a cold, dirty, smelly animal barn. His family had no significant social status or power. It was not the proper way for the world to welcome their "Savior," "Christ the Lord." (2:10,11) They did not recognize that he was the Son of God, their Creator and King. (1:32,33) 

3. Both Jesus, and the One who sent Jesus, are called "Lord." Jesus essentially has the same authority and power that God has. Jesus is equal with God. There can be only one infinite, self-existing, non-dependent highest Power that created everything else. (That is called Deity, or God.) But one did the sending, and the other was sent, so they are two persons. Those two persons both are Lord God having the same power and essential nature. God the Father and God the Son (Luke 1:32) are two persons, but one God. (1:35 shows that God the Holy Spirit, the third person of the divine trinity, also is "the power of the Most High.") (This fact about the one God existing in three persons is not explained here, but just introduced and shown here.)

4. They believed God, and were eager to see, greet, honor and praise Jesus Christ the Lord. Meeting God in Christ the Lord brought great joy and satisfaction to them. They thanked and praised God. They joyfully told other people about the arrival of the Lord. That showed their faith in God and love for God.

5. They were humble people who believed and honored God. They were not important by human standards, but were selected by God because they believed, obeyed and loved God. A person's wealth, education, social position and power are not as important as what God thinks of the person, and the role God gives to him or her in God's program and eternal kingdom. God places greatest value on a person's character and relationship to God, one's faith and love to God.

6. Jesus would bring "great joy" to people of "all" nations and levels of society. As "Savior," he will rescue people from all the problems and sufferings of the world. He will bring "peace" with God, and total peace, to the people to whom he gives his "favor" or benefits of salvation.

7. a) The hidden, secret, thoughts and attitudes of all people will be exposed by Jesus Christ (by their attitude of acceptance or rejection of Jesus). (That will be fully exposed at the Judgment Day after death when they appear before Jesus Christ, the final Judge of all people).


b) Those who reject God's love, mercy, forgiveness and salvation in Jesus will "fall," or be destroyed. Those who believe and receive Jesus will "rise" (to everlasting life, honor and joy with God.)

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 5

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Are you ready for God to come to you?

Imagine that there was a young man named "Buma." In his language Buma means, "loved son." He grew up without knowing his parents. When he was very young, they were all in a refugee camp. He wandered away in the camp, and got separated from his parents. Found alone, the boy was taken away and raised in a large orphanage for refugee children. Buma thought that he had no one who loved him, no one he belonged to. 

Buma had an identification bracelet strapped around his wrist with his family's name, "Tienbar," meaning "Heaven's family." His family had an honorable name in the society he came from, but now in his new country it meant nothing to him. As he got older, he tried to make himself important by getting rich through selling illegal drugs. His life was filled with violence, stealing, lying, drunkenness and loneliness. 

Then one day a man came to his door who looked like the people from Buma's own racial group. But he looked different from Buma because he had a kind, loving face. The man asked, "Are you Buma Tienbar?"

"Yes, I am," Buma replied, "--or once I was. But I'm not sure what I am now!"

The messenger told him, "Your parents finally were able to trace you to this country. They sent me to find you. I searched the phone books of the fifty largest cities, and found you because of your unique name. Here is the letter they gave me to give to you." 

Buma excitedly read the letter. It said, "Our dearly loved son, Buma: We always have wanted to be reunited to you. Finally we can get our message to you! We want to come to see you, to know what your life is like, to live with you for awhile, and later on to take you to live with us in our home, and give you a good job." 

Buma began to cry and shake violently! Tears flooded his eyes. Then his face lit up with joy. He jumped up and said, "I must prepare for my parent's coming! I will get rid of my guns and drugs. I will buy some decent, clean clothes. I will go out today to apply for an honest job!" And he went and did all that.

That is the story about Buma. But is that just an imaginary story? No, it is a true illustration about all people and God—about you and God. Just as Buma wanted to prepare for his parents to come to him, so we need to prepare ourselves to receive God who wants to come to us. Read now in the Bible about a real messenger whom God sent to people to tell them and us how to prepare for God. 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 3:1-21a

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

3:1,2 - Tiberius . . . Lysanius and the other names were real people in history. These people are seen in other ancient books written by scholars who were not Christians. These historical references show that Luke's book is a real historical report written with factual precision. It is not just a fictional story, or myth. The "fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar" was from August, 28 A.D. to August, 29 A.D.

:3 - Preaching is announcing what God will do for people, and teaching what God tells people to believe and do, and urging people to accept God's offer and do what God tells them to do.

Baptism was a common religious ceremony. The word "baptize" literally means to immerse or dip. People were baptized in water. For the Jews of that time baptism symbolized a spiritual cleansing and joining with the people who belong to God and want to serve God. John's baptism added the requirement that people repent of their sin and prepare themselves for the coming of God's Savior, Christ. 

Repentance (NIV) changed hearts (NCV) is a change of mind about the wrong way we live. That includes changing our attitude about not obeying and honoring God. Repentance usually is accompanied by a deep sense of our guilt in the sight of a holy God, regret or sorrow for having offended God, and a determination or desire to want to change whatever is wrong in our behavior and relationship to God.

Baptism of repentance means that by accepting baptism, the person is admitting that he has been a sinner needing to change his ways, and that he now repents.

Forgiveness is God's canceling or removing the sinner's guilt, or moral debt to God. The sinner is pardoned and set free from condemnation and punishment by God. The sinner had deserved punishment under God's justice for violating God's good laws. But in God's mercy he is pardoned. He does not have to pay for his sins because Jesus died in his place to pay for his sins.

Baptism of repentance for forgiveness means that the person's repentance results in his being forgiven by God. By being baptized, he shows that he has repented, and therefore has been forgiven.

:4 - Isaiah the Prophet wrote God's messages about 740 B.C. A prophet was a special representative chosen by God to speak and/or write a message from God exactly as God gave it to him. Luke quotes one of Isaiah's prophecies from the book Isaiah wrote in the Old Testament part of the Bible.

:4 - Lord is a title for one who has authority to rule, govern. "The Lord" was a title for God, the one Lord who has highest authority above all others, and has ultimate rule over the whole universe.

:6 - God's salvation is rescue by God. God wants to save us from all the destructive consequences of our evil inner nature, evil way of living, and broken relationship to God. It is a work that God does. His salvation of individuals is a process that changes our heart and life more and more. It develops good character in us, and a good relationship with God. It heals our corrupted mind. It saves us from the everlasting punishment after death that our rebellion against God deserves. It gives us joy and peace with God now in our present world. That joy and peace becomes perfect in eternity when God gives us new life after our physical death. God's final salvation of the world will happen when Jesus returns to earth as Lord to destroy all evil powers. He will make a new heaven and earth where there will be no sin, death or sorrow.

:7 - Brood of vipers (NIV), snakes (NCV) meant insincere people, deceivers, liars, who pretended to be good when they really had bad motives.

Coming wrath (NIV), God's coming punishment (NCV) is God's future punishment for sin. God will judge all people. God is angry about the evil attitudes and actions of people. God's justice and pure character require that the way we behave, and the choices we make, must have consequences—appropriate results.

:8 - Fruit in keeping with repentance (NIV) is translated in the New Century Version (NCV) as, things that show you really have changed your hearts and lives.

Abraham as our father referred to the special ancestor, the first "father," of the ancient nation, Israel. Because Abraham believed God, God promised to show favor to Abraham and his descendants. Many of the Jews wrongly thought that they would be accepted by God just because they were racial descendants of Abraham, even though they did not trust and obey God as Abraham did.

Stones (NIV) rocks (NCV) have no life in them. So stones represent people who have no spiritual life in them—no eternal life with God. But God can give spiritual life to those spiritually dead people who repent.

Children for Abraham means people who are like Abraham because they have faith and love for God as Abraham did. They will receive God's favor that God had promised to Abraham and his descendants because of their faith.

Ax . . . at the root of the trees means that God was beginning to judge the nation. God was going to remove the Jewish priests and the religious and social leaders who did not produce the good spiritual leadership that they should have given. The Jewish leaders and their official positions were rejected by God when they rejected God who came to them in Jesus Christ. Then God used the Roman armies to destroy them when the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

:11 – Tunics were garments, one-piece robes, not like modern, separate, pants and shirt.

:15 - The Christ is the title of the person commissioned by God with special authority and power. In the Old Testament of the Bible, God had promised to send Christ ("Messiah" in Hebrew language) to save people. The Jews hoped that Christ would be a powerful king who would save them from the Roman army's occupation of their land. But God wanted first to save them from sin’s control over them, and from their separation from God.

:16 - Sandals . . . untie was a task that a lowly servant would do for his master, owner.

Fire purifies gold by separating out worthless material. It is an analogy representing God's holiness and testings, and for God’s final judgment that will forever separate those people whom God saves and purifies from those people who are rejected.

:17 - Winnowing fork (NIV) clean the grain (NIV). Farmers used a large fork to throw harvested grain up into the wind. This separated the useful grain (which the farmer kept) from the chaff (outer shell) of the grain which was discarded as the wind blew it away.

:19 - Rebuked Herod (NIV) spoke against (NIV) means that John publicly told this powerful political ruler that he was violating God's law that prohibited adultery. Herod was living with his brother's wife, Herodious, in a sexual relationship. God's prophets boldly spoke God's warnings about sin.
YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. Who sent John, and whose message did he carry? See 3:2, 4.

2. To whom would God show God’s salvation that the Lord was coming to bring? --to the Jew's nation only? 3:6

3. Did John tell any of the people who came to him that they were doing all right? Or did each kind of people have to repent and make changes in their lives? 3:7-14.

4. John answered three groups of people. What was each of the three kinds of people doing wrong that they should correct?

5. Luke 3:3 tells us what people must do to get God's forgiveness of sin. Did God forgive people because they produced "good fruit" (good behavior), or did God forgive people because they "repented” (were sorry for doing wrong, and decided to change)?

6. Therefore, does God forgive people because they are good and earn it? Or is God's forgiveness a free gift for people who are bad, but are sorry about their sin, and want to change?

7. John told the people to change and begin producing "good fruit." How would their "good fruit" (behavior changed to good) relate to their "repentance," if they had truly repented?

8. How did Isaiah's words describe what John was preaching? 3:4-6

9. What did Isaiah mean that people should do to "prepare the way for the Lord" to come to them? 3:4, 5

10. Was John afraid to speak God's message publicly when it was dangerous politically, and dangerous for his career and personal safety? :19, 20

11. The people responded to God's warnings in one way. (See 3:10, 12, 14, and 21.) Herod responded in another way (3:20). They are examples of two kinds of responses we can make to God. Describe the difference between those two kinds of responses.

12. So, before Jesus can come to you to give God's forgiveness to you, what must you do?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Prepare your heart to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior

13. Are you willing to ask God the same question from verse 10: "What should we do?" or, "God, tell me what to do, and I will do it?" Tell God that you are willing to change anything in your heart and life that should be changed, by God’s Holy Spirit’s help.

14. In 3:11-14, John told each kind of people specific ways to change what they had been doing. If you truly repent and change your attitude toward God, what specific behaviors and priorities should you change in your life? Write down on the paper all that you can think of.

Luke Unit 5 Answers
1. God sent John to deliver God's "word," message.

2. At some time the whole human race (people of all ethnic and language groups) "will see" what God did through Jesus Christ to save people. (See Revelation 5:9, 10 and 7:9, 10.)

3. The whole crowd was a "brood of vipers." John told everyone to repent so that their sins could be forgiven. Every person in the world (except Jesus) has sinned. That is, everyone has done some things he knows is bad, has refused or neglected to do the good that he knew he should do. That means that God had shown every person what is right, good, loving, kind or unselfish to do. But every person has disobeyed God, said "No!" to God, rebelled against God. That makes every sin a serious matter. There are no "little sins." They all break our good relationship with God, and deserve punishment. We need to turn back to God, and have our sins forgiven by God.

4. The first group was not caring about the needs of poorer people. They had not shared their possessions (such as coats) with people suffering from need. The second group, tax collectors, used their authority and position selfishly to charge more taxes than required. They made themselves rich at the expense of their fellow countrymen. Soldiers used their power to oppress the people for the soldiers' personal gain. Everyone was oppressing, or taking advantage of, weaker people in some way. How do you treat people when you have some personal advantage over them: your children, spouse, or subordinates at work?

5. "Repentance for the forgiveness of sins" in 3:3 means that repentance brings God's forgiveness. John does not talk about "good fruit" (good behavior) until later, in verse 9.

6. Forgiveness of sin is a free gift from God for people who sinned. All people have failed God's perfect standards, and so cannot earn or deserve God's favor. The people whom John warned had used their money, power or position in selfish ways. They were not living in the way God wanted them to live. That is true of all of us, even if we are not "criminals," like murderers or thieves. But God forgives those who repent, who do not want to continue doing wrong.

7. First John told people to repent (:3). Then God would forgive their sins (3). But some came to be baptized thinking that God would accept them because of their ethnic relationship to Abraham (:8b), even though they did not really repent. So John told them to show that they repented. "Good fruit" of a changed life, better be-havior, is a result that follows after a person changes his heart attitude. It shows true repentance. It proves that the person sincerely is sorry for offending God. That person wants his behavior to change to please God. If a person sincerely repents, his life will begin to change for the better, even though he still is not perfect. John warned the people to be not just superficially interested in his preaching. They should also want God to change their lives. John warned them to not be religious without really surrendering themselves to God.

8. Isaiah described how John would prepare people for the Lord Jesus Christ to come to them. Isaiah said to not let any obstacle or barrier (valley, mountain, or crooked, rough road) make it difficult for the Lord to come. John told people to prepare their hearts (minds, attitudes) to receive Jesus Christ when he comes. 

9. Isaiah meant that people should correct their heart attitude and behavior. That is repentance. Repentance removes barriers such as: 

a) rebellion against God's authority over us, b)putting ourselves first, and c) refusing to give up our sins. 


Then with those barriers removed, they would receive God coming in Christ, and not reject him.

10. Maybe John was afraid, but nevertheless, he fully spoke what God sent him to say.

11. Many people humbled themselves, repented, and expressed that by being baptized. But Herod resisted God. By putting God's messenger, John, in prison, Herod tried to silence God's call for repentance. So we, also, can either listen to God, and repent, or we can decide to refuse God's warning to repent.

12. You must prepare your heart to receive the Lord Jesus Christ gladly by repenting. You must receive the Lord into your life to change you—to make you become, and do, what God wants you to be and do.

13. This is a decision you must make yourself, one way or the other.

14. Write these down, and ask God to change these in your life.


GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 6

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Who is qualified by God's standards and requirements?

