ANSWERING YOUR QUESTIONS: "What Is Christian Baptism, and Why Should I Be Baptized?

WHAT IS BAPTISM?


When someone becomes a Christian, the other Christians gather at a lake, river, or church to baptize the new Christian.  The new Christian tells the group that he believes in Jesus Christ, God's Son who died to pay for people's sins, and that he wants to turn away from his sins and follow Jesus Christ.  Then one of the Christian leaders buries the man under the water, and raises him up again.  Some Christian groups pour or sprinkle water on the new Christian instead of putting him under water.  


What does the word  baptism mean?  Literally it means to immerse, or dip in water, or dip in a dye to take on a new color.  


What does the ceremony  of baptism mean?  Before and during Jesus' time, some non-Jews wanted to enter the Jew's religion and community.  They became Jews by being baptized to symbolize that they were washed clean and began a new life with a new allegiance to Jewish law.  Some Jews themselves were baptized by John the baptizer.  They confessed their sins and intended to live their life in a new way, pleasing to God. Then baptism symbolized that God forgave them and washed them clean from all their guilt.  So baptism symbolized a moral cleansing by God's Holy Spirit, and it symbolized joining God and God's community of people with a new way of living.

WHY ARE NEW CHRISTIANS BAPTIZED?


Baptism functions like a wedding ceremony.  In your country do you have marriage ceremonies?  When a man and woman decide to live together as husband and wife, how do they announce it and celebrate it in a public way?  Why do societies all over the world prefer that the couple have a public ceremony rather than keep it a secret?  Here are some reasons: 

1
The wedding ceremony marks a change in the lives of the couple.  It says that they no longer can live single, independent lives, but now will live a new married life together.

2
The bride and groom are proud of each other.  They want their friends to meet the one they love.  They want their friends to know that the bride and groom now belong to each other.

3
The bride and groom want their family and friends to share their joy in this occasion.

4
The families of the bride and groom, and the whole society, want the married couple to take seriously their responsibilities in this new relationship.  They want the couple to promise publicly to be loyal to each other so that the families and society can require the couple to live up to their commitment.


The Bible gives the same kind of meaning and reasons for baptism.  Compare these Bible references by number below with each reason for wedding ceremonies by number above.

1. Jesus said to the first Christian leaders, "Go and make followers (of me) of all people in the world.  Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach them to obey everything that I have told you."  (Matthew 28:19,20 NCV)  

     God's representative, the apostle Paul, explained to Christians, "When we were baptized, we were buried with Christ and shared his death.  We were buried with him so that we could live a new life, just as Christ was raised from death by the wonderful power of the father. ..... In the same way, you should see yourselves as being dead to the power of sin, and alive with God through Christ Jesus.  So, do not let sin control you in your life here on earth."  (Romans 6:4,11,12 NCV)

2. Jesus said, "If anyone stands before other people and says he believes in me, then I will say that he belongs to me."  (Matthew 10:32 NCV)   And, "The people who live now are living in a sinful and evil time.  If anyone is ashamed of me and my teaching, then I will be ashamed of him.  I will be ashamed of him when I come with the glory of my Father and the holy angels."  (Mark 8:38 NCV)

3. They (Paul and Silas) said to him (a jailer), 'believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved--you and all the people in your house.'  .....  Then he and all his people were baptized immediately.  .....  He and his family were very happy because they now believed in God.  (Acts 16:31,33,34 NCV)

4. We have been cleansed and made free from feelings of guilt.  And our bodies have been washed with pure water.  Let us hold firmly to the hope that we have confessed.  We can trust God to do what he has promised.  Let us think about each other and help each other to show love and do good deeds.  You should not stay away from the church meetings, as some are doing.  But you should meet together and encourage each other.  (Hebrews 10:22-25 NCV)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
---- Mark this form, tear it off and give it to Paul, Ginny, Larry or Lucy Champoux, or Chris or Julia Hardy ----

____ I recently decided to follow Jesus Christ as God over my life.  I ask God to forgive my sins because Jesus died to pay for my sins, and he rose up alive again to bring me to God.

____ I want to be baptized to show that God washed away my guilt, and gave me a new life in which I will trust and obey Jesus Christ.

____ I have not yet decided to be a Christian, but I want to study the Bible with a tutor so I can understand more before making my decision.

(write: Mr.,Mrs.,Miss) family name:________________________ Given name: ________________________

Phone: _____________________ Address: _____________________________________________________
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