CONVERSATION TOPICS ABOUT NATIONAL CULTURES AND CUSTOMS

Compare cultural practices and attitudes of your country with those of the United States in the topics below:

1.  Courtesy/politeness, protocols, taboos

2.  Meeting people and making friends

3.  Family mealtime: eating and conversation customs, foods

4.  Roles of family members (husbands & wives, parents & children)

5.  Roles of men and women in society (working in companies, etc.)

6.  Holidays (what they are, & how celebrated) and birthdays

7.  Entertaining guests



8.  Relating to foreigners and immigrants in the community

9.  Giving and receiving gifts


10. Education in the schools

11. American efficiency or rudeness

12. Doing business: relating to customers, colleagues, government regulation, “red tape,” etc.


13. Entertainment, theater/movies/television, music, art

14. Sports events


15. Dress codes or styles for different age groups


16. Wedding and marriage customs

17. Birth customs, and death or funeral customs

18. Medical care cost, availability, relating to the doctor, etc.)


Cross-cultural Experiences and Adaptation
1.
What do you miss most about your culture and customs?

2.
What experiences have you had in this country (good or bad) because your culture is different from that of the United States?

3.
What do you like most about being in the United States?

4.
What have been some of the hardest things to get used to in the United States?

5.
Are you learning the reasons behind some of these customs and practices?

6.
How are you resolving the differences between the two cultures?

7.
How is your life-style changing as a result of your new environment, and how do you feel about it?
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