Before a university accepted you, you had to pass many difficult competitive exams. Before international students can qualify for graduate teaching assistant (TA) positions, they must prove their superior competence in their field of specialization that they will teach. This is necessary because teaching assistants must not make the same mistakes that their students make. The TA must be able to help their students, and must judge their students' work correctly when they correct the students' exams.

In today's Bible study we see Jesus tested by more difficult tests than any we ever had. And we see the outcome of those tests. Why was it necessary that Jesus be tested?

All the people of the world needed someone who could correct the problems and the wrongs in the world. But the person able to correct the world's problems must have more than just correct knowledge. He must have perfect character. Some highly intelligent people have used their knowledge to gain selfish power. They used their great knowledge to cause greater oppression, destruction and suffering. Humanity's problem is primarily not a lack of knowledge, but a lack of the desire and moral strength to do what is right and good. Sin (violation of God's way to live) destroys people's spiritual lives, moral character and relationship with God. Sin corrupts societies, families and individual lives. Sin disqualifies people for membership in God's perfect future world. 

So the person who was needed to save the world from humanity's faults must not have the same faults himself. Jesus was tested severely, but he never failed. Every other person in all of the world, in all times of history, has failed to love and obey God fully. Every other person adds to the problem between man and God, and between people. Only Jesus was perfect and qualified to solve that problem. Every other person offended God. God wanted someone with whom he could be well pleased—completely satisfied. God could use that person to lead people back into a good relationship with God.

Adam, the first man whom God created, was the representative leader for all who come from him: all people of the world. Adam failed to respect and obey God. The result of Adam's rebellion was that mankind —all of us—are separated from God. If we accept Jesus Christ as our new representative to God, then God accepts us, just as he accepts Jesus who is perfect. Then we are reconciled to God, reunited to be friends again.

So the solution of all the problems of the world, and your own everlasting life with God, all depend on how Jesus responded to the tests he was given. Let's read now about the tests that Jesus was given, and the results. And we will see also how we should respond when we are tempted to do evil.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 3:21-4:15 (You do not have to pronounce the names in 3:23-38.)
DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

3:21 - Baptized - The verb "baptize" literally means to immerse or dip. People were baptized in water. For the Jews of that time baptism symbolized a spiritual cleansing and joining with the people who belong to God and want to serve God. 

3:21 - Jesus was baptized too - The other people were baptized to show that they repented (were sorry for doing bad things) and became willing to obey God. But Jesus did not need to repent because he never had sinned. But he wanted to show that he, like the others, was willing to obey God. And though he was not baptized for doing any sins himself, yet as our representative he was baptized to take responsibility for our sins. He took our guilt (and punishment for it, later) on to himself so that God could forgive us.

Heaven was opened. The Heaven meant here is God's eternal home, a place beyond our material universe. (A place in other dimensions and different substance than our material universe.) Heaven was "opened" at Jesus' baptism so that people could hear God speak, and God's Spirit could come upon Jesus. Heaven usually is invisible to people in our present time and condition.

3:22 - Son refers to Jesus, the Son of God. God is one eternal spirit. God the Father has no wife and did not give physical birth to a son. God as "Son" means that God-the-Son has the same nature and being as God-the-Father has, and he relates to the Father in other ways similar to how sons relate to fathers. The Son of God has always existed with God the Father. He is one God with the Father, and equal to him in his powers and glory, but he gets his nature from the Father, and acts willingly in full agreement with the Father.

3:38 - Adam, the son of God means that Adam had no human parents, as later persons had. God himself (not human parents) created Adam directly. But Adam was not the son of God in the special, greater, unique way that Jesus is the Son of God. God calls Jesus in 3:22 "my Son," with a capital "S." That shows the divinity—the essential nature of God—uniquely in Jesus. Jesus had no human father. God himself was his Father. As Adam was the beginning of the human race, so Jesus is the beginning of a new family of people in all of the world. Those are the people who get spiritual life from Jesus. They become God's children and citizens of God's kingdom in Heaven. They will live with God forever.

4:1 - Full of the Holy Spirit meant that God-the-Holy Spirit had complete control of Jesus, and filled Jesus with God's power. The Son of God lives in Heaven in all eternal time before he came to live on earth as a man. In his life on earth he still was God, as well as man. But he did not use his own special powers as God. He limited himself to ordinary human powers until he rose up alive from the grave and returned to Heaven. The special abilities he did use—miraculous knowledge and power—came from God the Holy Spirit (the third person in the one being of God) who fully lived in Jesus.

4:2 - Devil, sometimes called "Satan," is a powerful evil spirit-being. He once was servant to God until he led a rebellion against God. Since then he attempts to destroy any good that God plans or makes, and he promotes disobedience to God. 

4:4,8,10, 12 - It is written and it says refers to the Bible. Jesus quoted what God gave his prophets to write in the Bible. These quotations are from the Bible’s Old Testament: Deuteronomy 8:3; 6:13; Psalms 91:11,12; and Deuteronomy 6:16. Quotations in Luke are not stated in exactly the same words as in the Old Testament because they were translated from the Old Testament’s Hebrew language, into Aramaic that Jesus spoke, then into Greek which Luke wrote. But the words which Luke uses have the same meaning as the original statements in the Hebrew Old Testament. The Devil also quoted the Bible, but he left out important parts of what God said in the Bible. By leaving out part of the truth, the Devil tried to make God's promise apply to a wrong action that the promise did not apply to. (In Psalm 91:9,14 God's promise applied to the condition that "IF you make the Most High [God] your dwelling . . . THEN no harm will befall you." and "'Because he loves me,' says the Lord, 'I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.'")

4:10 - Angels are spirit-beings who live in God’s spiritual world, or dimensions, outside of our material universe. God made angels before he made our material universe. So they are made of a different substance, and are not limited by our physical laws and dimensions. They have intelligence, personality and power. They can make themselves visible to people when they need to. The angels serve God and God’s people on earth usually in a way invisible to us. But sometimes angels took on a physical appearance in order to communicate with God’s people at very special times in God’s program of revelation and salvation. 

4:12 - Do not put the Lord your God to the test means do not push God to the limit of his patience. Do not force God to punish your wrongdoing. The Devil was also trying to get Jesus to make God prove that God would do what he promised to do. Instead, we should trust God and believe that he will do what he promised.

4:15 - Synagogues are buildings where Jews, and converts to the Jewish religion, meet for their religious instruction and worship.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. The Bible clearly teaches that there is only one real God who is infinite, eternal, has power over everything and everyone else, and is uncreated. (His existence comes from himself. Everything and everyone else depends on him for its and their existence.) For instance,

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. (Deuteronomy 6:4, and Mark 12:29)
...that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God and that there is no other. (1 Kings 8:60)

So God is one in his essential nature, his infinite being. But how many persons are revealed (introduced), closely associated, and individually acting in 3:21-22?  Name them.

2. What was God the Father's evaluation of Jesus? :22

3. Notice how old Jesus was then. See 3:23. God the Father gave his evaluation of Jesus in 3:22 at that time in Jesus' life. So what does that tell you about the kind of life Jesus had lived all those years before that time?

4. In 4:3, God the Holy Spirit had led Jesus to stay in the desert without food. But the Devil tries to tell Jesus what to do. If Jesus made bread for himself at such a time, that would have significance different from ordinary eating at other times. Why would it have been wrong for Jesus to make bread himself then? 

5. What kind of human need did Satan use to tempt Jesus? Describe some other needs like that—needs that the Devil uses to tempt people.  :2-3

6. Matthew also reports in the Bible about this temptation. Matthew 4:4 reports more of Jesus' answer: "Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God." The basic essentials that people must have to live fulfilled lives as whole, complete persons are represented by these two resources: bread, and God's words. 

> What kinds of needs could "bread" represent, other than just bread?

> And what do you think that "God's words" do for us?

7. In all three temptations, what did Jesus use for his guide and authority that governed his beliefs, decisions and actions? See 4:3-12.

8. In the second temptation, 4:5-7, what lure, attraction, did Satan use to try to get Jesus to do wrong?

9. What do you think Jesus would have lost if he had gotten power over the world in the way the Devil wanted him to do?

10. What was the attraction, lure, in the Devil's third temptation? And what would be wrong about doing it? (Think about what the crowds around the temple would have thought about Jesus if he had made that spectacular jump safely.) 4:9-11

11. What was Jesus' score in his exam?

12. What was the result when Jesus successfully did right—when he had victory over the Devil's temptations? 4:13,14

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Say "NO!" to the Devil, and "YES!" to God. 

13. Do you sincerely want to put God first, above your own desires, as Jesus did? 

14. Because we all have failed to love and obey God as completely as we should, will you trust Jesus, who is perfect, to help you and save you? 

Luke Unit 6 Answers
1. Three: "The Holy Spirit" who came down upon Jesus from Heaven, the "Son," and the Son's Father who spoke from Heaven.

2. God the Father gave Jesus a perfect "grade." Nothing in Jesus' heart or life had offended the Father, so he was well pleased with Jesus. God the Father also told us that Jesus is his Son.

3. All of his life as a child and adult Jesus loved God the Father with all his heart, and perfectly did all that God his Father told him to do. He never sinned against God. He never lied, cheated, hurt or hated anyone, and never was selfish. Instead, he loved all people and did good to everyone. Jesus the Son of God has the same moral character that God his Father has.

4. Jesus was obeying God whose Holy Spirit had led him into the desert, and to not eat during that time. Jesus followed God's instructions to stay in the desert without food. Now if Jesus did what Satan told him to do—to eat bread—that would be doing something which God did not give Jesus permission to do yet. If Jesus made bread for himself now, he would be acting independently from God, and disobeying God. Satan also tried to appeal to Jesus’ pride, saying to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God, make these stones into bread.” That meant, If you are such a great person, you should not have to suffer hunger like this! You should be able to act independently from God your Father, and not have to obey him. That would have broken the loving, unified relationship between God the Father and God the Son.

5. Hunger is a physical need of the body. Other desires of the body are for sex, pleasure, and relief from pain, sickness and tiredness. The Devil tries to get people to make physical pleasure or comfort more important than God. The Devil tempts people to satisfy their physical desires by means, or at times (immediately), which oppose our loving God's good plan for us.

6. > Bread represents all the essential material things our body needs to live. It also represents nonessential material things that we desire: such as, a beautiful house, car, spouse, money and other things we see in stores and advertisements. 

> God's words meet the needs of our heart and spirit. They strengthen our character. They satisfy our hunger for God and our need for purpose and lasting value for our lives. They give us not just physical life, but spiritual life and everlasting life with God that he designed us for.

7. Jesus used God’s word, the Bible, to determine what he should do, and would do. He quoted and obeyed God’s word. He used it to resist the Devil and his temptations. 

8. The Devil offered to make Jesus king, or ruler, over all nations. It was a quick and easy way to get high status, wealth, and control over people. But it would be a kingdom derived from evil power (the Devil's). Jesus as God had the right to rule over everyone even without the Devil's permission (though the Devil has been allowed some degree of ownership over world governments and societies until Jesus returns in the future to set up his final kingdom rule). But Jesus should rule in God's way, not the Devil's way. 

9. If Jesus had put himself under Satan's power by worshiping Satan, he would have spoiled his good, pure character. Jesus would have lost his battle against the power of sin, broken his connection to God's power, failed to respect God, lost his eternal loving companionship with God his Father, and failed in his mission. Jesus said (in another place) that God sent him not to be served by others, but to serve others. He knew he must go through death as a punishment for our sins, so that we could be forgiven by God and have everlasting life with him in Heaven. 


After Jesus' death, God the Father would honor him for his obedience and sacrifice. God will make Jesus ruler and judge over all of the world, and victor over the Devil. But Jesus first had to suffer in order to become Savior and King. The Devil tried to get Jesus to take an easier way, to avoid the pain. But Jesus would have failed to do right, and would have lost everything for himself and for us. If the Devil made Jesus become king, then people would be forced to obey him. But Jesus does not want this kind of power which worldly kings use. He wants people to be loyal to him because we love him, and because he is good and deserves our trust and obedience. He would have lost his opportunity to save us by love.

10. The miraculous display of God's power, favor and protection of Jesus would make people admire Jesus and make him their leader. But they would follow Jesus from wrong motives. The Devil tried to tempt Jesus to want people's praise, more than to want God's approval. That would be self-exalting pride.

11. A perfect 100%!

12. The Devil stopped trying for awhile, and Jesus received God's power to do the work God sent him to do. As Jesus taught people, they noticed and acknowledged his wisdom and goodness.

13. Your choice is either to obey what your loving Father God tells you in the Bible to do, or you let the Devil tempt you to do what eventually leads to destruction and death. 

14. God accepts Jesus' perfect obedience instead of ours. So as we accept Jesus and his saving work for us, God can forgive and accept us.
GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 7

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Which spiritual power is controlling your mind and life?

I knew a man named Russ. He had been addicted to alcoholic drinks. He could not stop or control his destructive drinking habit. When he got drunk, he cruelly beat his mother. Afterwards, he painfully regretted it when he woke up sober. He cried many tears over his weakness, but felt helpless. 

But then Russ heard about God's love and mercy for him in Jesus Christ. He asked the Lord Jesus to forgive him and to rescue him from sin’s power and to change him. God came into Russ with power, and made him completely free from his addiction! He stopped drinking alcohol and became one of the kindest, gentlest, loving, serving people I knew.

Many Christians in countries around the world can tell you about their experiences of God's power in their lives. For example, Christians experience God answering their prayers in amazing ways. Also, God changes the heart attitudes and the behavior of Christians in powerful ways. They change in ways they were not able to do by themselves before becoming Christians. People who are not addicted to alcohol have other evil desires and moral problems. These lead them to hurt and anger their family members, and to disobey God. We all need God to save us from the power of sin in us.

In cultures around the world people fear evil spiritual powers, or try to use evil spirits to get power for themselves. In animistic cultures, people fear the evil spirits, and sacrifice to them. Other people try to get power from Qi Gong, witchcraft, or other occult practices to get what they want. But in exchange, they are captured and controlled by those evil spiritual forces. 

Whose power is greater: God's, or evil spiritual forces? What can the devil do to your mind and life? What does God want to do for you through Jesus Christ? What attitudes and beliefs would prevent you from receiving Jesus and God's power for good in your life? Find answers to these questions in today's study.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 4:14-44 
DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

4:14 - In the power of the Spirit means that God's Holy Spirit gave Jesus God's supernatural power to heal people, to make people free from the devil's hold on them, and to open people's minds to understand the spiritual truths that he taught them.

Galilee was an ancient region or province in the farthest northern edge of the Jew's country of Palestine. 

:15 - Synagogues are the buildings where Jews, and converts to the Jewish religion, meet for their religious instruction and worship.

:16 - Sabbath day is the seventh day of the week. It is the Jews' holy day when they gather in synagogues to worship God and hear religious leaders reading from the Bible, called scripture, and teaching about God.

:17 - Scroll is a very long piece of writing material that can be rolled up, and unrolled. It was made from papyrus, leather, or animal skins written on with ink. That was the form of books at that time.

:18 - Anointed means appointed and empowered by God to perform a role or job that God sends a person to do. Jesus is the "Messiah" (in Hebrew language), or "Christ" (in Greek language), meaning "the anointed one." Jesus was anointed in a special, unique sense because God is in Jesus Christ, who came to reconcile people to God, and save the world.

:19 - Year of the Lord's favor means the time when God will come to rescue his oppressed people who trust in him.

:21 - Scripture is fulfilled means that what God promised through his prophet in the Old Testament writing was happening then through Jesus’ life and work. The prophet Isaiah had written about something that God would do in the future, and when Jesus came, it happened! God had promised to send a "Messiah" (the powerful "anointed" person) to save people. Jesus said that he is that Messiah!

:23 - What you did in Capernaum were the miracles Jesus would do in the town of Capernaum. (See some of those miracles in 4:31-41.)

:15 - Israel in Elijah's time was being punished (warned and corrected) by God with famine and military defeat because they continually disobeyed God, worshiped false Gods, and rejected the prophets whom God sent to warn and save them.

:26 - A widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon was a woman who respected God and his prophet, Elijah, even though she lived in a non-Jewish country, and was not a Jew. The Jews generally thought that only they had a right to God's favor, and all other people deserved God's punishment, not help.

:27 - Naaman the Syrian was a general in the Syrian army. God had allowed the Syrians to harass Israel as punishment for their unfaithfulness to God. Naaman was not a Jew. Yet God healed him from his disease because he believed and obeyed God's prophet, Elisha. So Naaman did better than the Jews did who rejected Jesus, the Messiah, whom God sent to them.

:32 - Had authority means that Jesus’ teachings did not depend on the authority and teachings of other Bible scholars. Jesus did not have to quote scholars or experts as the other teachers and lawyers did to support their opinions. Jesus himself knew all truth perfectly because, being God, he made and understands everything, and he is the source of all knowledge and truth.

:33, 41 - Demons are evil spirits who had been angels serving God in Heaven, but they later followed a chief angel, Lucifer—or Satan, the Devil—when he rebelled against God. Satan uses his army of demons in his attempts to control and destroy people and ruin all of God's creation.

:33 - Possessed by a demon means under the control of a demon who had entered into the man and used his body and mind for the demon's purposes.

:34 - Nazareth was Jesus' hometown in Galilee where he grew up. 

:34 - Holy One of God is a description, or title, of God's Messiah who has the same holy, unique nature that God has.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. God sent Jesus for what kinds of people? What is similar about their lives? See Luke 4:18,19.

2. People's physical conditions in 4:18 represent similar spiritual conditions. What do you think each of those spiritual conditions is? Describe them.

3. How did the people in Jesus' hometown react at first to Jesus in :22? 

4. Why do you think that they felt that way? 

5. In your opinion, how should the people have responded to the Savior whom God sent to them? Why?

6. How did they respond in :28, 29, and why?

7. Think about the feelings, energy, and number of the people in the crowd. How, do you think, could Jesus walk through the midst of that crowd and escape? 4:28-30

8. In 4:33-36 the case of this man with a demon (evil spirit) illustrates the relations, or interaction, between: 

> demons and people,

> Jesus—God's Son—and demons, and

> Jesus and people.

Describe each of those relations. Also tell who has the greatest power, and who has the least power. 

9. How much should you fear the devil and his demons, and how much should you fear God? When you become a Christian, how much power can you have against the Devil (Satan) and his demons? To answer, read 4:33-36, and also read God's promise to Christians in Ephesians 6:10-13 and James 4:7 (NIV) that say:

be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
10. How did Jesus' powerful work in 4:32-41 illustrate and prove the truth of what Jesus said in 4:18 about what he came to do? And how did that show that Jesus is the Messiah-Savior whom God, through Isaiah, had promised to send?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What can Jesus do for you, and how should you respond to God? 

11. God sent Jesus to rescue people from the problems that destroy our lives. His power and love can take care of every kind of need. What problems do you have that are too difficult for you to solve? Jesus understands what our real needs are, understands better than we do. What we think we need may not really be our greatest needs.

What moral or spiritual problems or needs do you have—

> Lack of peace in your heart?

> Lack of purpose or any reason for living?

> Too weak to change bad habits and do the good things you know you should do? 

> Feelings of guilt, shame, discouragement, sadness, fear, or worry?

Jesus healed people's physical problems to demonstrate his power, and to show that he is God. But our greatest problems are our spiritual needs. Jesus can heal physical illness when he knows that healing would be the best for us. But sometimes he does not make our physical or material life easier for us because it is more important to heal us spiritually first. If you ask Jesus to change your heart and character, and to give you love for God, and to give you eternal life in Heaven, then he will! Write a list of what you think your greatest spiritual problems and needs are. 

12. The people in Jesus' hometown, Nazareth, were too proud to accept Jesus' authority and help. They thought that they knew better than Jesus knew. So they rejected him, and did not receive the benefits that he came to give them. 
Is there anything in your thinking or attitudes that prevents you from believing Jesus and accepting his love and salvation? What is it? Will you humble yourself and believe what God said about Jesus? And will you ask the Lord Jesus to save you?

Luke Unit 7 Answers
1. The "poor," "prisoners," "blind," and "oppressed" are people who have very great needs and problems. Jesus came to give hope and help to people like them who have great problems and needs. They can strongly feel how very much they need God's help. Actually, everyone needs God. But healthy, rich, highly educated people might think that they can manage their own lives by themselves all right. They might not realize that they need God.

2. The poor are people who have no possessions or power. People are spiritually poor when they do not have a relationship with God. Then they also do not have the peace, love, joy and power to live right that only God can give. The spiritually poor are all people. Everyone has sinned, separated themselves from God, and lost all spiritual rights and privileges. Unless people receive God's forgiveness and membership in God's family, they have no possessions, power, or place to live in God's eternal kingdom in Heaven. 

The prisoners are not free to live a full, happy life. Spiritual prisoners cannot escape by their own power from the consequences, or penalty, of their sins and guilt. 

The spiritually blind cannot "see" spiritual matters. They do not understand the truth about God, sin, salvation and the future. 

The oppressed are suffering from the powerful forces of sin and the Devil that control them. 

But now is the "year," or time, when God will do a "favor" for them to rescue all those kinds of people.

3. They were "amazed," or surprised, by the great wisdom of Jesus' teaching, and by Jesus' claim to be the Messiah whom Isaiah wrote about. 

4. The people thought they knew all about Jesus because he grew up in their town. They did not think that Jesus was a special, important, or powerful person because they thought that he just came from Joseph, a carpenter. They did not think that Jesus came from God. They had not seen him do miracles in their own town when Jesus lived there before. Now they were not willing to accept Jesus' authority over them that God gave to him.

5. They should have respected and accepted Jesus. They should have been glad for his coming, and loved him, because he was sent by God to help them. They should believe the reports of people in other towns who tell about Jesus’ supernatural healings and miracles

6. They did just the opposite (of #4, above). They hated Jesus and wanted to kill him because he reminded them about times in the past when God sent help to people, outside of the nation of Israel, who believed and obeyed God (the widow and Naaman), and punished the disobedient people of Israel for rejecting God. And Jesus was telling them that they had the same attitude toward God that those earlier people of Israel had.

7. Only by God's power. Yet, Jesus was gentle to his enemies. He walked through the crowd, not using violence against them. They wanted to kill God's Messiah, but God's Spirit subdued their minds or bodies so they could not move.

8. The demons control and destroy people. Jesus has absolute power, and can conquer the demons. Jesus is compassionate and kind to people, and wants to rescue and heal them.

9. Demons are real and are more powerful than we are by ourselves. But if we receive the Lord Jesus Christ into our lives to save us, then we can trust and use God's power to overpower the Devil and his demons. God's power can protect us.

10. Isaiah's description of the Messiah sent by God: 

:18 the Lord's anointed . . . to preach good news

:18 to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and to release the oppressed

:18 recovery of sight for the blind
What Jesus did:

:15,22,32 taught, was praised, they are amazed at his teaching, his message had authority.

:33-36 a demon possessed a man, but with authority and power Jesus gave orders to the demon to come out, and demon had to obey.

:40 "various diseases"--Jesus healed each one.

11. Take time to think deeply about yourself. Ask God to show you how great your spiritual poverty is, and how much you need him. Answer this question honestly.

12. Ask God to come into your life, to forgive your sins and to help you to love and obey him. God loves you, and will hear your prayer and give you a new life with him! Take a quiet moment now to talk with him.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 8

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Do you need Jesus, and need what only he can do for you?

Famous, winning soccer teams fill large stadiums with people excited about their teams' victories. But after each game, the teams' fans go back home to the same personal problems and world problems that troubled them before their teams' victories. People have not been changed or helped in an important, lasting way.

In a similar way, people also got excited about Jesus and his power. But Jesus, God's eternal Son, came from heaven into our world to solve the world's most important problems. Jesus' power benefited people for their brief life on earth. But even more importantly, Jesus’ power also showed what he can do in people, and for people, that will last forever in the eternal world with God. But everyone does not actually receive what Jesus wants to do for them. That depends on how they respond to him.

As you read this report about Jesus in Luke chapters 5 and 6, think about: 

· What can Jesus do?

· What do Jesus’ powerful works show about who he is? What did he say about his authority?

·  How did different people respond differently to what Jesus said and did?

· How will you respond to Jesus?

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 5:1 to 6:11 
DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

5:5 - Master meant a person who had authority over people. Peter respectfully recognized Jesus' authority.

5:8 – Sinful man meant that Simon Peter understood that the way he had lived was not pleasing to God. He had often offended God in what he had done and said. He was not worthy to be near Jesus.

5:10 - Catch men (NIV) fish for people (NCV) - meant that Jesus would send Peter to gather people and bring them to God by teaching them to enter a relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ.

5:11 - Followed him meant traveled with Jesus to learn from him, serve him, and become his disciples. 

5:12 - Leprosy was a terrible skin disease that was contagious. It isolated the sufferers from the rest of society. People did not want to touch lepers (people having leprosy), or even get close to them.

5:14 - Don't tell anyone. Jesus said this so that he would not become famous and popular just because of his power to heal. He did not want a large mob to gather to make him king to give them the material and political benefits they wanted. Jesus did not want people to seek him primarily for the physical or material benefits that he could give them. He needed more free time to teach people about God. That would do more good for them than just physical benefits could do. This was not the time yet for Jesus to set up his kingdom rule on earth. He will do that when he returns to earth in the future.

5:14 - Show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices, Jesus said to the man cured of leprosy. The priests were authorized to examine people who were quarantined (isolated) because of their communicable disease. If the priests certified that the person was healed, and the disease was no longer contagious, then the person could be returned to society and to a normal life. First the cured person would give a sacrificial gift to God in the temple.

5:18 - Paralytic (NIV) Paralyzed (NCV) is a person who is paralyzed. This man could not walk, maybe for many years. The desperate effort his friends made to get him to Jesus shows how impossible it had been for the paralytic to be healed before by any doctor.

5:21 - Pharisees were a very strict Jewish religious sect. Many of them were proud of their strict performance of religious ceremonies and rules. They had been the religious leaders of the community, so they were jealous of Jesus’ rising popularity with the people. They saw Jesus’ authority as a threat to their position in the society, so they did not want to recognize God’s power and authority in him.

 5:21 - Blasphemy (NIV) speaking as if he were God (NCV) is saying something that dishonors God. For instance, any man who is not God would blaspheme if he said that he has the special power and authority that only God has. That would be stealing God's honor. He would be claiming to be as great as God, or implying that God is no better than a human being.

5:26 - Awe means amazement and reverence. (Reverence means respect and worship).

5:33 - Fast (NIV) give up eating for a certain time (NCV) means to not eat food for a period of time. This is a helpful spiritual exercise if people do it to humble themselves and become more aware of God and spiritual realities. But the Pharisees made it only a religious formality. They thought that they were good—better than other people were—because they strictly followed their rules for fasting at specific, scheduled times.

5:34 - The bridegroom should be given honor and celebration at his wedding. Jesus was like a bridegroom whose friends were joyful that he was with them then. Later on, they would be sorrowful when he would be taken away from them to be killed. Since then, Christians have practiced fasting, and will until the time of the final, eternal celebration when Jesus destroys all evil powers, and rules as king over the universe forever.
5:34 - Guests of the bridegroom (NIV) were Jesus' disciples and friends.

6:5 - The Son of Man is the name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's authority and power to rescue God's people from evil powers.

The Sabbath is the seventh day of the week. God had told Israel to make that day special. God wanted Israel to remember that he created the world and gave them all that they had. They were to rest from their usual daily work so that they could worship God. But the religious leaders had added to God's law many of their own detailed rules. Their rules made the Sabbath a burden rather than a help to people. Their rules distracted people from God's real intention for the Sabbath.
Lord of the Sabbath means that Jesus had authority to make laws about what should, and should not, be done on the Sabbath day. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

Jesus and Simon Peter:

1. Simon Peter heard Jesus teach a message from God (5:1). Then he saw the supernatural power of God in Jesus when Jesus did the miracle of bringing the large number of fish. How did he respond to Jesus right after that? See 5:8, 10b

2. Why did Simon Peter think that Jesus should not be associated with him? 5:1, 8, 9

3. How did Jesus respond to Peter? What did Jesus decide to do with him? 5:10b, 11. Read also 6:13, 14a

4. Simon Peter had been a sinner. And now he did not understand why Jesus wanted him to go out on the lake to put his nets in the water again (5:4, 5). So what qualified him to become a disciple (student, friend and co-worker) of Jesus? 5:5, 11

Jesus and the Leper:

5. What did the man with leprosy understand about Jesus? What did he know for sure about Jesus, and what was he unsure about? :12c

6. How did Jesus respond to his need and faith? :13

7. Jesus did not just speak to heal the leper from a distance. What did Jesus do to the man, and was there anything unusual or special about that action? What does that show you about Jesus?

Jesus and a Paralyzed Man:

8. How much effort did the men make to get to Jesus? :18-19

9. Jesus "saw" their faith. But faith is an invisible attitude in the mind. So what showed their faith? :18-20

10. In response to their faith, what two things did Jesus do for the paralyzed man? :20, 24, 25

11. The Pharisees and teachers of the law thought that Jesus should not have said that he forgave the man's sins. What was their reason for thinking that? :21

12. Then by healing the man, what did Jesus prove, or show, about who he—Jesus—is? :22-25

Jesus, Levi and the Pharisees with the Teachers of the Law:

13. What Jesus looked for in Levi was different from what the Pharisees and teachers of the law looked at in Levi. What did Jesus look for (as he did with Peter)? And what were the Pharisees and teachers of the law looking at? :27-32

14. The Jews tried to relate to God through perfectly practicing the religious ceremonies and old, traditional rules of the Pharisees and teachers of the law. ("The old garment" and "old wineskin" represent that. Fasting was like an old garment and old wineskin.) Jesus was bringing a new and better way to enter into relationship with God: that is, through Jesus himself and his forgiving our sins. This is the “new wine.” Therefore, how does Jesus' authority and salvation (power to change us and give us everlasting life with God) compare to the Pharisees’ system of dependence on religious ceremonies and rules to get God’s acceptance, God’s salvation? :20. 31-39

15. God had given Israel a law making the Sabbath Day a special day for rest and worship. Was Jesus under (lower than) the authority of God's laws, or were the laws under Jesus' authority? 6:1-10

16. Look again at the surprising things Jesus said and did. Explain how each one shows who Jesus is:

a) 5:4-8 

b) 5:12, 13 

c) 5:20-25

d) 5:27, 31, 32

e) 6:2, 5

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust Jesus and follow him? 

16. When people heard reports from people who saw Jesus' power, they went to watch Jesus and learn who he is and what he could do for them. Is it important for you to know whether Jesus is God? Will you take the time and effort needed to learn about Jesus from the reports in the Bible written by people who watched him and knew him? 

17. Jesus showed his love for all people who are suffering and needy. He loves people even though all are sinners. He healed and helped people in ways that no one else could. Many religious and social leaders were proud of themselves, and jealous of Jesus' popularity. They rejected him and his authority over them. Others believed him and were grateful for his salvation. They worshipped him and followed him. 

Jesus loves you and wants to save you. Who do you believe Jesus is? Will you obey his call to repent? Will you ask him to forgive your sins, and will you follow him?

Luke Unit 8 Answers
1. Simon Peter was afraid of Jesus. And he took a humble position at Jesus’ feet in reverence (respect and worship) to Jesus. And he told Jesus that he, Simon Peter, was a sinner, so Jesus should not stay near him. 

2. Simon Peter heard Jesus teaching God's word, and knew that Jesus was a messenger from God and a completely good man. And he saw Jesus' miraculous power from God in bringing the fish. But Simon Peter understood that he himself was a sinner, not worthy to be accepted by God.

3. Jesus accepted Simon Peter, even though Simon had been a sinful man. Jesus told him to not be afraid, even though Simon had sinned. That showed that Jesus forgave his sins. Then Jesus let Simon Peter follow him, and chose Simon Peter to be one of his twelve special apostles. He appointed him to "catch men."

4. He did what Jesus told him to do. (Simon let down the nets again just because Jesus told him to do that, even though it did not make sense to Simon.) And he was willing to leave everything to follow Jesus. Simon could not understand how Jesus could be right, how Jesus' advice could work. But Simon trusted Jesus enough to do what he said. As a result of Simon's elementary faith and complete obedience, he experienced a demonstration of Jesus' power in his life. Simon was willing to recognize who Jesus is. He called Jesus "Lord." And Simon felt his guilt and unworthiness exposed in the presence of God, the holy Judge. Simon humbled himself before Jesus. Simon admitted his sinful condition. Then Jesus qualified Simon Peter by forgiving his sins and making him his disciple. 

5. The man did believe that Jesus had the power to supernaturally heal him. But he did not know that Jesus was willing to heal him. So he said, “If you are willing.” Because he believed so strongly that Jesus had God's power, he knew that Jesus could heal him. The leper called Jesus "Lord," and fell face down before Jesus. That was worshipping Jesus as God.

6. Jesus cared about the man's suffering and was kind to him. Jesus gave him the healing he asked for. 

7. Jesus touched the man’s diseased skin. Jesus brought himself into contact with the contagious disease. Other people would not even get near a leper. But Jesus is so compassionate, and loved the man so much, that he healed the man at any cost or risk to himself. 

8. They made a very great effort, even climbing to the roof and digging through the tiled roof to make an opening. They were not discouraged by the difficulty of getting through the crowd. They let nothing stop them. They did whatever was necessary to get to Jesus.

9. Faith is shown by what a person does. We see those men's faith by the action they took. They brought the paralyzed man to Jesus for Jesus to heal him. The actions and goals people choose for their lives reveal their basic beliefs about God, life and themselves. 

10. Jesus not only healed the man physically, but he also forgave his sins against God. Jesus gave him both physical and spiritual healing.

11. Only God has the right and authority to forgive sins against him, sins that violate his laws. Anyone who is just a man, not God, should not claim to be able to do what only God can do (to forgive sins). 

12. He showed that he has supernatural power to do what only God can do. He healed the man physically to show that he has God's power and authority also to forgive sins. 

13. Jesus saw that Levi was a sinner. But he looked for repentance in Levi, and for Levi's faith in Jesus and willingness to leave everything to follow him. The Pharisees and teachers of the law saw only Levi's past bad life.

14. Jesus himself can give God’s forgiveness, spiritual healing and eternal life with God to sinners who repent and have faith in him. Trying to perfectly practice rules (like the Pharisees tried) cannot save us because everyone is a sinner, violates God’s laws, and fails to be good. And God does not want just our religious ceremonies; he deserves our love and obedience. So Jesus’ power to save sinners is better. 

15. Jesus, the "Son of Man," is "Lord of the Sabbath." That is, he governs the Sabbath. He is higher, greater, than the Sabbath laws. And to prove it, he used the power of being God to supernaturally heal the man. (There was not another God disapproving of Jesus' work on the Sabbath, refusing to give divine power to heal.) Jesus himself is the Supreme Lawmaker, God. 

16a) In 5:4-8 those experienced, professional fishermen knew how to fish, but could not control the fish's behavior. But the fish obeyed Jesus. Being the Maker and Ruler of the whole universe, Jesus had supernatural power over the fish. Jesus had knowledge about the fish, and power to control them, which no one, who is only a man, has. He is God. 

b) Jesus had cured diseases that no one else was able to cure. And he healed people instantaneously, not needing the period of time which natural processes require. This shows that Jesus is not under natural laws. He is not subject to them. Instead, Jesus makes and sustains the laws of nature—the cause and effect forces. Only the Creator, who made everything from nothing, can do that. Jesus is the loving, compassionate God, the Creator.

c) In 5:20-25 the fact is stated that only God can forgive all of a person's sins. That is because sins are violations of God's laws. They are offenses against God. But Jesus said that he had the right, the authority, to forgive sins completely, just as he had the power to do a kind of healing (healing the man's paralysis) which only God could do. Jesus has the rights and power, which only God has. Jesus is God.

d) In 5:27, 31, 32 Jesus is a "doctor" for the "sickness" of sinners. He invites people to follow him (to learn from, obey, be loyal to, him). If they do, then Jesus heals their moral and spiritual sickness. The man with leprosy and the paralyzed man could not cure themselves. Neither could any human doctor cure them--only Jesus did. In the same way, people cannot by themselves cure spiritual sickness. Only God can. Jesus can. Jesus is the merciful, forgiving "doctor" who can cure people's sin and guilt, and make them acceptable to God. He is the Savior. 

e) In 6:2, 5 Jesus had the right to decide whether the laws of their religious traditions and leaders were correct or wrong. Jesus has the highest authority to make laws for all people. God is not under human governments, or bound by human laws. Jesus has God's authority to make God's laws, and to interpret and apply his own laws. Jesus is God. 

17. If you answer yes, then when and with whom, will you study the Bible and learn about Jesus? If you want a tutor to meet with you individually to study the Bible at a convenient time, ask your study leader to arrange that.

18. This is the most important decision you will make in all of your life. Consider it seriously, and give an honest answer to God. You even can ask God to help you make that right decision. He will enable you to do it!

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

​

Unit 9

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What are the ingredients that make up the truly good life?

When Harold Shapiro left the presidency of the University of Michigan to become president of Princeton University, he made a final speech. The Ann Arbor News
 summarized it this way, in part:

“U-M President Shapiro on Sunday urged the graduates to be as concerned with their moral, ethical and intellectual growth as they are with their material well-being. The acquisition of material wealth is none-too-subtly encouraged by a products-oriented, status-conscious society.

"But where has that gotten us? America is rich in creature comforts and the accouterments of a high living standard, but something seems to be missing. In Shapiro's opinion, there is increasing frustration with the inability 'to give moral significance to our lives.' . . . Shapiro said, ‘We all have a need to give our lives meaning and moral significance.'” 

What a contrast this is to the values and life of the first Christians! 

Roman emperors tried to destroy the Christian church in the first three centuries. Here is how historian Will Durant, in his books, The Story of Civilization, summarized the dramatic encounter between the gentle, suffering Christian church and the powerful Roman Empire:

"There is no greater drama in human record than the sight of a few Christians, scorned and oppressed by a succession of emperors, bearing all trials with a fierce tenacity, multiplying quietly (in numbers of members and new areas), building order while their enemies generated chaos, fighting the sword with the word, brutality with hope, and at last defeating the strongest state that history has known. Caesar and Christ had met in the arena, and Christ had won." 

Which of these two very different kinds of success do you seek for your life? Do you live for the temporary “success” of gaining power—political, social, or professional power—and material wealth and comforts? Or do you live for the permanent, eternal gain of a moral, spiritual life that prepares you to enjoy life with God forever?

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 6:12 - 26 
DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

6:12 – Praying to God means praying to God the Father. Jesus is God, as his Father also is God. (Luke 1:31-32, 34-35) But the Son and the Father are two distinct persons in the being of God. So they can talk to each other.

6:13 - Disciples, or followers, of Jesus were people who believed Jesus, who knew that he was the Savior sent by God, and who welcomed him into their lives. 

6:13 - Apostles were disciples of Jesus whom he appointed and sent to be special leaders to start the first Christian groups, or churches. Jesus selected twelve for special training. They traveled with him all the time during his three and one-half years of public ministry. They heard his teachings and watched his supernatural works. After Jesus returned to God his Father in Heaven, these apostles carried on Jesus’ work and established the worldwide community of Christians. They reported about Jesus' life and teachings that they had seen and heard. They had seen Jesus' life, so they could report to the world about his teachings and power to save the world. They demonstrated the truth of their message by the power that God gave them to do many miracles. Some of them wrote parts of the New Testament of the Bible. Paul of Tarsus was not one of the first twelve apostles who traveled with Jesus. But after Jesus rose from the dead and returned to his eternal place in God’s heaven, he came and spoke to Paul and appointed Paul to be one of his special apostles also. People who believe in Jesus after the first twelve disciples are called disciples, also, but they do not have the special authority and foundational position in the history of the church and of the Bible as the first group of apostles had.

6:20 - Blessed, or happy means having a fulfilled, truly good life because of receiving God's favor and benefits that have eternal value--they last forever. 

6:20 - Kingdom of God is a comprehensive term that includes many manifestations of God's presence, power, action and benefits. It is the presence and rule of God in the hearts of his people. It also means the people God rules over, and that perfect place where God rules with exclusive control--called "Heaven." And it means the future time when God will put away all evil and suffering, and make his created world perfect.

6:22 - Son of Man is the name or title for Jesus Christ used hundreds of years before in the Bible's Old Testament prophecies. (Daniel 7:13, 14, 27) God had promised to send "a Son of Man" who had God's special power to destroy all evil powers in the world, and to rescue God's people. If people reject the One whom God sent, they are rejecting God's authority and God's Savior.

6:23 - Reward in Heaven is the honor, joy and everlasting life with God in his beautiful, perfect world that believers will enter in the next life that God will give them.

6:24 - Woe, or how terrible, means that great trouble and loss are coming. It is the opposite of "blessed," or "happy."

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What did Jesus do before he decided which men should become the special twelve Apostles? See 6:12.

2. Before you make important decisions, do you ask God what he wants you to do? Do you think that you should ask him first?

3. What diseases were too difficult for Jesus to heal? What evil spirits were too powerful for Jesus to conquer? 6:18-19.

4. Where did the power to heal come from? 6:19

5. Who were the two groups of people listening to Jesus? One group is named in 6:13-17 and 20. The other group is described in 6:17-18.

6. Which group did Jesus say was "blessed," or "happy?"

7. Most people would think that some of those disciples were not blessed, or happy. Why?

8. How would those disciples be blessed, or happy, even though they suffer? 6:20-23

9. Before you can understand that they will be blessed, what must you first believe? (The answer is not directly stated in these Bible verses, but think about it and produce your own answer.)

10. Some of the people there in the “great number of people” were “rich now” and praised by people, but were not in the first group (Jesus' disciples). How would they experience "woe," or something "terrible," even though they were rich and praised by people? 6:24-26

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust Jesus and follow him? 

11. Which is more important to you, the things that you own, and the approval of your friends and colleagues, or your inner character and your relationship with God? If you had to lose either God's love and everlasting life with him, or else lose all your material possessions and friends, which would you give up?

12. If you have decided to become a disciple, a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, then what kind of future does Jesus promise for you? How can you feel about your life?

Luke Unit 9 Answers

1. Jesus prayed to God his Father for a long time—all night.

2. Even Jesus, the Son of God did. So should not we also pray first?

3. None. Jesus healed them all. Jesus is greater than all!

4. “From him.” Jesus himself, being God, had the power to heal—the power that anyone who is just a man would not have.

5. One group was the twelve apostles and other "disciples", or "followers," of Jesus. The other group was many people from a large area who were not apostles or disciples, but wanted to hear Jesus' teachings and be healed by him.

6. His apostles and disciples, or followers.

7. People who do not know God and his love and blessings cannot understand how Christians who are "poor, hungry, weeping (crying, sorrowful), hated, excluded and insulted" can be happy. According to the world's values (what most people think are important) that would not be a good life in these material, physical and social circumstances. The disciples were not successful by human standards.

8. God gives Christians membership in His eternal kingdom now and in Heaven, with all its benefits. Christians suffer during their life in this world now. But that suffering is very small compared to the great honor, joy and everlasting life with God that they will receive as a result of believing and joining the Lord Jesus Christ. 

9. It seems difficult to believe that poor, hungry, hated people really have a good and happy life. In order to believe that, we must believe that Jesus tells the truth and keeps his promises. We must believe the truth that God and the eternal world, Heaven, exist. We must understand that God will judge all people at the end of their lives, and that God will give everlasting life in Heaven to those who believe and love Jesus, and who ask him to save them.

10. Because they are not Jesus' followers, they will lose their riches, food, reasons for laughing, and praise from people. They will lose that when God judges them for their sins and for rejecting the Son of God and his disciples, just as their ancestors (“fathers”) rejected God’s prophets in the past. In this life, and/or in the next, God will execute justice and the punishment deserved by people who are like the "false prophets." They hate and hurt God's prophets and disciples. They do that because they hate and reject God himself. God came to the world in Jesus. Some believe and love him. Others reject Jesus and hate those who belong to him and who obey him.

11. This is a choice everyone must make. When you give your life to God, you may, or may not, actually lose all your material possessions and friends. But you give them up by telling God that you will do whatever he wants, and that he can do whatever he wants to do with your life and possessions. You either: 


> hold on to the control of your life and possessions, but lose everything anyway in a few years when you die, or else you:


> give yourself and all that you have to God now, but receive the love, joy, purpose, peace, and security of life with God now and forever in Heaven, and find Christian friends who truly care about you. 

Tell God which of those two choices you want to make now.

12. Jesus promises a happy future for his disciples. And you can be happy and thankful to God even now.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 10

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Are your moral character and attitudes like God's are, or different?

Some schools in the USA grade "on the curve." That is, whether a person passes or fails an exam or course depends on how his performance compares to the performance of the other students in the class. The distribution of their grades shown on a graph looks like a bell-shaped curve. Grades on different segments of the graph will be given an  A, B, C, D, or E or F grade. 

Does God grade us "on the curve?" What is God's standard for our behavior, attitudes and moral character? And what happens to us if we fail God's standard? People like to compare themselves to other people, because we can look at people who (we think) are worse than we are. That makes us look pretty good. But who does God want us to be like? Jesus answers those questions.

But many situations of life require absolute standards. An engineer may fail some parts of an exam, and still pass okay. But if he fails to correctly design or construct a rocket that carries astronauts into space, that rocket may explode and kill them, as has happened. If a surgeon’s instruments are not completely, perfectly sterilized and free from disease-producing agents, the patient will get an infection that will harm or kill him. Would God allow imperfect people to enter his future everlasting kingdom. Would they bring their evil with them, and infect Heaven with the evil that causes fighting and misery in our present world? 

Do you meet God standard for the kind of person that God wants you to be? If you do not, then will you approach God on the basis of his mercy, and ask him to change you? 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 6:27 - 36 
DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

6:29 - Strikes you on one cheek (NIV) slaps (NCV) is an example of a personal insult, a challenge to your ego and pride, an attempt to humiliate or dominate you.

6:35 - Be sons of the Most High. "The Most High" is a respectful term describing God. "Be sons (children) of" means to have the characteristics of one's father. When a person believes and receives Jesus Christ, he begins a relationship with God. God becomes his Father, and God puts his Spirit into the Christian. God begins to change the new Christian, developing the Christian’s character to be like God’s character. 

6:28 - Sinners are people who violate God's laws. Every person has sinned. But the “sinners” referred to here are people who live without regard for God. They do not care about God, and do not want to obey him.

6:28 - Bless means to ask God to give some benefit to a person, to do something good for him.

6:28 - Curse means to ask God, or some evil power, to bring harm to a person.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. How should we react to people, or treat them, differently than "sinners" do? See 6:27-36.

2. How do you feel about doing all that Jesus says to do in 6:27-31? Think of some people who have cheated you, or who hate you and hurt you by what they said or did. Then answer honestly: how do you feel about Jesus' requirement to do good to them, and even love them?

3. Is Jesus' way of reacting to people easy and natural for us, or difficult? Why so?

4. But why should we act and love in the manner that Jesus says to do? See 6:32-36

5. What is more valuable, or better, for us than getting our money paid back to us, and better than getting revenge on people who hurt us? :35,36.

6. In 6:27 Jesus says that he is speaking to people who are listening. Is it possible to hear, or read, Jesus' words, and yet not "hear" what he says? Explain that.

7. Why do people not listen to God's instructions, or give attention to them? Think of as many reasons as you can.

8. Even though you and I disobey God's laws, and offend God, how does he treat us? See 6:35, 36.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you trust Jesus and follow him? 

9. God loves you and is patient and merciful to you! How does that make you feel about God?

10. Will you thank God for his mercy and kindness to you? And will you invite God to come live in your heart, to take control of your life, to change you and make you to become a loving person like he is?

Luke Unit 10 Answers

1. We should not treat them in the same, bad way that they treat us. Instead, we should always do good to them as we would want people to do to us. And we should not only speak and act kindly to them, but should even love them in our heart.

2. Write your own answer honestly—your real feelings.

3. It is difficult. It is not our first, natural reaction. People usually hate people who hate them. When people say or do something that hurts us, we want to say or do something to hurt them in return. Even young children by their nature hit children who hit them.

It is difficult because 

(a) We care more about ourselves than we care about other people. Our human nature is basically selfish rather than humble, loving and self-sacrificial. 

(b) Also it is difficult to love all people at all times because people often do evil to us, insulting us, harming us. It will cost us something to love sinners.

4. We should love and act kindly because God (in the person of Jesus) tells us to. This is God's design for living. It is God's law. Also, we should want to be like God who is good and perfect in his character and actions. God loves people in that unselfish manner. He is kind, loving and merciful even to the wicked, evil people, so we should be like that too. 

5. The best thing that could happen to us is to become like God in our inner, moral character, and to receive his "praise" and "reward". That is worth more than any amount of money. And that will make us happier than "getting even" with people (getting justice). God wants us to be like him. If we are, then the benefit and gain is the development of a good inner character of love and unselfishness, like God's good character. (We will be called "children of the Most High God"--that is, we will be somewhat like God in character, though not as great or perfect as God is.) 

6. Yes. Jesus means that his teaching will be heard by the people who are willing to listen to him. If a person does not want to learn from Jesus, or obey the Lord, then that person will not give attention to Jesus' teaching. Or he may disagree with Jesus. Or he may quickly forget what Jesus commanded.

7. People may avoid hearing God's instruction. They may decide that they are not interested, or are too busy, to read the Bible, or to ask Christians about God, or to go to church or a Bible study where they could hear God's word. 

God speaks even to people who live in countries where there is no church, or where they know no Christians. God tells them his laws: what is right and wrong. God speaks to them in their conscience, so they do know what God wants them to do. (Conscience is the inner moral sense of right and wrong. It is the feeling of obligation, and the guilt for failing it.) But they disobey God and often do what they know is wrong. They often know what they should do, but make excuses for not doing that. This is rejecting God’s call to them. That means rejecting God himself, rejecting a relationship with God.

8. God is kind, loving and merciful to us. He gives us our life, food and so many good things in life. He is patient with us, and does not punish us quickly as we deserve. (However, God is a Judge with justice, and he must punish us eventually if we do not repent and ask him to forgive us.) It costs us something to love sinners, so how much more it costs God to love us. God is perfectly honest, pure, good and loving. So it offends and hurts him so much more when we do evil. And yet he is patient and kind to us.

9. Think about this, and write down your answer.

10. If you decide to receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, tell your Bible teacher who can help you to pray to God and begin your new Christian life with God.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 11

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- What will make the difference between having a secure life, or having a tragic end to life?

In the USA many people purchase what is called "life insurance." But they cannot really insure their lives like they insure a car. With collision insurance, a car destroyed in an accident can be replaced with another car. But how can we get a life again after we die? Jesus does offer us security for our lives. He can save our lives from becoming evil, meaningless and lost in the present world, and from death in the everlasting world in Heaven. How do we get this kind of "insurance?" It depends upon the choices we make. Read what Jesus teaches about this. 

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 6:37 - 49 (Jesus is the speaker)
DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

6:37 - Condemn means to judge that a person is guilty and to send the person to be punished.

6:41 - Plank is a large wooden board.

6:42 - A hypocrite is a person who pretends to be something he really is not. Hypocrisy is trying to appear to be better than what we really want to be. A hypocrite tries to make himself look good when he really does not want to do good. 

6:44 - Thorn bushes and brier bushes are weeds with dangerous, sharp thorns. They do not give useful fruit, only harm.

6:45 - The heart in contrast to the outward appearance and pretensions, is the real person inside. The heart chooses what the person will value and worship. The heart decides what kind of character and life the person will have—loving or selfish, making good or evil. The heart is our inner attitude, secret thoughts, desires and choices.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What three adjectives (words) does Jesus use to describe opposite kinds of trees, and opposite kinds of people? To answer, see 6:43-45.

2. Does Jesus say that we can know the difference between the different kinds of trees, and between different kinds of people? 6:43-45

3. What does Jesus say that we should not do (in 6:37)?

4. Jesus said that we can know when a person is evil. (:45) And yet he tells us to not “judge” people. (:37) How can these two statements fit together? Look at all of verse 37, and also verses 38, 41 and 42. What kind of judging, or manner of judging, was Jesus warning about?

5. In 6:37-38 Jesus says there is justice, or a law of moral cause and effect. There always will be a result, or consequence, for our good or bad moral actions. For that to be true—for a moral law to be enforced—what else must exist? (The answer is not directly stated in these verses, but think about what the logical answer must be.)

6. When must the consequences, or effects, of our good or bad choices and actions come back to us? (The answer is not directly stated in these verses, but think about what the answer must be.)

7. What do you learn about the importance of choosing the right teachers of spiritual matters? See 6:39, 40. Whose ideas do you follow in these issues of:

> the meaning of life, 

> the source of the universe, 

> who the highest authority over your life is, 

> what you should believe, 

> and how you should behave?

8. What causes us to do and say things that are bad and that hurt people? 6:43-45

9. To be able to do what is unselfish, loving, truthful and kind, what must be changed first? 6:43-45

10. Is everyone really a Christian if they just say that they are Christians, and they sometimes go to church and hear Jesus' teachings? 6:46

11. What is the difference between:


a) a person who really is a follower of Jesus, and


b) a person who only pretends to worship Jesus as Lord? 6:46, 47

12. Besides obeying Jesus, or not obeying him, there is one other difference between a real Christian and a person who only talks religiously. What has the real Christian done that the other person has not done? What has he done before he can obey Jesus? 6:47

13. Before a person can put Jesus' words into practice, what must he do? Think about 6:47 in the light of what Jesus said in John 15:14, 21 below:

  (Jesus said,) "If you love me, you will obey my commands." . . . "Those who know my commands and obey them are the ones who love me." (John 15:14, 21)
14. In 6:48, 49 Jesus describes the life experience of two kinds of people: those who become Christians and obey him, and those who do not. What same kinds of events do both kinds of people experience?

15. How is the outcome at the end different for the two kinds of "houses," or lives? 6:48, 49

16. Which kind of house was easier to build—which took less effort?

17. It took more effort to build the house with a strong, right kind of foundation. Was it worth spending that additional effort?

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What will you build your life on? 

18. Do you think it is worth spending the extra effort required to build your life on the foundation of obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ?

19. Will you now come to Jesus to love him, give your life to him, learn from him and obey him? If you will, tell him that now. He will hear your prayer to him that you speak in your mind.
Luke Unit 11 Answers
1. “Good,” and “bad” or “evil.” Jesus describes them as good trees that give good fruit, and bad trees that give bad fruit. And he describes one person as good, and another person as evil. 

2. Yes. 

3. Jesus tells us to not judge other people if we do not want to be judged ourselves.

4. Jesus was warning against an unmerciful judging, a desire to condemn others as though only they are sinful, but I am not a sinner, too. 

This whole section must be read and understood together to correctly interpret any part of it. One part explains another part. The Pharisees (6:1-11) were quick to condemn people—to say that they are bad. That made the Pharisees seem better than others. The Pharisees made themselves to be the authoritative judges who had the right to judge people. The problem with that was that the Pharisees did not judge their own sins. And God is the highest Judge. God will judge and condemn the Pharisees for their sins, and for not using their expert judging ability to correct themselves. God will judge them without using mercy because they judged others without using mercy. 

So when Jesus tells his followers, "do not judge," he means do not look at other people's wrong doings in a critical way more than you look at your own wrong doings. Do not want other people to seem to be bad, and to be punished, so that you can seem to be good. Instead, be aware of your own faults (the big piece of wood in your own eye, 6:41), so that you can be fair in judging others. Don't be blind and not see your own faults. (In 6:39,40 the Pharisees thought they were spiritual leaders. But actually they were blind to spiritual truth, and could not lead or teach others correctly.) 

The kind of judging and condemning which Jesus warns against is different from spiritual discernment, or recognizing the difference between right and wrong. Jesus said that we can remove the speck of dust in another person's eye after we remove the large piece in our own eye. And we can recognize bad "fruit" and know that its "tree" (a person's heart) is bad. (6:43-45) We should wisely and humbly discern between right and wrong thinking and behaving. But we should not be eager to show that other people are evil, but we should examine ourselves first.

At the end of people's lives in this world, Jesus will be the final, perfect judge of all people. Our judgment is derived from God, and sometimes not perfect. But Jesus has the absolute authority and ability to judge be-cause he is God, and because he lived a perfect, faultless life on earth as God and man. If we begin a rela-tionship of trust and obedience to him, he will give us discernment to know what is good and what is bad.

5. A moral law-Giver must exist—One who made the laws for all people, and who enforces them. Only God could do that. The moral laws of justice will operate only if Someone exists who is powerful enough, wise and knowledgeable enough, and fair and good enough, to enforce them. Jesus is assuring us that God exists and will judge people. 

6. Some results we see immediately. Other results take longer to arrive, so we have not seen them yet. Individuals and societies receive part of the consequences of their good and bad choices already in the present time, or the near future. But some people suffer in their present life even though they are better than other people are. And other people are more evil, yet they seem to escape punishment in this present life. However, the Bible teaches that God does not immediately stop people from acting the way they want to. He gives freedom during this life to choose, and to be, as they want to be. But God will judge people at the end of their lives, and the consequences will last forever in the next life for all eternal time. Those who came to Jesus will live with him forever in Heaven. Those who were not interested in God, or who rejected his love and authority, will be sent away from God, and will suffer the consequences of violating God's good moral character (expressed in his laws).

7. Some teachers are spiritually blind, and cannot see the right way. They would lead us into harm: error, degeneration, suffering and finally death.

8. The evil in our heart, our human nature, causes it. Because we want what is wrong, we do and say what is wrong. We put ourselves first ahead of God and other people. We do not love God and people as we should.

9. Our heart must be changed. We must give up our evil thoughts, attitudes, ambitions and self-promoting pride.

10. No, not real Christians.

11. The false "Christian" only uses Christian words, but does not really believe Jesus and obey him. The real Christian builds his whole life on the teachings of Jesus, and really wants to honor Jesus as Lord.

12. Jesus described the person "who comes to me" (to Jesus). The essential condition is having a relationship with Jesus. A person becomes a real Christian when he personally meets Jesus and decides to live with Jesus who is Lord God over his life, instead of rejecting Jesus and going away from him. Then the person will be willing to listen to Jesus’ words, and then will obey.

13. He must first listen to (give attention to) and learn Jesus' words. And even before that, he must "come to" Jesus. A person will come to him if he loves Jesus, because Jesus is perfectly good and is God. But if a person loves himself more than he loves God, he will rebel against God and not come to Jesus, and not want to obey him. 

14. Both are attacked by storms of stress and trouble that threaten to destroy them.

15. One life remains strong, and continues, but the other life is totally destroyed. That person loses everything!

16. The house built superficially, without digging deep and building a foundation for the house.

17. At first, some people apparently did not think that it was important. But eventually it made the difference between security and total loss, between being saved or destroyed.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 12

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Do you believe only in physical matter, that which you can see and touch?

Some people think it is more "scientific" to believe in only what they can see or touch. They say, "I cannot see God, so I do not believe in him! Only physical matter and the laws of physics and chemistry exist. There is nothing else." That philosophy is named "materialism." Those people do not realize that the physical sciences have limited application: science only relates to a part of life, not the whole. There are other ways of knowing what is true and real, also.

Materialists are not consistent in what they believe and do. They cannot think about, and live, all aspects of life by those materialistic beliefs alone. They actually do believe and act according to non-material realities also. They believe that fairness is right, and injustice is bad. They believe that love and kindness is better than cruelty. These are non-physical realities, moral laws, which come from an intelligent, good, personal being who made us and our world. Those people also believe their parent's reports about their great-grandparents, even if they have not seen or known them. They actually do live by faith in many people, reports, and unseen realities.

We need to respect God by believing and trusting him, also. To believe God, or not to believe God, is a choice that we make in our hearts. How important is faith in God? And what must we believe? Look for answers to that in today's study in the Bible.

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 7:1-10

DEFINITIONS

7: 1 - Capernaum was a major city on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus did much of his work. Some of Jesus' disciples were from Capernaum.

7:2 - This centurion was a commanding officer in King Herod's army, and had authority over about one hundred soldiers. Herod was appointed by the Roman conquerors to govern the Jews. The centurion was not a Jew. So most Jews resented, or hated, the centurions. But this officer was different in his respect for the Jews and for their God.

7: 5 - Synagogue is a building where Jews, and converts to the Jewish religion, meet for their religious instruction and worship. 

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. Verse 3 says that the centurion “heard about Jesus.” What had he heard? Read about this in a previous section, Luke 5:12-15.

2. The centurion had military authority over soldiers who ranked lower than the centurion. What kind of authority did the centurion think that Jesus had? See 7:6-8.
3. The centurion asked Jesus to heal the dying servant. He believed that Jesus could heal the servant in what way? How would Jesus’ power operate—by what process? 7:7b-8
4. King Herod and his army got their power from the Roman Empire that had conquered and occupied the Western World—Europe and around the Mediterranean Sea. The military officers were powerful and proud. But this officer had an unusual attitude toward Jesus who was a member of the Jewish people who were under his control. What were this centurion's attitude and beliefs about Jesus? 7:6-9? 

5. Did Jesus do what the centurion asked him to do? 7:10
6. What did Jesus show about himself by what he did? 7:6-10

7. Did Jesus accept only the Jews, and show himself only to the Jewish nation, Israel? 7:9

8. Jesus showed that God cares about all people, and does not relate to people differently just because of their nation or race or social position. But instead, what is God looking for in people? What did Jesus commend (praise) in the centurion? And so, what must any person of any nation have in order to know God and be accepted by him? 7:6-9

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 7:11-17

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS

7:11 - Nain was a city about 25 miles south of Capernaum.

7:12 - The only son of his mother. The mother’s husband had died before. Now she had lost her only son, also. In addition to the great sorrow of losing them, she might have had no one to provide for her economic needs and care for her in her old age.

7:14 - Coffin is a box into which a dead person is put to be buried. 

7:16 - Awe means amazement, and respect for God.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

9. Two crowds of people approached each other. The funeral procession had a man defeated by a power that holds and keeps people in death. The crowd following Jesus had a Person who had created the world, and had power to give life. Which power proved to be greater?

10. How does Jesus feel about people's suffering and sorrow? 7:13

11. The people recognized where the power came from to bring the dead man back to life. They praised God. They did not recognize the full truth of their saying, "God has come ..." (7:16) What, do you think, the Bible is telling us about who Jesus is? 
YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What does God see in your mind and heart? Will you be like the centurion? 

12. The centurion had only "heard about Jesus." He may not have seen Jesus or his miracles with his own eyes. But he did believe the reports about Jesus reported by people who saw his miracles. You have not seen God with your eyes. But neither have you seen atoms, electrons, Confucius, Julius Caesar or other famous, influential people of the ancient, distant past. Yet you believe they exist, or existed, and you believe the facts reported about them. Are you willing to believe honest people who reported that they saw God work when they saw Jesus work? 

Jesus' followers who wrote the Bible had no reason to make up a story that was not true. They were willing to die for what they said about Jesus. They were killed for telling the truth. So they knew they would get no personal gain from their reports, except the satisfaction of telling the truth which God showed to them. 

And the reports would have survived only if they were accurate, because so many thousands of other people also saw Jesus' miracles, and told others about them. The teachings of Jesus' followers could not have circulated successfully around the Jews' country if they had not been true and according to what the thousands of witnesses would confirm, and not disprove.

You believe other things on much weaker evidence. So will you believe the report of these good, honest disciples of Jesus? Will you believe what Jesus did, and that he is God who came to earth to rescue us?

13. When you learn the truth about Jesus, and experience him in your life, then what should you do? 7:16-17

Luke Unit 12 Answers
1. He had heard about Jesus’ compassion and power to heal sick people.

2. He believed that Jesus had authority and power over sickness and health—to prevent death and give life.

3. Jesus did not have to be physically present at the Centurion’s house. Jesus could heal from a distance. He only had to command from a distance, and the forces of sickness would obey him and leave the servant.

4. He was humble, and respected Jesus. He called Jesus "Lord." That means that he believed that Jesus had the right and authority to rule him, rather than he, a powerful military officer to command Jesus. He knew that Jesus did not have to touch the sick man to heal him directly. He believed that Jesus had supernatural power—God’s power—to save a sick and dying man.

5. Yes, Jesus healed the servant at a distance away from him.

6. Jesus showed his kindness, compassion, and power to heal the suffering and dying servant, and to relieve the sorrowing centurion. Jesus showed that he is willing to answer and grant good prayer requests. He showed that he has God's authority and power to do miracles.

7. No. This centurion was an example showing that God works with non-Jewish people and nations: that is, with all nations and all kinds of people.

8. It is most important to have faith in the true God. Many people had learned about God from the Jews (who lived in many nations besides Palestine). Some of those non-Jews believed in the real God, instead of their idols. Now God has come to earth as a man, Jesus. People can see and know God in Jesus, and begin an everlasting relationship with him. Like the Centurion did, we only need to humble ourselves before God, believe in Jesus, confess our unworthiness—our sin, and ask Jesus to help us.

9. Jesus’ power overcame the power of death.

10. Jesus cares. He feels our suffering and sorrow. (And he eventually will conquer all evil and take away the suffering and sorrow of all who receive him and his salvation.)

11. Jesus demonstrated his power as being God. God really had come to earth and become a man, Jesus, while still being God and having God's authority.

12. This is the most important decision you will make in all your life. God made you so that you might know him and his love, trust and love him, and live with him forever as his child. But this depends on your willingness to believe him and to receive Jesus as your "Lord" and Savior.

13. Praise God, and also tell others about Jesus and his power to save us.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 13

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- To accept the right solution, we must understand what the real problem is.

A man and wife came to the United States from another country thinking that they would have a better life here because of greater freedom and economic opportunity. They became permanent residents, but encountered a different set of problems, and greater stress on their marriage. They ended up divorced and lonely. Coming to the United States did not make their life really better.

What do you think your greatest need, or problem, is? What would you want if you could get anything you want, or have any change in your life? Would that bring lasting peace and happiness to you?

What is your nation's, and the world's, greatest problem? If we could change the economic system, change the laws, and replace the present government officials with others, would that make a perfect world where people are happy, and there is no poverty, arguing and wars? What is the most important change needed in your nation, and in your life, and in you as a person? How do you think God should use his great power to make that change? What method would not work and what would work to produce the good change needed?

In the time of the New Testament, the Jews suffered oppression and restriction of freedom under the rule of the Roman army occupying their country. They wanted God to send a powerful leader, called a "Messiah" to rescue them. But God saw that their difficult circumstances were not their greatest problem. God cared about them, but he had a different solution. 

In today's Bible reading, learn what God says our greatest problem is, and what his solution is that solves the problem. See whether or not the Jews understood what their greatest problem was, and accepted God's solution. Ask yourself whether or not you understand and accept that solution from God for your own life.

GOD'S WORD – Review Luke 6:43-49 and 7:11-17. Then read Luke 7:18-35.

DEFINITIONS

7: 18, 20 – John the Baptist was a special messenger whom God sent to introduce Jesus to the world. God sent John to tell people to change their lives, turn away from sin and turn to God. That would prepare people to recognize and receive Jesus, the Savior and Lord.

7: 19 - The one who was to come. Centuries before, in the Old Testament part of the Bible, God promised to send a powerful leader, called (in the Hebrew language) the "Messiah," or (in Greek) "Christ," to rescue God's people from evil powers, and to set up his kingdom rule of justice, peace and perfect goodness.

7:18 -Should we expect someone else? John, God's prophet, asked that question while he was in prison, and would soon be executed. (King Herod had unjustly put John in prison because John told Herod that the king had sinned by taking his brother's wife for himself.) John knew that the Messiah would become a powerful king who would destroy all evil governments. (Isaiah 42:1) But he expected that the Messiah would do that soon after the Messiah arrived. He did not know that Christ, the Messiah, would do that only at the end of this world's history, when Christ returns for his "Second Coming." Jesus Christ first had to destroy the evil power of sin, and save people spiritually. So John was discouraged because he was left in prison. He could not understand why Christ did not establish his kingdom with power right then, defeat the evil rulers, and rescue John. (See Isaiah 35:4; and 61:1 end of verse)

7:23 -Blessed means happy and having a fulfilled, truly good life. It is a life that receives God's favor and benefits, which have eternal value—they last forever.

7:23 -Fall away (stumble) on account of me means that they stop trusting God, and stop living a good life, because they do not see any reward for doing right. They lose patience in their suffering because Jesus does not bring relief from their political, economic, military oppression.

7:26 -More than a prophet. John was more than just an ordinary prophet. He was the special, only prophet whom God had promised to send to introduce the Messiah. John was the last of the Old Testament era (time period) prophets. John had a greater privilege or position than any other Old Testament era person because he had the important honor of introducing Christ, the Son of God, to the world.

7:28 -Born of a woman (New International Version), any other person ever born (New Century Version), is an idiom that simply means all human beings in their original human nature. After John's death, Jesus Christ would establish the Christian Church, his spiritual kingdom on earth. Becoming a member of that kingdom is a greater privilege and position than being a prophet in the Old Testament system.

7:23 –Flute, (music, NCV) was a musical instrument used to accompany dancing for happy celebrations.

7:23 -Dirge (Sad Song, NCV) means a sorrowful song sung at funerals and other sad times.

7:26 - Prophet is a special representative chosen by God to speak and/or write a message from God exactly as God gave it to him or her.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. People came to Jesus for what two reasons? See Luke 6:17-18.

2. What was Jesus doing for people in 7:14-15, 21?

3. In 6:17-49 Jesus was teaching people. In his life and work in our world he always did both: healing and teaching. In addition to giving good physical life, what did Jesus want to happen in people? See 6:43-49 and 7:29-30.

4. The report in 7: 22 for the messengers was quotations from prophecies (prior announcements, predictions from God) in the Old Testament part of the Bible. Hundreds of years before, God had promised through his prophets that he would send a powerful Savior, or “Messiah,” who would do what Jesus did. So what did the facts in 7:21, 22 demonstrate about Jesus? And how did that answer John's question about whether Jesus was sent from God with God’s power to accomplish God’s mission and purpose?

5. When people do not accept God's messengers, and the teaching of those messengers, this means that they are also rejecting what else? See 7:29, 30.

6. In 7:24-35, Jesus asked the people to think about why they traveled far to hear John's message. They would not do that just to hear a weak person, "a reed swayed by the wind," who would follow whatever direction popular opinion was going. They did not go to see a spectacular show of wealth. (John was poor, and lived in the desert.) So they went to John because they recognized that he was a "prophet." John had a powerful message from God! 

Yet, many of the Jews, especially the religious and social leaders, rejected John and his message to change their lives and their attitude toward God. They criticized John for living the strange life of a prophet in the desert without much food. But they also criticized Jesus for eating and drinking normally like most people live. They rejected Jesus and his message also. They refused to be convinced and to accept God's message sent to them in either way that the messengers lived and presented God's word. They just were looking for an excuse to reject God's messengers, and to not believe God's message, and to not change.

a) What are some of the reasons you have heard for why people do not believe in God or Jesus Christ, or believe his message in the Bible when these are shown to them? 

b) Do you think that they do not believe because 


(1) they do not have enough information to make a decision, or because 


(2) they do not want to look at the evidence, or they refuse to honestly, fairly evaluate the evidence that God gives, and accept the truth?

7. (See above Definitions: "Born of a woman.") In 7:28, Jesus is contrasting those people who are born only of women, with those people "in the kingdom of God." To learn how a person can get into the kingdom of God, read John 3:3-8 and 14-20. How are people in God's kingdom different from those who only are "born of women?"

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- What do you want God to do for you, most of all?

8. Elizabeth Elliot in her book, Keep a Quiet Heart, (p.28) explains why we must patiently trust God to make everything right in the future life in Heaven, and why God does not rescue us from all our troubles now by making this present world a perfect world. She wrote, 

“Heaven is not here; it's There. If we were given all we wanted here, our hearts would settle for this world rather than the next. God is forever luring us up and away from this one, wooing us to Himself and his still invisible Kingdom, where we will certainly find what we so keenly long for.”
Which do you want God to change most of all:


(1) other people and the circumstances around you--economic, political, family and other? 


(2) or rather, your own heart attitudes, beliefs, behavior, and your relationship with God? 

9. The Lord Jesus Christ came from God in Heaven to bring you to God's home in Heaven. Will you receive Jesus to be your Savior? Will you ask God to forgive your sin and guilt because Jesus died to pay for your sins? Will you ask God to give you a new spiritual life, and to change you to become what he wants you to be, and to give you everlasting life with him?

Luke Unit 13 Answers

1. They came to hear Jesus’ teachings and to be healed of diseases.

2. Jesus was healing physical diseases, even death. He also rescued people from the control of evil spirits.

3. Jesus wants people to be “good” in “heart” (6:45): that is, spiritually healthy. He wants people to have lives built on following his “words,” God’s way to live. (6:47) He wants people to have spiritually strong lives that will endure testings and not be destroyed. (6:48) He wants people to recognize and accept God’s ways as being the right ways to think and live, and not to reject God’s purposes for them. (7:29,30)

4. Jesus loved people and wanted to make them free from their suffering and damaged lives. He had God's power to miraculously heal diseases and handicaps. He had power over powerful evil spirits, demons. He came to bring "good news." The good news is that even though people may be poor, suffering and dying now, they can have the perfect, eternal life with God forever in Heaven. God will bring justice; he will make wrongs right; he will rescue the poor who trust him. God already was beginning to do that through Jesus.

John and the other Jews should have recognized that the miracles Jesus did were the credentials, or evidence, which showed that he indeed was the Messiah whom God had promised to send. God described the power and work of the Messiah in prophecies God that gave the prophets to write in the Old Testament. For example, God said about the Messiah:

I, the Lord, ... will make you ... to open eyes that are blind. (Isaiah 42:6, 7) 

Your God will come to save you. ... Then will the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy (Isaiah 35:4-6)

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. (Isaiah 61:1) 

5. They are rejecting God's purpose, or plan, for them to repent and to be restored to friendship with God. So they actually are rejecting God himself.

6. a and b. Answer these from your own experience, and your honest examination of yourself.

7. In John 3:6 Jesus says human life (born of a woman) comes from human parents, but spiritual life comes from God. People enter God's kingdom by a new birth, a new spiritual life, given by God's Holy Spirit. You can receive that new birth, and become God's child, by believing and receiving Jesus Christ. You must believe that Jesus is God's eternal, divine Son who came from heaven to be "lifted up" on the cross to die to pay for your sins, to save you from God's condemnation (John 3:14-16.)

8 and 9. Take time to think about these questions honestly. Then make the right decision and tell God what your decision is.

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 14

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Think about your relationship with God 

God knows all that we do and think. God has perfect, high standards for right behavior and good character. But we have faults. We fail God's good standards. So how can God, who is perfect, accept us? What must we do?

Think of a time in your life (maybe recently) when you had done something that caused you to be ashamed. Maybe you felt that you were a very bad person. If so, have you wondered how you can be relieved of that guilt? How can you get peace of mind and accept yourself? Will God forgive you and accept you? Today's Bible reading reports about a woman who felt that way. But then she found the answers to those questions. 

In Luke 7:36-50 Jesus Christ shows God's attitude toward you by his actions and teaching. Jesus shows what God wants to do for you. ("God's attitude" means what God thinks and feels about you. It is the way God chooses to relate to you.) You will read about a Pharisee and a woman who met Jesus. As you read, ask yourself, "In what ways am I like either (or both) of these people?"

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 7:36-50

DEFINITIONS

7: 36 - Reclined (NIV) sat at the table. (NCV) Dinner tables in that culture were low tables. The person eating rested his body on a low couch or pillow with his elbow on the table and feet pointed behind him, away from the table.

7: 36 - The Pharisees were a Jewish religious sect which tried to follow their religious rules exactly. They separated themselves from others who did not strictly follow their rules. Many of them were proud of their superior record of religious performance. They thought they were very good people who earned God's favor.

7:37 - Sinner is a person who violates God’s laws and does evil. In this case this woman was known “in the city” to be a publicly immoral woman, probably a prostitute. (A prostitute sells the use of her body to men.)

7:37 - Alabaster was beautiful marble stone used for making ointment jars.

7:39 - A prophet was a special representative chosen by God to bring God's special messages to people. God's prophets were faithful to him, so God could depend on them to say the exact message that God gave them to say. Prophets had good character, and were spiritual leaders.

7:50 - Saved means rescued from the control and consequences of sin. Sin progressively destroys a person. It brings guilt, condemnation and everlasting separation from God and his benefits. God wants to save us out of all that.

7:38, 44-46 - Wash feet, kiss, put oil on head were proper to do for guests, and were expected in that culture. A host would honor guests by performing these customary acts of courtesy when the guests arrived. The host would greet guests with a kiss. The host or his servant would wash the guests' feet—dusty from the road. He would pour oil on the guests' head to refresh hair and face—dry from the sun. The woman’s perfumed ointment was better than the olive oil that hosts usually used.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What was this woman’s reputation? What kind of life had she lived in her past life? See 7:37 and 39.
2. Now she was crying. What do you think that she felt about herself?

3. Did the Pharisee feel about himself the same way that the woman felt about herself?

4. The Pharisee thought that he was good enough to have Jesus enter his home and have close contact with him at the dinner table. But did the Pharisee think that it would be right for this woman to touch Jesus or to touch him, the Pharisee? Why? See 7:39

5. The people of that town probably thought that God would approve of which person: the woman or the Pharisee? Why?

6. But which person was saved at the end? See 7:50. Why was that person saved, and not the other? Try to figure out why, as you study the next questions.

7. Compare Simon the Pharisee’s attitude toward the woman, with Jesus’ attitude toward the woman.

8. Compare the woman’s attitude toward Jesus, with the Pharisee’s attitude toward Jesus.

NOTE: In a prior chapter of Luke, 5:30,31, we see that Jesus had a reputation for being "a friend to sinners." He showed God's forgiveness to sinners who came to him. Wherever Jesus went, he warned people to repent, and he offered God's forgiveness. When sinners welcomed Jesus' friendship, that showed that they believed his teachings. That showed, too, that they wanted God's love, and his help to change their lives. So this sinful woman in Luke 7 would have known what Jesus' attitude to her would be. She knew that Jesus would forgive her because she came to him in true repentance. Jesus demonstrated that forgiveness to her by not pushing her away and rejecting her when she came to him crying, repentant for her sins. (Possibly she had met Jesus before this time, and had received forgiveness of her sins from him already at that earlier time.) Now her actions were expressing her gratitude to Jesus for forgiving her sins.

9. What did Simon mean by his word, “sinner?” (7:39) He thought that the woman lived a sinful life, but he himself did not. So how complete was Simon’s understanding of sin, and of his own moral condition?

NOTE: “Sins” (plural) are actions and thoughts that offend, hurt, or disrespect God or people. So they often can be seen by other people. But “sin” is an evil condition and attitude of heart and mind that leads people to do sins against God and people. Sinful attitudes of the heart, and private thoughts, are not so easily seen by the public. So people can try to deny this sinful condition and try to hide it from people, and even from themselves.

10. In the story that Jesus told, how were the two people (who owed money) different from each other? And in what two ways were their situations the same? 7:41-43

11. Jesus' story about the two men who owed money to a moneylender illustrated the situation of the woman and Simon in their relationship to God. Simon had thought, “If this man (Jesus) really were a prophet, he would know . . .” What did Jesus know about the woman, and about Simon, as shown by the story Jesus told about two people who owed money? 7:41,42

12. How did Simon’s ability to pay up his debt to God, to be released from his guilt, compare with the woman’s ability to pay God for her debt of sin? The story Jesus told shows that.

13. By his story, Jesus was teaching that someone responded in a certain way to another person because of what that other person did first. In Jesus’ story, which came first: 

a. the debtor’s love, or

b. the moneylender’s canceling—forgiving—the debt?

14. Our understanding of Jesus’ story about the debtors’ responses helps us understand the relationship between the woman and Jesus. Which came first:

a. the woman’s good treatment of Jesus, that demonstrated her love? or 

b. God forgiving her sin, as shown by Jesus' acceptance of her? 

(That is, were her sins forgiven because of the good she did to Jesus? Or did she do good to Jesus because she was so grateful to Jesus because he already had forgiven her sins?)

15. After Jesus finished telling the story, he announced that her sins were forgiven (7:48). But when had she actually received that forgiveness? Get your answer from the logical order of events shown in the story that Jesus told about the two men who owed money.
16. So is God’s forgiveness and salvation something we can earn and deserve by the good we do? Or is the opposite true? Does God offer us forgiveness freely before we live a good enough life?

17. Therefore, what saved the woman? 7:50

18. The woman’s love and gratitude showed that she believed what?

19. List the characteristics of the woman. Then list Simon’s characteristics.

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Which of those two people will you be?

20. Which person have you been like in the past: Simon, or the woman?

21. What you choose now is more important than your past life. Which person’s attitude and response to Christ will you now choose to have: Simon’s or the woman’s? 
Luke Unit 14 Answers

1. She was a sinner “in the city.” Apparently, the people of her town, such as Simon the Pharisee, knew about her publicly immoral life. People could see her life of shame. She probably was a prostitute.

2. She felt rejected by her townspeople because of her bad reputation. Her crying and humble approach to Jesus show that she deeply felt her guilt in God’s view. She was ashamed and sorry for her immoral life. But Jesus did not push her away, as that Pharisee would have done. She knew that Jesus forgave sinners who turned away from their sin and turned to God. So now she was deeply moved by gratitude and love for Jesus' accepting her and forgiving her sins. So these may have been tears also of joy and gratitude.

3. No. The Pharisee thought that he lived a correct life, and was not a sinner.

4. No, because the Pharisee thought that a religiously holy person should not let himself be touched by a sinner. He thought that the woman was a sinner, but he was a morally good person. He believed that touching the woman would contaminate his reputation and lower his position with God.

5. Common opinion would assume that God would approve of the Pharisee, and not the woman. People saw the Pharisee following the rules of his religious tradition very strictly. The woman violated the behavior standards of society and of God in a way that everyone knew about.

6. The woman was saved, and the Pharisee was wrong! Jesus had to criticize the Pharisee. In 7:50 Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you.” That was not expected!

7. Jesus was merciful and caring toward her. He knew that God could forgive, accept and change her. He wanted to lift her up out of the degradation of her past life and bring her into a good, happy relationship with God. Jesus did not deny that she was a sinner. Yet He forgave her sin at a great cost to Himself. (:41,42a) Jesus encouraged her and reconciled her to God so that she could live a new kind of life. The Pharisee's attitude was just the opposite. He cared only about himself and about keeping his reputation unsoiled by her. He condemned her without giving her any hope or help. He did not think that God ever could save and accept her. He rejected and avoided her because of his attitude of arrogant superiority and lack of love for sinners.

8. In your country, what do you do when a guest whom you like comes to your house? Well, the society in the time and country of Jesus and the Pharisee had ways to show that kind of welcome and courtesy also. But Simon, the Pharisee, did not give customary courtesy and welcome to Jesus. He did not greet Jesus with a kiss or wash His feet. He would have done that if he wanted to honor Jesus or extend friendship. Simon thought he was better than Jesus and knew more than Jesus did (about the woman). He was proud, and not loving or respectful toward Jesus. The woman’s attitude toward Jesus was just the opposite. She recognized Jesus' authority, was grateful to Him, and honored and loved Him.

9. Simon thought that sin was acts of gross immorality, which were obvious sins in the eyes of society. He did not recognize the “secret” sins of thought and attitude. He did not honestly examine himself for immoral lust, hatred, selfishness, deception, unjustified pride, cruel words that hurt people, and lack of love toward God. Simon's guest was Jesus who was God come to live in human form among us. Jesus in his daily life among people demonstrated God’s perfect love, unselfishness and truthfulness. Jesus' character and life had God's sinless moral beauty. But Simon did not value that true goodness. As God, Jesus even had given life to Simon. And yet Simon showed no respect, appreciation, gratitude, love or even common courtesy to the Lord Jesus. That was the greatest sin—worse than the woman’s was! Yet Simon thought that he was so good and the woman so bad!

10. The two people owed different amounts of money. After the moneylender forgave the debts, one person's love for the moneylender was greater than the other person's love. 


However, their abilities to pay off their debts were exactly the same! Neither person could satisfy the moneylender by paying his debt. They both were helpless to get themselves out of their bad situation. In their society's system, people who could not pay their debts could be thrown into prison. They could avoid prison if they sold themselves to be a slave to the moneylender. Or a relative could pay their debt for them. (That illustrates how Jesus Christ, God's Son, paid for our sins. He came from heaven to become a human being like us, to become our "brother." Then he could pay our sin-debt for us.) Yet they both equally received full pardon: the great debtor received pardon as completely as the man who owed much less.

11. Jesus knew what Simon secretly thought. Jesus showed that he knew that the woman had a great debt to God. He knew she was a sinner who had broken God’s laws of morality. And Jesus' story told Simon that Simon, also, was a sinner. Not only the woman, but Simon also, had a debt needing God’s forgiveness.

12. Simon had the same status as the woman in God’s account record. Both could be judged and condemned for their failure. Neither was able to save himself or herself. His situation was as hopeless as hers was. He needed God’s forgiveness as much as she needed it. A person may have sinned less than someone else. Yet that does not qualify him to deserve everlasting life in God’s kingdom. Any amount of sin is rebellion against God. That separates a person from God. That person forfeits the benefits that only God can give, and wants to give everyone in God’s next, eternal world.

This can be illustrated by two men who rob a bank. One shoots ten people, and the other kills only one person. They are caught. The judge says to the killer of ten, “Our law requires the penalty of death for murder, so I sentence you to death. ” The judge says the same to the second murderer. The second murderer objects. He says, “The first man killed ten people and received the sentence of death. I only killed one person, so I should not receive the same penalty of death.” But the judge replies, “A life for a life. The penalty for murder is death, and you also are a murderer.” The murderer may promise never to kill another person, and never does. Nevertheless, that still does not make up for the crime he committed and the suffering he caused. He still is guilty for that sin. 

For another example, think of a law school that trains people to be lawyers and judges. These students must uphold the law when they become judges. Therefore the law school has a rule that it will expel from school any student who cheats on exams. One student is caught cheating on all his exams and papers. He is expelled. Another student cheated only on the toughest exams. When he is expelled, he complains that he did much better than the first student because he cheated on fewer exams. But that is no excuse, so he, too, is rightly expelled. 

Think of a thief who protests to the judge that he steals only two or three days each month. He is not a lawbreaker the other twenty-eight days of the month. He is good on twenty-eight days, and commits crimes on only two days, so he is more good than bad. This thief claims that his good outweighs his bad, and so the judge should not condemn him. In those illustrations it is obvious that none of those lawbreakers deserve to escape punishment. 

Likewise, no person on earth deserves to escape God’s rejection and punishment even though he has sinned less than someone else has. God’s standard rightly requires perfection. It is not possible for people with any evil in them to live with God who is perfect in truth and goodness. In God's home called “heaven” and “God’s kingdom,” relationships between his people must not be spoiled by selfishness, hatred and sin. Therefore God cannot allow anyone to bring any of their sin and wickedness into heaven. God cannot excuse any sin. But God does have a way that He can remove all our sin from us, if we ask Him to do that. Then He can receive us into His pure presence. These Bible studies show how we can receive that forgiveness and purification from God. 

13. The moneylender’s kindness and mercy in canceling the debt came before the debtors’ love, and motivated that love. Their love for the moneylender was a response to his kindness. They loved him because the moneylender had freely, generously canceled (forgave) what they owed him. The love came from their gratitude for the mercy and generosity of the moneylender. The man with the large debt loved much because he already had been forgiven much. So the forgiveness came first, and the love followed that forgiveness afterwards. Their love was not the reason why they were forgiven.

14. Just like in Jesus’ story about the debtors, the woman experienced forgiveness and undeserved acceptance from God through Jesus’ acceptance of her. That kindness and mercy motivated her to love Jesus. Jesus was God who became a human to bring his forgiveness to us. Jesus showed in his story that she had already been forgiven before she did the good acts of love to Jesus. A person feels gratitude after receiving mercy or a gift, and because it has been given. Those loving acts were her response of gratitude for having her debt to God already canceled. The New Evangelical Translation of verse 47 makes that more clear. "That is why I tell you that her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved very much." Jesus reasons that the woman's love shows gratitude for sins that have already been forgiven. Jesus explains that because of that evidence of gratitude, "That is why I (can) tell you that her many sins have been forgiven."

15. In verse 47 Jesus said that her sins already “have been forgiven” (past tense), before he publicly spoke the words in verse 48 announcing that forgiveness. Jesus announced the forgiveness as a confirmation and assurance of it for her and others listening. 

16. So we cannot do good enough to earn or deserve God’s forgiveness. But he offers it free to those who come to him to receive it. 

17. God’s forgiving mercy, and her "faith" to receive it, saved her. She believed the truth about her sin and need, and about who Jesus is and his authority and willingness to forgive her. It was not her good work of pouring perfume on Jesus, but her believing that Jesus can forgive, and had forgiven, her sins. She wanted fellowship with God more than she wanted to remain in her former ways. (That is “repentance.”) So she went to Jesus to receive from him God’s forgiveness and reconciliation. (Reconciliation is restored good relationship, friendship, the right to live with God). 

Imagine a man whose boat sinks. He cannot swim. A strong swimmer comes to save him from drowning. The non-swimmer cannot save himself by his own efforts. He must trust the strong swimmer to bring him safely to shore. If he continues to struggle to save himself, the rescuer cannot get a hold on him to save him. He can be saved by faith in the right person. He cannot depend on his own best efforts to save himself.

18. She believed that Jesus had forgiven her. She believed Jesus had the authority to forgive her, and would, if she came to him sincerely seeking it. She knew she was a guilty sinner not deserving God’s acceptance. She humbly, openly admitted it, and was sorry about her bad life. She knew that God in Jesus Christ had forgiven her. She knew it because Jesus allowed her to touch him, and surely she had seen Jesus publicly accepting other repentant sinners.

19. The woman had been publicly immoral. But now she was repentant, humble, respectful and gratefully loving toward Jesus. She believed that Jesus could and did forgive her. The Pharisee had attitudes of pride and superiority over others. And he had disbelief and disrespect for Jesus. He had no love for Jesus. The Pharisee was blind to his own real condition spiritually, to his own hidden sins.

20. This is a question for each of us to think about and answer to ourselves and to God.

21. God gives you the freedom to choose to respond to him in whatever way that you want to. If you want the Lord Jesus Christ to be your Savior and Friend, you can tell him that by talking with Him now in prayer. You could tell him that privately when you are alone. And then tell your Bible study leaders also, if you want to, so that they can help you further. If you do not understand how to get into a good relationship with God through Jesus, please ask. If you want to ask about anything we studied, please do. 

GOD COMES—GOD SPEAKS—TO YOU!

Meet Jesus and know God as you read Luke's report of Jesus' life and teachings.

Unit 15

BEGINNING THOUGHTS -- Welcome the truth to understand it. Or resist the truth and lose it.

When you were a teen-aged youth, whose advice did you like to hear most: your parents' advice, or your friends' ideas who were the same age as you? Why?

Today if you want advice about a decision you must make, and you have strong feelings about what you want to do, to whom would you go for that advice? Would you go to someone who agrees with you and will tell you what you want to hear? Or would you go to someone who is a very knowledgeable expert on that subject, but who possibly might disagree with you?

Our attitude toward welcoming uncomfortable truth, or resisting it, becomes most important for our relationship with God. Believing God, learning from him and obeying him brings his love, peace, joy and everlasting life into our lives. But receiving him and his teaching requires some painful changes in some things that we want, believe and do. It requires that we totally humble ourselves and submit to God's wisdom and authority. Understanding the struggle involved in accepting God and his teaching can help us to make the right decision to accept the truth and trust God. The story Jesus told in Luke 8 will help us to understand the dangers in that struggle, and the benefits of winning the struggle. Read about the different kinds of reception, or response, people give to God's message. 
​

GOD'S WORD -- Read Luke 8:1-21

DEFINITIONS

8: 1 - Good news about God's kingdom was Jesus' announcement that God had come with power in the person of Jesus Christ to destroy evil. In the hearts of people who repent and welcome Jesus, he breaks the control that sin and the devil had over those people. At the end of this world's history, Jesus will return to earth to rule over the whole world, to destroy all evil, and to bring justice and peace forever.

8: 1 - The twelve were disciples, or students, of Jesus whom he appointed and sent to be special leaders to tell the world the good news about God’s salvation through Jesus Christ, and to start the first Christian groups, or churches. Jesus selected twelve for special training at the beginning of his ministry.

8: 3 - Herod was Herod Antipas, the tetrarch (governor) who, under Roman authority, governed Galilee (a province at northern tip of Palestine, south of present-day Lebanon and east of Syria) and Perea (a province east of the Jordan River and now the northern half of Jordan) from 4 B.C. to 39 A.D. 

8: 4 - Parable is a story from everyday life that people are familiar with. But the story also has another, parallel meaning. It illustrates some truth about spiritual life, or the interaction between God and people.

8: 7 - Thorns are plants that have sharp, pointed thorns, spikes, that injure people. They have no fruit useful to people. It is a strong plant that spreads and crowds out other plants. 

8: 10 - Secrets of the kingdom of God are about the great plan of what God is doing to save individuals and the world. "The basic concept of mysterion (Greek word in Bible for mystery or secret) is that of the purpose and plan of God, that he works out phase by phase in human history and through the church."
 They are “secrets” because people could not understand what God did through Jesus Christ to save us unless God explained it. But God has revealed this by Jesus and his apostles, as recorded in the Bible. He revealed that he used Jesus’ sacrificial death to pay the penalty for our sins against God, so that now God can give us everlasting life with him.

8: 12 - Heart is the center of human personality. The heart chooses what the person will value and worship. It decides what kind of character and life the person will have—loving or selfish, doing good or evil. The heart is our inner attitude, secret thoughts, desires and choices.

YOUR PERSONAL DISCOVERY -- Find your answers in the Bible to these questions.

1. What had happened to the women who were in the group traveling with Jesus? See Luke 8:2.

2. How did these women respond to what Jesus had done for them? 8:1-3

3. Describe the four kinds of ground on which the farmer's seed fell. 8:5-8

4. Was the seed which fell on one kind of ground different from the seed which fell on the other kinds of ground, or was all the seed the same? 8:5-8

5. Describe the four different results of the farmer's work. What different results did the different kinds of ground produce? 8:5-8

6. Jesus' parable, or story, illustrated the results of his teaching work in the "many towns" and with the "large crowd." What or who were represented, or illustrated, by:


a) the seed? 8:11


b) the farmer? 8:1



c) each of the four kinds of ground? 8:12-15


d) the crop? 8:12, 15

7. Jesus warned the crowd, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" (8:8, NIV) How is it possible to have ears, but not "hear?" What do you think Jesus meant?

8. "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God" was given to Jesus' disciples who followed him, but given only in the story form of parables to some others. (8:10) What kind of “ground” would those people be who would only hear the parables, but not understand?

9. Jesus said, "No one lights a lamp and hides it . . . Instead, he puts it on a stand so that those who come in can see the light." Jesus and his teachings are like a lamp. God wants people to "see" the truth about God's holy nature, and their own sinful nature. That is why God sent Jesus to show us the truth about God in his Son, Jesus. And Jesus' teachings enlighten us about our nature as we really are, and about our need to repent and be reconciled to God. So God wants us to know that truth. But for the truth to be known, who else must care about knowing the truth? 8:18

10. If we hold on to the truth that God tells us, what will we get? And if we do not listen and accept the truth, what will happen? 8:18

11. We can hide the truth about our sin from ourselves, but will it remain hidden? 8:17 (See also: Revelation 20:11-13.)

12. What kind of relationship can we have with Jesus, the Son of God, and what kind of people have that relationship with him? 8:21

YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD -- Will you welcome the truth to understand it, or will you resist it and lose it?

13. How have you responded to the truth that God showed you from the Bible, and from the testimony of Christians? Are you honestly trying to find the truth about God and Christ? Are you willing to believe and obey that truth, whatever it might "cost" you in changes that you would have to make in your life, or in the rejection that you might get from some of your family, friends, and general society?

Luke Unit 15 Answers
1. Jesus had cured them when they had been in desperate need, suffering from demons and diseases. They experienced the power and mercy of God.

2. With gratitude and love for their healing, they followed Jesus wherever he went. They wanted to be with him, learn from him, get to know him better, and serve him. They gave money for some of the food and expenses of Jesus and his disciples. (Jesus and his disciples had left their own businesses to use all their time to serve God and people, so they had no income of their own.)

3. a) A path with a surface that was hard and dry from the traffic of many people walking on it.


b) Rocky ground that has only a thin, superficial layer of soil on it. 


c) Ground with thorn bushes. It can support the life of seeds, but already has other established plants that overpower and suppress the farmer's seed.


d) Good soil (that is soft, deep and moist). It is receptive, hospitable, to the seed. The seed can easily take root in it.

4. Exactly the same kind of seed.

5. a) The path did not open itself to the seed at all. So it soon lost the seed.


b) The rocky ground let the seed begin to grow rapidly, but did not let the seed go very deeply into it. The rocky ground did not support the life of the seed for very long. The adverse conditions of hot sun, and long periods of time without rain, easily destroyed the seed. 


c. The ground with young thorn bushes let the farmer's seed begin to grow. But the thorn bushes and the good seed could not both live on the same soil. Because the thorn bushes were not removed—weeded out—they grew large, spread, and choked the life of the good seed, and killed it. 


d) This ground let the seed sink deeply into it and grow. It produced a crop of new plants, new life.

6. 

Parable story 
 What that illustrates in people's lives


The seed
"The word of God." That is God's message, the good news about Jesus and God's kingdom power to defeat evil and to forgive our sins. This seed, or word of God, saves those people who receive it by believing it. Luke 8:11, 12


The farmer
Jesus (and the disciples and other Christians who pass on Jesus' teachings).


Four kinds 

of ground:

Four kinds of people who have four different heart attitudes and responses to God and his message. (See the next four comparisons below:)



1) Path with a hard surface 
1) People who hear the message but do not accept it in their mind and life. They lose the truth and the life that it could have produced.



2) Rocky ground with a little soil, but not deep soil
2) People who start to eagerly accept the message, but only superficially. The truth of the message does not get deeply into their hearts to change their basic beliefs, values, and commitment to God. So when their faith is tested by troubles or other people's criticism and persecution for their belief in Jesus, they stop believing in Jesus. The truth dies out in them before it can produce its fruit of eternal life.



3) Ground filled with strong, com-peting plants

3) People who accept the message, but do not give that truth priority in their lives. They allow other interests, pressures and attractions of daily living to crowd out what God is trying to say to them. God's word, the Bible, is not given enough space in their heart and life to develop fully.

4) Deep, soft soil receptive to the seed, and nurturing the seed
4) People who receive God's message fully, deeply, into their heart. They hold on to it tightly when experiencing opposition. They continue year after year to believe and obey God. Therefore God's truths can grow strong in them, and produce its good changes in their attitudes, character and behavior. And believing God's word gives them eternal life with God.

7. A person can hear or read Jesus' teachings, God's word, but not pay attention. A person can receive the message into his brain and understand the grammar and vocabulary, but not receive the message into his heart and understand the spiritual meaning. When a person resists the truth, or is not interested in knowing and doing it, he can block his mind from believing and accepting the truth.

8. They are not “good” ground, like Jesus’ followers, but are hard, or resistant. If a person rejects truth that God offers at first, then that person loses his right and ability to know further spiritual truth. It is hidden from him, like the truth veiled in a parable that he cannot understand.

9. We too, ourselves, must want to know and obey the truth in order to receive the understanding of the truth that God wants to give to us.

10. If we believe and obey the truth that God tells us, then he will give us further understanding. If we reject Gods' word, then we begin to lose the true understanding that we naturally began with—the truth about life, moral right and wrong, God and ourselves.

11. No. In this present life some other people, and maybe even we, eventually will see our sin and its results. And in that future day when we meet God to be judged by him, then all that we have done, said and thought will be shown openly, publicly.

12. We can have a close relationship of love, companionship, and provision for our needs, like family members share with one another. People who have entered that relationship show it by their desire to please God by accepting his word and obeying it. 

(NOTE: Jesus respected his natural family: mother and brothers. But, being not only a man, but also God, he offers to everyone the privilege of having a close relationship with him.) 

13. Every person must decide whether they will follow truth and obey God, whatever it might cost them. What reception and response will you give to God's message in the Bible to you, and to God himself—Christ—who brings God's message and salvation to you? Decide, and tell God your answer.
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